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PREFACE. 

HE  Editor  of  "The  Old  Book  Col- 
lector's Miscellany"  has  much  pleasure 
in  announcing  that  the  reception  which 
the  first  five  Parts — now  collected 
into  a  volume — has  experienced,  and  the 
very  general  approbation  to  his  plan  of 
publishing — in  an  inexpensive  form — a  collection 
of  "  Readable  Reprints"  of  our  "  Literary 
Rarities,"  illustrative  of  the  History,  Literature, 
Manners  and  Biography  of  the  English  Nation 
during  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Centuries — as 
shown  by  a  numerous  list  of  correspondents — lovers 
of  our  early  literature — encourages  him  to  use  his 
utmost  exertion  to  render  the  succeeding  numbers  of 
equal  interest,  and  to  proceed  on  the  plan  as  laid 
down  in  his  Prospectus  : — 

It  is  proposed  to  publish  a  Part  of  the  above  collection  of  Readable 
Reprints  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  each  alternate  month,  from  four  to  five 
parts  to  form  a  volume,  with  a  general  title-page  and  table  of  contents. 

The  works  selected  for  publication  will  be  word-for-word  reprints  of 
the  original  editions  when  such  can  be  obtained;  fiedHng  this,  the  most 
approved  reprints  will  be  used. 

To  carry  out  our  term  of  "  Readable  Reprints/'  and,  as  no  real  service 
i»  being  roidered  to  literature  by  reuining  the  orthography  of  the  period  at 
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11  Preface. 

which  the  works  were  'first  published,  the  modem  standard  of  spelling  will  be 
used  throughout,  with  the  exception  of  such  words  as  would  suffer  by  being 
altered,  or  the  original  sense  in  which  they  were  used  destroyed  ;  in  these  cases 
the  primitive  spelling  will  be  retained.  On  the  other  hand,  the  original  punc- 
tuation'of  the'author — or  printer — ^will  be  mostly  observed,  as  tending  to  show 
'*  the'men,  manners,  and  customs  of  the  age,"  and  giving  the  necessary  quaint- 
ness  and  curiosity  of  style  to  the  productions  proposed  to  be  drawn  together, 
more  than  the  obsolete  and  very  uninviting  spelling  which  is  often  alike 
inconsistent  with  itself  and  with  accuracy — many  words  being  frequently  spelt 
differently  in  a  sentence  or  a  page,  and  are  altogether  very  perplexing  and 
puzzling  to  modem  readers. 

Notes  will  be  given  when  foimd  necessary,  to  explain  any  obsolete  words 
or  expressions ;  also  short  biographical  notices  of  each  author. 

The  work  will  be  well  printed,  from  a  new  fount  of  old-^u:e  type,  on 
toned  Demy  8vo  paper.  JThe  price  of  each  Part  will  be  2s.  6d.  A  limited 
number  will  be  printed  on  large  and  on  various  coloured  papers  at  5s.  each. 

Any  gentleman  possessing  original  editions  of  scarce,  curious  and  enter- 
taining books,  pamphlets,  or  tracts  which  he  would  like  to  see  reprinted,  will 
please  to  communicate  with  the  Editor  of  **  The  Old  Book  Collector's  Miscel- 
lany,'* care  of  the  publishers.  Any  suggestions  from  those  interested  in 
the  production  of  English  reprints  will  be  esteemed,  and  complied  with  when 
practicable. 

As  a  little  irregularity  will  occur  relative  to  the  chronological  order  and 
arrangement  of  the  pieces  selected  for  publication,  arising  from  the  circumstance 
of  some  of  the  works  being  in  a  more  forward  state  in  the  editorial  department 
than  others — also  suggestions  made  by  friends,  and  the  acquirement  of  more 
desirable  editions — this  temporary  defect  will  be  obviated — to  an  extent — on 
the  publication  of  the  Part  which  will  form  the  completion  of  a  volume,  as 
with  the  general  title  page  and  table  of  contents,  **  Directions  to  the  Binder*' 
will  be  given,  with  instructions  for  placing  the  works  in  accordance  with  the 
contents,  &c. 

Such  is  the  plan  we  have  laid  out ;  and  as  by 
far  the  greater  number  of  the  Editor's  corres- 
pondents are  in  favour  of  the  "Readable  Reprints" 
as  against  those  that  advocate  the  retaining  of  the 
old  orthography,  our  "Miscellany"  will  be  continued 
as  heretofore. 
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ii  Introduction. 

Esq.,  in  reply  to  our  request  to  be  allowed  to  use 
in  extenso  his  very  excellent  and  exhaustive  Intro- 
duction to  the  rare  little  tract  herewith  presented  to 
the  reader,  and  of  which  Mr.  Collier  had  in  1844 
reprinted  twenty-five  copies  in  Uotfc  letter  upon  very 
substantial  paper,  which  he  issued  to  the  twenty- 
five  subscribers  to  his  little  reprinting  club,  neatly 
bound  in  the  Roxburghe  style. 

Here  publicly  acknowledging  our  best  thanks 
to  Mr.  J.  Payne  Collier,  not  only  for  his  extreme 
courtesy  in  granting  the  favour  sought,  but  also  for 
his  prompt  reply,  we  lay  before  our  reader  his 


INTRODUCTION. 


rHE  ensuing  brief  and  humorous  pro- 
duction is  not  altogether  unknown  to 
bibliographers,  although  only  two  copies 
of  it  appear  to  have  been  preserved  : 
one  of  these,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  was  in 
the  library  of  the  late  Mr.  Heber,  and  the 
other  is  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman,  who  had 
liberally  allowed  it  to  be  reprinted  exactly  in  the 
shape  it  bears  in  the  original,  ^ye  have  follp^jed 
the  text,  even  in  the  most  minute  matters  of 
punctuation,    preserving   also  errors   of   the   press 
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(easily  discovered  and  corrected,)  upon  the  title-page 
and  in  the  body  oi  the  tract  Our  object  has  been, 
as  nearly  as  modern  types  will  allow,  to  present  a 
fac-simile  of  the  curious  relic 

The  printer  of  it  was  John  Kynge,  who  pub- 
lished eight  known  works  with  dates,  extending 
from  i$$Q  to  1 56 1,  and  six  worics  without  dates, 
besides  others  pientioned  in  the  Stationers'  Regis- 
ter, which  have  not  come  down  to  our  time :  many, 
if  not  most  of  d\ese,  were  of  a  comic  kind,  calculated 
to  be  popular,  axxl  it  is  not  surprising  that,  in 
passing  from  hand  to  band  among  careless  readers, 
not  a  few  have  been  entirely  lost,  or  have  only 
reached  us  from  the  presses  of  later  typographers. 

The  following  tract  is  precisely  of  this  descrip- 
tion ;  and  as  it  is  extremely  characteristic  of  the  age 
when  it  appeared,  and  is  in  several  respects 
illustrative  of  oujr  older  literature,  by  the  use  of 
words^  and  proverbial  expressions  not  now  employed, 
it  has  been  thought  that  some  service,  however 
triflings  would  be  rendered  to  archaeology  by  placing 
it  beyond  the  reach  of  future  destruction.  Among 
the  now  uncommon  words  we  may  mention 
"  difl&dse,"  in  the  sense  of  untnielligible,  or  confused^ 
as  found  in  Shakespeare's  "  Merry  Wives," 
"  Henry  V.,"  and  "  King  Lear ;"  while  the  phrase, 
"  light  of  the  sere,"  may  perhaps  aid  in  explaining  a 
well-remembered  passage  in  "  Hamlet :"  the  double 
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sense  of  the  word  ''  occupy''  is  also  explained  near 
the  end  of  the  Dialogue,  which  thus  has  a  peculiar 
value  for  philologists,  independently  of  its  great 
rarity.  The  proverbial  phrases,  some  of  them 
common  to  other  writers,  do  not  seem  to  require 
particular  notice. 

To  whom  the  authorship  may  be  assigned  is 
merely  matter  of  conjecture ;  but  it  is  very  clear, 
from  the  style  and  character  of  the  production,  that 
it  was  not  a  translation.  Edward  Gosynhyll,  as  he 
himself  spells  his  name,  was  the  writer  of  at  least 
two  humorous  productions  from  the  press  of  John 
Kynge,  although  bibliographers  have  hitherto  only 
mentioned  one  of  them  as  his,  viz.,  "  The  prayse  of 
all  women,  called  Mulierum  Pean,'-  which  came  out 
without  date,  and  was  reprinted  by  Myddylton 
under  the  same  circumstances  :  this  work  has  been 
duly  assigned,  by  Ritson  and  others,  to  Gosynhyll, 
but  nobody  seems  to  have  been  aware  that  he  was 
also  the  author  of  "The  Scole  house  of  women," 
printed  by  Kynge  in  1560,  and  included  by 
Mr.  Utterson  in  his  two  elegant  volumes,  "  Select 
Pieces  of  Early  Popular  Poetry,"  8 vo.,  London,  181 7. 
This  fact  is  ascertained  very  unequivocally  by 
Gosynhyll  himself  for  he  admits  it  in  his  "  Prayse  of 
all  women,  .called  Mulierum  Pean  :"  the  author  is 
thus  addressed  by  a  number  of  ladies  in  a  vision  : — 

"  A  wake,  they  sayde,  slepe  nat  so  fast, 

Consider  our  grefe,  and  how  we  be  blamed, 
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And  all  by  a  boke  that  lately  is  past, 
Whyche,  by  reporte,  by  thee  was fyrgt framed, 

Ihe  Soole  qf  Women,  none  auctoor  named : 
In  pxynte  it  is  passed,  lewdely  oompjded, 
AH  women  whcrby  be  sore  rcvyled." 

Here,  therefore,  Gosynhyll  avows  that  he  wrote 
"  The  Scole  house  of  women,*'  which  had  been 
published  anonymously  in  1560:  and  we  are  thus 
sure  also  that  "  The  prayse  of  all  women"  followed 
it,  as  a  sort  of  amends  to  the  female  sex.  The  sub- 
sequent stanza,  which  concludes  this  latter  produc- 
tion contains  Gosynhyll's  name  at  length. 

'*  Yf  question  be  mooed  who  is  thine  anthontr, 

Be  nat  adorad  to  vtter  his  name : 
Say,  Edward  Gosynhyll  toke  the  labour 

For  womanhede  thee  for  to  frame ; 
Call  hym  thyne  authour,  do  nat  shame. 

Thankes  lokes  he  none  for,  yet  wold  he  be  ^ad 

A  staffe  to  stand  by  that  all  women  had." 

Thus,  having  given  "all  women"  their  bane  in 
his  "Scole  house,"  Gosynhyll  afforded  them  their 
antidote  in  his  "Praysfe  of  all  women."  From  the 
nature  of  the  production,  and  the  style  of  com- 
position, as  well  as  from  the  circumstance  that  it 
came  from  the  press  of  .  Gosynhyll's  printer,  it  may 
not  appear  unlikely  that  he  was  also  the  author  of 
the  ensuing  Dialogue. 

J.  P.  C 
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QSlliat  a.  txmm  to  t|ip0*  SI  ttnt  it  U  moot 

iSitt  gi  tvotD^t  «fft9  t|ie  ijsmt  ti^  9aSf  totoi  lunnte 
S^  mmv  Hotwit  nmi  HeUie  of  t|ie  tiome^ 

asitiat  to  tHe  maser^  to  t^e  in  «ts  Hottt 
I9ac^l?e  sour  nulie^  ut  tt  oU  «me  md 
Bi»ataxgt  sour  0toiiiaitt>  auQ^De  it  tott^ 
^ovotved  in  «tor(  to  notlpnge  ivortli. 

g)alotD0ff(. 
ffrotttl^  it  i»»  §  trust  ffe  tOffU  not  to  gir«t»fe 
crtougH  a  00101  quetftffon  to  ffou  to  mtu^ 
gin  a.  matet,  to  mt  HottirttttU  onH  HOMde 
tm'^iOt  S  mppoM  nt  Hantt  Him  in  ejcy^vience  anH  iMte. 

^cretors. 
W^at  ptttmtntnttt  tmt  g|  topi  not  tnromsee  sou  9rt« 
fl:o  A00O9U  sour  Quctrtpon  tors  tosiwlp         [cswls 
IBoto  to  it»  tj^ot  pt  Mptf  S  am  of  txptxptnu 
1^0  pt  iDpU  toclode»  t?^  (tj^oll  toatf  ntp  wntence. 
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TOUCHING  THE  UNSTABLENESS  OF  HARLOTS. 


What  a  world  is  this !     I  trow  it  be  accurst 
Fain  would  I  marry,  if  that  I  durst ; 
But  I  trow,  since  the  time  that  God  was  bom 
So  many  honest  men  held  of  the  horn. 

Secretary, 
What  is  the  matter  ?    Be  ye  in  any  doubt, 
Pacify  your  mood,  let  it  all  come  out ; 
Discharge  your  stomach,  avoid  it  forth, 
Sorrows  in  store  be  nothing  worth. 

Jealousy. 
Truth  it  is,  I  trust  ye  will  not  be  grieved, 
Though  a  small  question  to  you  be  meved. 
In  a  matter,  to  me  doubtful  and  diffuse, 
Which  I  suppose  ye  have  had  in  experience  and  use. 

Secretary. 
That,  peradventure,  but  I  will  not  promise  you  pre- 
To  assoil  your  question  very  wisely ;  [cisely 

Howbeit,  that  ye  say  I  am  of  experience, 
So  ye  will  disclose,  ye  shall  hear  my  sentence. 


We  are  responsible  for  the  modernised  viersion. — £d. 
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STQaui  t^m  ^t  t^at  Hotj^  a  toUpmt  tpt 
^nH  HotH  ronuep  it  loeU  anH  tDpi^elff 
^nH  tfiorto  9At|i  a  txuLuetpmt  t^ufi^t 
QTrotue  fimt  tfiat  tj^to  tntu  t»fiU  not  fte  tumglit 

^ctetars* 
l?e0  imt  tafte  l^eUe  I19  tfie  titpre  jst  ^am  no  IO00e 
^  man  manrc^atunt  tfiat  tupU  gpne  b  matrfte  fiot  a  0000 
Utimxt  a  toUpnge  epe  to^  toauer  png  tfiougl^t^  tmxfu  9^ 
^nn  for  mt^t  etnlUp  pawt  not  a  nantptnrat 

^alolMS^. 
^l^e  tj^at  to  berp  tnanton  and  npiete 
liTDsnfcpnge  i^er  0eU^  mnruaplou^  1090^ 
^nn  tDffU  tome  to  )^pm  tj^at  Iiot|^  t^tv  call 
21299U  0)^e  not  tmradteU  for  a  fail* 

9m  mttltfp  for  a  fail  a0  flatte  m  a  take 
^nn  eatetj^  not  fioU)  mant;  failje0  0|^e  notice  tafte 
STliare  10  no  fail  can  ma&e  ^tv  lame 
4For  0|ie  mpU  tie  0ttte  of  tj^e  lie0t  gamt. 

^alotO0fie. 
5l^e  tl^at  notice  mafte  it  all  0ttattn0e  anil  qitapnt 
^nOr  icttetj^  a0  0|^e  tnttt  a  bert;  0apnt 
^f  a  man  in  tHe  natfce  liotQe  finr  a00a9 
Hatti  09e  anp  pomer  to  fiome  ont^  nap  nap. 
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yealousy. 
Then  thus  :  she  that  hath  a  rolling  eye, 
And  doth  convey  it  well  and  wisely, 
And  thereto  hath  a  wavering  thought, 
Trow  you  that  this  trull  will  not  be  bought? 

Secretary. 
Yes,  but  take  heed  that  by  the  price  ye  have  no  loss ; 
A  mad  merchant  that  will  give  5  marks  for  a  goose. 
Beware  a  rolling  eye  with  wavering  thought ;  Mark 
And  for  such  stuff  pass  not  a  dantiprat  [that,] 

yealousy. 
She  that  is  very  wanton  and  nice, 
Thinking  herself  marvellous  wise, 
And  will  come  to  him  that  doth  her  call, 
Will  she  not  wrestle  for  a  fall  ? 

Secretary. 
Yes,  surely,  for  a  fall  as  flat  as  a  cake. 
And  careth  not  how  many  falls  she  doth  take. 
There  is  no  fall  can  make  her  lame. 
For  she  will  be  sure  of  the  best  game. 

yealousy. 
She  that  doth  make  it  all  strange  and  quaint. 
And  looketh  as  she  were  a  very  saint. 
If  a  man  in  the  dark  doth  her  assay. 
Hath  she  any  power  to  hold  out  ?     Nay,  nay. 
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fgoIHe  mxtf  pMf  ot  it  ia  i^^ts^  0j^  t»a0  imcnt 

g|f  t^e  otiftv  t^pngt  come,  ^e  toliotc  ^j^ot  |}  meant 
jFor  all  9^  tioiff  loit<«*  9|ie  feDsll  cotdatp  U  tumt* 

Slie  t^dt  Hottie  loue  mocti(>  (ollptnge 
WSipt$  Jipntvw  mtn,  for  espre  aptkjifngt 
SnU  t|i9ti&ftl^  not  on  tier  otone  0|ianw 
a®ffU  not  t^pn  m^uie  fotnle  to  ma&e  tamt 

^t»  tBst^  gooH  Honftf  ipng  ao  ^  apme 

<i?uai  Up  Ann  Hff  pe  «|iall  t»er  reelapnte 

^tnH  mofte  Unr  tamt  m  tun  toae  tprtpU 

Co  0ttlftfe  fcptwpnge  anH  tpitlpnge  totila:  tUtfcprtpU. 

JIalotiwpt. 
Sfie  tHat  in  oomloliat  ipgtit  of  creHoue 
fSuiOi  to  mo&e  l^nr  ftf iM|^e»  large  of  txttpmce 
P^oto  dape  pott»  an9  i^er  monepHo  faple 
asapU  dlie  not  lape  to  pleUge  Her  taple. 

S^cretarp. 
!?e0>  anH  pf  0lie  He  of  tfiat  ajmetpte 
sue  tnpU  ftottie  pleUge  anH  sell  out  rpglit 
P^eaHe  ptct»  taple  peee»  anH  au  foure  qttarter«  ' 
Co  one  or  otHer,  rat|^  tHan  fspleto  earterd. 
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Secretary, 
Hold  out,  yes,  or  it  is  pity  she  was  bom  ; 
A  horse,  a  wheelbarrow,  and  a  ram's  horn  ; 
If  the  other  thing  come,  ye  wot  what  I  mean. 
For  sdl  her  holy  looks,  she  will  convey  it  clean. 

Jealousy. 
She  that  doth  love  much  dallying 
With  divers  men,  for  fair  speaking 
And  thinketh  not  on  her  own  shame, 
Will  not  this  wild  fowl  be  made  tame  ? 

Secretary. 
Yes,  with  good  handling,  as  I  aim. 
Even  by  and  by  ye  shall  her  reclaim. 
And  make  her  tame  as  ever  was  turtle. 
To  suffer  kissing  and  tickling  under  the  kirtle. 

Jealotisy. 
She  that  is  somewhat  light  of  credence, 
And  to  make  her  fresh,  large  of  expense, 
How  say  you,  and  her  money  do  fail, 
Wii  she  not  lay  to  pledge  her  tail  ? 

Secretary. 
Yes,  and  if  she  be  of  that  appetite. 
She  will  both  pledge  and  sell  outright, 
HeaH  piece,  tail  piece,  and  all  four  quarters, 
To  one  or  other,  rather  than  fail  to  carters. 
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Slltt  ttiot  Um^  to  0|;t  ottii  iiiu0^ 

SnOf  €xaSUl9  earn  Qn:  0^lft  ex(tt0e 

motan  09e  i0  tafteti  knttti  a  fame 

asipU  0!i^  not  ht  tDotiiu  knptti  a  0111011  asmmt. 

S^txttaxp. 
Wi^at  n^ta  MMiBU,  s  t^axt  Mpt  i^t  knpU  cotu^ent 
IRftat  pt  0!iall  ^ntre  bp  a  r^a0onailile  postament 
Situ  t^an  ta!kt  fttt^t,  tat  in  ktpitm  of  ttii0  tDorUe  ^  IfoUit 
^0  more  Haunget  tfiaiti  in  tfttpm^  ^  t!iott0an)ie  folUe* 

^olotwpe* 
SQe  ttiot  i0  of  mpnOfe  0onikD|)ait  ret|iele00e 
®9ttpn0e  liet  0elf^  all  to  ptitlm^w 
anOf  louetli  to  Ipt  longe  in  tttt  UtVOt 
WOto  \mpttt^  a  tpmt,  0Q11II  ftt  not  lie  0peIRie« 

Seeretari;« 
Cpme?  nap  nap^  toapte  pf  i^t  fie  in  gooH  moUe 
iFor  out  of  t|^e  tfii^refie^  all  tpme0  lie  gooH 
iSut  pa00e  not  tfieteon;  ttiougfi  0!ie  0ai;e  nape 
iFor  00  0!)e  topU^  knlian  0!ie  fiatfi  Iie0t  ltt0t  to  plase^ 

3taMmpt. 
Slltt  t^at  ran  no  eon0e9le  fcepe 
SlnH  l90||tl9  topU  0OliIie  anU  toetie 
auiugl^  agapne^  anti  toote  not  toi^p  1 

WSipll  09e  not  lie  0oone  tpeeH  to  tolp. 
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Jealousy. 
She  that  loveth  to  sit  and  muse, 
And  craftily  can  herself  excuse, 
When  she  is  taken  with  a  fault, 
Will  she  not  be  won  with  a  small  assault  ? 

Secretary. 
What  needs  assault  ?     I  dare  say  she  will  consent 
That  ye  shall  enter  by  a  reasonable  appointment ; 
And  then  take  heed,  for  in  keeping  of  this  ward  and 
Is  more  danger  than  in  getting,  a  thousand  fold,  [hold 

Jealousy. 
She  that  is  of  mind  somewhat  reckless, 
Giving  herself  all  to  idleness, 
And  loveth  to  lie  long  in  her  bed, 
Who  waiteth  a  time,  shall  he  not  be  sped  ? 

Secretary. 
Time  ?     Nay,  nay ;  wait  if  she  be  in  good  mood. 
For  out  of  the  church  all  times  be  good ; 
But  pass  not  thereon,  though  she  say  nay. 
For  so  she  will  when  she  hath  best  lust  to  play. 

Jealousy. 
She  that  can  no  counsel  keep, 
And  lightly  will  sob  and  weep. 
Laugh  again,  and  wot  not  why, 
Will  she  not  be  soon  enticed  to  folly  ? 
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U^t  Uttxtft  fietofcm  a  fvatifsm  Mturofc 
antt  laugHsnge  nom  m  nuilffM  juMmo^ 
QSBtKm  ^t  to  in  mot  tAlH^iifif »  «i«cl»  tt>tll  ««^ 
art  »lpp»  i^mff  mt$i9K  m$  tnwm  in  Her  9«tUt, 

^ttt  mt  to  Uvtt,  imttfi  aim  ifonat 
aitiy  can  comon  in  tcrntfo  tQfftli  tpWO  tongt 
^Qiy  tQffU  aD{?9i(  ms^V^pnge  in  t^  tavt 
CtisD&e  »e  l^«  t«»U  to  not  IpgW  ot  tje  »wre 

Up  all  tl|M<  0enirt9  toitclN«r  vm  tUpniutli  tfttvelp 
fgev  otmu  UipU  «%$  «l»«tte  octitDS 
^omtpnu  fm  n«5«,  tier  fioiie«(t9  miWJJ. 
^Iie  tosll  tiW00tie  often,  or  «ri[ie  te  ones  «!rMte(. 

^alotO09e. 
^tie  tuat  vasntetH  Her  in  (fibici^nge  apporen 
vw  i^ote  tDfinee*  Ann  iraglp  fare  tneU 
anU  louetD  to  0lepe  at  after  none  «$Ue 
Ejauo  l»«t  to  «tr»fee*  trome  ge  «»e  infill  not  «*r8»«. 

j^nretorp. 
5  tan  not  ease,  pf  elie  topU  etrpJie 
ISut  »f  reaeon  He  oSvtih  notfiffnae  0tiaU  fOU  lie^sHe 
;ffcv  tf  tronttp,  a»  ftcet  ensenOretl^  IKipIr 
©aee  anSt  ranfe  fenpnge,  itottt  canwe  a  ipeoroiMrtasl^, 
imptfinteti  ai  Eontioit  in  dtxtttt  fUnr 
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Secretary. 
The  tears  betoken  a  gracious  courage, 
And  laughing  doth  all  malice  assuage ; 
When  she  is  in  that  taking,  mark  well,  mark. 
Let  slip,  spare  not  for  one  course  in  her  park. 

yealousy. 
She  that  is  fair,  lusty  and  young, 
And  can  commune  in  terms  with  defiled  tongue, 
And  will  abide  whispering  in  the  ear, 
Think  ye  her  tail  is  not  light  of  the  sear  ? 

Secretary. 
By  all  these  seemly  touches,  methinketh  surely 
Her  own  tail  she  should  occupy 
Some  time  for  need ;  her  honesty  saved, 
She  will  wash  often,  ere  she  be  once  shaved. 

Jealousy, 
She  that  painteth  her  in  staring  apparel. 
Use  hot  wines,  and  daily  fare  well, 
And  loveth  to  sleep  at  afternoon  tide. 
Who  list  to  strike,  trow  ye  she  will  not  stride  ? 

Secretary. 
I  cannot  say,  if  she  will  stride, 
But  if  reason  be  offered,  nothing  shall  fall  beside, 
For  of  truth,  as  frost  engendereth  hail. 
Ease,  and  rank  feeding,  doth  cause  a  lecherous  tail. 


Imprinted  at  London  in  Creed  Lane 
BY  John  King. 
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metne  pleamnrei 

<QHme  i0  our  txtaamt, 
gKUftning  mm  He  om:  mittj^ : 

dFot  <smiMr1i  out  itin$> 

cnHot  ro«e  anH  0t>ritt0» 
g|0  baHeH  Ann  ipetfi  in  eorti^. 

^txtme,  motm  tat  map 

iSotH  ntgHt  am  luip* 
^ttin  in  tioirt  toe  map  He  fttl  luOt; 

$^au€  VtvU  tamtiUf 

et  atoms  time  «ence, 
cn^e  lifte  treatwre  toe  neHer  Ian* 

mm  JiDeatI  toitf^  tli0  narte» 

leotli  v^oreen  t|e  loirte 
®f  t|at  Vrinee  moot  excellent : 

de  diUie  nelo  tiome 

ftiap  lament  ann  motne» 
Huai  for  t|e  neatl  of  lim  reventt 
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AN   EPITAPH 

UPON  THE 

DEATH  OF  KING  EDWARD. 


Imprinted  at  London  in  Holborn,  near  to  the  Conduit,  at  the  sign  of  the 
Saracen's  Head,  by  John  Charlewood  and  John  Tysdale. 


Adieu  pleasure ! 

Gone  is  our  treasure, 
Mourning  may  be  our  mirth  : 

For  Edward  our  King, 

That  rose  and  spring, 
Is  faded  and  lieth  in  earth. 

Therefore,  mourn  we  may 

Both  night  and  day, 
And  in  heart  we  may  be  full  sad ; 

Since  Brute  came  in, 

Or  at  any  time  since, 
The  like  treasure  we  never  had. 

But  Death  with  his  dart. 
Hath  pierced  the  heart 

Of  that  Prince  most  excellent : 
The  child  new  bom 
May  lament  and  mourn, 

And  for  the  death  of  him  repent 
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a  maatu  of  ®ui  I8auaii0» 

&cnt  to  ont  )oi?» 

einr  0tMnt  anH  our  pU9» 
<!lttr  comCmrt  to  tirni^  tofcure: 

Co  emsHtaai*0  0VMt  co0t» 

dito  )rti»U  m  tioDe  lo«it> 
C!Ktt  tottH  01  eHrtotenHom  nttgHt  conuMte* 

®f  00  ntMt  a  HM^f 

W^  gi>inie0t  on  eiivt|^> 
®nir  tn»  iUii0  aim  tt>r<  <>9  i^UlIK* 

<smiM]:lie  tiff  iuinie» 

ISortw  of  <!|tttm  ^atw» 
HnH  0omie  to  ititi0  IB^tu^  tll<  iilMllt 

at  ti^e  9%t  of  0ixt<itt  9er(0» 

^  b9  t^^  cronitlM  oper^^ 
^n  tue  0tt»nt|i  i^ttt  of  tito  rafgiie» 

(iJHriii  tofte  l^itn  otiNiSt 

®ttir  tomfort  onH  )09> 
Co  <i?n0lataie'0  0vtat  Holottr  onH  iMimu ; 

^n  Uto  tenBrer  not 

^  gvotie  «xSi  00  000^ 
^  tDM  \MxwSti  em  tDfttie : 

HnH  vam*  tftot  0tDf  et  fiotDnr 

jQatli  mtOHeli  tito  ftoDwr 
Ifn  tl^e  t9x%-^t  more  f0  t|K  pftto* 
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Gone  is  our  joy, 

Our  sport  and  our  play, 
Our  comfort  is  turned  to  care  : 

To  England's  great  cost, 

This  jewel  we  have  lost, 
That  with  all  Christendom  mightcompare. 

Of  so  noble  a  birth, 

The  godliest  on  earth, 
Our  true  king  and  heir  by  right: 

Edward  by  name, 

Bom  of  Queen  Jane, 
And  son  to  King  Henry  the  Eight 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 

As  by  the  chronicles  appears. 
In  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign, 

God  took  him  away. 

Our  comfort  and  joy. 
To  England's  great  dolor  and  pain  ; 

In  his  tender  age 

So  grave  and  so  sage, 
So  well  learned  and  witty : 

And  now,  that  sweet  flower 

Hath  builded  his  bower 
In  the  earth — the  more  is  the  pity# 
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1)0  to  (gugUnOe  4  miu^btf. 
mi  upm^Xi  lKivtf0 11149  nutnv ; 

Co  (tt  tiMt  0ti»te  c|iini(» 

^0  meiie  onli  00  nUUtt» 
^  0ooiie  0iil«iteii  to  iBovMKtf. 

®ut  of  (iKvousitX^  tit  «»( goiu> 
910)  itett  ttnUer  a  0toiu» 
wm  loDttli  iHrtH  |»im0e  tan  tMs&e : 
Cliou  0talt  mt  tim  no  mwc^ 
ClMit  0eii  iiff  tlKt  0^  0tovey 

dFOK  HMtlP  tlOtH  IfWCtSSf  ||i0  tKWt 

<2^oiu  i0  our  fciii0> 

diot  ipoiiUi  rtmne  at  t^t  tixigtf 
HnH  ofteiitiiitt0  rslve  on  I8U^  fitiitt  t 

9t  notiit  nun  of  cfteHolirff* 

9niy  se  men  of  artflarie^ 
gmas  tta  lament  tto  l^eott* 

Wbfit  enutt  ^im  10  {Keddre> 
9nti  lat)9<lv  in  leoiy^t 
ann  fti  asie0tmin0ter  l$^  ^^  come : 
mi  iKixtt9  map  retoe, 
W^  tim  t^en  tim  iu»l0» 
.  <9v  ti^  0tO«te  cfMUde  Ha  iud^oure* 
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The  whose  loss  and  lack 

Is  to  England  a  wreck, 
All  faithfull  hearts  may  mourn  ; 

To  see  that  sweet  child, 

So  meek  and  so  mild. 
So  soon  subdued  to  worms. 


Out  of  Greenwich  he  is  gone, 

And  lieth  under  a  stone, 
That  loveth  both  house  and  park  : 

Thou  shalt  see  him  no  more, 

That  set  by  thee  such  store, 
For  death  hath  pierced  his  heart 

Gone  is  our  king 

That  would  run  at  the  ring, 
And  oftentimes  ride  on  Blackheath : 

Ye  noble  men  of  chivalry, 

And  ye  men  of  artillery, 
May  all  lament  his  death. 

That  sweet  child  is  dead, 

And  lapped  in  lead, 
And  in  Westminster  lieth  full  cold: 

All  hearts  may  rue, 

That  ever  they  him  knew, 
Or  that  sweet  child  did  behold 
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8  ^  Uumt  of  ®Ul  fioUaUflit 

dFMt\mUf  HiamonUe  tteore  t 
dFMtmu,  tt^iftaU  Ataxt  i 

dFMtmilf  t^t  flotnet  of  t^tiMvv  i 
Wbt  Horn  l^otl^  tafcm  j^lmt 
^vOS  for  1^10  9eople^0  0itmf ; 

9  jtt0t  plage  fi^r  our  iniqattit.     . 

iSttt  tiotn^  9^  tioUe  peere^t 

inatrfce  tueU  pour  v^oxm, 
JFov  90tt  Ho  not  ftnotn  pour  Hap ' 

9nlr  tfito  90tt  mas  lie  ftoUie^ 

Hot^  pongt  and  olHe^ 
l^ott  ami  Hie,  aim  j^enre  aliMs* 

SnHt  for  our  ropaU  ftttiget 

W^t  itoUe^t  Ukitoget 
jLo  longer  tnitj^  tt0  map  tarie: 

ISttt  ^i»  0otae  tne  Ho  commenHe 

23nto  i^t  3ilorHe0  j^anHe, 
WSai^o  pre^ertie  our  noWIe  ^ene  iltarp, 

Honge  tnttj^  u^  to  enHure, 

ssauj^  mpvitt,  iop,  anH  plea^ure^ 
STo  rule  j^er  realme  arigtit ; 

^l  l^er  enenrie^  to  tDtt|^0tanHe 

Up  0ea  anH  bp  lanHe, 
ijtorH  prederto  j^er  fiotj^  Hap  anH  ntglpt 

<S;oH  0atoe  tlie  a^inge  anH  <!|ifeene ! 
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Farewell,  diamond  dear ! 

Farewell,  crystal  clear ! 
Farewell,  the  flower  of  chivalry  ! 

The  Lord  hath  taken  him, 

And  for  his  people's  sin  : 
A  just  plague  for  our  iniquity. 

But  now,  ye  noble  peers, 

Mark  well  your  years. 
For  you  do  not  know  your  day  : 

And  this  you  may  be  bold. 

Both  young  and  old, 
You  shall  die,  and  hence  away. 

And,  for  our  royal  king, 

The  noblest  living. 
No  longer  with  us  may  tarry  : 

But  his  soul  we  do  commend 

Unto  the  Lord's  hand. 
Who  preserve  our  noble  Queen  Mary, 

Long  with  us  to  endure. 

With  mirth,  joy,  and  pleasure, 
To  rule  her  realm  aright ; 

And  her  enemies  to  withstand 

By  sea  and  by  land. 
Lord  preserve  her  both  day  and  night ! 

God  save  the  King  and  Queen  ! 
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itnitnntetr  at  lonlion  in  HWamsait  SUttU  &s  i^u^ac^  tUnt. 


cut  (ifiroO'  aliokie»  for  iiMn'0  deligj^t, 

iHatli  lieere  orlMi>itfie  ethers  tiling* 
^oiuie>  moone  onti  0tarr^»  0||iti|^  00  tirtg|it> 

eiSSttl^  oU  bitoit  ftuitctf  t^ot  JHere  Hotti  dtfrtng^ 
9nti  4lotore0  tHat  are  00  flourtotisng ; 

imtoti0e0  oU  taK^i^  tj^ot  I)  tie9olde» 
Sb$  to  mp  nttnUe  t»0t  conttatvm* 

1 1^00  commence  tj^e  UtortgoUie.  . 


|)n  tieore  Iir0t  0prtnget||  t|ie  DioUt* 

Q^e  t)rtinero0e  tliim  at0O  Hotj^  0t>reli» 
cue  eott«Aiti  0ltieete,  aliroalre  Hotj^  get, 

die  liai0pe  gape*  0|iet0et||  fOrtip  tier  tieli> 
cue  iiielioloe0  greette*  00  ganU0l^^, 

Ilto0t  goo^lff  (trulp)  to  HelioUie ; 
dpor  IDliicQ  <iBrOli  i0  to  lie  vraioeH;— 

f^et  B  commeidie  t^  AtarigoIHe. 
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A   NEW  BALLAD 

OF    THE 

MARIGOLD. 

Imprinted  at  London  in  Aldersgate  Street  by  Richard  Lant. 


The  God  above,  for  man's  delight, 

Hath  here  ordained  every  thing. 
Sun,  moon  and  stars,  shining  so  bright, 

With  all  kind  fruits  that  here  doth  spring, 
And  flowers  that  are  so  flourishing ; 

Amongst -all  which  that  I  behold, 
As  to  my  mind  best  contenting, 

I  do  commend  the  Marigold. 


In  ver  [spring]  first  springeth  the  violet. 

The  primrose  then  also  doth  spread, 
The  cowslip  sweet,  abroad  doth  get, 

The  daisy  gay,  showeth  forth  her  head. 
The  meadows  green,  so  garnished. 

Most  goodly  (truly)  to  behold  ; 
For  which  God  is  to  be  praised  ; — 

Yet  I  commend  the  Marigold. 
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12  ^  i^mOUt  of  <!^Ui  ldAUa}i0t^ 

tri^e  tO0e  t|^  cj^eotfltUs  Hotli  0|^otDet 
9t  mtil0imifr  j^er  umwt  ^ai!tf  ^tt ; 

^t  aAumtint  t^m  wt  mas  pee; 
tn^e  joUflotBt^t  in  fte09  Y^tg^ttt ; 

SSaitti  0tttaitie  mo  tfim  tAti  lie  toUie^ 
CQottffli  Qep  neHet  00  pleaMtttit  tiee^ 

Set  ^  tommeidie  t|ie  ittatigomre* 

I8ee  HeleetaUe  to  tfie  epe^ 
18?  ttHioiii  0koeete  0meUe0  are  mititdtreiyt 

d^e  0en0e  of  man  to  0ati0fpe ; 
¥et  eacj^t  M  0et))et|^  j^i0  fttntai^t?^ ; 

masi^tttMt  to  0a9  S  tnpU  tie  tiomre^ 
anir  to  oDitottie  oU  flatetpet 

i  Hoo  tommenUe  t|^e  inarigoUie* 

^  t|ie0e  tmt  for  a  time  &ot|^  ^erUe^ 

^one  tome^  0oone  ^one^  00  trot^  tl^ts  Uxt  l 
9t  ferlient  |^eate0  anH  0torme0  tfiei  0terto 

dFoUfpng  otiMis^  tj^eir  0taulfte0  left  liare« 
(&t  tliat  S  9rai0e,  tj^tt0  0^9  ^  ivare^ 

Sl^ee  0|^eb)et|^  glaU  rl^eare  in  j^eate  anir  romfe^ 
Utocj^e  profiting  to  j^erte0  in  rare^ 

Sncj^  i0  t|ii0  floure— tl^e  inarigoUie* 
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The  rose  that  cheerfully  doth  show, 

At  midsummer  her  course  hath  she  ; 
The  lily  white  after  doth  grow, 

The  columbine  then  see  may  ye; 
The  gilliflower,  in  fresh  degree  ; 

With  sundry  more  than  can  be  told, 
Though  they  never  so  pleasant  be. 

Yet  I  commend  the  Marigold. 

Though  these,  which  here  are  mentioned. 

Be  delectable  to  the  eye. 
By  whom  sweet  smells  are  ministered, 

The  sense  of  man  to  satisfy  ; 
Yet  each,  as  serveth  his  fantasy  ; 

Wherefore  to  say  I  will  be  bold. 
And  to  avoid  all  flattery, 

I  do  commend  the  Marigold. 

All  these  but  for  a  time  doth  serve. 

Soon  come,  soon  gone,  so  doth  they  fare  : 
At  fervent  heats  and  storms  they  starve. 

Fading  away,  their  stalks  left  bare. 
Of  that  I  praise,  thus  say  I  dare, 

She  showeth  glad  cheer  in  heat  and  cold. 
Much  profiting  to  hearts  in  care. 

Such  is  this  flower — the  Marigold, 
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14  n  nuvaat  of  ®ui  uouuiii^, 

msut^  wmu  itoctlt  opm  mss  aim  0||itt 
assj^itli  (in  a  mtmsnt)  to  u^  HoQ  tell 

Co  <B^rtott  <ffifoir0  bonnet  oitr  iDOlM  to  pitt^ 
aim  I19  9to  tnoorUe  to  wt  our  fittte^ 

Stiflls  to  fftaxOitf  M  t^m9Uni»  tuXtttf 
jFtoni  t|ie  tnttl^  to  dtaggtt  nor  tttutte ; 

Co  Utiiirie  ottr  qutmt,  t^  tumxt  m  metu, 

Cj^to  inarigolUe  ^  Droo  appls : 
4For  tfiat  t|^e  tiaitie  &ot|i  ^erte  00  meete^ 

^nli  propertie  to  eurl^  partie* 
4Fot  ^tt  ttCiwcpng  potientlp 

d^e  0toniie0  of  m^  m  Uirt  to  fnOSit 
m  9er  iioosngedt  tnitfiottt  tmw  isl^pp 

atoQ  to  0ee  0prtog  tj^to  ;AliirigoUife« 

S9^e  mas  He  taOlA  inarigome  inell^ 

<!K  MMit  (tttitft)  <B^ri0te0  motHet  Heere ; 
Cj^at  00  to  9^Abeti  0|^ee  Hoti^  exeellt 

asi0  0oUie  to  eortQ  to  j^aDie  no  peere^ 
50  teirtatolpt  ^l^^e  0|^toet|^  Aeete^ 

Sn  0raite  amU  j^onout  iioutile  tmtp 
Wbt  itoe  tiW0  nekiet  eorot  0eene,  j^eere— 

^ttcj^e  i0  tl^to  flotttet  t|^e  DtntigoUie* 
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This  Marigold  flower,  mark  it  well, 

With  sun  doth  open  and  also  shut 
Which  (in  a  meaning)  to  us  doth  tell 

To  Christ,  God's  Son,  our  wills  to  put. 
And  by  his  word  to  set  our  foot. 

Stiffly  to  stand,  as  champions  bold. 
From  the  truth  to  stagger  nor  stut ; 

For  which  I  praise  the  Marigold. 

To  Mary  our  queen,  that  flower  so  sweet, 

This  Marigold  I  do  apply  : 
For  that  the  name  doth  serve  so  meet, 

And  property  in  each  party. 
For  her  enduring  patiently 

The  storms  of  such  as  list  to  scold 
At  her  doings,  without  cause  why, 

Loath  to  see  spring  this  Marigold. 

She  may  be  called  Marigold  well. 

Of  Mary  (chief)  Christ's  mother  dear ; 
That  as  in  heaven  she  doth  excel. 

And  gold  in  earth  to  have  no  peer, 
So  certainly,  she  shineth  clear. 

In  grace  and  honour  double  fold. 
The  like  was  never  earst  [before]  seen  here — 

Such  is  this  flower,  the  Marigold. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Her  ^nutation  torn  to  itiiolim(» 

dPtom  tier  firot  age  ^ta  U  tiotfl  t»roit0|it ; 
fti  0iti0ler  toertite  0|iee  iMitli  grotime^ 

^MOi  «erli|»n9 (iKoli 00  f^t  koeU ougfit: 
4Por  tDtiicH  He  tMdi  t>^  in  9to  mntm* 

^lOi  0|iekDell  9er  groeeo  nuinp  foUie* 
^n  Her  eetote  to  see  tier  tirougtlt* 

Ctioug9  dome  l^sll  09it^  ttii0  morigoUire* 

^i^ttn  fditti  tKil'  ^nreH  a  ini0«e» 

2l2lttlictl  <9oll»  mo0t  intre»  l^otti  untierdUtdie ; 
muMt  fftt  tttdot  iyoone>  m  protoH  i0* 

1^  mmit»  00  to  Inring  to  tKintte  7 
^ :  tie  se  sure,  g)  mofte  a  twiniye ; 

dpor  sertopng  l^im*  tl<  neeHes  00  tsoUve 
Dtoite  Her  to  retgtie  otier  fBnglUmJtty- 

§^  loHetti  ^tt  ttii0  Jllarigouye. 

Her  conl»r0ation»  note  toi^o  U0t» 

St  i»  more  l^oDenls  t^ett  terraine; 
4Por  IDtlittI  ^tSf  Hot^  tier  otteA  a00i0t; 

^l  meefcetie00e  Hotj^  in  '^sv  remaine : 
mi  i0  tier  core  fiotn  to  orHapne 

So  tKi^  <Sr<Ar0  glorte  tl^e  extoUre ; 
<!^  tioore  anH  rietl<  o'^tt  Ht  moat  Upiu : 

®tiri0t  ttai»  ttierfore  ttii0  illarigoUie ; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IN  Modern  Type   and  Orthography.         17 

Her  education  well  is  known, 

From  her  first  age  how  it  hath  wrought ; 
In  singular  virtue  she  hath  grown, 

And  serving  God  as  she  well  ought : 
For  which  he  had  her  in  his  thought, 

And  showed  her  graces  manifold, 
In  her  estate  to  see  her  brought, 

Though  some  did  spite  this  Marigold. 

If  she  in  faith  had  erred  amiss, 

Which  God,  most  sure,  doth  understand  ; 
Would  he  have  done,  as  proved  is, 

Her  enemies  so  to  bring  to  hand  ? 
No  :  be  ye  sure,  Imake  a  band  [bond] ; 

For  serving  him,  he  needs  so  would 
Make  her  to  reign  over  England, — 

So  loveth  he  this  Marigold. 

Her  conversation,  note  who  list. 

It  is  more  heavenly  than  terrene  [earthly]  ; 
For  which  God  doth  her  acts  assist ; 

All  meekness  doth  in  her  remain  : 
All  is  her  care  how  to  ordain 

To  have  God's  glory  here  extoU'd  ; 
Of  poor  and  rich  she  is  most  fain  : 

Christ  save  therefore  this  Marigold  ! 
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i8  ii  »mmt  ta  mn  vmeOMf 

Situ  00  tt  i0»  <9oIl  loW^  tia:> 

^StOi  0|iee»  Uto  groce^  m  HMH  appttxt : 
9t  map  tie  fioUie>  as  to  re&vre 

9U.)iotttitfttliit0«e  to  9tt  nuMtt  cKore; 
{mat  00  Her  oiame  in  lifte  mmeaxtf 

Sittf  tamtn  pour  UMtlint^  imt^  pong  aim  ol»e, 
®liep  9tt  fbtOt  M  pout  <!$tt#nu  ntaxtt 

m6i  0ap-4iN[iri0t  0atie  tliii0  mwigmt  t 

®|iri0t  0atie  fftv  in  tttt  Hifl^  etimtf 

Clierin  in  re0t  long  to  enimre; 
4atiri0t  00  oU  tnronte0  Henre  mitigate* 

cruot  ou  map  lie  to  tii0  plea0ttte, 
Cl^e  tli0l^*  tile  lotoe,  in  tnu  meaottte* 

^  memlite0  tau^  mtit  Her  to  lioine, 
|^»  eacHe  to  tie  t|^ot|^er0  treaonre* 

^n  c|ieri0|ipn9  ttie  UlarigoUre. 

I8e  t!iott»  (®  «6oJif)  00  0oo]y»  00  t|iu0 

CHp  tierfeet  faptti  to  0ee  talte  place : 
ITOJip  peate  tliiou  plant  tiere  among  tt0, 

CHot  errour  map  go  tittle  Iii0  face: 
Sbo  to  Concorde  tt0  in  eoctie  ca0e, 

910  in  tup  courte  it  i»  enroUie, 
mitt  m»  M  one,  to  lone  Her  grace, 

Wm  i0  our  <|tteene,  t|ii0  inarigoltre. 
(QroU  0akie  t|ie  <!^cnel 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IN  MoDEHN  Type  and  Orthography.        19 

Since  so  it  is,  God  loveth  her, 

And  she,  his  gi^Cd,  u  doth  appear  : 
Ye  may  be  bold,  as  to  refer 

All  doubtfulness  to  her  most  clear  ; 
That  as  her  own  in  like  manner, 

She  willeth  your  wealths,  both  young  and  old, 
Obey  her  then,  as  your  Queen  dear, 

And  say — Christ  save  this  Marigold  ! 

Christ  save  her  in  her  high  estate, 

Therein  in  rest  long  to  endure ; 
Christ  so  all  wrongs  here  mitigate. 

That  all  may  be  to  his  pleasure. 
The  high,  the  low,  in  due  measure. 

As  members  true,  with  her  to  hold. 
So,  each  to  be  the  other's  treasure. 

In  cherishing  the  Marigold. 

Be  thou,  (O  God !)  so  good  as  thus 

Thy  perfect  faith  to  see  take  place  : 
Thy  peace  thou  plant  here  among  us, 

That  error  may  go  hide  hia  face  : 
So  to  concord  us  in  each  case, 

As  in  thy  court  it  is  enroU'd, 
We  all,  as  one,  to  love  her  grace, 

That  is  our  Queen,  this  Marigold. 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 

Quod  William  Forrest,  Priest 
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S^cUt<ii0r  tMttls  t^t  mantVt  partis  t^e  matter*  fti 

f^t  iiio0t  ex»Untt  meetsng  anH  ipiie  ittorUve 

tettimu  our  J^Herafgne  Uotif  anH  our 

<$iuau«  9<8tin<0. 

iminiinte))  at  l^mlron  &9  fliBsUfiam  HsbtreU. 

init  tgle'»  l^llf  |Mtt9  «9Ktll  9i0  t»iii00» 
9tdi  ftom  for  of  Hat^e  tofteti  flpgl^ 

^n  iDtlicti  nwoiu  toap  tip  no  UDritig0 
®ti  liott0|i  or  tnrattticti  ti^i»  Utlu  tnoUi  lifltit; 
Cttl  on  tj^e  ro0e»  iu^  r^  anH  tol^itf^f 

^t  liotlt^  noio  inoi^  IoDin0lie» 

^SnU  tlinrto  mocrte  ltt|ioDtn0l(<. 

Stie  monti^  en0Utng  next  to  Siune, 
^i»  HirUe  t^to  flotmre  for  percl^e  ttot^  tolbe, 

lU)op0inglie  ftim  wlft  to  tirune* 
He  rott0et9  rmielie  to  atoafce 
eipon  ttii0  9txt^t  to  tl^O0e  ^i»  maite: 

eonetttOing  «itrapg|^,  for  rime  rtgtt  re0t» 

^n  tue  lion0  liotore  to  HUHe  tti»  nectt. 
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A    BALLAD 

SPECIFYING  PARTLY  THE  MANNER,  PARTLY  THE  MATTER, 

IN  THE  MOST  EXCELLENT  MEETING  AND  LIKE  MARRIAGE 

BETWEEN  OUR  SOVEREIGN  LORD  AND  OUR 

SOVEREIGN  LADY,   THE  KING'S 

AND  QUEEN'S  HIGHNESS. 

Penned  by  John  Heywood. 

Imprinted  at  London  by  William  Ryddell. 

The  eagle's  bird  hath  spread  his  wings, 
And  from  afar  off  hath  taken  flight, 

In  which  mean  way  by  no  leverings 

On  bough  or  branch  this  bird  would  light ; 
Till  on  the  rose,  both  red  and  white, 

He  lighteth  now  most  lovingly, 

And  thereto  most  behoovingly. 

The  month  ensuing  next  to  June, 

This  bird  this  flower  for  perch  doth  take. 

Rejoicingly  himself  to  prune. 
He  rouseth  ripely  to  awake 
Upon  this  perch  to  those  his  make  [mate]  : 

Concluding  straight,  for  ripe  right  rest. 

In  the  lion's  bower  to  build  his  nest. 
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a  ^  i$utdne  of  ®ui  lSaiuili0, 


%  fiirUe,  A  tieafiit,  to  msCkt  to  tfpoo^e, 
itanulit,  t^  teanfte  moet  futriou^, 

St  nuts  wtxa  «tratttige»  antf  00  it  Hoooe, 
9nlif  to  t|^i0  Utiit  intttrioit0 ; 
St  wtmi^t  a  caw  vfgi^  ntriott^ 

STo  matte  condtruction  in  mOft  »tm, 

^  nmp  «tamt  for  ttii0  trti;lir0  ixtUn^* 


i$ttt  mairfte,  ttpi0  lion  00  Up  name> 
^0  twoyerlie  «  Umfi  fauMisne^ 

^0  lion  toilUe,  a  lion  tame, 
i%o  vampant  lion  nia0aasne, 
Clie  lamUifce  lion  feminpne, 

asatiO0e  miUie  meefce  twovertie  aleurtfi 

C!fi0  iiirliie  to  li§tit,  anH  |^im  a00ettrt9. 


lEttt  tglta  Uvtit,  t^t  tgU»  esre, 

^l  otiier  Uvna  fax  0ttrmountin0» 
9rt)e  erouniH  lion  matelietti  feffte, 

^vount  unto  troune  t|^i0  MrUe  Hotj^e  iiring ; 

^  itueenlie  queene,  a  ftinfilie  bina* 
d^U0  iplbe  to  ifflbe  j^ete  matefpA  i»- 
JSea^ot  matt^e  map  matetp  more  mete  tl^en  t|^i0  ? 
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A  bird,  a  beast,  to  make  to  choose, 
Namely,  the  beast  most  furious, 

It  may  seem  strange,  and  so  it  does, 
And  to  this  bird  injurious  ; 
It  seemeth  a  case  right  curious 

To  make  construction  in  such  sense. 

As  may  stand  for  this  bird's  defence. 


But  mark,  this  lion  so  by  name, 
Is  properly  a  lamb  to  assign, 

No  lion  wild,  a  lion  tame. 
No  rampant  lion  masculine, 
The  lamb-like  lion  feminine. 

Whose  mild  meek  property  allureth 

This  bird  to  light,  and  him  assuretk 


The  eagle's  bird,  the  eagle's  eyre, 

All  other  birds  far  surmounting. 
The  crowned  lion  matcheth  fair. 

Crown  unto  crown  this  bird  doth  bring ; 

A  queenly  queen,  a  kingly  king. 
Thus  like  to  like  here  matched  is — 
What  match  may  match  more  meet  than  this  ? 
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24  ^  i$ttiiDi«  of  mn  ^m$ittit 


S^o  mttu  a  vMte^t  in  paxentattf 

S^o  metU  A  mat^t  to  Jfigmiit, 
^0  mttu  a  matciie  to  patronage, 

^0  mttu  matt^t  to  tmiignite, 

ii^o  matc^t  ftrom  aU  maligntte, 
90  {t^m»  tit  (ffioH  g^oen  for  ttft  Mmt) 
S^tm  ^^antt  tten  wtnt ;  t|m«  Mpt^  t^t  Umt, 


9Ptfiii  mtttssmtt  matctpe,  at  flr0t  meeting, 
^n  t^esr  aprotj^e  togitl^er  neere, 

ii-onlie,  loDelie,  Iptoeli  gretting, 
Sn  eetpe  to  ottier  tffti  00  appeere, 
Ctiat  Ioober0  on,  ol  mtt0t  graunt  eleere, 

VTbtitt  tt0age  of  0ue|pe  l^mapne  reoel^e, 

^  all  migj^t  leme,  tntt  none  eotan  teacfie. 


e:|^Ott,  to  conjo^ntog  of  t9e0e  ttoa^ne, 
Quelle  0atreli  0olempne  eolempntte, 

^uetie  fore  to  fea0te  to  entertapne, 
Quelle  notatae  nofittite, 
^uej^e  honour  toitti  0uc|^  9one0te, 

^uetp  )09,  all  t|^e0e  to  plat  to  plot, 

^ai  tj^em  toj^o  tan,  for  I  can  not 
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So  meet  a  match  in  parentage, 

So  meet  a  match  in  dignity, 
So  meet  a  match  in  patronage, 

So  meet  match  in  benignity, 

So  matched  from  all  malignity, 
As  (thanks  to  God  given  for  the  same)  [report]. 
Seldom  hath  been  seen ;    thus  saith  the  fame 


This  meet-met  match,  at  first  meeting, 
In  their  approach  together  near, 

Lowly,  lovely,  lively  greeting, 
In  each  to  other  did  so  appear, 
That  lookers  on,  all  must  grant  clear, 

Their  usage  of  such  humane  reach. 

As  all  might  learn,  but  none  could  teach. 


Thou,  in  conjoining  of  these  twain, 
Such  sacred  solemn  solemnity, 

Such  fare  in  feast  to  entertain. 
Such  notable  nobility 
Such  honour  with  such  honesty. 

Such  joy,  all  these  to  plat  in  plot. 

Plat  them  who  can,  for  I  cannot. 
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26  n  »wmt  of  ®ui  »aiuti0> 


iSut  9cre  one  Hesntie  vtetimtntf 
itomine  «o  grente  in  pUut  00  0ni4U, 

,Aacion0  00  mmU,  00  HiStomt, 
^0oli<nliem^;  0oa0re^aU, 
amifltout  oSmtuftte  tnotlte  let  CbU  ; 

^oDe  0ig|it  of  ttiMpne»  for  tafioine  oU  met, 

,^  one  0iol^t  tl^e,  ipfce  t(ii0  to  get 


Slit0  lamUptie  li^on  an>  lamliUtie  Inarlxe, 
Co  09ot»  effect  «0  eatt0e  al[oi;lie0, 

4Por  ttKit  tDes  lamHUbe  i»e  coneuvUe* 
STfie  tomli  of  lamlw,  t^e  lotU  of  lorOre0 ; 
net  tt0  iffite  Uinitie0,  m  mo0t  aeeorlire0, 

Jtto0t  mefcelie  tj^anfte  in  tntmUe  lP9«e, 

90  9ttmlAt  fMvt  vmp  WMM  tft)»si». 


mx^ie^t  mxOM  mu  gsnen  mo0t  tfNintifiilUe, 
Co  prapet  fsU  loe  on  onv  bnee0e, 

ClKit  it  VMV  Ipfce  tlKit  Umts  on  |iie 
^n  lieltue  am  toeltn  to  pvo0pev  t|ee0e, 
90  fsitli  for  tHeir  mo«te  fiigH  Iieovee0e : 

9ntr  tuat  oil  toe,  tfieiv  0ttti)eet0,  mas 

lETj^em  anil  tj^eiv  l«toe0  loUe  onu  oHoff. 
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But  here  one  dainty  president, 

Number  so  great  in  place  so  small 

Nations  so  many,  so  different, 
So  suddenly  met ;  so  agreed  all, 
Without  offensive  word  let  fall ; 

Save  sight  of  twain,  for  whom  all  met, 

No  one  sight  there,  like  this  to  get 


This^  lamb-like  lion  and  lamb-like  bird. 
To  show  effect  as  cause  affords. 

For  that  they  lamb-like  be  concurred. 
The  lamb  of  lambs,  the  lord  of  lords  ; 
Let  us  like  lambs,  as  most  accords, 

Most  meekly  thank  in  humble  wise. 

As  humble  heart  may  most  devise 


Which  thanks  full  given  most  thankfully, 
To  prayer  fall  we  on  our  knees. 

That  it  may  like  that  Lord  on  high 
In  health  and  wealth  to  prosper  these. 
As  faith  for  their  most  high  degrees  : 

And  that  all  we,  their  subjects,  may 

Them  and  their  laws  love  and  obey. 
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28  ft  UuvOAt  of  mtf  »aUab0^ 

anOr  ti^at  ttttiunt  nttw  timpnt  atiDr  om, 
Wbt  t^t  atm  imt,  mu  once  to  eettHe* 

Sit  one  to  &nit  tt0  ti^ttiOtom, 
<SMS  to  tj^at  one  0ttt|^  mo  at  enlire^ 
30  |^i0  tniU  onl9  0|iaai  extenlie^ 

49raunte  t|^i0>  gooH  eotf !  aiming  tj^ie  grare^ 

STo  ma&e  tt0  meete  to  otrtapne  t|^i0  cam. 


SiSatiat  Ifffe  10  tie0t  ?   STfie  neHfp  to  fUU  of  tnoe  anti  a\Be, 
lETIie  tneltl^p  fUU  of  IiratDle0  anar  qttareU0  of  t|^e  latne ; 
Co  lie  a  marselif  man  j^otn  mnej^  att  tj^ou  tiegutteH^ 
Seeiiing  nttf  re0t  Ujf  tariiing  0tUl  for  |^ott0|^oUl»  \X}it, 

anH^tHttH! 
STo  till  it  i0  a  tople  to  grate  a  greHfp  gaine^ 
3nDr  0ut|^  a0  gotten  10  Initio  Hmtlfging  anti  Initio  paine« 
a  oIiretiAif  tufffe  Iiringe0  Dfebate^— fepiue  not  anti  neiur 

tl^iue; 
®iiiUiten  are  ej^arge^— t|^{ime00»  t|^e  greate0t  lacfc 

aliue; 
l^otttl^  tDitle0e  10  anOf  ftaple^  age  0icfclp  anti  forlome ; 
Wbtn  fte0t  it  i0  to  Ufpt  tietime^  or  neuer  to  fie  dome. 
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And  that  between  these  twain  and  one, 
The  three  and  one,  one  once  to  send. 

In  one  to  knit  us  everyone. 
And  to  that  one  such  more  at  end, 
As  his  will  only  shall  extend. 

Grant  this,  good  God  !  adding  thy  grace, 

To  make  us  meet  to  obtain  this  case. 


A    BALLAD. 

What  life  is  best  ?     The  needy  is  full  of  woe  and 

awe. 
The  wealthy  full  of  brawls  and  quarrels  of  the  law ; 
To  be  a  married  man  how  much  art  thou  beguiled, 
Seeking  thy  rest  by  carking  still  for  household,  wife, 

and  child ! 

To  till  it  is  a  toil  to  grace  a  greedy  gain. 

And  such  as  gotten  is  with  drudging  and  with  pain. 

A  shrewd  wife  brings  debate, — ^wive  not  and  never 

thrive ; 
Children   are  charge, — childless,  the    greatest  lack 

alive; 

Youth  witless  is  and  frail,  age  sickly  and  forlorn  ; 

Then  best  it  is  to  die  betime,  or  never  to  be  born. 
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diept  UfttHM,  in  tfUcUf  mp  Ij^  tPoUl^  tl^to ; 
STfiept  morHfeo  Dfo  pretenlire  ntp  Isbptige  to  etai^ ; 
tEfftpt  tf^M  S  incat  itot»  tl^epr  toorlif^0  liq^nge  mt^tp 
S  QfreHfe  atiDr  tegarHfe  in  ntntinr  a0  motj^e* 

Ittff  Iptt  i0  tntt  bple»  S  tifUmt  m  lig^U 
Cfi^tt  0|mUlfe  S  in  gooimed  or  Ipbffitge  Uftlpg^ ; 
Si!3|^oiii  nuitterd  attfi  HeHed  nottgfit  mobetfi  at  mi^ 
^fiitUie  feDpttfif^  atm  topiu  feDorOM  9t0  courage  appall  7 

iiot  man  unto  man^  ean  tl^eaten^  S  tttote^ 
more  greebott0  tj^an  Qf^atl^^  Vttt  l^orrpUe  lote : 
^nU  b$  it  t^at  tftatft  tip  wnttntt  of  man 
S  0ttffre^  anOf  ttiat  tmu  0uffre  S  cam 

jmffot  0|mUife  S  r^arOfe  t1^i0  tran0ptorU  crtate^ 
^egarUe  anti  tUpniie  on»  tiotH  earlp  anar  late^ 
S  mtt0te  a  nett»  ipfie^  t^at  eber  0tiall  la^te^ 
^ntitttt  to  no  QfMtti^  no  0ptttene00e^  no  taaau* 

STfian  ttttleome  tie  Dfeatl^^  tj^e  entrpe  of  Ipfe^ 
^nU  Hetoe  to  tj^e  toorUie^  t^t  ^tagt  of  all  0trpf e ; 
ilpfe  lo0t  in  t1^i0  top0e^  reUbptl^  agapne^ 
4For  etier  in  tilp00e^  to  Iptie  toittiout  papne* 
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A  SUPPOSED  LAMENT, 

By  Gardiner,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 

Their  deeds,  in  effect,  my  life  would  have ; 
Their  words  do  pretend  my  living  to  crave ; 
Their  deeds  I  dread  not,  their  words  being  such, 
I  dread  and  regard  in  manner  as  much. 

My  life  is  but  vile,  I  esteem  as  light, 
Then  should  I  in  goods  or  living  delight; 
Whom  matters  and  deeds  nought  moveth  at  all, 
Should  wind  and  vain  words  his  courage  appal  ? 

Not  man  unto  man,  can  threaten,  I  wot. 
More  grievous  than  death,  the  horrible  lot : 
And  be  it  that  death  by  sentence  of  man 
I  suffer,  and  that  well  suffer  I  can. 

What  should  I  regard  this  transitory  state. 
Regard  and  think  on,  both  early  and  late. 
I  must  a  new  life,  that  ever  shall  last. 
Subject  to  no  death,  no  sickness,  no  waste. 

Then  welcome  be  death,  the  entry  of  life, 
And  adieu  to  the  world,  the  stage  of  all  strife  ; 
Life  lost  in  this  wise,  relieveth  again, 
For  ever  in  bliss,  to  live  without  pain. 
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jptmn  ^^tntt  atm  lierein^  ins  eomlOtt  atOi  0tA9e 
IElepo0^  S  1N^#  tjN^t  cannot  Hferape ; 

i&oUf  graunt  mt  ntM  Of^atfi^  m^t  iptt  to  tetusne* 

Sn  meane  tpme  anar  ^pote^  Mpt  tnroperlff  t|^i0 
S  mapt  anOf  in  pUice— tona  0aAtt0  fiominto* 


^  aSletott  upon,  tit  aSlepUtation 
to  tf^t  same. 

l^ottt  tftntit  in  tfUtt,  Vttat  nuore  pour  ipu  Inraito^ 
liatl^  tauwtjf  pour  toorlif^0  t|^e  tnttl^  to  Uftptaii^ ; 
¥onr  Hfelied  pt  forget  not>  pour  toorHfe^  tiepinge  0Ut9» 
^ott  mrpto  on  anOf  DfreQe  not^  all  men  0e  to  morfie* 


¥ottr  Ipfe  Hatl^  fien  Ittxittt,  toiej^e  pe  e0tteme  Ipgl^t, 
®f  fotte  to  leabe  gooinie00^  no  tj^oniie  to  gupgtit ; 
i!rtiougl^e  matters  anOf  HeDfe^  nougl^t  motoe  pou  at  aU, 
Utt  eotjf  avSi  9i0  tfireateo  pour  otoUttene^  appalU 
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From  hence  and  herein,  my  comfort  and  stay 
Reposed  I  have,  that  cannot  decay ; 
God  grant  me  such  loss,  that  raiseth  this  gain  : 
God  grant  me  that  death,  such  life  to  retain. 

In  mean  time  and  space,  say  properly  this 
I  may,  and  in  place — vana  salus  hotninis, 

Stephen  Wynton. 


A  RETORT  UPON, 

OR 

REPLICATION    TO   THE  SAME. 

Your  deeds  in  effect,  that  made  your  life  brave, 
Hath  caused  your  words  the  truth  to  deprave ; 
Your  deeds  ye  forget  not,  your  words  being  such. 
You  drive  on  and  dread  not,  all  men  see  too  much. 

Your  life  hath  been  lewd,  which  ye  esteem  light. 
Of  force  to  leave  goods,  no  thank  to  go  quite  ; 
Though  matters  and  deeds  nought  move  you  at  all. 
Let  God  and  his  threats  your  stoutness  appal. 

c 
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s  mmf  tif  ®» t^mm* 


4P0r  mm  wnt^  imti  fun  fumg^  t|ivMtt>  0$  tl>pte» 
more  gtelmi0  tUm  liMtH,  tHat  HorrslOe  lote : 
I8ut  9f  se  iKite  (veotlp*  tm  fvuft^tt  09to  can, 
fireUe  tUm  ffonr  Hetvrtetf,  anH  Uame  9«  not  nuin* 

AnunHf » onH  vtptntt  v^we  (rtoHoutme  e«tate» 
CT^ot  trtttj^f  IM^  neovt  tr9di>  tntt  Omwu  to  late ; 
9  pituanu  mo0te  vopstwHe,  (torn  ^trte  to  t^e  Uutte, 
90  tOfflfitU  M  tuffttie,  tDHicH  tDiuite  tnoriutli  tiM0tf . 

I  iiottlrte  t9<  ttttltome  of  Utat^  to  tj^at  iffdr, 
pui0el)r  for  9Oi»'0  9A0^nt<)»»  in  ^^^^  o^  moctie  0trtifie: 
ILfffe  lO0t  in  t^to  t»90e>  retetivtn  ogasne, 
90  He  tlNit  from  Iil900e  retnmetli  to  papm, 

iFrom  Unite  antr  |^ein»  sour  comforte  onli  0ta9e 
iUpo0A  pott  tiak>e»  tDHittie  ne])ie0  mu0te  Orecase ; 
if  t&on  for  ti^i0  lO00e  Ho  graunt  pe  tietne  gapne. 
iSoU  ^T^Vtft  se  from  lie<it|^>  0ttttie  ipfe  to  retaime* 

^n  meone  anH  0tM»  our  twa^er  i»  t9i0> 
90  toe  mape  in  trtote,  Oolx  tonme  to  (to. 
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For  man  unto  man  cannot  threat,  ye  wot, 
More  grievous  than  death,  that  horrible  lot : 
But  if-  ye  have  death,  that  justice  give  can, 
Dread  then  your  des^ts,  and  blame  ye  not  man. 

Amend,  and  repent  your  stubborn  estate, 
That  truth  hath  near  tried,  but  almost  too  late ; 
A  pattern  most  popish,  from  first  to  the  last, 
As  wilful  as  witty,  which  want  worketh  waste. 

I  doubt  the  welcome  of  death  to  that  life. 
Placed  for  Pope's  pageants,  in  stage  of  much  strife  : 
Life  lost  in  this  wise,  reliveth  again. 
As  he  that  from  bliss  retumeth  to  pain. 

From  hence  and  herein,  your  comfort  and  stay 
Reposed  you  have,  which  needs  must  decay ; 
If  God  for  this  loss  do  grant  ye  due  gain, 
Grod  shield  ye  from  death,  such  life  to  retain. 

In  mean  and  space  our  prayer  is  this, 
As  we  may  in  place,  God  turn  to  his. 

H.  S. 
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36  ft  iSiudiu  of  oin  muai0p 


CToitcl^ititf  t^t  trAfftorott0  {Mk^tige  of  ^MtliorotD 

Imptintelr  at  l^mlum  in  ;fUtt$::S>UtU  is  ^lo*  llotoelL 
<Kitm  ytiibtUgio  air  htqifimintrttm  solitm* 


®9#  iMliatit  ttitMlifet0»  gadUUimiff  gaif » 
9QI||0»  tBitI  ffomr  toiiip^ete0»  tonqtttnritige  t^e  tottte^ 

easfMi^  or  totB^t0»  oil  etosiHstige  in  poitr  iMie^ 
9^  tattf  amtxMing  All  ^0tatM  nuMrt  ^UntUp 
9tt  HaH  U  notB  tmt  goOit  to  looite  utioute : 

^torfiorotB  taattl  to  1N^  l^  olone^ 

fttiH  to&e  ^torfiorotQ  tMtnstige  etotf  t|^one« 

i89  ^tartiototB  racrtf l»  not  ^torfiorotB^ 
S  onelff  niMn^—tntt  futtfin:  unlifnrirtanlif^ 

<!Ftf|t  liabent^  tcfit  fioIQi^  or  otfin:  liarborotB 
Slat  out  gooH  Itpng  anH  <!|tteen^  Ho  ftolt^t  in  HanHf : 
ft0  Qfetne  olieHiente  Wnlifetl^  tt0  in  tmOtt. 

deir  ^torfiorotB  ta0tel0  to  let  alone 

ftnH  take  j^MttiorotQ  tiwimsng  eDnrst^on^t 
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A    BRIEF   BALLAD 

TOUCHING  THE  TRAITOROUS  TAKING  OF  SCARBOROUGH 

CASTLE. 

Imprinted  at  London  in  Fleet  Street  by  Tha  Powell. 

Cum  priviUgio  ad  imprimendum  $olwm. 


Oh,  valiant  invaders,  gallantly  gay, 

Who,  with  your  compeers,  conquering  the  route. 

Castles  or  towers,  all  standing  in  your  way, 
Ye  take,  controlling  all  estates  most  stout. 
Yet  had  it  now  been  good  to  look  about : 

Scarborough  castle  to  have  let  alone, 

And  take  Scarborough  warning  everyone. 

By  Scarborough  castle,  not  Scarborough, 
I  only  mean — ^but  further  understand 

Each  haven,  each  hold,  or  other  harborough 
That  our  good  King  and  Queen  do  hold  in  hand 
As  due  obedience  bindeth  us  in  band. 

Their  Scarborough  castles  to  let  alone 

And  take  Scarborough  warning  everyone. 
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38  91  ttittime  of  ®UI  »aWl0, 

^n  tiooft^  of  oUi^^  AtiH  in  out  ep^  of  mtB# 
IBatto  allMs  lo0t  t|^^iti0tU»0»  onli  t|^fir0  tj^arfote ; 

Wl  tl^to  pe  QfOi  forgrt  in  tixat  to  tietB« 

9QI|lie|  msglit  Hatto  tDtougl^t  tot|i  sou  An9  9Ottir0 
U0efi^tB 
ilettsng  ^tarliotrotB  M0tel  notB  alone^ 


VH^U^  ^eairbototB  tMtOi  0amitAie  0tanIiisng 
9M  tottlQf  ti^at  ta0t(U  0lffl9  sou  liegsle^ 

l^e  t^ougl^t  se  toofci^  ti^  (austeU  at  ffomr  lonfirsng* 
0:9^  ta0teu  ta&sng  ynup  in  ^  0^tf  tBipffle : 
<&t^t  0tone  tBitl^in  tj^e  tMUXi  tiMll  Hill  0ni9l^» 

dAt  SfWlwrotB  M0t^  9^  ift  not  aAon^^ 

flnH  toofc^  S^toriiorotD  UMmpng  eDers^lon^ 


l^our  tmttsng  notB  in  wet  poiti:  Ii9ki9li09^  OvMm^^ 
IBatl^  ntaHe  sou  0t^  (onir  l^ft^  ms^ify  to  CetU) 

9  fetB  Uiu  trastomr0  tan  not  tv^nne  a  xtMxt ; 
OooQf  0tt&)erte0  "btp  anly  toil!  lie»  trtiD  m  0teele 
STo  0tanlif  tDit^  9on»  t|^t  tnHe  t^e^  ipfce  no  lied^« 

^tatrtiorotv  ta0td0 1^^  tan  ittte  olon^^ 

SnH  ta&t  ^torliorotB  tBatnsng0  tDttrst^ont* 
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The  scalers  of  which  castles  evermore, 
In  books  of  old,  and  in  our  eyes  of  new, 

Have  always  lost  themselves,  and  theirs  therefore  ; 
All  this  ye  did  forget  in  time  to  view. 
Which  might  have  wrought  both  you  and  yours 
f  eschew 

Letting  Scarborough  castle  now  alone, 

Taking  Scarborough  warning  everyone. 


This  Scarborough  castle  simply  standing 
Yet  could  that  castle  slyly  you  beguile, 

Ye  thought  ye  took  the  castle  at  your  landing. 
The  castle  taking  you,  in  the  self  while  : 
Each  stone  within  the  castle  wall  did  smile, 

That  Scarborough  castle  ye  let  not  alone. 

And  took  Scarborough  warning  everyone. 


Your  putting  now  in  use  your  devilish  dream, 
Hath  made  you  see  (and  like  enough  to  feel) 

A  few  false  traitors  cannot  win  a  ream  [realm]  ; 
Good  subjects  be,  and  will  be,  true  as  steel 
To  stand  with  you,  the  end  they  like  no  deal. 

Scarborough  castles  they  can  let  alone. 

And  take  Scarborough  warnings  everyone. 
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Cliep    ItnotB    0oir0    tottt-tolies   tUdr  2tim0  anH 

JliM  takt  ttom  tfienit  Imt  ftept  for  t^tm  tittix  olrnie 
atiH  tt\^t  to  tl^ait^  tDj^eti  0tti9  tra9tottr0  art  wmt 

90  se  axt  not»,  to  ftrfftttf^  all  oiMctbtotxmt. 
va^tp  tDoorft^  90ttr  otortj^otB^    fis  <9idr0  potner 

0tOllllt0^ 

<Koli  0ait|i— IM  ^MtliorotB  tuMtU  alone^ 
STaite  StartiorotB  tXMtnpng  t\wcpatom. 


{To  late  for  90u»  atiH  in  time  for  t|^e  re0t 
m  pour  iiio0t  tra9torou0  0ert  (if  mp  ttt) 

9ott  all  are  0pertaele0  at  fttU  tBitiie0t» 
9to  otfier  tueare  to  sou— trea0on  to  flee» 
WSttHOt  in  pou  pa0t»  set  mas  tfie  re0t  of  see 

Clie  mQi  S^arboroioD  ta0teU0  let  alone^ 

aifiDf  tafce  S^iMtotot»  t»amstig0  etierpefione« 


{n[ii0  terme^  Searliorotv  toamsng^  greioD  (0oiiie  0as) 
18s  llA0ts  fiangstifff  Cor  ranft  roblirs  t|^eare« 

WX^o  tfiat  ttMt0  met»  tntt  0U0pert  in  tj^at  ttMts» 
Streigl^t  tDa0  lie  tru0t  up»  tnfiatetier  lie  tueare* 
923|iempon»  t|^eeto0  tlm^vng  goolr  to  forlieare 

^carlioroioD  robbsng  t|ies  let  t|iat  alone 

aniif  toofte  ^tarliorotiD  toamsng  elierse|ione« 
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They   know  God's   law — to  obey  their   King  and 
Queen  ; 
Not  take  from    them,   but  keep  for  them  their 
own 
And  give  to  them,  when  such  traitors  are  seen 
As  ye  are  now,  to  bring  all  overthrown. 
They  work   your  overthrow,   by    God's    power 
grown, 
God  saith — let  Scarborough  castle  alone. 
Take  Scarborough  warning  everyone. 

Too  late  for  you,  and  in  time  for  the  rest 
Of  your  most  traitorous  sect  (if  any  be) 

You  all  are  spectacles  at  full  witnessed. 
As  other  were  to  you — treason  to  flee. 
Which  in  you  pass'd,  yet  may  the  rest  of  ye 

The  said  Scarborough  castles  let  alone. 

And  take  Scarborough  warnings  everyone. 

This  term,  Scarborough  warning,  grew  (some  say) 
By  hasty  hanging,  for  rank  robbery  there. 

Who  that  was  met,  but  suspect  in  that  way, 
Straight  was  he  truss'd  up,  whatever  he  were. 
Whereupon,  thieves  thinking  good  to  forbear 

Scarborough  robbing  they  let  that  alone 

And  took  Scarborough  warning  everyone. 
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if  robbstig  in  tl^ot  ia»v,  tir A  Hongsnt  00/ 
ISff  tHeft  to  taHe  uws,  tolrni^,  caurtdl,  anH  00, 

SSB^ot  ScavlMnrotD  ^anoffng  ttaHtOt  mttf  lo  i 
sraeofft  pent  0eU»0  tierein  luligetf  capitally 
I  tj^inftt  somr  ftm0eiiwnt<0  on  t^ew  imot90  mntA 

j(c«vtiototii  ro&Htmy  mo  ltt*t^  not  Alont, 
ScarliorotD  ^ongstw  li<«erDe  eDevscftone. 

aaie  nam  to  tOHrii  t|M  sou*  amr  oi  of  9ot0> 
loan  tieoi  tomtOrereH,  m  tsM  a»  pt  lunm 

srtit  mH  of  all  trastotie,  a0  sou  wt  it  nolo, 
ilong  to  tiak»  Ittieli,  lobsng  tnilijettetf  trelD, 
flla0 !  sour  lo00<  m  not  ttiavWf  tntt  rttu* 

sniiat  j^cotiunrois  atstoi  vt  ittu  not  alone> 

SMI  tooit  ^tavtoroin  toomffng  tUttpt^tmt* 

CTo  craft0  tfiot  <l»r  tlnrstiet  tDi^  men  ttttt  tUal», 
Co  craft0  tj^ot  MttSf  mtn  tixptttp  10900  mm  eeeor 
lo|^enll(f« 
eipt  craft0  tO«t  nfl»er  t|irt>l»a  fiooUcon  leame  toleaUe. 
Cnpi0  t|ii;tta<0  croftp  cvafit  tHen  Otte  itaiit  m* 
®ne  eoUp  one  fc^nge^  one  qneene,  oertoe  ftonfte  only 
ftee, 
C^eiv  ^Mtfioroio  Motell  let  it  alone* 
COfce  toe  ^cnrliorolD  trnmimr  eDeriefione. 
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If  robbing  in  that  way,  bred  hanging  so, 
By  theft  to  take  way,  town,  castle,  and  so, 

What  Scarborough  hanging  craveth  this,  lo ! 
Were  yourselves  herein  judges  capital, 
I  think  your  judgments  on  these  words  must  fall, 

Scarborough  robbing  who  letteth  not  alone, 

Scarborough  hanging  deserve  everyone. 


We  would  to  God  that  you,  and  all  of  you. 
Had  been  considered,  as  well  as  ye  knew 

The  end  of  all  traitory,  as  you  see  it  now. 
Long  to  have  lived,  loving  subjects  true, 
Alas !  your  loss  we  not  rejoice,  but  rue. 

That  Scarborough  castle  ye  let  not  alone. 

And  took  Scarborough  warning  everyone. 


To  crafts  that  ever  thrive,  wise  men  ever  cleave. 
To  crafts  that  seeled  when  thrive,    wise  men 
seeled  when  flee. 
The  crafts  that  never  thrive  a  fool  can  learn  to  leave. 
This  thriftiess  crafty  craft  tHen  clear  leave  we, 
One  God,  one  king,  one  queen,  serve  frank  and 
free, 
Their  Scarborough  castle  let  it  alone. 
Take  we  Scarborough  warning  everyone. 
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iUtiKie  ti»  our  9M9tp  fat  ttttit  pro0pn:itee 
l^tatOfing  ^im  tw  Up  m  it  noioD  gotfi^ 

afiDf  to  t|^i0  Hate  9At|^  gotie^  tfKit  it  mas  lie^ 

®otittattA  0O»  in  pttpttaiut : 
S^e  letting  t^tpt  ^cartiorotB  uMtUft  alone^ 
9Ca&i?ng  ^carborotB  HMtiiingtf  ttwcpOtrnt^ 

4Fini0« 


S^lio  ttit0t0  ii^fiDte  lie  trie0  mas  0oonf  lito  ttit0t  repent^ 
tmffo  txit0  bttctt  lie  ttit0t0  Qfotj^  00  |ii0  tare  pteuent ; 
diu0  ttit0t  map  not  lie  olum  tit  triaAl^  tt^mp  tne  0ee^ 
iSttt  triall  iiitt0t  lie  tanw  of  ttii0t  in  ee|i  Hegtee* 

18*  <K* 
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Our  sovereign  Lord  and  sovereign  lady  both, 
Laud  we  our  Lord,  for  their  prosperity 

Beseeching  him  for  it,  as  it  now  goeth. 
And  to  this  day  hath  gone,  that  it  may  be 
Continued  so,  in  perpetuity  : 

We  letting  their  Scarborough  castles  alone, 

Taking  Scarborough  warnings  everyone. 

Finis. 

Quod].  Heywood. 


OF  TRUST  AND  TRIAL. 

Who  trusts  before  he  tries  may  soon  his  trust  repent, 
Who  tries  before  he  trusts  doth  so  his  care  prevent ; 
Thus  trust  may  not  be  cause  of  trial,  then,  we  see. 
But  trial  must  be  cause  of  trust  in  each  degree. 

B.  G. 
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nines  unbetneat^^  a  ^^otttait  of 
Queen  Sii}uhti^. 


S^ot  ftttt  flit  ptaxltf 
aaw^om  (SroQf  Afdif  man  Hatlf  Imt : 

C^^  one  19  0ta(a:e  of  liglpt : 
ilo^  9n:^  flit  qutmtt 

aSBftotn  no  mi^lop  tan  mom 
Co  tliattng^  Iper  mptont 

jFrom  toertuM  efitef  Qfeligftti 

dot  00  Hatl^  HonorQf  (ftoQf^ 
l!niat»  for  tttv  Umtp 

WSU  tttU  not  of  Uto  rOH : 
Vrap  for  Her  Heoltj^, 

^ttt^  M  goon  BnbUttM  liee : 
®9  Vrfntelff  IBame^ 

liTHere  to  none  li&e  to  tl^eel 
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LINES 

UNDERNEATH   A  PORTRAIT  OT  QUEEN    ELIZABETH. 


Lo  here  the  pearl 

Whom  God  and  man  doth  love : 
Lo  here  on  earth 

The  only  star  of  light : 
Lo  here  the  queen, 

Whom  no  mishap  can  move 
To  change  her  mind 

From  virtue's  chief  delight ! 
Lo  here  the  heart 

That  so  hath  honoured  God, 
That,  for  her  love, 

We  feel  not  of  his  rod  : 
Pray  for  her  health, 

Such  as  good  subjects  be  : 
Oh  Princely  Dame, 

There  is  none  like  to  thee ! 
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fl:9^i»^  n^ki»  ttti^  tome  4Prtor0^  lieitig  0ptoti9  ^  of 
late» 
IBoe  noti»  toit^in  AtdltiMtve  lut^t  t^ttt  afetHUigt^ 
Sb^Mfin$t  mttd^  people  to  t^eit  Hamn^  t^tau, 
iSp  t^eit  tietoe  fU^e  foutiHe  Qfoetrine  t^e  <ffir0«pel 
QfetUlitige ; 
j^pitige  Atdv  alllniiisige^  toj^icj^  i0  no  netoe  UAm 

^at  all  mOtt  m  Hot  t^e  9ope0  Hoetritie  lii0pii»e> 
^0  QfamtieU  0Ottle0  to  Hell  ititt0t  lie  rOiitige ; 
4Fot  tfiep  Hoe  rotOieiitne  tj^em  toitj^  tj^eir  netoe  fOtttiH 

Ite^. 
dpeoe  be  tj^e  efiiunren  of  t|^e  tvotUie  eoitnteQi  iniWp 

m3atO0t  tvioeDonte  to  fioUp  to  i&o9  anlif  fito  elett ; 
ISttt  let  S^atfian  tDor&e  all  tl^at  lie  tan  Qfeniw^ 

49011  it  i0  alone  toj^it)^  t|^e  <iSiO0pel  Qioetli  ptotett 
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A   NEW  SECT  OF   FRIARS, 
CALLED   CAPUCHINS. 


These  new  fresh-come  friars,  being  sprung  up  of 
late, 

Do  now  within  Antwerp  keep  their  abiding. 
Seducing  much  people  to  their  damned  estate, 

By  their  new    false-found   doctrine   the    Gospel 
deriding ; 
Saying  and  affirming,  which  is  no  new  false  tiding, 

That  all  such  as  do  the  Pope's  doctrine  despise, 
As  damned  souls  to  hell  must  be  riding  ; 
For  they  do  condemn  them  with  their  new-found 

lies. 
These  be  the  children  of  the  world  counted  wise, 

Whose  wisdom  is  folly  to  God  and  his  elect  ; 
But  let  Satan  work  all  that  he  can  devise, 

God  it  is  alone  which  the  Gospel  doth  protect 


p 
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THE  CUNNING  NORTHERN 
BEGGAR.* 

Who  all  the  by-standers  doth  earnestly  pray 
To  bestow,  a  penny  upon  him  to-day. 

To  THE  Tune  of  Tom  of  Bedlam, 


I  am  a  lusty  beggar, 

And  live  by  others  giving ; 

I  scorn  to  work, 

But  by  the  highway  lurk, 
And  beg  to  get  my  living*: 

♦The  "Roxburghe  Ballads"  in  the  British  Museum,  Vol.  i,  No.  42-3. 
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ril  i'the  wind  and  weather, 
And  wear  all  ragged  garments ; 

Yet,  though  Tm  bare, 

Tm  free  from  care,— 
A  fig  for  high  preferments ! 
Far  still  will  I  cry  '*  Go&dy&ur  worsMp,  good  sir, 
Bestow  one  poor  deniiry  sir. 

Which,  when  I  have  got, 

At  the  Pipe  and  Pot, 
I  soon  will  it  cashier,  sir. 

I  have  my  shifts  about  me, 
(Like  Proteus  often  changing,) 
My  shape  when  I  will, 
I  alter  still. 
About  the  Country  ranging  : 
As  soon  as  I  a  coach  see. 
Or  gallants  by  come  riding, 
I  take  my  crutch. 
And  rouse  from  my  couch. 
Whereas  I  lay  abiding. 
And  still  do  I  cry,  &c. 

Now,  like  a  wandering  soldier, 
(That  has  i'th  wars  been  maimed 
With  the  shot  of  a  gun,) 
To  Gallants  I  run, 
And  beg,  "  Sir,  help  the  lamed  ! 
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I  am  a  poor  old  Soldier, 

And  better  times  once  viewed, 
Though  bare  now  I  go, 
Yet  many  a  foe 
By  me  hath  been  subdued." 
And  therefore  I  cry,  &c, 

Although  I  ne'er  was  further 

Than  Kentish  street  in  Southwark, 
Nor  ere  did  see 
A  battery 
Made  against  any  bulwark ; 
But  with  my  Trulls  and  Doxies, 
Lay  in  some  corner  lurking. 
Arid  ne'er  went  abroad 
But  to  beg  on  the  road, 
To  keep  myself  from  working. 
And  always  to  cry,  &c. 

Anon  Tm  like  a  sailor, 

And  wear  old  canvas  clothing : 
And  then  I  say 
"  The  Dunkirk's  away 
Took  all,  and  left  me^nothing"; 
Six  ships  set  sail  upon  us, 
'Gainst  which  we  bravely  ventur'd. 
And  long  withstood, 
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Yet  could  do  no  good, 
Our  ship  at  length  they  entered. 
And  therefore  I  cry  **  Good  your  worship,  good  sir. 
Bestow  one  poor  denier,  sir ; 

Which  when  I've  got. 

At  the  Pipe  and  Pot, 
I  soon  will  it  cashier.  Sir. 


9^t  S^conH  |9art« 


To  THE  SAME  TUNE. 
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Sometimes  I,  like  a  cripple, 
Upon  the  ground  lie  crawling, 
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For  money  I  beg, 

As  wanting  a  leg 
To  bear  my  corpse  from  falling. 
Then  seem  I  weak  of  body, 

And  long  t'  have  been  diseased, 

I  make  complaint, 

As  ready  to  faint, 
And  of  my  griefs  increased ; 
And  faintly  I  cry,  '' Good  your  worship,  good  Sir y 
Bestow  one  poor  denih^,  sir. 

Which  when  I've  got. 

At  the  Pipe  and  Pot 
I  soon  will  it  casheere,  sir'' 

My  flesh  I  so  can  temper 
That  it  shall  seem  to  fester. 
And  look  all  o'er 
Like  a  raw  sore, 
Whereon  I  stick  a  plaster. 
With  blood  I  daub  my  face  then. 
To  feign  the  falling  sickness. 
That  in  every  place 
They  pity  my  case, 
As  if  it  came  through  weakness: 
And  then  I  do  cry,  &c. 

Then,  as  if  my  sight  I  wanted, 
A  boy  doth  walk  beside  me, 
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Or  else  I  do 

Grope  as  I  go, 
Or  have  a  dog  to  guide  me : 
And  when  Tm  thus  accounted, 
To  th'  highway  side  I  hie  me, 

And  there  I  stand, 

With  cords  in  my  hand, 
And  beg  of  all  comes  nigh  me. 
And  earnestly  cry,  "  Good  your  worship,  good  sir. 
Bestow  one  poor  denier,''  &c. 

Next,  to  some  country  fellow 
I  presently  am  turned, 
And  cry  "  Alack !" 
(With  a  child  at  my  back,) 
"  My  house  and  goods  were  burned/* 
Then  me  my  Doxy  follows, 
Who  for  my  wife's  believed, 
And  along  we  two 
Together  go, 
With  such  mischances  grieved. 
And  still  we  do  cry,  "  Good  your  worship,'^  &c. 

What,  though  I  cannot  labour, 

Shall  I  therefore  pine  with  hunger  ? 
No,  rather,  then  I 
Will  starve  where  I  lie ! 
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ril  beg  of  the  money-monger  ; 
No  other  care  shall  trouble 

My  mind,  nor  grief  disease  me ; 
Though  sometimes  the  slash 
I  get,  or  the  lash, 
'Twill  but  a  while  displease  me  : 
And  still  I  will  cry,  "  Good  your  worship,  good  sir^ 
Bestow  one''  &c. 

No  tricks  at  all  shall  escape  me, 
But  I  will  by  my  maunding, 
Get  some  relief 
To  ease  my  grief 
When  by  the  highway  standing  : 
Tis  better  be  a  Beggar, 

And  ask  of  kind  good  fellows. 
And  honestly  have 
What  we  do  crave, 
Than  steal  and  go  to  the  gallows. 
Therefore  I'll  cry,  "  Good  your  worship,  good  sir^ 
Bestow  one  poor  denier,  sir. 
Which,  when  I've  got. 
At  the  Pipe  and  Pot 
I  soon  will  it  cashier,  sir." 

Finis. 

Printed  at  London  for  F.  Coules. 

[For  the  counterpart  of  this  Ballad  the  reader  is  referred  to  page  J5  of  our 
Reprint  of  Harman's  **  A  Caveat  "—A  Counterfeit  Crank.— The  left  hand 
side  wood-cut  to  the  Second  Part  of  this  Ballad  will  be  found  to  be  the  same  as 
that  used  for  **  A  Quip  for  an  Upstart  Courtier."  Ballad  printers  were  in  the 
habit  of  buying  up  old  wood-cuts  and  using  them  to  illustrate  any  description  of 
"ballad"  without  the  least  reference  to  the  subject — See  also  foot-note  at 
page  31  of  **  The  Trimming  of  Thomas  Nash. '"] 
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t  *  f^n  ^!)  ^tt^^  Ifefis^o  tit 

0^  tie  aa^li^u^table 
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TO  THE  READER. 

[HIS  Work  is  a  fac-simile  of  a  very  scarce 
Romance,  in  the  possession  of  the  Editor, 
and  is  supposed  to  be  unique,  as  no 
second  copy  is  known  to  exist  It  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Libraries  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  in 
the  British  Museum,  nor  is  it  mentioned  in  any  of 
the  valuable  publications  of  Dibdin.  It  formerly 
belonged  to  an  old  woman  near  Shrewsbury.  No 
printer's  name  is  mentioned,  but  the  type  is  very 
much  like  that  used  by  astpttftstl  Ht  WUnlU.  The 
Romance  is  without  date,  but  from  two  paper-marks, 
of  which  an  engraving  is  here  given,  some  light 
may  be  thrown  upon  the  antiquity  of  this  singular 
and  scarce  work. 


London  :  Be-primted  by  R.  and  A,  Taylor,  Shoe  Lane,  182a 

75  Copies  on  Plain  Paper, 
3  Copies  on  Coloured  Paper, 
2  Copies  on  Vellum. 


Not  printed  for  Sale. 
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PAPER  MARKS. 

Fig.   I.   From  a  fly-leaf.      N.  B.  Tie  dotted 
lines  show  the  part  torn  off. 


I. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


0   Huntitni 

1U9M  r^tt  likieU  an 

numm  ttMtt  fiigfit  t^t 
HadUmrmto  ^K^ntt 
%uaMtMnt||it0^  wnxu 
or  V^t  mo0t  migj^ie 
MlM:ai0tu  itfftittt 
SUnroDfonU  anH  1^i0 
f&itr^  i!9tt^en^  <KoUi^ 

mtotx^  on  a  tpme  iailtmnt  V^t  MUt  niglffU  gm 
fnOt'tt  t^t  glotffon^  mn  to  Mltin  t^e  gollren  trap^  atnH 
gUJ/Om  i^e  ^txit  of  mann^^  nptO0^  t^t  ptti00ant 
VxUut  Iilaiyaiiant9n0^  et  l^atiing  Honnelif  1^90  0l^9nin8 
Mmmxt,  anH  gra0peli  1^i0  0011^19  OmtHt^JFitimf^ 
IncmlUf  9e  numnteHf  l^to  Sets  0Ude  <ffiritC{d0nortOt  anH 
fMlotneli  t»9 1^i0  gentu  0Qttir^  HintaHonte^  t^tp  tMlpa 
Coirtfi  in  9tie0t  of  a&lmititr^^  CTj^eo  liantelif  on  lUftix 
irnmuSf  ttf^  tokMtlr0  9  noon  of  traye  tfre^  enteretf 
into  a  t^Ou  anH  lra¥ft0onie  foi?e0tt  talbitt  tl^ir  0t^tM( 
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txutt  ^ivOfttO^  t»9  t^t  t^mnM  atiH  liramtile0  anlv 
mut^A  mnopaMMt  ttom  totit^  onSf  wtpmtti^  V%t 
ilrsna  mitl^  9ff»  laitnotlif^  l^etueH  9i0  iMff  tj^tougfi  tie 
fnt09e0^  iDleti  peraArtimtttre  ^tri&itig  a  irtone  t|e  Dfotlu 
titMe  of  tie  eorre0t  Iifi0appeaitelif»  et  ties  fiDttii&e 
t|eiii0elbe0  in  a  pa00tti0  large  plapne^  fntt  0tfU  ettt:: 
totniAelif  I19  t|e  fiore0t  on  ebers  ^iHe^  anH  tn  t|e 
m9lilie0t  tiereof  tM0  a  tran0parent  Ufce^  ffdep^ 
18elplai0ant»  in  tulpel  tM0  a  0OOW9  anH  a  aire 
gonHeU^^  9paint^  flU  tlene^  tuitl  purple  0a9le0^  only 
at  t|e  lelm  0ate  a  tieatttiful  anil  a  comely  Iifame0el^ 
IieOpglt  in  a^re  anH  golUe  anH  a  tran0parent  toett 
ober  |er  lean  tie0pan0lelif  tuptl  0plber  0tar0«  de 
pmpte  tiia0  0aletiielif  in  molre0t  gui0e  I19  t|e  Iifanie0el^ 
et  tuitl  I90  0q[uire  Uier  ntO0te  glal)f0oniel9  reteibeHf  into 
jy  Iiote :  t|ep  gimeli  along  t|e  laike  till  t|ep  tame  to  a 
pa00ing  f^ire  riber  fiorneren  on  eae|  0plie  tuitl  manp 
gooW^e  tree0^  bers  plea0attnt  to  Iie|olIi»  a0  t|e  ®fce» 
t|e  mmtf  t|e  ipiane^  t|e  i^olme^  t|e  ^leflepn^  t|e 
18er|e»  t|e  Hopelere^  t|e  VtMtXf  t|e  ittaple^  t|e 
cnome  et  t|e  18oxe»  tolile  t|e  Ianlk0  Uiere  gapl^ 
omateO  tuptl  flotiier0  anil  flottrette0  pftetteo  in  Srikierd 
tolonr0>  ann  Iii09relilie  ober  alle  t|e  plaine«  iHaliing 
proteeOeO  in  t|e  Iiote»  t|at  glone  along  t|e  tupnlipng 
0trenie  fior  a  lii|ile»  t|e  l^^nee  lilaiyapant|tt0  ann  110 
0Qnire  lri0enilarfcelif«  ^  0oon  a0  p*  l^^nte  pulleHf  olf 
a  ro0e  ann  gatie  it  to  t|e  Iifant0eU  t|en  all  att  onee  0|e 
topti  |er  lote  0ittmenlp  liani0|eli,  t|e  0lkp  kpa0  qnieUp 
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otmmi0tf ^  on  atvefia  noije  tM0  IftUt  el  eflMon  a 
itronge  Hoiumr  of  doitire  el  0iiiofte  tww  (weti  lo  tfoe 
ottt  of  tHe  otottnli;  anH  in  tHe  ntplitft  tiHetof  wA  r 
frpgfttfteU  onSf  moste  uneoulj^  ttvant*  W^  Jt^J^ 
KUuxt^V  HiMge^  a  ffellotv  iiewHt  atdv  a  111001 0temfitU 
trienontie;  |be  tiwo  contiOetelff  wweH  «till  moittitelir 
ttvona^etiemragotu  ^tvij^efffantganiiiotflgtiifils 
to  gtotitf  tuitl^  0tete  Iifi0coit]:teott0tie00  at  t|ie  IPrvnce 
lEUIifaiMiitfiU0^  anH  lifiteg  ity  a  orete  iron  vi^ee  iMiitelif 
lolDarIif0  ltiiii«  But  t|ie  tMAoiitoit0  |tor]riiee»  tnotsntA 
on  9i0  90t0e  0rn9o0norto»  eonelieli  tli0  Unef  t  nA  tBild 
create  liarHilbooIi  tnratie  it  into  t|ie  l|fr«0on^0  maU»p  «A 
lieing  nnltaUe  to  regaine  tfie  0aniet  irretD  1^90  0tBorIi 
anlV0mote  offline  left  legg  of  t|^^<K9annt  cn^^^yant 
roareH  tn^tQ  Iifolonrott0  pa^ne^  tnj^entl^e  inragon  rai0A 
tl90  tablet  el  0trtteft  tp  ftorinee  on  t|^e  ^eteet,  fmi  iUu 
lM|iant|m0  toitl^  Iti0  trenelKUit  UaHe  0trafce  off  t||e 
In:a0on0  Unit,  tt  trailing  regain^  Ili0  lawki,  tf^t 
Oiragon  0an&  Houm  tvfftl^  |Mi00int  orete  paine^  jy  ^tncM 
0nttSelif  t^  tvsnli  anil  rawpA  niO0t  fitriotiolff  on  tie 
neefc  of  v»  inragon,  tPlien  tfie  lMloron0  prpnee  lifM  np 
tli0  ffoHelp  0tDorIifeiPirnialn:an2ie»  et  eleabetitle  flipani 
t^orongli  tfie  mjfiMlf  iKom  tie  lean  to  tie  oalNMU 
Clie  Opam  fell  liotpne  on  eael  0ilie  of  tie  toagon  l»M^ 
a  trenientott0  eraolt  tPlito  ^IU)o9  IM0  IifoprilB^ 
9liert|eCiO« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


4  iftffrtoriedf 

|^Hh|  tiittor  Iiale0  tl^e IPrpnce Ml  into  a 0tiioitnIit 
^^J^  tBil^an  oil  attonee  tl^e  trnpour  atiOf  )}attfctie00e 
of  tl^e  air  )mni0l^e)}^  atiOf  i^  tOooUe  ttf^ttli 
coki^eH  t^t  fieUl  0itinmU9  )}i0appeateli^  et  a  gleam  of 
ligllt  aro0f  ftom  out  of  tj^e  grounOfe*  Cl^en  t^t 
Uamei^  of  t]^e  Wu  agaptie  0to)}e  tieCore  l^pm  tniti^  a 
otp  of  ent^aunte)}  liquor^  tt  l^atottig  te0tirinMe)}  olmr 
t^t  tau  of  tfie  Vrfftite  ilaOfapaiitl^u0^  et  uttnre)}  0ome 
otrange  tt  nmont^  tnot)}e0»  0l^e  mounte)}  a  goUlm 
tliatre  tie&sglittDitl^  )iiiimoii)}0  atiOf  topa$  anOf  UtatDn  fip 
tDfftig^  0etpmt0 :  00  0l^e  ro0e  in  t^t  ait  tt  ef (00011 
liiM99taxtli^ 

AHitig  tetct^ttO!  ftom  1^i0  0tDounIie  tip  t|^e 
ent^anteH  Uquott  t|ie  ptpnte  aro0et 
moittite)}  1^i0  1^ot0e  ®tttffO0norto»  foIomeU 
tiff  1^i0  t^ttlifUU  0qttite  l^intafirontet  et  pur^ 
0itelv  ||i0  eOfimiintt,  tt  l^obitig  toanteH  to  t|^e  enUe  of  t|^e 
ttnctfA,  fH»  tMii  loere  greeteU  tiifftl^  a  )}i0tatit  0Otttai  of 
muitpaif  fnUt^  tntvtai^a  0till  tnote  m  "^t  Uttta  ntgfi^ 
ttH^atme  fit  gan  to  0pie  come  rffUitig  (Ortti  on  a  mplti 
tol^ffte  0telie  in  tit|i  atrap  a  lieauteott0  loX^st  pelnHlv 
t|^  r^notimie)}  prinee00  WfHamanttf  mtb  tioUp  gmttU 
tt  miuntl  0mall :  0l^e  Uia0  eloot^e)}  in  a  mantle  of  grrar 
f^ltiett  et  a  itirtle  of  tiUtn  9ttirottg||t:t»it|i  tifft)}e0  of 
0ttiiiSltie  eolote0 ;  0l^e  t»a0  attenOfeUr  tiff  ten  (omelff  tt 
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bitxom^  Hamt^HlMf  Hmntpng  aitii  pUffing  on  littmr0 
0orte0  of  pleaMimt  iiiu0irfc  rt  foUotDeii  tp  a  Moarf 
iDttl^  a  pa00in8  gtMt  l^elmM  on  1^90 1^^^  longe  0imtte0 
on  ||i0 1^etl0t  anOf  a  grrat  nofte  otet  1^90  0|^ottUiar0»  t|^ 
t09tt|i  trapleU  along  t|ie  grounUe*  Wl^t  Wmxtf  fiigfit 
^ir  IPunpt  tiM0  foUotneH  ti^  a  0qttirt»  catrping  |ip0 
0t0orlie»  anH  leaning  a  large  Warfc  1^or0e  topt^  gollien 
Incifitl  tt  0aimel  0tttlR)fie)}  tnitfi  pearl0  anil  nin0ital  fiell0 
of  manp  0nninrie  0l^ape0»  tt  a  09ieni  tieairing  a  gollien 
appel  on  an  ajnre  lleni# 

®  0oonet  l^ali  tj^e  MMrf  Siit  ^np  pttuO^ 
tltt  vtpntt  ila)}apant9tt0  tl^an  ^t  tmneeli 
et  0aletDeii  ^im  mo0t  conrteon0l9»  ann 
0l^otDeii  ^pm  to  t|^e  mo0te  peetle00  pr  in»00 
H^Uamante :  tttt  ptpntt  tiia0  ipctttlp  a0tottnOfeli  toitl^ 
t^t  1^anli0onmie00  of  t|^e  prinee00»  0aletDe)}  l^er  niO0t 
Irnxomelpt  tii|^it|i  tiia0  tetnrnen  tp  a  mo0te  gratefW 
amy  0oote  0niae»  et  conOfe0cmIiin9  to  receite  l^pm  a0 
9er  feitfiful  fcn|^t»  in  tii!iic9  tlft  ptintt  tiia0  pa00in9 
glaH^  et  00  tl^e^  ptoc  eeUeO  in  companpe^  et  totDar)}0  t|^e 
nigl^  artiHe)}  at  tl^e  contt  of  t|ie  iSmpetot 
I9rinio0o»  t|^e  fatl^er  of  t|ie  prinrr00 
irailamante»  ttf^en  fit  tiM0  binWp 
txMtomtHf  ann  pttwnuti  to  tfie 
<t?nipere00  ISeUafrontet 
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MlpMiirfe  9t 


gatt  of  JUtA'tm  gait  to  opm^ 
ttf^an  gentle  l^elme  tame 
topfull^  Cottle  anil  tA^tt  ifjM 
tUtttxpngt  ttmM  up  to  i^ 
i^itf  kxiXf  ei^ott  tmilf  tfr 
gloHeottie  Hapt^  tftprow  t^t 
tialoiitott0  |^|)n»  %la)}apant|itt0t  atiOf  ^j^/uft 
t^tmptvout  anH  all  tito  cotte;  and,  laMlff » tt|i|!i0e  ff' 
peetle00  ^pnttM  ^iUmanU  pclaH  to  a  0a^ito  rol^e 
SftretteHf  in  gome  anH  i^pltitt  liitttm. 

IFSTj^e  ro^al  emperout  |^imo0O»  a0  jFtentf^ 
eierfcM  Mff^  t»a0  four  foote  l^pgfi :  itt  i»M  topmp 
ttotBtutf  mvb  A  quintuple  rrot»n»  et  a  loftp 
0pite  an  ell  longe^  0tulitrie)}  t»it9  Irtamonli  lien0  et 
0urmountelif  tp  a  golUen  pliane*  1^10  nia)e0tie  1000 
noatlieDf  in  a  reU  anH  sellotn  rolie»  lie0ptinbleli  toftfi 
0|linffng  0tar0^  anii  l^elU  in  ^p»  r^glite  ttanU  a  0reptre» 
0utuiounteli  tp  a  rr|i0taU  pmage  of  ^U0tieet  pUinHeH 
et  l^oIDfing  a  moxH  anH  iiaUanee»  taf^iOt  0repter  ttM0 
neber  out  of  t||e  emperour0  09g||t*  Wf^t^-  empte00e 
iSellafkronte;  t»|io  t»a0  wt^tn  foot  ^Usttf  tiia0  niO0t 
glotiou0l9  etotimeDf  mptit  an  embattle)}  etotmie»  0ttr- 
mounted  iip  p|^nacle0  in  topa>»  et  t0a0  rloat|ie)i  in 
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tvmtmt  Witt  pnyel  palle»  et  in  « itirtlt  teflvrinU^  aUt 
«toittf  l»$t|  0sU»v  A«rr«»,  et  t?l<ttere^  tnttti  folteti 
ltttfr0  luel  ]»eiii«ttoeO;  1^  •j^ttiu  lo^e  onutt^  in 
ntirtoti0  1lel)tM0  Itelift;  unto  ttie  aSBinHtotoeft  of  )9oule0 
€^ntt^,  Ifde  r09<ll  #ni|wrour  ^onHeti  tlic  i5«i= 
tttrr00  toto  t|ie  ropal  fiaUe  of  ttie  rop«l  ptAUmt  fMlolotli 
I9  ttie  prUue00  i^iUiiumte,  anli  tfe  rmotmulf' Wi^tue 
lUlU9antiN«»  attenHeli  ttsMt^  ftotHf  0  ann  ]|«OU0  of 
t|e  corU»  tK^iglt  in  t|ieir  tK0t  ottap  onOt  cloU  in  9' 
tttUMt  tni0t.  9  fronut  fe0te  t»a0  pvevovdi  in  t|e 
gvett  |Mtt«  iol8^  ttM«  colmreii  toitj^  tOjpMtrs :  tl<rf 
tttre  irepictnrrti  smam  ann  tii0  totfi^^t  taipt^  a  00::; 
Vfnt<:  Coiffte  onllf  1r90  Drogge;  tfK  itpng  of  A^e 
iMiging  on  « tre^ ;  molMnu  $tt0amu  anH  t|«  noo  oOe 
menn< ;  |9oti|>|nr  anH  9er  ftende  Do0n»ll»  in  a  cote  tnd 
iftpApma  in  Hitwnt  toionre0»  anH  Snfce  ^ooue  tii|>t|  a 
90I9CTI  0ttrou  0t«nli9ng  0tttle;  t^t  t^n  kinqtit  of 
CoUn  rfflring  on  ttpeir  ntdnintint  0te)e0 ;  tfre  VnAigol 
0on  I0it|ottt  t^  m?09<)>*  ^^  fl2at?nIiotDe0  of  t^e  |^«n 
nuxt  omoteH  toi^  ro9«U  gla0,  containing  ti^c  acj^ic^s 
nicnt0  of  t|ic  rcnebDncH  t^rpnce  l^otomoQto,  grctc 
grMtnUemtj^  unto  t^  emt»cror  Vrimo0o:  t|<  utmcr 
IMttc  of  t|ic  tMe  IIM0  fntnimentc^  tDitj^  anncient 
mrmonre.  IT^e  ctUngc  IIM0  m00U  cnnnpnglic  scorltcn 
tirit^tmtptk  snmgcrsc  anIilKDf7ce0  contasning  t|^  cote0 
an»gcncalogif0Of9'<mtwrettr.  9tt|^u9t»crcntofttie 
Italic  on  ttic  ^it^tntf  tntfrcr  a  canopt^  of  0tate»  cttrionalic 
pfovticn  MiH  pkaui^t  0tt  f^  ^wpttwntf  f^  Kw^ 
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8  |IR90torierof 

ptrtMf  ttft  ^tifntmi  ft  t^t  tMAltoitnt  ^pnu;  t^An  p' 
BtiktBp  (Sxl»f  iiattmmf  Unngi^tMf  S^qnitMp  anH  all 
t^t  uaiiM  Aitii  Uameof Ue0  of  t^t  Ctmtt^ 

tft%i^A<ffir  t9e  time  cttltt  ttMtp  ix^ttt  t^t 
ttiiii0trall0  tBttt  piecing  in  Onttt  ton^^ 
totHatmtt  anH  plf0attnt  artiums  manit 
moiA  iopUAl  0ong0^  atiOf  tnfiplf  t|^f  0qtitre 
ii^artoft  t»ai0  looming  uppt  t^t  Ipuge  fcnpff  anU  forcfiette 
to  ottt  tl|f  mttt,  a  mtMtngtt  ratine  0ianienIie  into  t^t 
l^all  in  grete  tttxot  anil  lii0mape»  Declaring  tl^at  an 
9tt0e  anOf  l^orridel  ®pant  prtepe)}  iturlotolmmpttd^ 
t»a0  toancing  to  claim  tlie  tianH  of  t|^e  peerle00  iprin^: 
ce00  l^liilamante*  Kftt  tnliole  court  tnere  tl^rotven 
into  great  confu0ion  et)}i0map»  t^<  min0trel0  0nrcea0eli 
tfieir  plea0aunt  0onnOfe0^  tl^e  prince00  mucf)  attatu^ 
ten  into  grete  )}i0qttietne00*  t^lFrom  tl^e  marlieUott0 
pui00attnte  0trengtl)e  of  p'  gpant»  tlie  iinpgtite0  of  9' 
court  tnere  aliaUie)} ;  none  UareU  to  comliat  t»it|^  l^im 
Imt  onlp  tlie  )ialourou0  prince^  tnl^o  ro0e  from  t|^e 
HorUe,  0aun0^aile»  Upgfit  on  tli0  glitteranli  armour, 
0ei$eli  1^p0  0Uior)},  anOf  l^atting  mounteU  1^i0  gooUp 
1^or0e  <ffirruffO0norto,  proceeUeU  in  qntet  of  iturlotc^ 
tmmpu0 :  ^t  met  l^im  in  t^t  courte  of  t|^e  Halace, 
armeU  tnptQ  a  clublie  et  mounteU  on  a  reU  roan  0telie* 
W^t  gpant,  tnfio  careO  not  for  no  manne  nor  pet  for 
no  tnoman  neitlier,  tiaunceU  tnitl^  a  0ternful  tti0nomtet 
anil  t»pt9  migl^tie  0trengt||  j^e  lift^  up  ^ifi  pon0erou0 
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Hr^nte  lEUtiapant|tt0*  9 

ditWit  et  fttapa  iaot»0  on  tl^e  ej^tolU  of  iUIiatMint|^0» 
Vo^fftli  proHnttfH  lirdMtoll  0oitnlie0^  tt  0|^oofce  tj^e 
tDpiaioUie0  of  t^t  paUatt.  W^t  ptpnce  etoggore)}  ti^ 
tfie  fOrte  of  titt  Uotiit  <mt  ^0ootU0  tecobett)} :  fie 
0imtttll  1^i0  0Ulie^  van  furioit0l9  at  t^t  gsant^  anH 
tnttl^  ^P0  goUdpt  trenchant  WaHe  cfiopt  fitat  in  ttno 
telotn  t^t  tMiat;  tbt  hoUjit  tnitQ  tbt  ^tO^  anil  anne0 
fell  tnttj^  a  lonOre  ^  t^^nOfetanH  0OiinIie  tielifce  unto  a 
loftp  ®afc  on  tfte  plapn :  itft  ^mw  na  fopttt  i^t  lotnet 
part  of  tttt  gpant  contemning  Vbt  leg0  rt  part  of  t^t 
I10I19  tufiic!)  ranaineU  fixa  on  t^e  0atiIireU 

dPt0oon  tttt  nttm  of  p^  Heatl^  of  tipe  gpant 
atritoe)}  at  tide  l^all  of  tl^e  <empetour»  it 
tiM0  )opfttllie  l^aileUr  t»it9  gtete  )09 119  tbt 
lofffull  people :  ttiemperoiittt1dentpete00, 
anH  tfie  mo0te  peetle00  ptff nce00  of  all  ptsnce00e0^  et 
tide  eorte»  greeteU  tlpe  toaloiirou0  prince  %taliapantI)U0, 
et  tueleome)}  "^im  tnptld  manie  0t»eet  fottnOfi0  of  pie:? 
0aitnt  ntu0ic* 

0  a  fetn  liase0  after  t|ip0  0trange  anH 
periloii0  battle  a  rigjdt  faire  tfamtwU 
anUa  gooUe,  tnptl)  mUnMH  tpM,  arritoeH 
at  s'  court  of  tlpe  entperour  |^iniO0O»  to 
OemaunH  aiHe  for  tlie  ILaliie  ittirrafonte^  again0t  a 
gpaunt  tufio  "^Of  ttirongfulls  OetaineU  l^f t  anU  alle  tier 
lftnigldte0  anH  laliie0  in  ^tt  ®a0tle  a0  fooU  to  0ati0f9  ^i^ 
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lo  ^ftUfMKit  of 

Uttigti^  nuODe^  tnfira  He  nebottirit  etwtff  iMstfor  lrt« 
Uinner  ttno  of  fttt  knpgj^t^p  tt  e\Mtit  nigfiu  a  UiKt 
Ufamwl  m  a  fan  tttfox  for  |ii0  0oppere:  t^  fUM$ 
fiflittaSonU  to  re^nrkieUf  for  tbt  U0t ;  et  if  ^  fo  tiot 
ttOsittxia  foptttin  tlttn  HapWp  0|^  muet  te  HoomeU  to 
)}eatl^Mttn0  Utttpto  Mti^tp  Vtft  ralienott0  (ungnr  of  tfte 
j^itngnre^t  of  oU  tiutigrp  g9ant0^  tnfio  9m  ta&eii 
po00e00ioii  anH  wtnxtU  tfie  gate  of  9<  tSLMtf  tg  pUtmg 
tlieteat  a  large  0totie»  tnl^itH  no  man  tmt  ^ffniMlf  can 
mote* 

licn^e  UamtMl  fialisng  tolUe  t1^ff0  tnoefM  tale  to  t^ 
emperour  anH  tfie  eourtt  tl^ree  ftnigj^tei)  aro0e  to 
proffer  tl^eir  attie :  ^ir  ^terrigogle^  knpg^  of  ti^e 
®omet :  ^ir  ;lFilliattt0»  ftnig)^  of  tl^e  ®ttp0»  aitt  ^ 
tiattlant  prpnce  lElatiapant|it0*  ftoto  teing  Drrafm  Ito 
tl^e  orUfer  of  combat  t»pt^  tie  gpant^  tie  firM  cm  on 
^Sr  ^terrigogle^  Uilio  Hore  on  itp^  i^i$n$  9|itre»  a 
golHene  comet  tiettneene  0eten  crtarree  Srgent  S^ 
;lFilU9nt0  tiore  drgem^  a  tienfir  S^Ut  tj^ee  criUier 
cup0*  Clie  IPr^nce  Sla)}apanttin0  Hore  on  !ii0  tOtUVtep 
^}uvtf  tnitliin  a  borUore  <!^^  a  portrait  of  tbe  peerle00 
prttice00  )9bttamante« 
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iMlourottw  lui<«lit«i  iDitI  t|eir 
04itte(0  «n>  t|t  iMiuMdl  iKdiffng 
ta&eR  iMtfe  of  t|e  Smtwror  iiA 
«Ill^  (orte»  tuettt  tntlt  in  qjattt 
or  t|e  ttunt  of  t|f  Udrpe  Hlfer** 
fionte*  €!ie9fcmntifaimt^tix\M9f9tmtm9Amifit, 
untOI  ties  tMtldi «  iMnrni  |iUiiie»  anil  at  a  mtrtance 
i^tp  ittttm  to  «|i<e  «  tiwAl»  tvliiti  wow  out  of  tue 
grotnaie*  and  aotfits  proce^di  fortwrIi>t|iefiiiQitNii^9 
fOttilt  tiMweUiM  mitrottidldi  kp  ft»  et  ^  tri4imtti9i<9 
HMO  teent  Us  t|e  tMt  of  9*  mttii»»  tiMo  4I1  4ttotife 
celttv^  I9  tloniM  and  Ivaniii^  t|at  ki»re  tUtm  out 
of  tie  nvomOie :  ties  «4i<^  «  tat  otone  toitli  an  ta« 
onrifftioii  fn  unimolpii  e|avatter0»  and  latiffuf  txMt 
unit  UOmac  UfM  it  up,  ties  CranH  mans  oteyo  ntHelse 
taxWi  oitt  of  t|e  00101  rocfc,  leaOsng  Holime  to  a  ouIm 
tervanean  paosage.  CTIe  imi0|t«t  liNtI  t|e  <iqittee«  anH 
t|e  irameoel  UnavOiat,  itnttt  tlep  came  to  a  leaitteoiio 
anH  opIeidiiHr  eaDe»  pligltA  itv  tDitl  goOen  lam  V0»  and 
fn  t|e  nttiilie0t  tiereof  ranne  a  Irttliant  and  tranotMrent 
t9lttv»  t|at  made  a  mimmtring  and  ooote  0ound.  gn 
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0titiliit9  itfatM  of  t9^  rrt^0taU  (ttreme  tx^ett  it  taxmt 
0mooatp  mere  atm  goUmi  utiOf  0plkmr  f90|^  anymmvng 
tt  ttv^king  all  atioutt  aiOi  in  Uitoro  part0  of  9<  ro^0 
tonre  w ra  f 00uiti0  out  great  anH  0iitall  ta0ealie0»  atdr 
t»9t|^  0ttidn:ie  Uitt  nitil  gooWie  fiottiita9iie0t  ttf^icl^ 
0tt0|eli  ottt  of  t1^  eatt^e^  anii  tjlUiftll  in  fmauuctm 
0tx$wM  oHet  t|if  yeliMM  of  ntlis  antr  uxg^tf  tnttx^ 
lUffiigWif  tOfftH  citriott0  0|iel0*  SU  ati^  t|^  bailie  tere 
•eme  mwU  pa00itig  Uixt  i^ptnti^,  gaj^lp  W^tkiS!  in 
Iiitmr0  folott0»  0in0im0e  mtu  l^armbn9Ott0  nitt0i<t 
anH  tittstl^  ttnitteceii  101^  tj^eir  gbmen  aodi  0tllmr 
losngf 0  otoer  etoet^  part  of  tbt  eakie^  Intt  )}i0ttttbeli  not 
He  lani90»  tittin  9^0  arountt  tj^e  0anie. 

Jlrant  anil  entHannteli  mfftn  tl»e  lotelffneM 
of  tlie  catie»  et  iiepng  tneatieli  tofftn  tdt 
lengtli  of  tj^eit  imtxwp,  t|e  HaUant 
itnigtit0  anH  tfie  iamttM  r  eotA  tliemfeUiM 
atol^ffte*  <t?ft0oon  ttttp  axtmf  anH  pntMiing  t|eir 
atliientttte  tj^ongfi  a  liatfc0onie  pawuntf  tf^p  tame 
into  a  0|iafiott0  eonrtt  anH  0at»  a  golHen  Hoot  guavHtd 
hp  ttvo  tiorter0  cclali  in  Hpnt olne  grene *  die  HameMl 
lAtifftig  vrononneeH  manie  0trange  t»otlre0t  ttprelo 
0onie  iDatet  at  tfie  Hooret  tntien  0tt]menlie  tt  Hetai  open» 
et  t|ie  porteir0  lMni0|^eli  aloav*  CP^e  tj^ee  fcntg|M«»  anH 
ttttix  0Qttire0  fWlolDeli  tp  tj^e  Iranie0elt  tpU  tlep  came 
to  a  0tilenliil|[  9AUe»  tokieteH  tnitj^  auneient  tapeotrp  anH 
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pauuUf  tnMiMeU  t»it|i  Atmct  t9ltnt§,  aim  onuttd  k»ft| 
09U»r  0tar0  tie0|nrdnim  oU  oHoute. 

^UkOt  lostn  twi:K0  avm  nttq;0»  anU  «  fatre  pmctp  of 
09llier  tnitt  0oUi»n  1091100. 

^T^e  imiatto0  ami  tfiete  0qttirM  iMMng  0Mta 
tue  l)[atii«»l  <m  t^  0tt)wr  |KN:0e»  t<M>t»  t^  gotten 
9or0e0  anil  ntotinttli  tKem,  tulonne  0trattlM90  a  trunu 
Uint  notoe  tiM0  9eartt,  et  tf»e  fiaU<  0tamfnli<  iMntofKH ; 
t|^  taOitil  »l9ii0  tieiii0  cfMMigeH  into  tOocfc  cloiA0» 
anH  tK  tmtpongKli  0tar0  tM^ing  tefomt  t|<  fixmaf 
mtnu  in  t|^  0fcie»  a  Cekp  tpfiereitf  mere  ^iMtt  oeeii 
among  ttie  clotitie0,  atOi  a  Heejp  anH  0onilN;on0  lMvline00 
eotttveo  m  |ieal»en0  mptu  tvenuniiott0  «toff«i0  of 
ttiutOier  anH  ipg^tenpnge. 

»lEUiee^l>na  on  tfreiir  lottmeff  ttie  mrsnee  et 
Uto  tomtuinione  tame  into  a  fore0t» 
tuiwine  tines  loer  onnoveH  tiy  t^e  ftovAa 
roaring  of  ltea0te0,  m  of  E9on0>  »ere0» 
IIriiiiu[rlr0,  onH  CirilCon0»  pet  tmr0etQel)r  ti^es  tfreir 
aUientttre  tiu  tHe  Hatrnie  of  Da^e. 

tftnH  noto  f  ott)  name  aurora  ri0in0  out  of  t|e 
t»^  of  Iper  ouie  manne  9^uttin»f  ^wn  t^t  momvnge 
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14  It90torie  of 

tftaxttfMa  uOftta  fortli  titt  gommftape :  etttotn  JBah 
9liftm0  numtittog  |to  glitteronft  uxp  Wb  mriten  on 
1^0  vrautuj^ing  irteUe^^  ttttm  t|ie  kMloroud  ptimt 
VMapmt^iif  tfie  tree  tMOliaum  S^i^  S^UtxisotHtf  $t 
t^  tamMOi  imitl^t  $9t  iPiUigitt0»  follDlDeli  ti^  tl^tix 
um^m  0Qttirf  0  anH  t|^  HamtwU  puteelDdi  t|eii:  UMff, 
iDlMume  ft^tp  gan  to  099  n  fktriott0  atitf  rapiH  rpHer^ 
anH  oton:  it  a  0plndirsli  InrOifge  txM  pliattlell  et  attom^ 
tpttj^  trs0taU  ppnMlMf  aim  at  fd^  raHe  of  tj^e  tirtlige 
tonre  titrret0  of  aUrta0ter  enlativ  tvptli  goOe  mumHordi 
toitl^  0aJSre^  aitii  0uniiottiitA  ti^  0UkiM  4laga0« 

f^  00011  ao  t|e  imigtit0  aim  t^t  l]faiiie0el  tnere 
pa00e{|f  oHet  t|e  tarttvge^  tj^e  0qttfte0  tnitl^  f^tix  ttmw^ 
0ttii&  into  t|e  Mxt^  anOf  l]fi0appeai:di*  C^e  ptinte  an9 
!ip0  tlfttt  coinpanion0  nat|^le00  pur0eti»ii  tl^eir  ali^ 
imamtf  tt  t|ep  00011^  porceikiA  tj^e  <i(a0tle  of  tXtt 
Ua^it  fiHixtaOMUp  anil  aHHantpng  nearer  ties  gan  to 
0pie  t|e  fieaHf  of  t|e  epant,  anil  tie  top  of  Ito  nnli 
otoet  tie  liattlement0  of  t|e  outer  tiMU0^  toateling  for 
t|em«  ®nt|etopof  t|eta0tletiM0  0eenet|rf0fIlirne 
laHie  ittirrafonte^  tQ|o  from  t|e0orrotimtlne0Of  |er 
grete  0orrot»»  tiM0  pa00ing  0orrotiifitU  aidr  0l|e  toaku^ 
a  ftag  to  |a0ten  CortDarDfe  |er  expeeteU  e|anipion0. 
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Ursnee  %UIM|iasit|^0«  15 

Vtt  ^ttampiorM  OiiMumtli  to  t^t  gate  of  t|e 
UtaMt,  ttt^Aii  out  rrept  -  tttt  ^mtittl 
^VSLunt,  t0pt|i  a  ttttt  mottt^t  treiitnaioii0 
toilHaut^  on  tip0  lip^  anH  n  tttH  of 
Iioratpfiie0  qttiU0 ;  1^i0  tio0e  tiM0  Ufce  1^  fiotti  of  a 
r|^9iioani0»  out  of  t|e  ttf^pcfie  aro0e  t|tee  ^gt  tv^a, 
litt  ttttxniug  9la00e0;  1^i0  teetfi  tnete  liite  t|e  uron 
0|iilte0  of  a  9ortatiU0:  t^t  »Ma  of  fito  emptto  l^eH 
tiM0  mane  of  itoiit  atiOf  1^i0  eare0  mere  liiie  l^t  ear0 
of  an  ®Up9ant« 

IFCn^e  gpant  tiia0  compleatlp  atmeU  in  coppnr  gilt^ 
1110  U00  Uttte  cotinreli  tnitl^  iron  maple^  anH  l^i0  Crete 
tnitj^  0ftin0  of  mire;  in  0tealif  of  ftax^eit,  moreover  l^e 
tan  cIatD0  like  t^e  tlalM  of  ilop0tet0»  anil  l^e  l^elUe  a 
9nge  rluli  tvstir  a  0tiairpe  eUge^  in  mOt  tniw  t^at  it 
0erlieli  alifce  for  fcnorfcing  Uoton  or  tutting  up« 

IT^o  0ooner  Uia0  t|^e  gpaunt  prepare)}  for  t^e 
eomliat  gain0t  tl^e  rigfit  notde  c9ampion0t  tl^anne  t|ie 
0atoer  l^or0e  fletn  off  tnptlr  t|ie  tfamewU  anil  perefieli 
on  t|e  top  of  an  tiie  mountat^ne* 

^^^  JF  t^  mrelMtoU  combat  of  t|ip0  Ureimu  Uape, 
^^K^  ^fng  ®  <ffiroime00e  Clio ;  anil  t^ou  ISeUona^ 
^^Up^  0i0ter  unto  t|ie  goU  fiflati^f  come  t»9t|  tip 
Caming  tore|e»  ftritie  fortli  t|p  tar  toitl 
au  tip  fitrie^  anH  not»e  maite  t|e  tionie0t  |erte0  flitier 
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i6  It90torie0( 

tnitl  MtouxO^tmtnt,  niOi  tttt  utamUM  cotnrogt  toax 
traHnr  to  t^  tiok»ell0  of  tfie  miti^Utf  tm  Hitt  tiM0  t|^ 
tonflt^  JFixA  S^it  S^Utxitoglt,  a  pacing  ntn^ 
maxmt,  t^aH^pug  emttli^  l^to  Uutia^  roniK  fntiiiiiilp 
at  t^t  tsmtf  Intt  imliatiU  to  piette  t|^  atmoitre  inralte 
tito  0|i^are :  tfie  gsaitnte  taiw &  990  nulilie  agasmtf 
t|^  bniglitt^  and  ^niote  ofE  ||i0  lielif^  tnfifti  t|^  gone  rA 
UooU  0tiottte)}  fOrtfi  ftom  out  of  990  netft^  ful  |Ktt^» 
lifte  a  fountafftu^  anH  tfie  tioUffe  UU  on  tfie  platae* 
cn^antu  t^  iiiO0t^  reHotttite)}  fcnigl^te  i^sr  iPiU9giit0» 
bnigfit  of  tl^e  ^tttonr  Htnp^,  tnftlr  HoHv  roitidiet  ant 
mimyel  large^  alAiaticeH  agaitutt  tj^e  gumt,  ttHio  agapne 
rai0^Ii  ||i0  ^ngt  tltO^p  anH  iiiO0t  uti^naiiUe  rj^opt  oC 
tfte  liMlf  of  t^  golUfti  |^0e;  tfi^ fieaft  fletn  toto  ti^ 
afr^  atm  tttt  tioUie  Ml  Ufotone  tnit^  a  golUfti  0oitiilie^  a 
0Otttili  likt  golUe:  tj^ra  t|^e  1^00  of  t^t  iinigl^t  Iieitit 
unHor  tfte  ^MWf  flit  gpatit  tramtilA  fiim  loptj^  l^to 
t^ete*  s:^^  l^tote  ltaOfapatitl^tt0  l^atipng  e0|ipA  t|ie 
tat^  of  1^  (oiiipaiiion0»  batitA  fOrtDarlw  faiuMaite^ 
tDl^an  tfie  gpatit  mo0t  furioit0ls  fftotnl^  at  ffyt  tialtaat 
prtof e»  0ti»ai:iiig  tip  .fltalioitiilie  anH  S^ertagaiiitt^  anH 
0a9lif»  ammnee^  caitiff^  ^  am  an  l^ungteUf ;  I  tuant  mp 
Uton^:  90tt  0|^  tie  eaten  0tektteIi  to  onion0;  ^e 
lUUff  ittinrafpnte  0lial  iie  l^ttm^  for  mp  0oppere^  et 
0^^aU  He  eaten  t»pt|^  apple  0al»ee»  00  aMMnee*  (t^fiMi 
¥a0iuaip  gpantt  0ap)i  t|^  l^pnte^  Hefinre  tHoit  tj^nk 
of  tue  0ttpnne  fir0t  catej^  tfte  tiare:  tntt  tielom moM 
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li  tt  fttAte  mnrte^  toofce  aAoUe  9mt»  t|e 

1^  Mimit  He  inretD  |M<  rtgottte  jWrwitriwIir,  rtmcfc 
aflaiae  at  t|^  gpatit^  iiiit  mate  iio  f«|ire0#ioti  mi  99# 
«niumr«  CUf  gmiit  UfU0  itp  fnf§  iMk,  Hflpen  tl»e 
ptpntt  ViMaptmt^^iUati  tf^vumet  t^t  tUM» fUl 
iPII»t|i  a  Unat  antt  mrtiMia  funtMt  on  t1|e  plaine^  et 
tl^rftD  itp  t|^  mttft  aim  t|e  0totie0  into  t|ie  aire*  trie 
9r9iite  Utotnomitelir  ttom  I190  goUttn  Me A»  aiOi  Urttj^ 
tlBO  ptttoMtmt  0trofce0  deatvH  off  t|e  lego  of  t|e  fpant 
lielolp  9*  aniUeot  opite  of  t|e  numoeo  oftpnii^  tittiel 
isere efparmeli  fn  iNifn:  t|e  Osant  txUl^Q  tiMo  tlgHtingr 
near  tie  tnaUo  of  t|e  taotle^  frtl  agatnot  one  of  9' 
gaUBf  fNtt  iiraino  latrtnge  none»  fe  Inrofte  fito  emirtie 
oftnU^  et  Imoefc^  off  one  of  tfie  tnrreto  anH  liattle^ 
wento* 


®  oooner  tnao  tfie  fttriono  gyant  olain^  t|an 
t|e  ttHiole  aire  tnao  eotoereH  t»it|  a  paooing 
grete  HarltneMe  from  1^  nnmlier  of  kml^ 
tnre0  anir  ii9te0»  ami  otfier  eiirione  tiprHetf 
of  prapet  from  fsr  anli  neere»  some  tD|^  Crete  lifce 
l»ra«on0»  some  tnitl  lopngo  of  tiittterflie«»  anH  ot9er« 
Urttl  elatiM  lilte  maimer  !ianli«»  anH  mmit  tnitl  large 
imtik0  Ufte  <ileo»  to  cnt  aUMp  t|e  gpanto  armonre  to 
get  att  t|e  mete* 
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tdie  tMUmtim0  VrptitelNimitelif  onto  Hftt  amxu 
of  tttttMOtp  txitfan  fe  taan  mimte  rotttteoitels  teeeiHA 
ts  tfie  niiMrt  cornels  aiOi  UelMmaire  Wtv,  tlft  SoUie 

eaten  itp  to  t|e  Hottest  to^en  tfie  liptHe^  lito|iet0A  tato 
t]^e  aire :  tt^t  ierflkiet  fiotw  fletn  okiet  t|e  tiMU0»  asm 
lie0eeitiieli  into  v^  eottrtt  t]^e  namtM  aligj^te)}^  anH  tiM0 
ittaUve  MletneH  ti^  l^er  auoiie^ 

1[luaiatMint|^0  fta'tim  tnro&en  open  tl^e  )}oor0  of 
t|e  Uongeon^^  vtltMOi  t^e  tnel  fatten  Intt  nneoten 
iini0l^te0  ftom  t|eir  nio0te  tDoefltll  of  oU  tnofltl  0itna^ 
tion0^  ann  fiabing  re0tore)}  tfie  ta0tle  into  tl^e  9anlife0  of 
tHe  lialiie  ittirtafonte  took  l^i^  lea)»*  Ae  tnent  into 
a  pa00ing  grete  fialle  pOepili  f^t  l^all  of  Sb^MUMp 
tiil^erein  mere  0een  on  t^t  tiiall0  tfie  ton0tte0  of  VMUtt 
tnel  lienasle)}  tl^ereon^  and  mnel^  eten  tip  t^e  tQomie0» 
manie  of  t|e  ton0tte0  mere  t|^e  ton0tte0  of  anntient 
0P9n0tet0«  9t  tj^'entt  of  tfie  fialle  tiM0  a  lieanteon0 
ta0fcenett  ornaten  tnitfi  t^e  S^nptt,  tfie  emttaUit, 
antt  tl^e  <Sarbontle  0tonet  tnptj^  f^t  gooUIpe  tnotHe 
^ttentinm  in  goIUen  letter0t  anil  tnitfiin  t^  0anietDete 
0een  certain  ton0tte0,  tnell  pre0ertielif»  eacj^  of  tfiem 
tiabpng  Vmnentia  Written  tj^ereon* 

YUnn  notn  tiatu  Jian  I9!ie(m0  foUotning  tfie  !ieele0 
of  IDame  9nrora»  n0|^ereli  fortj^  tie  d^eerfktU  naptf 
tDfian  t|ie  pni00attnt  Vr^nce  «tatiapant|nt0»  lialiing 
taften  tHe  l^eali  of  t^e  gpannt^  pnr0etDeli  W  tnape  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


tlenclNiniitA  fnrOigt^  He  tiww  <0tomiM>  to  «ee  tt 
iiilii0Uile»etto  tnH  U  tovt^tHlt^timettta  avStpsntuUn 
tMwtif^  otDAfe.  cue  twsnee  entered  <9e  totest 
iottxWi  topt!^  tQe  tueigin  of  fj^e  (ton  9^*  toj^eti  9e  |09« 
fitllse  iqpMi  a  oUtteratdi  car  dratpn  lis  Orffbrns,  et 
9aMng  monntdi  it*  oidl  Dloeelr  t|ie  9ea9  Up  Qe  0Oie  of 
tli»>  tm)^0eigDeli  Hto  tiM|^  otiet  t|e  forreot*  et  axtibOi 
iKfore  t^t  tHp  of  He  Sntpetonr.  ile  tiW0  nmcH 
aotottnlMi  tm^tn  He  0at»  He  tfiree  lo«t  aqftitta  tuof 
ntmfin  scorns  toi  AlMnoter  otier  9*  gate*  ann  nHoceH 
on  enviott0  talilenient0  tn  nitcfieo  otievoircH^*  anH  on 
t|e  top  of  H<  gate  t^t  tmctet»  ann  pffnades  of  He 
enelpannt^  inrsDge.  CHe  9rimce  enters  tfpe  gate*  et 
artiHA  at  He  tMUaee,  et  IwMng  oaletodi  He  ffni^ 
petonr*  He  ^mpevee**  anH  all  t|ie  corte*  retire  to  t^e 
emHotorA  fKrtDet  of  t|e  mo0t  )offfkaie0t  of  all  lopfttl 
tir9nee0«e0*  t|ie  t>rinee00  WHilamante*  tnlio  to  see  Him 
toa0  iMUwing  glaH*  anH  00  0He  nialie  a  0peec|i*  0tte|p  a0 
netier  toa0  fpearUt  fiefore*  ann  it  lini0HA  in  He0e 
iwclwtf  pqgnu  Ilalia|MntHtt0»  mine  otim  Hevte  0tiiete» 
Iettt0  He  glali0ome  tHat  toe  ate  Heere>  anH  not  in  He 
giKntnt0  matD0»  menrie  anH  not  manglA»  011^19110 
ipDiH  )09  anH  not  0lDalIotDeH»  mivHfttU  moHing  anH  not 
eaten  np  aliHe.  JMans  oHer  9le0attnt  tDorHe0  9a00^ 
Hettoeene  H^m;  Hnt  ioHatH^  0^90  et ioHat  H^ If iH 
t0  not  reeovHeH  in  tifia  0torie. 
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I990torie  of  Vrstue  Haiyiipatrtlmg. 


Vctace  liUO<itMiit|it0. 

<BintnrtntA  finr  9.  ».  atm  to  He  MlUe  at  ipto  c^ovpt 

At  t|e  ^S0i»  of  tlie  ®atte  onH  ^aniel» 

tietre  unto  t|ie  iptle  jlovtj^e 

Hoore  of  VolDlf  0 
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A   READABLE    REPRINT   OF 

jlTRDEjlND  FAITHFUL  HISTORY 

OP  THE 

REDOUBTABLE 

PRINCE    RADAPANTHUS. 

9HIS  little  jeu  tPe^prity  or  **  a  trick  on  Bibliomanists,"  is  a  pretended 
reprint  from  a  unique  copy  of  Mtgnfcsn  ht  Wtm^t,  and  written  by 
John  Adey  Repton,  son  of  Humphrey  Repton,  the  author  ^ 
Sketches  and  Hints  on  Landscape  Gardening,  1794;  Des^ps  for 
the  Pavilion  at  Brighton,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons,  John  Adey  Repton 
and  G.  S.  Repton,  London,  1808,  &c,  &c  The  ornamental  mitial  letters 
commencing  the  chapters  of  the  foregoing  version  of  **  The  Pretender"  will  be 
found  to  form  the  author's  name  in  tall,  thus  : 


®M^ 


1)S>@#^ 
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TRUE  AND  FAITHFUL  HISTORY 


OF  THE   REDOUBTABLE 


PRINCE     RADAPANTHUS. 


N  ancient  days  there  lived  a  hardy  and  a 
strong  man  that  was  called  the  valorous 
Prince  Radapanthus,  son  of  the  most 
mighty  sovereign  King  Abrodonte  and 
his  fair  Queen  CoUinella* 
Now  on  a  time  when  the  sable  night  began 
(]to]  fade  and  the  glorious  sun  to  salute  the  golden  day 
and  gladden  the  heart  of  man,  uprose  the  puissant 
Prince  Radapanthus,  and  having  donned  his  shining 
armour,  and  grasped  his  goodly  sword  Firmabrande, 
he  mounted  his  fiery  steed  Gruffosnorto,  and  followed 
by  his  gentle  squire  Pintadonte,  they  sallied  forth  in 
quest  of  adventure.  They  advanced  on  their 
journey,  when  towards  the  noon  of  day  they  entered 
into  a  thick  and  darksome  forest,  where  their  steps 
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were  hindered  by  the  thorns  and  brambles  and 
much  annoyed  from  toads  and  serpents.  The 
Prince  with  his  sword  hewed  his  way  through  the 
bushes,  when  peradventure  striking  a  stone  the 
darkness  of  the  forest  disappeared,  and  they  found 
themselves  in  a  passing  large  plain,  but  still  sur- 
rounded by  the  forest  on  every  side,  and  in  the 
midst  thereof  was  a  transparent  lake,  called  Bel- 
plaisant,  in  which  was  a  goodly  and  a  fair  gondola, 
painted  full  clean,  with  purple  sails,  and  at  the  helm 
sat  a  beautiful  and  a  comely  damsel,  bedecked  in 
azure  and  gold  and  a  transparent  veil  over  her  head 
bespangled  with  silver  stars.  The  Prince  was 
saluted  in  modest  guise  by  the  damsel,  and  with 
his  squire  were  most  gladsomely  received  into  the 
boat :  they  glided  along  the  lake  till  they  came  to 
a  passing  fair  river  bordered  on  each  side  with  many 
goodly  trees,  very  pleasant  to  behold,  as  the  oak,  the 
elm,  the  plane,  the  holm,  the  cheston,  the  beech,  the 
poplar,  the  hazel,  the  maple,  the  thorn,  and  the  box, 
while  the  banks  were  gaily  omated  with  flowers  and 
flowerets  fretted  in  divers  colours,  and  spread  over 
all  the  plain.  Having  proceeded  in  the  boat,  that 
glided  along  the  winding  stream  for  awhile,  the 
Prince  Radapanthus  and  his  squire  disembarked.  So 
soon  as  the  Prince  pulled  off  a  rose  and  gave  it 
to  the  damsel,  then  all  at  once  she  with  her  boat 
suddenly  vanished,  the  sky  was  quickly  overcast^,  an 
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awful  noise  was  heard,  and  immediately  a  strong 
vapour  of  doud  and  smoke  was  seen  to  rise  out  of 
the  ground :  and  in  the  midst  thereof  arose  a  fright- 
ful and  most  uncouth  Giant  He  had  a  swarthy 
visage,  a  yellow  beard,  and  a  most  stemful  counte- 
nance ;  he  was  completely  armed  and  mounted  upon 
a  fiery  dragon.  Now  the  Giant  b^^  most  gruffly 
to  growl  with  great  discourteousness  at  the  Prince 
Radapanthus,  and  lifting  up  a  great  iron  mace  ad- 
vanced towards  him.  But  the  valorous  Prince, 
mounted  on  his  horse  Gruffosnorto,  couched  his 
lance,  and  with  great  hardihood  drove  it  into  the 
dragon's  maws,  and  being  unable  to  regain  the 
same,  drew  his  sword  and  smote  off  the  left  leg  of 
the  Giant  The  Giant  roared  with  dolorous  pain, 
when  the  dragon  raised  his  tail,  and  struck  the 
Prince  on  the  helmet,  but  Radapanthus  with  his 
trenchant  blade  struck  off  the  dragon's  tail,  and 
having  regained  his  lance,  the  dragon  sank  down 
with  passing  great  pain,  the  horse  snuffed  the  wind 
and  ramped  most  furiously  on  the  neck  of  the 
dragon,  when  the  valorous  Prince  lifted  up  his 
goodly  sword  Firmabrande,  and  cleaved  the  Giant 
through  the  middle,  from  the  head  to  the  saddle. 
The  Giant  fell  down  on  each  side  of  the  dragon  with 
a  tremendous  crash,  while  the  blood  was  spread 
all  over  the  field 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


26  History  ot 

jVERCOME  with  fatigue  and  covered  with 
bitter  bales^  the  Prince  fell  into  a  swoon, 
when  all  at  once  the  vapour  and  darkness 
of  the  air  vanished,  and  the  blood  which  covered  the 
field  suddenly  disappeared,  and  a  gleam  of  light 
arose  from  out  of  the  ground.  Then  the  damsel  of 
the  lake  again  stood  before  him  with  a  cup  of 
enchanted  liquor,  and  having  besprinkled  over  the 
face  of  the  Prince  Radapanthus,  and  uttered  some 
strange  and  *  uncouth  words,  she  mounted  a  golden 
chaur  bedecked  with  diamonds  and  topaz  and  drawn 
by  winged  serpents :  so  she  rose  in  the  air  and 
immediately  disappeared. 

|AVING  recovered  from  his  swoon  by  the 
enchanted  liquor,  the  Prince  arose, 
mounted  his  horse  Gruffosnorto,  followed 
by  his  faithful  squire  Pintadonte,  and  pursued  his 
adventure,  and  having  advanced  to  the  end  of  the 
forest,  his  ears  were  greeted  with  a  distant  sound  of 
music,  which  increased  still  more  as  he  drew  nigh, 
when  he  began  to  espy  come  tiding  forth  on  a  milk 
white  steed  in  rich  array  a  beautiful  lady  called  the 
renowned  Princess  Philamante,  with  body  genteel 
and  middle  small :  she  was  clothed  in  a  mantle  of 
jgreeo  velvet  and  a  kirtle  of  blue  wrought  with  birds 


^Bale. — Grief,  misery,  sorrow. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Prince  Radapanthus.  27 

of  sundry  colours  :  she  was  attended  by  ten  comely 
and  buxom  damsels,  dancing  and  playing  on  divers 
sorts  of  pleasant  music  and  followed  by  a  dwarf  with 
a  pas^ng  great  helmet  on  his  head,  long  spurs  on 
his  heels,  and  a  great  cloak  over  his  shoulders,  the 
which  trailed  along  the  ground.  The  dwarf,  called 
Sir  Puny,  was  followed  by  a  squire,  carrying  his 
sword,  anci  leading  a  large  black  horse  with  golden 
bridle  and  saddle  studded  with  pearls  and  musical 
bells  of  many  sundry  shapes,  and  a  shield  bearing  a 
golden  apple  on  an  azure  field. 

sooner  had  the  dwarf  Sir  Puny  perceived 
the  Prince  Radapanthus  than  he  advanced 
and  saluted  him   most  courteously,  and 
showed  him  to  the   most  peerless  Princess  Phila- 
mante  :    the  Prince  was  greatly  astounded  with  the 
handsomeness   of   the    Princess,   saluted  her  most 
buxomly,  which  was  returned  by  a  most  graceful  and 
sweet  smile,  and  condescending  to  receive  him  as 
her  faithful  knight,  in  which  the  Prince  was  passing 
glad,  and  so  they  proceeded  in  company,  and 
towards  the  night  arrived  at  the  court  of 
the  Emperor  Primoso,  the  father  of 
the  Princess  Philamante,  when  he 
was  kindly   welcomed,  and 
presented  to  the 
Empress  Bellafronte. 
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ND  now  the  golden  gate  of  heaven  began 
to  open,  when  gentle  Phoebus  came  joy- 
fully forth  and  cast  his  glittering  beams 
up  to  the  sky,  and  shot  forth  the  glad- 
some day.  Uprose  the  valorous  Prince 
Radapanthus,  and  uprose  the  Emperor  and 
all  his  court ;  and,  lastly,  uprose  the  peerless  Princess 
Philamante  clad  in  a  silk  robe  fretted  in  gold  and 
silver  sheen.^ 

The  royal  Emperor  Primoso,  as  French  Clerks 
say,  was  four  foot  high :  he  was  royally  crowned 
with  a  quintuple  crown,  and  a  lofty  spire  an  ell  long, 
studded  with  diamond  bells  and  surmounted  by  a 
golden  vane.  His  majesty  was  clothed  in  a  red 
and  yellow  robe,  besprinkled  with  shining  stars,  and 
held  in  his  right  hand  a  sceptre,  surmounted  by  a 
crystal  image  of  Justice,  blinded  and  holding  a  sword 
and  balance,  which  sceptre  was  never  out  of  the 
Emperor's  sight. 

The  Empress  Bellafronte,  who  was  seven  feet 
high,  was  most  gloriously  crowned  with  an  embattled 
crown,  surmounted  by  pinnacles  in  topaz,  and  was 
clothed  in  ermine  and  purple  pall,  and  in  a  kirtle 
besprinkled  all  about  with  silver  stars,  and  lettered 

*Shben.— Lustre,  brightness. 
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with  golden  letters  well  bemottoed ;  her  shoes 
were  omated  in  curious  devices  like  unto  the 
windows  of  Paul's  Church. 

The  royal  Emperor  handed  the  Empress  into 
the  royal  hall  of  the  royal  palace,  followed  by  the 
Princess  Philamante,  and  the  renowned  Prince 
Radapanthus,  attended  by  all  the  Lords  and  Ladies 
of  the  court,  bedecked  in  their  best  array  and  clad  in 
the  newest  guise.  A  grand  feast  was  prepared  in 
the  great  hall,  which  was  covered  in  tapestry  :  here 
were  depictured  Adam  and  his  wife  Eve,  with  a 
serpent;  Tobit  and  his  dog;  the  King  of  Aye 
hanging  on  a  tree ;  Madam  Susannah  and  the  two 
old  men  ;  Potiphar['s  wife]  and  her  friend  Joseph,  in 
a  coat  well  bepainted  in  divers  colours,  and  Duke 
Joshua  with  a  golden  sun  standing  still ;  the  three 
Kings  of  Colen  riding  on  their  prancing  steeds  ; 
the  Prodigal  Son  without  the  pigs.  The  windows 
of  the  hall  were  omated  with  royal  glass,  containing 
the  achievements  of  the  renowned  Prince  Potomodo, 
great  grandfather  unto  the  Emperor  Primoso  :  the 
upper  part  of  the  hall  was  ornamented  with  ancient 
armour.  The  ceiling  was  most  cunningly  carved 
with  antique  imagery  and  devices,  containing  the 
coats  and  genealogies  of  the  Emperor.  At  the 
upper  end  of  the  hall  on  the  high  dais,  under  a 
canopy  of  state,  curiously  carved  and  pinnacled,  sat 
the  Emperor,  the  Empress,  the  Princess  and  the 
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valiant  Prince;  then  the  dukes,  earls,  l^arons;  knigfht% 
squires^  and  all  the  ladies  and  damsels  of  the  Court 


|URING  the  time  of  the  feast,  while  the 
minstrels  were  playing  in  sweet  concord- 
ance and  pleasant  harmony  many  most 
joyful  songs,  and  while  the  Squire  Carver  was  hold- 
ing up  the  huge  knife  and  fork  to  cut  the  meat,  a 
messenger  ran  suddenly  into  the  hall  in  great  terror 
and  dismay,  declaring  that  a  huge  and  horrible 
Giant  called  Hurlotobumpus,  was  advancing  to  claim 
the  hand  of  the  peerless  Princess  Philamante.  The 
whole  Court  were  thrown  into  great  confusion  and 
dismay,  the  minstrels  ceased  their  pleasant  sounds, 
the  Princess  much  awed  fell  into  great  dis- 
quietedness. 

From  the  marvellous  mighty  strength  of  the 
Giant,  the  knights  of  the  Court  were  awed ;  none 
dared  to  combat  with  him  but  only  the  valorous 
Prince,  who  rose  from  the  board,  without  fail, 
put  on  his  glittering  armour,  seized  his  sword,  and 
having  mounted  his  goodly  horse  Gruffosnorto,  pror 
ceeded  in  quest  of  Hurlotobumpus  :  he  met  him  in 
the  court  of  the  Palace,  armed  with  a  club  and 
mounted  on  a  red  roan  steed.  The  Giant,  who 
cared  iiot  for  no  man  nor  yet  for  no  woman  neither, 
adva^ied  with  a  stemful  visage,  and  with  mighty 
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strefigtK  he  lifted  up  his  ponderous  club,  and  heaped 
bbws  on  the  shield  of  Radapanthus,  which  produced 
dreadful  sounds,  and  shook  the  windows  of  the 
Palace.  The  Prince  staggered  by  the  force  of  the 
blow,  but  immediately  recovered:  he  spurred  his 
steed,  ran  furiously  at  the  Giant,  and  with  his  goodly 
trenchant  blade  chopped  him  in  two  below  the  waist; 
the  body  with  the  head  and  arms  fell  with  a  loud 
and  thundering  sound  like  unto  a  lofty  oak  on  the 
plain ;  the  horse  fled  with  the  lower  part  of  the 
Giant  containing  the  legs  and  part  of  the  body  which 
renulined  fixed  on  the  saddle. 

^TSOON^  the  news  of  the  death  of  the 
Giant  arrived  at  the  hall  of  the  Emperor^ 
it  was  joyfully  hailed  with  great  joy  by 
the  joyful  people :  the  Emperor,  the  Empress,  and 
the  most  peerless  Princess  ol  all  princesses,  and  the 
Court,  greeted  the  vabrous  Prince  Radapanthus, 
and  welcomed  him  with  many  sweet  sounds  of 
(feasant  music. 

JN  [in]  afew  days  after  this  strangeand  perilous 
battle  a  right  fair  damsel  and  a  good, 
with  suffused  eyes,  arrived  at  the  court 
of  the  Emperor  Primoso,  to  demand  aid  for  the 
Lady  Mirrafonte,  against  a  giant  who  had  wrong- 

*Eftsoon.  — Immediately. 
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fully  detained  her  and  all  her  knights  and  ladies  in 
her  castle  as  food  to  satisfy  his  hungry  maw,  when 
he  devoured  every  day  for  his  dinner  two  of  her 
knights,  and  every  night  a  fair  damsel  or  a  fat  friar 
for  his  supper  :  the  Lady  Mirrafonte  is  reserved  for 
the  last;  and  if  she  is  not  rescued  within  three 
days,  she  must  be  doomed  to  death  without  fail,  to 
satisfy  the  ravenous  hunger  of  the  hungriest  of  all 
hungry  giants,  who  has  taken  possession  and 
secured  the  gate  of  the  castle,  by  placing  thereat  a 
large  stone,  which  no  man  but  himself  can  move. 

The  damsel  having  told  this  woeful  tale  to  the 
Emperor  and  'the  court,  three  knights  arose  to 
proffer  their  aid:  Sir  Sterrigogle,  Knight  of  the 
Comet ;  Sir  Filliguts,  Knight  of  the  Cups,  and  the 
valiant  Prince  Radapanthus.  Lots  being  drawn  for 
the  order  of  combat  with  the  giant,  the  first  fell  on 
Sir  Sterrigogle,  who  bore  on  his  shield  azure,  a 
golden  comet  between  seven  stars  argent  Sir 
Filliguts  bore  argent,  a  bend  sable  three  silver  cups. 
The  Prince  Radapanthus  bore  on  his  shield,  azure, 
within  a  border  or,  a  portrait  of  the  peerless  Princess 
Philamante. 
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fADAPANTHUS  and  the  valorous 
knights  with  their  squires  and  the 
damsel  having  taken  leave  of  the  Em- 
peror and  all  his  court,  went  forth  in 
quest  of  the  castle  of  the  Lady  Mirrafonte. 
They  journeyed  on  their  way  for  many  a 
mile,  until  they  reached  a  barren  plain,  and  at  a 
distance  they  began  to  spy  a  wall,  which  arose  out 
of  the  ground,  and  as  they  proceeded  forward,  they 
suddenly  found  themselves  surrounded  by  it,  and 
the  plain,  which  was  burnt  up  by  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  was  all  at  once  covered  by  thorns  and  brambles 
that  were  risen  out  of  the  ground :  they  spied  a  flat 
stone  with  an  inscription  in  unknown  characters, 
and  having  with  great  labour  lifted  it  up,  they  found 
many  steps  rudely  carved  out  of  the  solid  rock, 
leading  down  to  a  subterraneous  passage.  The 
knights  with  the  squires  and  the  damsel  descended, 
until  they  came  to  a  beauteous  and  splendid  cave, 
lighted  up  with  golden  lamps,  and  in  the  midst 
thereof  ran  a  brilliant  and  transparent  river,  that 
made  a  murmiuing  and  sweet  sound.  In  sundry 
places  of  the  crystal  stream  where  it  ran  smooth, 
were  seen  golden  and  silver  fish  swimming  and 
frisking  all  about,  and  in  divers  parts  of  the  rocks 
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were  seen  issuing  out  great  and  small  cascades,  and 
with  sundry  fair  and  goodly  fountains,  which  gushed 
out  of  the  earth,  and  glided  in  beauteous  streams 
ovar  die  pebbles  of  ruby  and  topaz,  intermingled 
with  curious  shells.  All  about  the  cave  were  seen 
many  passing  fair  birds,  gaily  bededced  in  divers 
colours,  singing  sweet  harmonious  music,  and  which 
twittered  with  dieil-  golden  and  silver  wings  over 
every  part  of  the  cave,  but  disturbed  not  the  lamps, 
v^ich  hung  around  the  same. 

INRAPTURED  and  enchanted  with  the 
loveliness  of  the  cave,  and  being  wearied 
with  the  length  of  their  journey,  the 
valiant  knights  and  the  damsel  rested  themselves 
awhile.  Immediately  they  arose,  and  pursuing  their 
adventure  through  a  darksome  passage,  they  came 
into  a  spacious  court,  and  saw  a  golden  door 
guarded  by  two  porters  clad  in  Lincoln  green.  The 
damsel  having  pronounced  many  strange  words, 
threw  some  water  at  the  door,  when  suddenly  it 
flew  open,  and  the  porters  vanished  away.  The 
three  knights  and  their  squires  followed  by  the 
damsel,  till  they  came  to  a  splendid  hall,  covered 
with  ancient  tapestry  and  cloths  of  biudkin,^  well 
broidered  with  gold  and  silver,  containing  the 
faithful  history  of    Sir  Argent  and  Sir   Poverty. 

*Baudkin. — A  rich  and  precious  species  of  stuff. 
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The  ceiling  was  well  carved,  and  the  panels  painted 
with  azure  colours,  and  omated  with  silver  stars 
spread  all  about. 

At  the  fmther  end  of  the  hall  they  found  six 
horses  of  solid  gold,  with  saddles  and  bridles 
bedecked  with  pearls  and  rubies,  and  a  fair  palfrey 
of  silver  with  golden  wings. 

The  knights  and  their  squires  having  seated 
the  damsel  on  the  silver  horse,  took  the  golden 
horses  and  mounted  them,  when  straightway  a 
rumbling  noise  was  heard,  and  the  hall  suddenly 
vanished;  the  carved  ceiling  being  changed  into 
black  clouds,  and  the  bespangled  stars  having 
become  the  firmament  in  the  sky,  a  few  whereof 
were  just  seen  among  the  clouds,  and  a  deep  and 
sombre  darkness  covered  the  heavens  with  tre- 
mendous storms  of  thunder  and  lightning. 

|ROCEEDING  on  their  journey  the  Prince 
and  his  companions  came  to  a  forest, 
when  they  were  annoyed  by  the  fearful 
roaring  of  beasts,  as  of  lions,  bears,  leopards,  and 
griffins,  yet  pursued  they  their  adventure  till  the 
dawn  of  day. 

And  now  hath  dame  Aurora  rising  out  of  the 
bed  of  the  old  man  Titans,  chased  the  morning  star, 
and  ushered  forth  the  golden  day ;  and  now  Dan 
Phoebus  mounting  his  glittering  car,  has  driven  on 

H 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


36  HistoiiY  OF 

his  prancingf  steeds,  when  the  valorous  Rince 
Radapanthus,  the  very  valiant  Sir  Sterrfgogle, 
and  the  redoubted  knight  Sir  Filliguts,  followed  by 
their  faithful  squires  and  the  damsel,  pursued  their 
way,  when  they  began  to  spy  a  furious  and  rapid 
river,  and  over  it  a  splendid  bridge  well  embattled 
and  adorned  with  crystal  pinnacles,  and  at  eadi  end 
of  rfie  bridge  were  turrets  of  alabaster  inlaid  with 
gold  powdered  with  sapphire,  and  surmounted  by 
silver  flags. 

So  soon  as  the  knights  and  the  damsel  were 
passed  over  the  bridge,  the  squires  with  their 
horses  sunk  into  the  earth  and  disappeared.  The 
Prince  and  his  three  companions  nevertheless 
pursued  their  adventure,  and  they  soon  perceived 
the  castle  of  the  Lady  Mirrafonte,  and  advancing 
nearer  they  began  to  spy  the  head  of  the  giant  and 
the  top  of  his  club  over  the  battlements  of  the  outer 
walls,  watching  for  them.  On  the  top  of  the  castle 
was  seen  the  forlorn  Lady  Mirrafonte,  who  from 
the  sorrowfulness  of  her  great  sorrow,  was  passing 
sorrowful,  and  she  waved  a  flag  to  hasten  forward 
her  expected  champions. 

|HE  ckampkms  advanced  to  the  gate  of  the 
castle,  when  out  crept  the  horrible  giauyt, 
with  a  great  numdi,  tremendous  whiskers 
on  his  \ip,  and  a  beard  of  porcQpme's  quills ;   his 
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nose  was  like  the  horn  of  a  rhinoceros,  out  of  the 
which  arose  three  huge  eyes,  like  burning  glasses  ; 
his  teeth  were  like  the  iron  spikes  of  a  portcullis  : 
the  skull  of  his  empty  head  was  made  of  iron,  and 
his  ears  were  like  the  ears  of  an  elephant 

The  giant  was  completely  armed  in  copper  gilt, 
his  legs  were  covered  with  iron  mail,  and  his  feet 
with  skins  of  mice ;  instead  of  hands,  moreover  he 
had  claws  like  the  claws  of  lobsters,  and  he  held  a 
huge  club  with  a  sharp  edge,  in  such  guise  that  it 
served  alike  for  knocking  down  or  cutting  up. 

No  sooner  was  the  giant  prepared  for  the 
combat  against  the  right  noble  champions,  than  the 
silver  horse  flew  off  with  the  damsel,  and  perched 
on  the  top  of  an  high  mountain. 

|F  the  dreadful  combat  of  this  dreadful  day, 
sing  O  goddess  Clio  ;  and  thou  Bellona, 
sister  unto  the  god  Mars,  come  with  thy 
flaming  torch,  drive  forth  thy  car  with  all  thy  fury, 
and  now  make  the  boldest  hearts  shiver  with 
astonishment,  and  the  stoutest  courage  wax  tender 
in  the  bowels  of  the  mighty,  for  dire  was  the 
conflict  First  Sir  Sterrigogle,  a  passing  strong 
man,  having  couched  his  lance,  ran  furiously  at  the 
giant,  but  unable  to  pierce  the  armour  broke  his 
spear :  the  giant  raised  the  club  against  the  knight, 
and  smote  off  his  head,  when  the  good  red  blood 
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spouted  forth  from  out  of  his  neck  full  hot,  like  a 
fountain,  and  the  body  fell  on  the  plain.  Then  the 
most  redoubtable  knight  Sir  Filliguts,  Knight  of  the 
Silver  Cups,  with  body  round,  and  middle  large, 
advanced  against  the  giant,  who  again  raised  his 
huge  club,  and  most  unhendily^  chopped  off  the  head 
of  the  golden  horse  ;  the  head  flew  into  the  air,  and 
the  body  fell  down  with  a  golden  sound,  a  sound 
like  gold  :  then  the  legs  of  the  knight  being  under 
the  horse,  the  giant  trampled  him  with  his  feet 
The  Prince  Radapanthus  having  espied  the  fate  of 
his  companions,  advanced  forward  without  fail,  when 
the  giant  most  furiously  growled  at  the  valiant 
Prince,  swearing  by  Mahounde  and  Tervagaunt, 
and  said,  Advance,  caitiff,  I  am  an  hungered;  I 
want  my  dinner :  you  shall  be  eaten  stewed  in 
onions :  the  Lady  Mirrafonte  shall  be  dressed  for 
my  supper,  and  shall  be  eaten  with  apple  sauce,  so 
advance.  Thou  rascally  giant,  said  the  Prince, 
before  thou  think  of  the  skin  first  catch  the  hare  ; 
and  behold  most  discourteous  and  greedy  brute, 
look  above  you,  the  vultures  and  the  kites  are 
waiting  for  your  carcass.  So  saying  he  drew  his 
sword  Fii^mabrande,  struck  a  blow  at  the  giant,  but 
made  no  impression  on  his  armour.  The  giant 
lifted  up  his  club,  when  the  Prince  Radapanthus 
eluded   the   blow  ;    the  club   fell  with  a  loud  and 

*Unhendily.— Ungently. 
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dreadful  sound  on  the  plain,  and  threw  up  the  dust 
and  the  stones  into  the  air.  The  Prince  dis- 
mounted from  his  golden  steed,  and  with  two 
puissant  strokes  cleaved  off  the  legs  of  the  giant 
below  the  ankles,  spite  of  the  mouses'  skins,  which 
were  charmed  in  vain  :  the  giant  who  was  fighting 
near  the  walls  of  the  castle,  fell  against  one  of  the 
gates,  but  brains  having  none,  he  broke  his  empty 
skull,  and  knocked  off  one  of  the  turrets  and 
battlements. 

10  sooner  was  the  furious  giant  slain,  than 
the  whole  air  was  covered  with  a  passing 
great  darkness  from  the  number  of  vul- 
tures and  kites,  and  other  curious  birds  of  prey, 
from  far  and  near,  some  with  feet  like  dragons, 
some  with  wings  of  butterflies,  and  others  with 
claws  like  men  s  hands,  and  many  with  large  beaks 
like  files,  to  cut  away  the  giant's  armour  to  get  at 
the  meat. 

The  valourous  Prince  advanced  into  the  court 
of  the  castle,  when  he  was  most  courteously  received 
by  the  most  comely  and  gracious  lady,  the  Lady 
Mirrafonte  Now  hath  the  giant  been  devoured, 
and  eaten  up  to  the  bones,  when  the  birds  dispersed 
into  the  air :  the  silver  horse  flew  over  the  walls, 
and  descended  into  the  court,  the  damsel  alighted, 
and  was  kindly  saluted  by  her  lady. 
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Radapanthus  having  broken  open  the  doors  of 
the  dungeons,  released  the  well  fatted  but  uneaten 
knights  from  their  most  woeful  of  all  woeful 
situations,  and  having  restored  the  castle  into  the 
hands  of  the  Lady  Mirrafonte  took  his  leave.  He 
went  into  a  passing  great  hall  called  the  hall  of 
Scandal,  wherein  were  seen  on  the  walls  the  tongues 
of  Ladies  well  nailed  thereon,  and  much  eaten  by 
the  worms,  many  of  the  tongues  were  the  tongues 
of  ancient  spinsters.  At  the  end  of  the  hall  was  a 
beauteous  caskenet,  ornated  with  the  sapphire,  the 
emerald,  and  the  carbuncle  stone,  with  the  goodly 
word  "  Silentiuni'  in  golden  letters,  and  within  the 
same  were  seen  certain  tongues,  well  preserved,  each 
of  them  having  "  Prudentia*'  written  thereon. 

And  now  hath  Dan  Phoebus  following  the  heels 
of  Dame  Aurora,  ushered  forth  the  cheerful  day, 
when  the  puissant  Prince  Radapanthus,  having 
taken  the  head  of  the  Giant,  pursued  his  way  to  the 
Court  of  the  Emperor  Primoso,  and  having  crossed 
the  enchanted  bridge,  he  was  astounded  to  see  it 
invisible,  and  to  find  it  with  all  the  turrets  and  pin- 
nacles vanished  away.  The  Prince  entered  the 
forest  wearied  with  the  weight  of  the  iron  head,  when 
he  joyfully  spied  a  glittering  car  drawn  by  griffons, 
and  having  mounted  it,  and  placed  the  head  by  the 
side  of  him,  pursued  his  way  over  the  forest,  and 
arrived  before  the  city  of  the  Emperor.     He  was 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Prince  Radapanthus.  41 

much  astounded  when  he  saw  the  three  lost  squires 
cunningly  carved  in  alabaster  over  the  gate,  and 
placed  on  curious  tablements  in  niches  over-arched, 
and  on  the  top  of  the  gate  the  turrets  and  pinnacles 
of  the  enchanted  bridge.  The  Prince  entered  the 
gate,  and  arrived  at  the  Palace,  and  having  saluted 
the  Emperor,  the  Empress,  and  all  the  Court,  retired 
to  the  embowered  bower  of  the  most  joyfulest  of  all 
joyful  princesses,  the  Princess  Philamante,  who  to 
see  him  was  passing  glad,  and  so  she  made  a  speech, 
such  as  never  was  heard  before,  and  it  finished  in 
these  words.  Prince  Radapanthus,  mine  own  heart 
sweet,  let  us  be  gladsome  that  we  are  here,  and 
not  in  the  Giant's  maws,  merry  and  not  mangled, 
swelling  with  joy  and  not  swallowed,  mirthful  moving 
and  not  eaten  up  alive.  Many  other  pleasant  words 
passed  between  them  ;  but  what  they  said  and  what 
they  did  is  not  recorded  in  this  story. 

Here  endeth  the  History  of  the  redoubtable 

Prince  Radapanthus.     Imprinted  for  [J.]  A.  R  and 

to  be  sold  at  his  shop  at  the  sign  of  the  " 

Cat  and  Fiddle,  near  unto  the 

little  north  door  of 

Paul's  Church. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


lARMAN'S   '*A  Caveat  or  Warning  for  Common  Cur- 

SETORS,    VULGARLY    CALLED    VAGABONDS,"   WAS   flTSt  printed 

in  1566,  and  was  reprinted  three — or  four — ^thnes  within  seven 
years  after  its  first  appearance,  and  continued  to  supply  the 
greater  and  most  valuable  portion  of  their  materials  to  most  of  the  pam- 
phleteers  who  wrote  on  the  same  subject  for  half  a  century  after,  some  of 
whom  pilfered  not  merely  his  fsLCts  and  the  substance  of  his  statements,  but  his 
language  itself,  without  the  least  acknowledgment.  But  Harman  was  himself 
indebted  to  **The  Fratemitye  of  Vacabondes,"  to  which  he  alludes  in  his 
Dedication  to  the  Countess  of  Shrewsbury  {tee  page  1 1 1 ).  There  are  some 
verses  at  the  back  of  the  title-page,  with  a  wood-cut  of  a  birch  broom  ;  and  it 
is  worth  remark  that  William  Griffith,  who  made  the  first  entry  at  Stationers' 
Hall  of  Harman's  **  Caveat,"  also  registered  *'  a  ballad  intitled  a  description  of 
the  nature  of  a  birchen  broom."  We  have  little  doubt  that  the  verses  at  the 
back  of  the  title  page  of  Harman's  ''Caveat"  were  part  of  this  very 
description. 

"  Probably  the  oldest  work  of  a  similar  kind  to  that  of  Harman  is  that  said 
to  have  been  edited  by  Luther,  under  the  title  of  JAber  Vagatorwny  printed 
early  in  the  i6th  century.  This  also  contains  a  remarkable  list  of  words  in 
common  use  by  vagrants  in  Germany. " 

No  edition  of  *'  A  Caveat "  b  known  to  have  been  reprinted  after  1573, 
till  the  modem  impression — consisting  only  of  100  copies — ^was  brought 
out  in  1 814,  printed  by  Bensley  and  published  by  Triphook.  In  the 
meantime,  a  work  was  published  in  1592,  entitled  ''The  Groundwork 
of  Conney<atching ;  the  manner  of  their  Pedlers  French,  and  the  meanes 
to  vnderstand  the  same,  with  the  cunning  slights  of  the  Counterfeit 
Crank.  Therein  are  handled  the  practises  of  the  Visitor,  the  Fetches 
of  the  Shifter  and  Rufflar,  the  deceits  of  their  Doxes,  the  devises  ot 
Priggers,  the  names  of  the  base  loytering  Losels,  and  the  meanes  of  every 
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Black- Art-mans  shifb,  with  the  reproofe  of  all  their  deuellish  practises.  Done 
by  a  Justice  of  Peace  of  great  authoritie,  who  hath  had  the  examining  of  diners 
of  them.  Printed  at  London  by  lohn  Danter  for  William  Barley,  and  are  to 
be  sold  at  hb  shop  at  the  vpper  end  of  Gratious  streete  ouer  against  Leadenhall, 
1592."  This  work  although  introduced  by  an  address  **  To  the  gentle  Reada:s 
health,"  declaring  that  **  all  these  plajdng  their  coossenings  in  their  kinde  are 
here  set  downe,  which  neuer  yet  were  disclosed  in  any  booke  of  Conny- 
catching."  Then  after  merely  introducing  a  chapter  on  The  Visiter  and  A 
Shifter,  reprints  the  whole  of  Harman's  book. 

Thomas  Decker,  Deckar,  Dekker,  or  Dekkar,  as  the  name  is  differently 
spelt  in  his  various  publications — an  "author  by  profession"  who  seems  to 
have  lived  from  hand  to  mouth,  supplying  his  necessities  by  his  pen  in  the 
production  of  pla3rs,  pamphlets  and  poems,  and  was  often,  if  not  always,  in 
difficulties— also  "  cribbed  "  from  Harman^s  "  Caveat "  in  his  **  The  BeUman 
of  London,  Bringing  to  light  the  most  notorious  Villanies  that  are  now  prac- 
tised in  the  Kingdom,  Profitable  for  Gentlemen,  Lawyers,  Merchants,  Citizens, 
Farmers,  Masters  of  Households  and  all  sortes  of  Servants  to  Marke,  and 
delightfiill  for  all  Men  to  Reade.  Lege,  Perlege,  Relege. — Printed  at  London 
for  Nathaniel  Butter,  1608."  Decker's  name  is  not  to  be  found  to  this  tract, 
but,  in  what  may  be  considered  a  second  part  of  it,  **  Lanthome  and  Candle- 
light," 1609,  he  recognises  **  The  Bellman  of  London  "  as  his  production.  Its 
popularity  was  extraordinary,  for  it  was  printed  three  times  in  the  first  year.  • 
The  work  is  dedicated  anonymously  '*to  all  those  that  either  by  office  are 
sworae  to  punish,  or  in  their  owne  love  to  vertue  wish  to  have  the  disorders 
of  the  State  amended."  The  greater  part  of  the  tract  is  borrowed  tctidsm 
verbis  from  **  A  Caveat  for  Common  Cursetors,"  but  here  and  there  curious 
additions  are  made  applicable  to  the  time." 

"This  fraud  is  noticed  in  another  tract,  by  Samuel  Rowlands,  entitled 
"Martin  Mark-all,  Beadle  of  Bridewell;  his  Defence  and  Answere  to  the 
Bell-man  of  London,  Discovering  the  long-concealed  Originall  and  Regiment 
of  R<^es,  when  they  first  began  to  take  head,  and  how  they  have  succeeded 
one  the  other  successively  vnto  the  sixe  and  twentieth  Yeare  of  King  Henry 
the  eighth,  gathered  out  of  the  Chronicle  of  Crackeropes,  and  (as  they  terme 
it)  the  Legend  of  Lossels.  London  1610,"  who  accuses  the  then  unknown 
author  of  the  **  Bellman  of  London  "  of  stealing  from  Harman's  book.  "  At 
last  up  starts  an  old  Cocodemicall  Academicke  with  his  frize  bonnet,  and 
gives  them  all  to  knowe  that  this  invective  was  set  foorth,  made  and  printed 
above  fortie  yeeres  agoe,  and  being  then  called  a  Caveat  for  Cursitors  is  now 
newly  printed  and  termed  the  Belman  of  London,  made  at  first  by  one  Master 
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• 
Hannan,  a  lusdce  of  Peace  in  Kent,  in  Queene  Marie's  daies, — he  being  then 
about  ten  yeeres  of  age."      The  exposure  roused  the  ire  of  Decker  in  his 
*'  Lanthome  and  Candle-light/'  but  he  made  no  sufficient  reply.* 

A  work  entitled  "  The  English  Rogue,  described  in  the  life  of  Meriton 
Latroon,  a  witty  extravagant !  comprehending  the  most  Eminent  Cheats  of 
both  Sexes :" 

Ma/ii^$  life  '#  a  Play,  the  world  a  Stage,  whereon 
Learn  then  to  Play,  or  else  he  play'd  upon. 

London  :  8vo,  Four  vols.,  generally  bound  in  two,  1671-80,  with  portrait  ai}d 
cuts.  Vols,  i  and  ii  were  written  by  Richard  Head,  vols,  iii  and  iv  by  Francis 
Kirkman.  Contains  a  vocabulary,  alphabetically  arranged,  of  the  canting 
words  said  to  have  been  used  by  the  gipsies — which  are  in  the  main  taken 
from  Harman. 

A  very  much  abridged  edition  of  **  The  En^ish  Rogue"  was  printed,  as  a 
Chap-book,  byT.  Norris,  at  the  Looking-glass  on  London-bridge,  1723,  price 
one  shilling,  but  does  not  contain  the  canting  vocabulary.  The  work  again 
appeared  in  1676,  i2mo,  3  vols.,  as  "The  English  Rogue;  or,  the  Life  of 
Jeremy  Sharp.  To  which  is  added  A  Narrative  of  Mary  Toft ;  of  an  extra- 
ordinary Delivery  of  Eighteen  Rabbitts,  Preformed  by  Mr.  John  Howard, 
Suigeon  at  Guildford,  in  Surrey,  in  the  Year  mdccxxvi.  Published  by  Mr. 
St  Andre,  Surgeon,  and  Anatomist  to  his  Majesty :  Likewise  An  Extract 
Diary,  of  what  was  observed,  during  a  close  Attendance  upon  Mary  Toft,  by 
Sir  Richard  Manningham,  Knt,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  of  the 
CoU^e  of  Phjrsicians ;  from  November  28,  to  Wednesday  December  7 
following.     This  edition  contains  the  vocabulary  of  cant  words. 

Of  "Thomas  Harman  Elsquire,"  who,  "for  the  utility  and  profit  of  his 
natural  country,"  drew  up  and  published  this  treatise,  but  little  beyond  what 
can  be  gleaned  from  its  pages  b  known,  as  that  he  was  a  country  gentleman 
of  Kent — ^poor  gentleman,  as  he  describes  himself— who  kept  house  for  twenty 
years,  and  although  not  uninfected  by  the  pedantry  of  his  time,  of  which  his 
preference  of  the  new  and  learned  word  Ourseton  or  Cwrtitori  to  the  vulgar 
Vagabonds  is  a  small  specimen,  he  was  a  person  of  much  penetration  and 
sound  sense,  and  he  had  taken  great  pains  to  collect  his  facts — d  la  Henry 
Mayhew,  the  author  of  "  London  Labour  and  the  London  Poor" — as  well  as 
enjoyed  very  favourable  -opportunities  of  acqufring  information  not  easily  to 
come  at  in  his  day.  There  is  a  very  capital  article  in  Charles  Knight's 
"London,"  vol.  iv,  chap.  Ixxxv,  on  "  Old  London  Rogueries,"  and  to  which 

•  Cottisf*  **  BibUogropMcdl  Aeeovnt  ofSarl$  EngUth  lAUratwre,** 
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we  are  indebted  for  some  of  our  remarks,  that  throws  much  light  on  Cozenage 
and  Cozeners  of  the  period  of  which  it  treats. 

After  we  had  commenced  reprinting  this  modernized  version  of  Harman's 
"Caveat,"  we  were  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the  work  had  been 
published  by  the  Early  Text  Society — Extra  Series  IX,  under  the  united 
editorship  of  Mr.  Edward  Viles  and  F.  J.  Fumival — two  gentlemen,  from 
th?ir  great  experience,  well  qualified  for  the  task — who  have  used  the  editions  of 
1567,  supplying  some  few  deficiencies  from  the  reprint  of  the  edition  of  1573, 
from  which  we  here  present  our  readers  with  a  modernized — ^and  consequently 
— **  Readable  Reprint :"  we  having,  en  pastantj  disentangled  the  many — 
very  many — knots  which  the  slovenly  printers  of  the  period  had  tied  in  the 
thread  of  our  plain-spoken  old  English  author*s  yam  ! 

As  Harman's  Caveat  is  a  work  so  often  quoted,  and  as  it  throws  so  much 
philosophical  light  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  vagabond  life  during 
the  Elizabethan  era.  And  descriptions  g:iven,  and  the  tales  told  in  such  a 
"round  unvarnished"  manner-^for,  "unto  the  pure  all  things  are  pure." — 
By  a  fine  old  English  gentleman,  one  of  the  olden  time,  who,  "  For  the 
utility  and  profit  of  his  natural  country,  thought  it  good,  necessary,  and  his 
bounden  duty  to  acquaint  my  singular  good  Lady  Elizabeth  Countess  of 
Shrewsbury  with  the  abominable,  wicked  and  detestable  behaviour  of  these 
rowsey,  ragged  rabblement  of  rascals  that  range  about  the  coasts,  so  that  there 
indecent  dolefiil  dealing  and  excrable  exercises  may  appear  to  us  all  as  it  were 
in  a  glass ;"  and  as 

"  Vice  is  a  monster  of  so  fiightful  mein. 
As,  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  seen," 
will,  we  trust,  be  deemed  a  sufficient  excuse  for  laying  before  the  reader  this 
literary  and  philological  curiosity, 

"  To  hold  as  'twere  the  mirror  up  to  nature." 
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^  Caueat  or  iijarentng  for 

Common  Cursetors,  vvlgarely  called 

Vagaifoxufif  wtf ntit  tip  STfioma^  Sarman^  tSf^qnitt,  for  ttft 

ttttittir  anil  profit  of  fito  naturoll  (^Countrp*  SlugmmtrK  anH 

ttriargeHlistlie  fir^t  Sutlior  fiereof*  assfierettnto  te  aUdrK 

ttpe  tair  of  tlir  ^eroiA  taking  of  tire  eoitEterfet 

etatik,  fepttf)  tfir  trur  report  of  9t0  fiefiattt- 

or  anH  alM  9t0  puntoftment  for  Qto  00 

KtoermUtng,  mo0t  manttlou^  to 

tfie  firarrr  or  reotier  tfiereot 

Btmp  IfniprtnteK* 

ANNO  1573 


This  Cart  at  hib  tayle  doth  draw  all  about,     . 

Such  pylfering  pickers,  that  to  it  is  tyed  : 
The  whip  w  ith  his  whiskcs,  tlic  bloud  fetchcth  out, 

The  Baudes  for  baudery,  and  Ilorcb  therein  rycd. 
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Three  things  to  be  noted  all  in 
A  Staff,  a  Besom,  a  With^  that 


their  kind, 
will  wind. 


A  besom  of  birch  for  babes  very  feet, 

A  long  lasting  libbet"  for  loubbes'  as  meet : 

A  >vith  so  vfind  up  that  these  will  not  keep, 
Bind  all  up  in  one,  and  use  it  to  sweep. 


s^ 


» W  ITU.— J  twiff  of  wilU/w  'LIBBET.— J  otaf^  stick,  or  club, 

•^LOlhhEH.'^LubbLn, 
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To  the  Right  Honourable,  and  my  singular  good 

Lady  Elizabeth  Countess  of  Shrewsbury, 

Thomas  Harman  wisheth  all  joy 

and  perfect  felicity,  here 

and  in  the  world 

to  come. 

of  ancient  and  long  time  there  hath  been, 
and  is  now  at  this  present  many  good  godly 
profitable  laws  and  acts  made  and  set  forth 
in  this  most  noble  and  flourishing  realm,  for  the 
relief,  succour,  comfort,  and  sustentation  of  the  poor, 
needy,  impotent  and  miserable  creatures,  being  and 
inhabiting  in  all  parts  of  the  same.  So  is  there 
(right  honourable  and  mine  especial  good  Lady) 
most  wholesome  statutes,  ordinances,  and  necessary 
laws,  made,  set  forth  and  published,  for  the  extreme 
punishment  of  all  vagrants  and  sturdy  vagabonds 
as  passeth  through  and  by  all  parts  of  this  famous 
isle,  most  idly  and  wickedly  :  and  I  (by  good  expe- 
rience) well  understanding  and  considering  your 
most  tender,  pitiful,  gentle  and  noble  nature,  not 
only  having  a  vigilant  and  merciful  eye  to  your 
poor,  indigent  and    feeble  parishioners :    yea    not 
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only  in  the  parish,  where  your  honour  most  happily 
doth  dwell,  but  also  in  others  environing  or  nigh 
adjoining  to  the  same.  As  also  abundantly  pouring 
out  daily  your  ardent  and  bountiful  charity  upon 
all  such  as  cometh  for  relief  unto  your  lucky  gates. 
I  thought  It  good  necessary,  and  my  bounden 
duty  to  acquaint  your  goodness  with  the  abomin- 
able, wicked  and  detestable  behaviour  of  all  these 
rowsey,^  rsgged  rabblement  of  rake-hells,  that 
under  the  pretence  of  great  misery,  diseases  and 
other  innumerable  calamities,  which  they  feign 
through  great  hyprocrisy,  do  win  and  gain  great 
alms  in  all  places  where  they  wily  wander,  to  the 
utter  deluging  of  the  good  givers :  deceiving  and 
impoverishing  of  all  such  poor  householders  both 
sick  and  sore,  as  neither  can  or  may  walk  abroad 
for  relief  and  comfort  (where  indeed  most  mercy  is 
to  be  showed,)  And  for  that,  I  (most  Honourable 
Lady)  being  placed  as  a  poor  gentleman,  have  kept 
a  house  these  twenty  years,  whereunto  poverty  daily 
hath  and  doth  repair,  not  without  some  relief  as  my 
poor  calling  and  ability  may  and  doth  extend :  I 
have  of  late  years  gathered  a  great  suspicion  that 
all  should  not  be  well :  and  as  the  proverb  saith  : 
Something  lurk  and  lie  hid  that  did  not  plainly 
appear.      For  I    having    more  occasion   (through 

*RowsEY.— Dirty. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Dedication.  Hi 

sickness)  to  tarry  and  remain  at  home,  than  I  have 
been  accustomed,  do  by  my  there  abiding,  talk  and 
confer  daily  with  many  of  these  wily  wanderers,  of 
both  sorts,  as  well  men  and  women,  as  boys  and  g^rls : 
by  whom  I  have  gathered  and  understand  their  deep 
dissimulation  and  detestable  dealing,  being  mar- 
vellous subtle  and  crafty  in  their  kind,  for  not  one 
amongst  twenty  will  discover,  either  declare  their 
scelerous^  secrets:  yet  with  fair  flattering  words, 
money,  and  good  cheer,  I  have  attained  to  the  type 
by  such  as  the  meanest  of  them,  hath  wandered 
these  thirteen  years,  and  most  sixteen  and  some 
twenty  and  upward,  and  not  without  faithful  promise 
made  unto  them,  never  to  discover  their  names  or 
anything  they  showed  me  :  for  they  would  all  say,  if 
the  upright  men  should  understand  thereof,  they 
should  not  be  only  grievously  beaten,  but  put  in 
danger  of  their  lives,  by  the  said  upright  men. 
There  was  a  few  years  since  a  small  brief  set  forth 
of  some  zealous  man  to  his  country,  of  whom  I 
know  not,  that  made  a  litde  show  of  their  names 
and  usage,  and  gave  a  glimpsing  light  not  sufficient 
to  persuade  of  their  peevish  pelting  and  pinking 
practices,  but  well  worthy  of  praise.  But  (good 
Madam)  with  no  less  travail  than  goodwill,  I  have 
repaired  and  rigged  the  ship  of  knowledge,   and 

^ScKLBROUS  (Lat).— Wicked. 
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have  hoisted  up  the  sails  of  good  fortune,  that  she 
may  safely  pass  about  and  through  all  parts  of  this 
noble  realm,  and  there  make  port  sail  of  her  wished 
wares,  to  the  confusion  of  their  drowsy  demeanour, 
and  unlawful  language,  pilfering,  picking,  wily  wan- 
dering, and  lying  lechery,  of  all  these  rabblement  of 
rascals  that  ranges  about  all  the  coasts  of  the  same, 
so  that  their  indecent  doleful  dealing  and  execrable 
exercises  may  appear  to  all  as  it  were  in  a  glass, 
that  thereby  the  Justices  and  Sheriffs  may  in  their 
circuits  be  more  vigilant  to  punish  these  malefactors, 
and  the  constables,  bailiffs  and  householders,  setting 
aside  all  fear,  sloth,  and  pity,  may  be  more  circum- 
spect in  executing  the  charge  given  them  by  the 
aforesaid  Justices.  Then  will  no  more  this  rascal 
rabblement  range  about  the  country.  Then  greater 
relief  may  be  showed  to  the  poverty  of  each  parish. 
Then  shall  we  keep  our  horses  in  our  pastures 
unstolen.  Then  our  linen  clothes  shall  and  may  lie 
safely  on  our  hedges  untouched.  Then  shall  we  not 
have  our  clothes  and  linen  hooked  out  at  our 
windows,  as  well  by  day  as  by  night  Then  shall 
we  not  have  our  houses  broken  up  in  the  night,  as 
of  late  one  of  my  neighbours  had  and  two  great 
bucks^  of  clothes  stolen  out,  and  most  of  the  same 
fine  linen.     Then  shall  we  safely  keep  our  pigs  and 

^BucKS  OF  Clothes.— A  tub  or  basket  of  linen  for  washipg. 
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poultry  from  [being]  pilfered.  Then  shall  we  surely 
pass  by  the  highways  leading  to  markets  and  fairs 
unharmed.  Then  shall  our  shops  and  booths  be 
unpicked  and  spoiled.  Then  shall  these  uncomely 
companies  be  dispersed  and  set  to  labour  for  their 
living,  or  hastily  hanged  for  their  demerits.  Then 
shall  it  encoiu^e  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  and 
others,  seeing  this  security,  to  set  up  houses  and 
keep  hospitality  in  the  country,  to  the  comfort  of 
their  neighbours,  relief  of  the  poor,  and  to  the 
amendment  of  the  commonwealth.  Then  shall  not 
sin  and  wickedness  so  much  abound  among  us. 
Then  will  God's  wrath  be  much  the  more  pacified 
towards  us.  Then  shall  we  not  taste  of  so  many 
and  sundry  plagues  as  now  daily  reigneth  over  us. 
And  then  shall  this  famous  empire  be  in  more 
wealth  and  better  flourish,  to  the  inestimable  joy  and 
comfort  of  the  Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty, 
whom  God  of  his  infinite  goodness,  to  his  great 
glory,  long  and  many  years  make  most  prosperously 
to  reign  over  us,  to  the  great  felicity  of  all  the  Peers 
and  Nobles,  and  to  the  unspeakable  joy,  relief  and 
quietness  of  mind  of  all  her  faithful  commons  and 
subjects.  Now,  me  thinketh  I  see  how  these  peevish, 
perverse  and  pestilent  people  begin  to  fret,  fume, 
swear,  and  stare  at  this  my  book,  their  life  being 
laid  open  and  apparently  painted  out,  that  their 
confusion   and  end   draweth  on   apace :    whereas 
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indeed  if  it  be  well  weighed,  it  is  set  forth  for  their 
singular  profit  and  commodity,  for  the  sure  safe- 
guard of  their  lives  here  in  this  world,  that  they 
shorten  not  the  same  before  their  time,  and  that  by 
their  true  labour  and  good  life,  in  the  world  to  come 
they  may  save  their  souls,  that  Christ  the  second 
person  in  Trinity  hath  so  dearly  bought  with  his 
most  precious  blood  :  so  that  hereby  I  shall  do  them 
more  good  than  they  could  have  devised  for  them- 
selves. For  behold,  their  life  being  so  manifest 
wicked,  and  so  apparently  known  :  the  honourable 
will  abhor  them :  the  worshipful  will  reject  them  : 
the  yeoman  will  sharply  taunt  them  :  the  husband- 
men utterly  defy  them :  the  labouring  men 
bluntly  chide  them :  the  women  with  a  loud 
exclamation  wonder  at  them.  And  all  children 
with  clapping  hands  cry  out  at  them.  I 
many  times  musing  with  myself  at  these  mis- 
chievous mislivers  marvelled  when  they  took  their 
original  and  beginning,  how  long  they  have 
exercised  their  execrable  wandering  about;  I 
thought  it  meet  to  confer  with  a  very  old  man  that  I 
was  well  acquainted  with,  whose  wit  and  memory  is 
marvellous  for  his  years,  being  about  the  age  of  four 
score,  what  he  knew  when  he  was  young  of  these 
lousy  leuterers.  And  he  showed  me  that  when  he 
was  young,  he  waited  upon  a  man  of  much  worship 
in  Kent,  who  died  immediately  after  the  last  Duke 
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of  Buckingham  was  beheaded,  at  his  burial  there 
was  such  a  number  of  b^^gars  besides  poor  house- 
holders dwelling  thereabouts,  that  unneth^  they  might 
lie  CM"  stand  about  the  house:  then  was  thereto 
prepared  for  them  a  great  and  a  large  bam,  and  a 
great  fat  ox  served  out  in  frumenty*  for  them  with 
bread  and  drink  abundantly  to  furnish  out  the 
premises,  and  every  person  had  two  pence,  for  such 
was  the  dole.  When  night  approached  the  poor 
householders  repaired  home  to  their  houses,  the 
other  wayfaring  bold  beggars  remained  all  night  in 
the  bam,  and  the  same  bam  being  searched  with 
light  in  the  night  by  this  old  man  and  then  young 
and  others,  they  told  seven  score  persons  of  men, 
every  of  them  having  his  woman,  except  it  were 
two  women  that  lay  alone  together  for  some  especial 
cause.  Thus  having  their  makes  to  make  merry 
withal :  the  burial  was  turned  to  boozing  and  belly- 
cheer,  mourning  to  mirth,  fasting  to  feasting,  prayer 
to  pastime,  and  pressing  of  paps  and  lamenting  to 
lechery.  So  that  it  may  appear  this  uncomely  com- 
pany hath  had  a  long  continuance,  but  then  nothing 
given  so  much  to  pilfering,  picking  and  spoiling,  and 
as  far  as  I  can  leam  or  understand  by  the  examina- 
tion of  a  number  of  them,  their  language  which  they 
term  pedlar's  French  or  canting,  began  but  within 

*Unnkth.  —Scarcely. 

'FRUifENTT.— Food  made  of  wheat  boiled  in  milk. 
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these  thirty  years  or  little  about,  and  that  the  first 
inventor  thereof  was  hanged  all  save  the  head,  for 
that  is  the  final  end  of  them  all,  or  else  to  die  of 
some  filthy  and  horrible  diseases:  but  much  harm  is 
done  in  the  mean  space  by  their  continuance  as 
some  ten,  twelve  and  sixteen  years  before  they  be 
consumed,  and  the  number  of  them  doth  daily 
renew.  I  hope  their  sin  is  now  at  the  highest,  and 
that  as  short  and  as  speedy  redress  will  be  for 
these,  as  hath  been  of  late  years  for  the  wretched, 
wily  wandering  vagabonds  calling  and  naming 
themselves  Egyptians,  deeply  dissembling  and  long 
hiding  and  covering  their  deep  deceitful  practices, 
feeding  the  rude  common  people  wholly  addicted 
and  given  to  novelties,  toys,  and  new  inventions, 
delighting  them  with  the  strangeness  of  the  attire  of 
their  heads,  and  practising  palmistry  to  such  as 
would  know  their  fortunes.  And  to  be  short,  all 
thieves  and  whores  (as  I  may  well  write)  as  some 
have  had  true  experience,  a  number  can  well  wit- 
ness, and  a  great  sort  hath  well  felt  it  And  now 
(thanks  be  to  God)  through  wholesome  laws  and 
the  due  execution  thereof,  all  be  dispersed,  banished, 
and  the  memory  of  them  clean  extinguished,  that 
when  they  be  once  named  hereafter,  our  children 
will  much  marvel  what  kind  of  people  they  were ; 
and  so  I  trust  shall  shortly  happen  of  these.  For 
what  thing  doth  chiefly  cause  these  rousy  rake  hells 
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thus  to  continue  and  daily  increase  ?  surely  a 
number  of  wicked  persons  that  keep  tippling  houses 
in  all  shires,  where  they  have  succour  and  relief,  and 
whatsoever  they  bring,  they  are  sure  to  receive 
money  for  the  same,  for  they  sell  good  penny 
worths.  The  buyers  have  the  greatest  gain,  yea  if 
they  have  neither  money  nor  ware,  they  will  be 
trusted,  their  credit  is  much.  I  have  taken  a  note 
of  a  good  many  of  them,  and  will  send  their  names 
and  dwelling  places  to  such  Justices  as  dwelleth 
near  or  next  unto  them,  that  they  by  their  good 
wisdom  mdy  displace  the  same,  and  authorise  such 
as  have  honesty.  I  will  not  blot  my  book  with 
their  names,  because  they  be  resident  But  as  for 
this  fleeting  Fellowship,  I  have  truly  set  forth  the 
most  part  of  them,  that  be  doers  at  this  present, 
with  their  names  that  they  be  known  by.  Also  I 
have  placed  in  the  end  thereof  their  lewd  language, 
calling  the  same  Pedlar's  French  or  Canting.  And 
now  shall  I  end  my  prologue,  making  true  declara- 
tion (Right  Honourable  Lady)  as  they  shall  fall  in 
order  of  their  untimely  trifling  time,  lewd  life  and 
pernicious  practices,  trusting  that  the  same  shall 
neither  trouble  or  abash  your  most  tender,  timorous, 
and  pitiful  nature,  to  think  the  small  meed  should 
grow  unto  you  for  such  alms  so  given.  For  God 
our  merciful  and  most  loving  Father,  well  knoweth 
your  heart  and  good  intent,  the  giver  never  wanteth 
his    reward,    according    to    the    saying    of    Saint 
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Augustin  :   as  there  is   (neither  shall    be)   any  sin 
unpunished,  even  so  shall  there  not  be  any  good 
deed  unrewarded.     But  how  comfortably  speaketh 
Christ  our  Saviour  unto  us  in  his  gospel  (give  ye 
and  it  shall  be  given  you  again)  behold  further,  good 
Madam,  that  for  a  cup  of  cold  water,  Christ  hath 
promised    a    good    reward.      Now    Saint   Austin 
properly   declareth   why   Christ    speaketh   of    cold 
water,  because  the   poorest  man  that  is,  shall  not 
excuse  himself   from  that  charitable  work,  least  he 
would  peradventure  say  that  he  hath  neither  wood, 
pot,  nor  pan,  to  warm  any  water  with.      See  further 
what  God  speaketh  in  the  mouth  of  his  prophet 
Isaiah.     "Break  thy  bread  to  him  that  is  a  hungred," 
he  saith  not  give  him  a  whole  loaf :  for  peradventure 
the  poor  man  hath  it  not  to  give,  then  let  him  give  a 
piece.      This  much  is  said .  because  the  poor  that 
hath  it  should  not  be  excused,  now  how  much  more 
than  the  rich.      Thus  you  see,   good  Madam,   for 
your  treasure  here  dispersed,  where  need  and  lack 
is,  it  shall  be  heaped  up  abundantly  for  you  in 
heaven,  where  neither  rust  or  moth  shall 
corrupt  or  destroy  the  same.     Unto 
which  triumphant  place  after  many 
good  happy,  and  fortunate  years 
prosperously  here  dispended, 
you  may  for  ever,  there 
most  joyfully  re- 
main.    Amen, 
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EPISTLE  TO  THE  READER. 

LTHOUGH  good  reader  I  write  in  plain 
terms,  and  not  so  plainly  as  truly,  con- 
cerning the  matter,  meaning  honestly  to 
all  men,  and  wish  them  as  much  good  as 
to  mine  own  heart,  yet  as  there  hath 
been,  so  there  is  now,  and  hereafter  will  be 
curious  heads  to  find  faults  :  wherefore  I  thought  it 
necessary  now  at  this  second  impression,  to  acquaint 
thee  with  a  great  fault,  as  some  taketh  it,  but  not  as 
I  mean  it,  calling  these  Vagabonds  Cursetors,  in  the 
entitling  of  my  book,  as  runners  or  rangers  about  the 
country,  derived  of  this  Latin  word  (Curro)  neither 
do  I  write  it  Coorsetores  with  a  double  oo,  or  Cowre- 
setors  with  a  w,  which  hath  another  signification  :  is 
there  no  diversity  between  a  gardein,  and  a  garden, 
maynteynance,  and  maintenance ;  streytes,  and 
streets :  those  that  have  understanding,  know  there 
is  a  great  difference  :  who  is  so  ignorant  in  these 
days,  as  knoweth  not  the  meaning  of  a  vagabond  ? 
and  if  any  idle  leuterer  should  so  be  called  of  any 
man,    would   not  he  think  it  both  odious  and  re- 
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proachful  ?  will  he  not  shun  the  name  ?  yea  and 
whereas  he  may  and  dare  with  bent  brows,  will 
revenge  that  name  of  ignominy:  yet  this  plain  name 
vagabond  is  derived  as  others  be  of  Latin  words,  and 
now  use  makes  it  common  to  all  men :  but  let  us 
look  back  four  hundred  years  since,  and  let  us  see 
whether  this  plain  word  vagabond,  was  used  or  no  ? 
I  believe  not,  and  why?  because  I  read  of  no  such 
name,  in  the  old  statutes  of  this  realm,  unless  it  be  in 
the  margin  of  the  book,  or  in  the  Table,  which  in  the 
collection  and  printing  was  set  in,  but  these  Were 
then  the  common  names  of  these  lewd  Leuterers,' 
Faytores,*  Robardesmen,^  Drawlatches,*  and  valiant 
beggars.  If  I  should  have  used  such  words,  or  the 
same  order  of  writing,  as  this  realm  used  in  King 
Henry  the  Third,  or  Edward  the  First's  time.  Oh 
what  a  gross  barbarous  fellow  have  we  here,  his 
writing  is  both  homely  and  dark,  that  we  had  need 
to  have  an  interpreter,  yet  then  it  was  very  well  and 
in  short  season,  a  great  change  we  see,  well  this 
delicate  age  shall  have  his  time  on  the  other  side, 
Eloquence  have  I  none,  I  never  was  acquainted 
with  the  Muses,   I  never  tasted  of  Helicon.      But 

*Lbuterer.— A  thief;  a  vagabond. 

•Faytores,  or  jToi^tiri^f.  — Fortune-tdlers. 

•ROBARDESMEN.— A  gang  of  lawless  vagabonds  rife  in  the  fourteenth 
century.  They  are  mentioned  in  "  Piers  Ploughman,"  there  called  Boberdei 
knaves, 

•Prawlatches.— Athief;  literaUy  a  house-breaker. 
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according  to  my  plain  order,  I  have  set  forth  this  work, 
simply  and  truly,  with  such  usual  words  and  terms, 
as  is  among  us  well  known  and  frequented.     So  that 
as  the  proverb  saith  (although  truth  be  blamed,  it 
shall  never  be  shamed,)  well  good  reader,  I  mean 
not  to  be  tedious  unto  thee  but  have  added  five  or  six 
more  tales,  because  some  of  them  were  done  while 
my  book  was  first  in  the  press,*  and  as  I  trust  I  have 
deserved  no  rebuke,  for  my  good  will,  even  so  I 
desire  no  praise  for  my  pain,  cost  and  travail.     But 
faithfully  for  the  profit  and  benefit  of  my  coun- 
try, I  have  done  it,  that  the  whole  body  of 
the  Realm,  may  see  and  understand 
their  lewd  life  and  pernicious  prac- 
tices, that  all  may   speedily 
help   to   amend  that  is 
amiss.     Amen  say 
all  with  me. 

'My  Book  was  first  in  the  Press.— That  is,  the  first  edition,  which 
was  printed  in  1566. 
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CAP.  I. 


R  U  F  F  LE  R. 


rHE  Ruffler,  because  he  is  first  in  degree  of 
this  odious  order :  and  is  so  called  in  a 
statute  made  for  the  punishment  of  vaga- 
bonds :  In  the  twenty -seventh  year  of  King 
Henry  the  Eighth  late  ofmost  famous  memory: 
I  le  shall  be  first  placed  as  the  worthiest  of 
this  unruly  rabblement  And  he  is  so  called  when  he 
goeth  first  abroad,  either  he  hath  served  in  the  wars, 
or  else  he  hath  been  a  serving  man  and  weary  of 
well  doing,  shaking  off  all  pain,  doth  choose  him  this 
idle  life,  and  wretchedly  wanders  about  the  most 
shires  of  this  realm.  And  with  stout  audacity  he 
demandeth  where  he  thinketh  he  may  be  bold,  and 
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circumspect    enough,    as    he    seeth   cause    to    ask 

charity,  ruefully  and  lamentably,  that  it  would  make 

a  flinty  heart  to  relent,  and  pity  his  miserable  estate, 

how  he  hath  been  maimed  and  bruised  in  the  wars, 

and  peradventure  some  will  show  you  some  outward 

wound,  which  he  got  at  some  drunken  fray,  either 

halting  of  some  privy  wound  festered  with  a  filthy 

fiery  flankard.     For  be  well  assured  that  the  hardiest 

soldiers  be  either   slain    or  maimed,  either  if  they 

escape  all  hazards,  and  return  home  again,  if  they 

be  without  relief  of  their  friends,  they  will  surely 

desperately  rob  and  steal,  or  either  shortly  be  hanged 

or  miserably  die    in   prison,    for   they  be  so  much 

ashamed   and    disdain    to  beg  or  ask  charity,  that 

rather  they  will  as  desperately  fight  for  to  live  and 

maintain  themselves  as  manfully,  and  valiantly  they 

ventured  themselves  in  the  princes'  quarrel.     Now, 

these  Rufflers  the  outcasts  of   serving  men  when 

begging  or  craving  fails,  then  they  pick  and  pilfer 

from  other  inferior  beggars  that  they  meet  by  the 

way,  as  Rogues,  Palliards,  Morts,  and  Doxies :  yea  if 

they  meet  with  a  woman  alone  riding  to  the  market, 

either  old  man  or  boy,  that  he  well  knoweth  will  not 

resist,  such  they  filch  and  spoil.      These  Rufflers, 

after  a  year  or  two  at  the  farthest  become  Upright 

men,  unless  they  be  prevented  by  twined  hemp.^ 

^Twined  Hemp,— That  ii,  hanged  by  the  neck, 
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I  had  of  late  years  an  old  man  to  my  tenant, 
who  customably  a  great  time,  went  twice  in  the  week 
to  London,  either  with  fruit  or  with  peascods,^  when 
time  served  therefore.  And  as  he  was  coming 
homeward  on  Blackheath,  at  the  end  thereof  next  to 
Shooter's  Hill,  he  overtook  two  Rufflers,  the  one 
mannerly  waiting  on  the  other,  as  one  had  been  the 
master,  and  the  other  the  man  or  servant  carrying 
his  master  s  cloak :  This  old  man  was  very  glad 
that  he  might  have  their  company  over  the  hill, 
because  that  day  he  had  made  a  good  market,  for 
he  had  seven  shillings  in  his  purse,  and  an  old 
angel,'  which  this  poor  man  had  thought  had  not 
been  in  his  purse,  for  he  willed  his  wife  over  night 
to  take  out  the  same  angel,  and  lay  it  up  until  his 
coming  home  again.  And  he  verily  thought  that 
his  wife  had  so  done,  which  indeed  forgot  to  do  it 
Thus  after  salutations  had,  this  master  Ruffler 
entered  into  communication  with  this  simple  old 
man,  who  riding  softly  beside  them  commoned  of 
many  matters.  Thus  feeding  this  old  man  with 
pleasant  talk,  until  they  were  on  the  top  of  the  hill 
where  these  Rufflers  might  well  behold  the  coast 
about  them  clear,  quickly  steps  unto  this  poor  man, 


*Peascods. — Green  peas. 

•Angel. — A  gold  coin,  varying  in  value  from  about  six  shillings  and 
ci^ht  pence  to  ten  shillings. 
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and  taketh  hold  of  his  horse  bridle,  and  leadeth 
him  into  the  wood,  and  demandeth  of  him  what  and , 
how  much  money  he  had  in  his  purse.  Now  by  my 
troth  quoth  this  old  man,  you  are  a  merry  gentle- 
man, I  know  you  mean  not  to  take  away  anything 
from  me,  but  rather  to  give  me  some  if  I  should  ask 
it  of  you.  Py  and  by  this  servant  thief  casteth  the 
cloak  that  he  carried  on  his  arm  about  this  poor 
man's  face,  that  he  should  not  mark  or  view  them, 
with  sharp  words  to  deliver  quickly  that  he  had  and 
to  confess  truly  what  was  m  his  purse.  This  poor 
man  then  all  abashed  yielded  and  confessed  he  had 
but  just  seven  shillings  in  his  purse,  and  the  truth  is 
he  knew  of  no  more.  This  old  angel  was  fallen  out 
of  a  little  purse  into  the  bottom  of  a  great  purse. 
Now  this  seven  shillings  in  white  money  they  quickly 
found,  thinking  indeed  that  there  had  been  no  more, 
yet  farther  groping  and  searching,  found  this  old 
angel.  And  with  great  admiration  this  gentleman 
thief  began  to  bless  him,  saying:  good  Lord  what  a 
world  is  this,  how  may  (quoth  he)  a  man  believe  or 
trust  in  the  same,  see  you  not  (quoth  he)  this  old 
knave  told  me  that  he  had  but  seven  shillings,  and 
here  is  more  by  an  angel,  what  an  old  knave  and  a 
false  knave  have  we  here  (quoth  this  Ruffler)  our 
Lord  have  mercy  on  us,  will  this  world  never  be 
better,  and  therewith  went  their  way,  and  left  the 
old  man   in  the   wood   doing  him  no  more  harm. 
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But  sorrowful  sighing  this  old  man  returning  home 

declared  his  misadventure,  with  all  the  words 

and  circumstances  above  showed,  whereat 

for   the   time   was  great  laughing,  and 

this  poor  man  for  his  losses  among 

his   loving   neighbours   well 

considered    in 

the  end. 
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CAP.  II. 


A       UPRIGHT      MAN. 


UPRIGHT  man  the  second  in  sect  of  thi^ 
unseemly  sort  must  be  next  placed,  of 
these  ranging  rabblement  of  rascals, 
some  be  serving  men,  artificers,  and 
labouring  men,  traded  up  in  husbandry  : 
These  not  minding  to  get  their  living  with 
the  sweat  of  their  face,  but  casting  off  all  pain,  will 
wander  after  their  wicked  manner,  through  the  most 
shires  of  this  realm. 

As  Somersetshire,  Wiltshire,  Berkshire,  Oxford- 
shire, Hertfordshire,  Middlesex,  Essex,  Suffolk, 
Norfolk,  Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Kent,  as  the  chief  and 
best  shires  of  relief  Yea  not  without  punishment 
by  stocks,  whippings,  and  imprisonment,  in  most  of 
these  places  above  said  :  yet  notwithstanding  they 
have  so  good  liking  in  their  lewd  lecherous  loitering, 
that  full  quickly  all  their  punishments  be  forgotten. 
And  repentance  is  never  thought  upon,  until  they 
climb   three   trees   with   a  ladder.^     These  unruly 


*Three  Trees  with  a  ladder— /.<?.,  the  gallows;   the  wooden  horse, 
or  three-legged  mare. 
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» 
rascals   in   their  rolling,*  disperse   themselves  into 

several  companies,  as  occasion  serveth,  sometime 
more  and  sometime  less.  As  if  they  repair  to  a 
poor  husbandman's  house,  he  will  go  alone  or  one 
with  him,  and  stoutly  demand  his  charity,  either 
showing  how  he  hath  served  in  the  wars  and  there 
maimed,  either  that  he  seeketh  service  and  saith  he 
would  be  glad  to  take  pain  for  his  living,  although  he 
meaneth  nothing  less  :  If  he  be  offered  any  meat  or 
drink,  he  utterly  refuseth  scornfully,  and  will  nought 
but  money,  and  if  he  espy  young  pigs  or  poultry, 
he  well  noteth  the  place,  and  then  the  next  night  or 
shortly  after,  he  will  be  sure  to  have  some  of  them, 
which  they  bring  to  their  stauling-kens,  which  is 
their  tippling  houses,  as  well  known  to  them  accord- 
ing to  the  old  proverb  (as  the  beggar  knows  his 
dish).  For  you  must  understand  every  tippling  ale 
house  will  neither  receive  them  or  their  wares  but 
some  certain  houses,  in  every  shire,  especially  for 
that  purpose,  where  they  shall  be  better  welcome  to 
them,  than  honester  men,  for  by  such  have  they  most 
gain,  and  shall  be  conveyed  either  into  some  loft  out 
of  the  way,  or  other  secret  corner  not  common  to 
any  other,  and  thither  repair  at  accustomed  times 
their  harlots  which  they  term  Morts  and  Doxies,  not 
with  empty  hands,  for  they  be  as  skilful  in  picking, 

*  Rolling.  — Travelling. 
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rifling  and  filching,  as  the  upright  men,  and  nothing 
inferior  to  them  in  all  kind  of  wickedness,  as  in  other 
places  hereafter  they  shall  be  touched.  At  these 
aforesaid  pelting  pevish  places  and  unmannerly 
meetings,  O !  how  the  pots  walk  about,  their  talking 
tongues  talk  at  large  :  They  bowl  and  booze  one  to 
another,  and  for  the  time  boozing  belly-cheer.  And 
after  their  roistering  recreation  if  there  be  not  room 
enough  in  the  house,  they  have  clean  straw  in  some 
bam  or  back  house  near  adjoining,  where  they  couch 
commonly  together,  as  it  were  dog  and  bitch,  and  he 
that  is  hardiest  may  have  his  choice,  unless  for  a 
little  good  manner,  some  will  take  their  own  that 
they  have  made  promise  unto  until  they  be  out  of 
sight,  and  according  to  the  old  adage  (out  of  mind). 
Yet  these  upright  men  stand  so  much  upon  their 
reputation,  as  they  will  in  no  case  have  their  women 
walk  with  them,  but  separate  themselves  for  a  time, 
a  month  or  more.  And  meet  at  fairs  or  great 
markets  where  they  meet  to  pilfer  and  steal  from 
stalls,  shops,  or  booths.  At  these  fairs  the  upright 
men,  use  commonly  to  lie,  and  linger  in  highways, 
bye-lanes,  some  pretty  way  or  distance  from  the 
place,  by  which  ways  they  be  assured  that  company 
passeth  still  to  and  fro,  and  there  they  will  demand 
with  cap  in  hand  and  comely  courtesy,  the  devotion 
and  charity  of  the  people.  They  have  been  much 
lately  whipped  at  fairs.      If  they  ask  at  a  stout 
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yeoman's  or  farmer's  house  his  charity,  they  will  go 
strong  as  three  or  four  in  a  company  :  where  for  fear 
more  than  goodwill,  they  often  have  relief,  they 
seldom  or  never  pass  by  a  Justice's  house,  but  have 
byeways,  unless  he  dwell  alone,  and  but  weakly 
manned,  thither  will  they  also  go  strong  after  a  sly 
subtle  sort,  as  with  their  arms  bound  up  with 
kercher  or  list,  having  wrapped  about  the  same  filthy 
clothes,  either  their  legs  in  such  manner  be  wrapped 
halting  down  right,  nor  unprovided  of  good  cudgels, 
which  they  carry  to  sustain  them,  and  as  they  feign 
to  keep  dogs  from  them,  when  they  come  to  such 
good  gentlemen's  houses,  if  any  search  be  made  or 
they  suspected  for  pilfering  clothes  off  hedges,  or 
breaking  of  houses  which  they  commonly  do,  when 
the  owners  be  either  at  the  market,  church,  or  other 
ways  occupied  about  their  business,  either  rob  some 
silly  man  or  woman  by  the  highway,  as  many 
times  they  do.  Then  they  hie  them  into  woods, 
great  thickets,  and  other  rougji  corners,  where  they  lie 
lurking  three  or  four  days  together,  and  have  meat 
and  drink  brought  them  by  their  Morts  and  Doxies  : 
and  while  they  thus  lie  hidden  in  covert,  in  the 
night  they  be  not  idle,  neither  as  the  common 
saying  is  (well  occupied)  for  then  as  the  wily  fox, 
creeping  out  of  his  den,  seeketh  his  prey  for 
poultry,  so  do  these  for  linen  and  anything  else 
worth  money,  that  lieth  about  or  near  a  house.      As 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


A  Caveat  for  Cursetors.  23 

sometime  a  whole  buck  of  clothes  carried  away  at  a 
time.  When  they  have  a  greater  booty,  than  they 
may  carry  away  quickly  to  their  stauling-kens  as  is 
above  said,  they  will  hide  the  same  for  a  three  days 
in  some  thick  covert,  and  in  the  night  time  carry  the 
same  like  good  water  spaniels  to  their  aforesaid 
houses,  to  whom  they  will  discover  where  or  in  what 
places  they  had  the  same  where  the  marks  shall  be 
picked  out  clean,  and  conveyed  craftily  afar  off  to 
sell  if  the  man  or  woman  of  the  house  want  money 
themselves  :  and  if  these  upright  men  have  neither 
money  nor  wares, '  at  these  houses  they  shall  be 
trusted  for  their  victuals,  and  it  amount  to  twenty  or 
thirty  shillings :  yea  if  it  fortune  any,  of  these 
upright  men  to  be  taken,  either  suspected  or  charged 
with  felony  or  petty  bribery  done  at  such  a  time  or 
such  a  place,  he  will  say  he  was  in  his  host's  house. 
And  if  the  man  or  wife  of  that  house  be  examined 
by  an  officer,  they  boldly  vouch  that  they  lodged 
him  such  a  time,  whereby  the  truth  cannot  appear. 
And  if  they  chance  to  be  retained  into  service, 
through  their  lamentable  words,  with  any  wealthy 
man  they  will  tarry  but  a  small  time,  either  robbing 
his  master,  or  some  of  his  fellows.  And  some  of 
them  useth  this  policy,  that  although  they  travel  into 
all  these  shires  above  said,  yet  will  they  have  good 
credit,  especially  in  one  shire,  where  at  divers  good 
farmers'  houses  they  be  well   known,  where  they 
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work  a  month  in  a  place  or  more  and  will  for  that 
time  behave  themselves  very  honestly  and  painfully. 
And  may  at  any  time  for  their  good  usage  have 
work  of  them,  and  to  these  at  a  dead  lift  or  last 
refuge,  they  may  safely  repair  unto,  and  be  welcome, 
when  in  other  places  for  a  knack  of  knavery  that 
they  have  played    they  dare  not    tarry.      These 
upright  men  will  seldom  or  never  want,  for  what  is 
gotten  by  any  Mort  or  Doxy,  if  it  please  him  he  doth 
command  the  same :    and  if  he  meet  any  beggar, 
whether  he  be  sturdy  or  impotent,  he  will  demand  of 
him  whether  ever  he  was  stalled  to  the  rogue  or  no. 
If  he  say  he  was,  he  will  know  of  whom,  and  his 
name  that  stalled  him.     And  if  he  be  not  learnedly 
able  to  show  him  the  whole  circumstance  thereof,  he 
will  spoil  him  of  his  money,  either  of  his  best  gar- 
ment if  it  be  worth  any  money,  arid  have  him  to  the 
boozing-ken  :    which  is,  to  some  tippling  house  next 
adjoining  and  layeth  there  to  gage  the  best  thing  that 
he  hath  for  twenty  pence  or  two  shillings  :  this  man 
obeyeth  for  fear  of  beating.     Then  doth  this  upright 
man  tall  for  a  gage  of  booze,  which  is  a  quart  pot  of 
drink  and    pours    the   same  upon  his   pejd  pate,^ 
adding  these  words  I   P.  G.  do  stall  thee  W-.  T.  to 
the   Rogue,  and  that  from  henceforth   it  shall  be 
lawful  for  thee  to  Cant,  that  is  to  ask  or  beg  for  thy 


*Peld  Pate, — Uncovered  head. 
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living  in  all  places.  Here  you  see  that  the  upright 
man  is  of  g^eat  authority  for  all  sorts  of  beggars  are 
obedient  to  his  behests,  and  surmounteth  all  the 
others  in  pilfering  and  stealing. 

I  lately  had  standing  in  my  well-house  which 
standeth  on  the  backside  of  my  house  a  great 
cauldron  of  copper  being  then  full  of  water,  having 
in  the  same  half  a  dozen  of  pewter  dishes  well 
marked  and  stamped  with  the  cognizance  of  my 
arms  :  which  being  well  noted  when  they  were  taken 
out  were  set  aside,  the  water  poured  out,  and  my 
cauldron  taken  away,  being  of  such  bigness  that  one 
man  unless  he  were  of  great  strength  was  not  able 
far  to  carry  the  same.  Notwithstanding  the  same 
was  one  night  within  this  two  years,  conveyed  more 
than  half  a  mile  from  my  house,  into  a  common  or 
heath,  and  there  bestowed  in  a  great  firbush.  I 
then  immediately  the  next  day  sent  one  of  my  men 
to  London  and  there  gave  warning  in  Southwark, 
Kent-street,  and  Bermondsey-street,  to  all  the 
Tinkers  there  dwelling,  that  if  any  such  cauldron 
came  thither  to  be  sold,  the  bringer  thereof  should 
be  stayed,  and  promised  twenty  shillings  for  a 
reward.  I  gave  also  intelligence  to  the  watermen 
that  kept  the  ferries  that  no  such  vessel  should  be 
either  conveyed  to  London,  or  into  Essex,  promising 
the  like  reward,  to  have  understanding  thereof. 
This  my  doing  was  well  understand  in  many  places 
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about,  and  that  the  fear  of  espying  so  troubled  the 
conscience  of  the  stealer,  that  my  cauldron  lay  un- 
touched   in    the  thick    firbush  more  than  half    a 
year  :   after  which  by  a  great  chance  was  found  by 
hunters  for  coneys^ :  for  one  chanced  to  run  into  the 
same  bush  where  my  cauldron  was,  and  being  per- 
ceived, one  thrust  his  staff  into  the  same  bush  and 
hit  my  cauldron  a  great  blow,  the  sound  whereof  did 
cause  the  man  to  think  and  hope  that  there  was 
some  great  treasure  hidden,  whereby  he 
thought  to  be  the  better  while  he  lived. 
And  in  further  searching  he  found 
my  cauldron,  so  had  I  the 
same  again   un- 
looked  for. 

*CONEYS.— RabbitB. 
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CAP.  III. 


A     HOOKER     OR     ANGLER. 


HESE  Hookers  or  Anglers  be  perilous 
and  most  wicked  knaves,  and  be  derived 
or  proceed  forth  from  the  upright  men, 
they  commonly  go  in  frieze  jerkins  and 
gaily  slops,  pointeth  beneath  the  knee  :  these 
when  they  practise  their  pilfering,  it  is  all  by 
night,  for  as  they  walk  a  day  times  from  house  to 
house  to  demand  charity,  they  vigilantly  mark  where, 
or  in  what  place  they  may  attain  to  their  prey, 
casting  their  eyes  up  to  every  window,  well  noting 
what  they  see  there,  whether  apparel  or  linen, 
hanging  near  unto  the  said  windows,  and  that  will 
they  be  sure  to  have  the  next  night  following,  for 
they  customably  carry  with  them  a  staff  of  five  or 
six  foot  long,  in  which,  within  one  inch  of  the  top 
thereof  is  a  little  hole  bored  through  :  in  which  hole 
they  put  an  iron  hook,  and  with  the  same  they  will 
pluck  unto  them  quickly  anything  that  they  may 
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reach  therewith,  which  hook  in  the  day  time  they 
covertly  carry  about  them,  and  is  never  seen  or 
taken  out  till  they  come  to  the  place  where  they 
work  their  feat,  such  have  I  seen  at  my  house  and 
have  often, talked  with  them  and  have  handled  their 
staves  not  then  understanding  to  what  use  or  intent 
they  served,  although  I  had  and  perceived  by  their 
talk  and  behaviour  g^eat  likelihood  of  evil  suspicion 
in  them,  they  will  either  lean  upon  their  staff  to 
hide  the  hole  thereof,  when  they  talk  with  you,  or 
hold  their  hand  upon  the  hole,  and  what  stuff 
either  woollen  or  linen,  they  thus  hook  out,  they 
never  carry  the  same**  forthwith  to  their  stauling- 
kens,  but  hides  the  same  a  three  days  in  some 
secret  corner,  and  after  conveys  the  same  to  their 
houses  abovesaid  where  their  host  or  hostess  giveth 
them  money  for  the  same  but  half  the  value  that  it 
is  worth,  or  else  their  doxies  shall  afar  off  sell  the 
same  at  the  like  houses.  I  was  credibly  informed 
that  a  Hooker  came  to  a  farmer's  house  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  and  putting  back  a  draw  window  of  a 
low  chamber,  the  bed  standing  hard  by  the  said 
window,  in  which  lay  three  persons,  a  man  and  two 
big  boys :  this  Hooker  with  his  staff  plucked  off 
their  garments  which  lay  upon  them  to  keep  them 
warm,  with  the  coverlet  and  sheet,  and  left  them 
lying  asleep  naked  saving  their  shirts,  and  had  away 
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aU   clean   and    never  could  understand    where    it 

became.       I   verily  suppose  that  when   they 

were  well  waked  with  cold,  they  surely 

thought  that  Robin  Goodfellow, 

(according  to  the  old  saying) 

had  been  with  them 

that  night 
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CAP.  IV. 


A     ROGUE. 


ROGUE  is  neither  so  stout  or  hardy  as 
the  upright  man  :  Many  of  them  will  go 
faintly  and  look  piteously  when  they  see 
either  meet  any  person,  having  a  kercher 
as  white  as  my  shoes  tied  about  their  head, 
with  a  short  staff  in  their  hand,  halting 
although  they  need  not,  requiring  alms  of  such  as 
they  meet  or  to  what  house  they  shall  come.  But 
you  may  easily  perceive  by  their  colour  that  they 
carry  both  health  and  hypocrisy  about  them, 
whereby  they  get  gain,  when  others  want  that 
cannot  feign  and  dissemble.  Others  there  be  that 
walk  sturdily  about  the  country,  and  feigneth  to 
seek  a  brother  or  kinsman  of  his,  dwelling  within 
some  part  of  the  shire  either  that  he  hath  a  letter  to 
deliver  to  some  honest  householder  dwelling  out  of 
another  shire,  and  will  show  you  the  same  fair 
sealed,  with  the  superscription  to  the  party  he 
speaketh  of,  because  you  shall  not  think  him  to  run 
idly  about  the  country,  either  have  they  this  shift, 
they  will    <?arry    a    certificate   or   passport  about 
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them  from  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  with  his  hand 
and  seal  unto  the  same,  how  he  hath  been  whipped 
and  punished  for  a  vagabond  according  to  the  laws 
of  this  realm  and  that  he  must  return  to  T, 
where  he  was  bom  or  last  dwelt,  by  a  certain  day 
limited  in  the  same,  which  shall  be  a  good  long  day. 
And  all  this  feigned,  because  without  fear  they 
would  wickedly  wander,  and  will  renew  the  same 
where  or  when  it  pleaseth  them  ;  for  they  have  of 
their  affinity  that  can  write  and  read.  These  also 
will  pick  and  steal  as  the  upright  men,  and  hath 
their  women  and  meetings  at  places  appointed,  and 
nothing  to  them  inferior  in  all  kind  of  knavery. 
There  be  of  these  Rogues  Curtails,  wearing  short 
cloaks,  that  will  change  their  apparel  as  occasion 
serveth,  and  their  end  is  either  hanging,  which  they 
call  Trining  in  their  language,  or  die  miserably  of 
the  pox. 

There  was  not  long  since  two  Rogues  that 
always  did  associate  themselves  together  and  would 
never  separate  themselves  unless  it  were  for  some 
especial  causes,  for  they  were  sworn  brothers,  and 
they  were  both  of  one  age  and  much  like  of  favour  : 
these  two  travelling  into  East  Kent,  resorted  unto 
an  alehouse,  being  wearied  with  travelling,  saluting 
with  short  courtesy  (when  they  came  into  the  house) 
such  as  they  saw  sitting  there  :  in  which  company 
was  the  parson  of  the  parish,  and  calling  for  a  pot 
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of  the  best  ale,  sat  down  at  the  table's  end  :  the 
liquor  liked  them  so  well  that  they  had  pot  upon 
pot,  and  sometimes  for  a  little  good  manner  would 
drink  and  offer  the  cup  to  such  as  they  best  fancied, 
and  to  be  short  they  sat  out  all  the  company,  for 
each  man  departed  home  about  their  business  : 
when  they  had  well  refreshed  themselves,  then 
these  rowsy  rogues  requested  the  good  man  of  the 
house  with  his  wife  to  sit  down  and  drink  with 
them  :  of  whom  they  enquired  what  priest  the  same 
was  and  where  he  dwelt,  then  they  feigning  that 
they  had  an  uncle  a  priest,  and  that  he  should  dwell 
in  these  parts,  which  by  all  presumptions  it  should 
be  he,  and  that  they  came  of  purpose  to  speak  with 
him,  but  because  they  had  not  seen  him  since  they 
were  six  years  old,  they  durst  not  be  bold  to  take 
acquaintance  of  him  until  they  were  farther  instructed 
of  the  truth,  and  began  to  inquire  of  his  name,  and 
how  long  he  had  dwelt  there,  and  how  far  his  house 
was  off  from  the  place  they  were  in,  the  good  wife 
of  the  house,  thinking  them  honest  men  without 
deceit,  because  they  so  far  inquired  of  their  kins- 
man, was  but  of  a  good  zealous  natural  intent, 
showed  them  cheerfully  that  he  was  an  honest  man 
and  well  beloved  in  the  parish  and  of  good  wealth, 
and  had  b2en  there  resident  fifteen  years  at  the  least, 
but  sa:th  she,  are  you  both  brothers?  yea  surely  said 
they,  we  have  been  both  in  one   belly  and   were 
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twins  :  Mercy  God !  quoth  this  foolish  woman,  it  may 
well  be,  for  ye  be  not  much  unlike,  and  went  unto 
her  hall  window  calling  these  young  men  unto  her, 
and  looking  out  pointed  with  her  finger  and  shewed 
them  the  house  standing  alone,  no  house  near  the 
same  by  almost  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  that  said  she  is 
your  uncle's  house  :  nay  saith  one  of  them  he  is  not 
only  my  uncle,  but  also  my  godfather,  it  may  well  be 
quoth  she,  nature  will  bind  him  to  be  the  better  unto 
you  :  well  quoth  they,  we  be  weary  and  mean  not  to 
trouble  our  uncle  to-night,  but  to-morrow  God 
willing,  we  will  see  him  and  do  our  duty.  But  I 
pray  you  doth  our  uncle  occupy  husbandry,  what 
company  hath  he  in  his  house  ?  alas  saith  she,  but 
one  old  woman  and  a  boy,  he  hath  no  occupying  at 
all :  tush  quoth  this  good  wife  you  be  mad  men,  go 
to  him  this  night  for  he  hath  better  lodging  for  you 
than  I  have  and  yet  I  speak  foolishly  against  mine 
own  profit,  for  by  your  tarrying  here  I  should  gain 
the  more  by  you.  Now  by  my  troth  quoth  one  of 
them,  we  thank  you  good  hostess  for  your  whole- 
some counsel,  and  we  mean  to  do  as  you  will  us, 
we  will  pause  a  while  and  by  that  time  it  will  be 
almost  night,  and  I  pray  you  give  us  a  reckoning  (so 
mannerly  paying  for  that  they  took)  bade  their  host 
and  hostess  farewell  with  taking  leave  of  the  cup, 
marched  merely  out  of  the  doors  towards  this 
parson's  house,  viewed  the  same  well  round  about 
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and  passed  by  two  bowshots  off  into  a  young  wood 
where  they  lay  consulting  what  they  should  do  until 
midnight :  quoth  one  of  them  (of  sharper  wit  and 
subtler  than  the  other)  to  his  fellow,  thou  seest  that 
this  house  is  stone  walled  about,  and  that  we 
cannot  well  break  in,  in  any  part  thereof :  thou  seest 
also  that  the  windows  be  thick  of  mullions,  that  there 
is  no  creeping  in  between,  wherefore  we  must  of 
necessity  use  some  policy  when  strength  will  not 
serve.  I  have  a  horse  lock  here  about  me,  saith  he, 
and  this  I  hope  shall  serve  our  turn  :  so  when  it  was 
about  twelve  of  the  clock  they  came  to  the  house, 
and  lurked  near  unto  his  chamber  window  :  the  dog 
of  the  house  barked  a  good,  that  with  the  noise,  this 
priest  waketh  out  of  his  sleep,  and  began  to  cough 
and  hem  :  then  one  of  these  rogues  steps  forth 
nearer  the  window  and  maketh  a  rueful  and  pitiful 
noise,  requiring  for  Christ's  sake  some  relief  that 
was  both  hungry  and  thirsty  and  was  like  to  lie  with- 
out the  doors  all  night  and  starve  for  cold,  unless  he 
were  relieved  by  him  with  some  small  piece  of 
money.  Where  dwellest  thou,  quoth  this  parson  ? 
alas  sir  saith  this  rogu^,  I  have  small  dwelling,  and 
have  come  out  of  my  way  :  and  I  should  now  saith 
he,  go  to  any  town  now  at  this  time  of  night,  they 
would  set  me  in  the  stocks  and  punish  me  :  well 
well  quoth  this  pitiful  parson,  away  from  my  house, 
either    lie  in  some    of    my    outhouses   until    the 
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morning,  and  hold  here  is  a  couple  of  pence  for 
thee.  A  God  reward  you,  quoth  this  rogue,  and  in 
heaven  may  you  find  it  The  parson  operted  his 
window  and  thrusteth  out  his  arm  to  give  his  alms 
to  this  rogue  that  came  whining  to  receive  it,  and 
quickly  taketh  hold  of  his  hand  and  calleth  his 
fellow  to  him,  which  was  ready  at  hand  with  the 
horse  lock  and  clappeth  the  same  about  the  wrist 
of  his  arm  that  the  mullions  standing  so  close  toge- 
ther for  strength,  that  for  his  life  he  could  not  pluck 
in  his  arm  again,  and  made  him  believe,  unless  he 
would  at  the  least  give  him  three  pound,  they 
would  smite  off  his  arm  from  the  body,  so  that  this 
poor  parson  in  fear  to  lose  his  hand,  called  up  his 
old  woman  that  lay  in  the  loft  over  him,  and  willed 
her  to  take  out  all  the  money  he  had,  which  was 
four  marks,  which  he  said  was  all  the  money  in  his 
house,  for  he  had  lent  six  pound  to  one  of  his 
neighbours  not  four  days  before.  Well  quoth  they. 
Master  parson  if  you  have  no  more,  upon  this 
condition  we  will  take  off  the  lock  that  you  will 
drink  twelve  pence  for  our  sakes  to-morrow  at  the 
ale-house  where  we  found  you  and  thank  the  good 
wife  for  the  good  cheer  she  made  us  :  he  promised 
faithfully  that  he  would  so  do  :  so  they  took  off  the 
lock  and  went  their  way  so  far  ere  It  was  day,  that 
the  parson  could  never  have  any  understanding 
more    of    them ;    now    this    parson    sorrowfully 
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slumbering  that  night  between  fear  and  hope, 
though  it  was  but  folly  to  make  two  sorrows  of  one, 
he  used  contentation  for  his  remedy,  not  forgetting 
in  the  morning  to  perform  his  promise  but  went 
betimes  to  his  neighbour  that  kept  tippling,  and 
asked  angrily  where  the  same  two  men  were  that 
drank  with  her  yesterday  :  which  two  men  quoth 
this  good  wife  ?  the  strangers  that  came  in, 
when  I  was  at  your  house  with  my  neighbours 
yesterday  :  what  your  nephews  quoth  she.  My 
nephews  quoth  this  parson,  I  trow  thou  art  mad. 
Nay  by  God  quoth  this  wife,  as  sober  as  you, 
for  they  told  me  faithfully  that  you  were  their 
uncle,  but  in  faith  are  you  not  so  indeed,  for  by  my 
troth  they  are  strangers  to  me,  I  never  saw  them 
before.  O!  out  upon  them  quoth  the  parson, 
they  be  false  thieves,  and  this  night  they  compelled 
me  to  give  them  all  the  money  in  my  house. 
Benedicite  quoth  this  good  wife,  and  have  they  so 
indeed  .-^  as  I  shall  answer  before  God,  one  of  them 
told  me  besides  that  you  were  godfather  to  him  and 
that  he  trusted  to  have  your  blessing  before 
he  departed,  what  did  he,  quoth  this  parson,  a  halter 
bless  him  for  me,  me  thinketh  by  the  mass  by  your 
countenance  you  looked  so  wildly  when  you  came 
in  quoth  this  good  wife,  that  something  was  amiss  : 
I  use  not  to  jest  quoth  this  parson,  when  I  speak  so 
earnestly,  why  all  your  sorrows  go  with  it  quoth 
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this  good  wife,  and  sit  down  here  and  I  will  fill  a 

fresh  pot  of  ale  to  make  you  merry  again,  Yea  saith 

this  parson  fill  in  and  give  me  some  meat,   for  they 

made  me  swear  and  promise  them  faithfully  that  I 

should  drink  twelve  pence  with  you  this  day  ?    what 

did  they  quoth  she,  now  by  the  marry  mass  they  be 

merry  knaves,  I  warrant  you  they  mean  to  buy  no 

land  with  your  money  :    but  how  could  they  come 

unto  you  in  the  night,  your  doors  being  shut  fast  ? 

your  house  is  very  strong,  then  this  parson  showed 

her  all  the  whole  circumstance  how  he  gave  them  his 

alms,  out  at  the  window,  they  made  such  lamentable 

cry,  that  it  pitied  him  at  the  heart,  for  he  saw  but 

one  when  he  put  out  his  hand  at  the  window,  be 

ruled  by  me  quoth  this  good  wife,  wherein  quoth 

this  parson,  ever  by  my  troth  speak  more  of 

it,  when  they  shall  understand  of  it  in  the 

parish  they    will   but   laugh    you  to 

scorn,  why  then  quoth  this  parson, 

the  devil  go  with  it,  and 

their  an  end. 
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A      WILD      ROGUE. 


WILD  Rogue  is  he  that  is  bom  a  Rogue, 
he  is  more  subtle  and  more  given  by 
nature  to  all  kind  of  knavery  than  the 
other,  as  beastly  begotten  in  barn  or 
bushes,  and  from  his  infancy  traded  up  in 
treachery  :  yea  and  before  ripeness  of  years 
doth  permit  wallowing  in  lewd  lechery,  but  that  is 
counted  amongst  them  no  sin.  For  [this  is  their 
custom,  that  when  they  meet  in  barn  at  night,  every 
one  getteth  a  mate  to  lie  withal,  and  there  chance 
to  be  twenty  in  a  company,  as  their  is  sometimes 
more,  and  sometimes  less  :  for  to  one  man  that 
goeth  abroad,  there  are  at  the  least  two  women, 
which  never  make  it  strange  when  they  be  called, 
although  she  never  knew  him  before.  Then  when 
the  day  doth  appear,  he  rouses  him  up  and  shakes 
his  ears,  and  away  wandering  where  he  may  get 
ought  to  the  hurt  of  others.  Yet  before  he 
skippeth  out  of  his  couch  and  departeth  from  his 
darling  (if  he  like  her  well)    he  will  appoint  her 
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where  to  meet  shortly  after,  with  a  warning  to  work 
warily  for  some  cheats,  that  their  meeting  might  be 
the  merrier. 

Not  long  since,  a  Wild  Rogue  chanced  to  meet 
a  poor  neighbour  of  mine  who  for  honesty  and  good 
nature  surmounteth  many.  This  poor  man  riding 
homeward  from  London,  where  he  had  made  his 
market :  this  rogue  demanded  a  penny  for  God's 
sake  to  keep  him  a  true  man.  This  simple  man 
beholding  him  well,  and  saw  he  was  of  tall 
personage  with  a  good  quarter  staff  in  his  hand,  it 
much  pitted  him  as  he  said  to  see  him  want,  for  he 
was  well  able  to  serve  his  prince  in  the  wars.  Thus 
being  moved  with  pity,  looked  in  his  purse  to  find 
out  a  penny,  and  in  looking  for  the  same,  he  plucked 
out  eight  shillings  in  white  money,  and  raked 
therein  to  find  a  single  penny,  and  at  the  last  finding 
one,  doth  offer  the  same  to  this  wild  rogue,  but  he 
seeing  so  much  money  in  this  simple  man's  hand, 
being  stricken  to  the  heart  with  a  covetous  desire, 
bid  him  forthwith  to  deliver  all  that  he  had,  or  else 
he  would  with  his  staff  beat  out  his  brains  :  for  it 
was  not  a  penny  would  now  quench  his  thirst,  seeing 
so  much  as  he  did  :  thus  swallowing  his  spittle 
greedily  down,  spoiled  this  poor  man  of  all  the 
money  that  he  had,  and  leaped  over  the  hedge  into 
a  thick  wood,  and  went  his  way  as  merrily  as  this 
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good  simple  man  came  home  sorrowful.      I  once 
rebuking  a    Wild   Rogue,    because    he    went 
idly  about:    he  showed  me  that  he   was 
a  beggar  by  inheritance,    his  grand- 
father [was  a  beggar,   his  father 
was  one,  and  he  must  needs 
be  one  by  good 
reason. 
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CAP.  VI. 


A      PRIGGER      OF      PRANCERS. 


P RIGGER  of  Prancers  be  horse  stealers, 
for  to  prig  signifieth  in  their  language  to 
steal,  and  a  Prancer  is  a  horse,  so  being 
put  together,  the  matter  is  plain. 
These  go  commonly  in  jerkins  of  leather 
or  white  frieze,  and  carry  little  wands  in 
their  hands,  and  will  walk  through  grounds  and 
pastures  to  search  and  see  horses  meet  for  their 
purpose,  and  if  they  chance  to  be  met  and  asked  by 
the  owners  of  the  ground  what  they  make  there, 
they  feign  straight  that  they  have  lost  their  way,  and 
desire  to  be  instructed  the  best  way  to  such  a  place. 
These  will  also  repair  to  gentlemen's  houses  and 
ask  their  charity,  and  will  offer  their  service.  And 
if  you  ask  them  what  they  can  do,  they  will  say 
that  they  can  keep  two  or  three  geldings  and  wait 
upon  a  gentleman.  These  have  also  their  women 
that  walking  from  them  in  other  places,  mark  where 

P 
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and  what  they  see  abroad,  and  showeth  these 
priggers  thereof,  when  they  meet,  which  is  within 
a  week  or  two,  and  look  where  they  steal  anjrthing, 
they  convey  the  same  at  the  least  three  score  miles 
off  or  more^ 

There  was  a  gentleman,  a  very  friend  of 
mine  riding  from  London  homeward  into  Kent, 
having  within  three  miles  ct  his  house  business, 
alighted  off  his  horse,  and  his  man  also,  in  a  pretty 
village,  where  divers  houses  were,  and  looked  about 
him  where  he  might  have  a  convenient  person  to 
walk  his  horse,  because  he  would  speak  with  a 
farmer  that  dwelt  cm  the  back  side  of  the  said  village, 
little  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  place  where 
he  lighted  and  had  his  man  to  wait  upon  him,  as  it 
was  meet  for  his  calling,  espying  a  Prigger  there 
standing,  thinking  the  same  to  dwell  there,  charging 
this  pretty  prigging  person  to  walk  his  horses  well, 
and  that  they  might  not  stand  still  for  taking  of  cold, 
and  at  his  return  (which  he  said  should  not  be  long) 
he  would  give  him  a  penny  to  drink,  and  so  went 
about  his  business.  This  pelting  Prigger,  proud  of  his 
prey,  walketh  his  horses  up  and  down,  till  he  saw  the 
gentleman  out  of  sight,  and  leaps  him  into  the  saddle, 
and  away  he  goeth  a  main.  This  gentleman  return- 
ing, and  finding  not  his  horses,  sent  his  man  to  the 
one  end  of  the  village,  and  he  went  himself  unto  the 
other  end,  and  inquired  as  he  went  for  his  horses 
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that  were  walked,  and  began  somewhat  to  suspect, 
because  neither  he  nor  his  man  could  see  nor  find 
him.        Then  this  gentleman  diligently  inquired  of 
three  or  four  town  dwellers  there,  whether  any  such 
person,  declaring  his  stature,  age,  apparel,  with  so 
many  linaments  of  hi^  body  as  he  could  call  to  re- 
membrance.    And  una  voce  all  said  that  no  such 
man  dwelt  in  their  street,  neither  in  the  parish  that 
they  knew   of,   but  some  did  well  remember  that 
such  a  one  they  saw  there  lurking  and  buggering 
two  hours  before  the  gentleman  came  thither  and  a 
stranger  to  them.     I  had  thought  quoth  this  gentle- 
man, he  had  here  dwelled,  and  marched  home  man- 
nerly in  his  boots  far  from  the  place  he  dwelt  not 
I  suppose  at  his  coming  home  he  sent  such  ways  as 
he  wspected  or  thought  meet  to  search  for  this 
Prigger,  but  hitherto  he  never  heard  any  tidings 
again  of   his  palfreys.      I   had  the  best 
gelding  stolen  out  of  my  pasture  that 
I   lotad  amongst  others  while 
this  bodk  was  first 
a  printing. 
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CAP.  VII. 


PALLIARDS. 


rHESE  PalHards  be  called   also  Clapper- 
dudgeons,  these  go  with  patched  cloaks, 
and  have  their  Morts  with  them  which 
they  call  wives :    and  if   he*  go  to  one 
house  to  ask  his  alms,  his  wife  shall  go  to 
another,  for  what  they  get,  as  bread,  cheese, 
malt  and  wool,  they  sell  the  same  for  ready  money, 
for  so  they  get  more,  and  if  they  went  together, 
although  they  be  thus  divided  in  the  day,  yet  they 
meet  again    at    night:    if  they    chance    to  come 
to    some   gentleman's   house  standing    alone,   and 
be   demanded     whether    they  be  man    and    wife, 
and  if   he  perceive  that  any  doubteth  thereof,  he 
showeth  them  a  testimonial  with  the  minister's  name 
and  others  of  the  same  parish,  naming  a  parish  in 
some  shire   far  distant   from   the   place   where   he 
showeth   the  same.      This  writing  he   carrieth  to 
salve  that  sore :   there   be   many  Irish   men    that 
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go  about  with  counterfeit  licences,  and  if  they  per- 
ceive you  will  straightly  examine  them,  they  will 
immediately  say  they  can  speak  no  English. 

Farther  understand  for  truth,  that  the   worst 

and   wickedest  of  all   this   beastly   generation   are 

scarce  comparable  to  these  prating  Palliards.      All 

for  the  most  part  of  these  will  either  lay  to  their 

legs  an  herb  called  spearwort,  either  arsenic,  which 

is  called  ratsbane.       The  nature  of  this  spearwort 

will   raise   a  great    blister   in    a    night    upon    the 

soundest  part  of  his  body,  and  if  the  same  be  taken 

away,  it  will  dry  up  again  and  no  harm.       But  this 

arsenic  will  so  poison  the  same  leg  or  sore, 

that  it  will  ever  after  be  incurable,  this 

do  they  for  gain  and  to  be  pitied. 

The  most  of  these  that 

walk  about   be 

Welshmen. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HfESR^^^^^Sffi 


CAP.  VIII. 


A     FRATER. 


^OME  of  these  Praters  will  carry  Mack 
boxes  at  their  girdle,  wherein  they  have 
a  brief  of  the  Queen's  Majesty*s  Letters 
Patent  given  to  such  poor  spital  house 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  there,  which  brief 
is  a  copy  of  the  Letters  Patent,  and  utterly 
feigned,  if  it  be  in .  paper  or  in  parchment  without 
the  great  seal :  also  if  the  same  brief  be  in  print,  it 
is  also  of  authority.  For  the  printers  will  see  and 
well  understand  before  it  come  in  press,  that  the 
same  is  lawful.  Also  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
the  chief  Proctors  of  many  of  these  houses,  that 
seldom  travel  abroad  themselves,  but  have  their 
factors  to  gather  for  them,  which  look  very  slenderly 
to  the  impotent  and  miserable  creatures  committed 
to  their  charge,  and  die  for  want  of  cherishing 
whereas  they  and  their  wives  are  well  crammed  and 
clothed  and  will  have  of  the  best :  and  the  founders 
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of  every  such  house,  or  the  chief  of  the  parish  where 
they  be,  would  better  see  unto  these  proctors,  that 
they  might  do  their  duty,  they  should  be  well  spoken 
of  here,  and  in  the  world  to  come  abundantly 
therefore  rewarded.  I  had  of  late  an  honest  man  and 
of  good  wealth,  repaired  to  my  house  to  commune 
with  me  about  certain  affairs.  I  invited  the  same 
to  dinner,  and  dinner  being  done,  I  demanded  of 
him  some  news  of  those  parts  where  he  dwelt 
Thanks  be  to  God  sir  (saith  he)  all  is  well  and  good 
now.  Now !  (quoth  I)  this  same  now  declareth  that 
some  things  of  late  hath  not  been  well.  Yes  sir 
(quoth  he)  the  matter  is  not  great  I  had  thought 
I  should  have  been  well  beaten  within  this  seventh 
night :  how  so  (quoth  I)  marry  sir  said  he,  I  am 
Constable  for  fault  of  a  better,  and  was  commanded 
by  the  Justice  to  watch.  The  watch  being  set,  I 
took  an  honest  man  one  of  my  neighbours  with  me 
and  went  up  to  the  end  of  the  town  as  far  as  the 
spital  house :  at  which  house  I  heard  a  great  noise, 
and  drawing  near  stood  close  under  the  wall,  and 
this  was  at  one  of  the  clock  after  midnight,  where  he 
heard  swearing,  prating,  and  wagers  laying,  and  the 
pot  apace  walking,  and  forty  pence  gaged  upon  a 
matter  of  wrestling,  pitching  of  the  bar,  and  casting 
of  the  sledge  :  and  out  they  go  in  a  fustian  fume  into 
the  back  side,  where  was  a  great  axiltyre,  and  there 
fell  to  the  pitching  of  the  bar,  being  three  to  three  : 
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the  moon  did  shine  bright,  the  constable  with  his 
neighbour  might  see  and  behold  all  that  was  done. 
And  how  the  wife  of  the  house  was  roasting  of  a  pig, 
while  her  guests  were  in  their  match.  At  the  last 
they  could  not  agree  upon  a  cast  and  fell  at  words, 
and  from  words  to  blows.  The  constable  with  his 
fellow  runs  unto  them  to  part  them,  and  in  the 
parting  licks  a  dry  blow  or  two.  Then  the 
noise  increased,  the  constable  would  have  had  them 
to  the  stocks.  The  wife  of  the  house  runs  out  with 
her  good  man  to  entreat  the  constable  for  her  guests, 
and  leaves  the  pig  at  the  fire  alone.  In  cometh 
two  or  three  of  the  next  neighbours  being  waked  with 
the  noise,  and  into  the  house  they  come  and  find 
none  therein  but  the  pig  well  roasted,  and  carrieth  the 
same  away  with  them,  spit  and  all,  with  such  bread 
and  drink  also  as  stood  upon  the  table.  When  the 
goodman  and  the  good  wife  of  the  house  had 
entreated  and  pacified  the  constable,  showing  unto 
him  that  they  were  proctors  and  factors,  all  of 
spital  houses,  and  that  they  tarried  there  but  to 
break  their  fast,  and  would  ride  away  immediately 
after,  for  they  have  far  to  go,  and  therefore  meant 
to  ride  so  early.  And  coming  into  their  house 
again,  finding  the  pig  with  bread  and  drink  all  gone, 
made  a  great  exclamation,  for  they  knew  not  who 
had  the  same. 
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The  constable  returning  and  hearing  the 
lamentable  words  of  the  good  wife  how  she  had 
lost  both  meat  and  drink,  and  saw  it  was  so  indeed, 
he  laughed  in  his  sleeve,  and  commanded  her  to  dress 
no  more  at  unlawful  hours  for  any  guests :  for  he 
thought  it  better  bestowed  upon  those  small  feasts 
his  poor  neighbours,  than  upon  such  sturdy  lubbers. 
The  next  morning  betimes,  the  spit  and  pots  were 
set  at  the  spital  house  door  for  the  owner..  Thus 
were  these  factors  beguiled  of  their  breakfast,  and  one 
of  them  had  well  beaten  another  :  and  by  my  troth 
(quoth  this  constable)  I  was  glad  when  I  was  well 
rid  of  them.  Why  quoth  I,  could  they  cast  the  bar 
and  sledge  well  ?  I  will  tell  you  sir  (quoth  he)  you 
know  there  hath  been  many  games  this  summer,  I 
think  verily,  that  if  some  of  these  lubbers  had 
been  there,  and  practised  amongst  others,  I  believe 
they  would  have  carried  away  the  best  games :  for 
they  were  so  strong  and  sturdy  that  I  was  not  able 
to  stand  in  their  hands.  Well  (quoth  I)  at  these 
games  you  speak  of  both  legs  and  arms  be  tried : 
yea  (quoth  this  officer)  they  be  wicked  men.  I 
have  seen  some  of  them  since  with  clouts 
bound  about  their  legs,  and  halting  with 
their  staff  in  their  hands.  Where- 
fore some  of  them  (by  God) 
be  all  nought 
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CAP.  IX. 


A    ABRAHAM    MAN. 


HESE  Abraham  men  be  those  that 
feign  themselves  to  have  been  mad, 
and  have  been  kept  either  in  Beth- 
lehem, or  in  some  other  prison  a  good 
time,  and  not  one  amongst  twenty  that 
ever  came  in  prison  for  any  such  cause :  yet 
will  they  say  how  piteously  and  most  extremely 
they  have  been  beaten  and  dealt  withal.  Some  of 
these  be  merry  and  very  pleasant,  they  will  dance 
and  sing,  some  others  be  as  cold  and  reasonable  to 
talk  withal.  These  beg  money,  either  when  they 
come  at  farmer's  houses,  they  will  demand  bacon, 
either  cheese  or  wool,  or  anything  that  is  worth 
money,  and  if  they  espy  small  company  within,  they 
will  with  fierce  countenance  demand  somewhat 
Where  for  fear  the  maids  will  give  them  largely  to 
be  rid  of  them. 
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If  they  may  conveniently  come  by  any  cheat, 

they  will   pick  and   steal,  as   the  upright   man   or 

rogue,   poultry    or    linen.      And   all   women    that 

wander,  be   at  their  commandment.      Of  all   that 

ever   I    saw   of    this    kind,    one    naming    himself 

Stradling,  is  the  craftiest  and  most  dissemblingest 

knave.      He  is  able  with  his  tongue  and  usage,  to 

deceive  and  abuse  the  wisest  man  that  is.      And 

surely  for  the  proportion  of  his  body,  with  every 

member    thereunto     appertaining,    it     cannot     be 

amended.      But  as  the  proverb  is  (God  hath  done 

his  part)      This  Stradling,  saith  he  was  the  Lord 

Sturton's  man,  and  when  he  was  executed*  for  very 

pensiveness  of   mind  he  fell  out  of  his  wit,  and  so 

continued  a  year  after  and  more,  and  that  with  the 

very  grief  and  fear,  he  was  taken  with  a  marvellous 

palsy,  that  both  head  and  hands  will  shake  when 

he  talketh  with  any  and  that  apace  or  fast,  whereby 

he  is  much  pitied,  and  getteth  greatly.      And  if  I 

had  not  demanded  of  others  both  men  and  women, 

that  commonly  walketh  as  he  doth,  and  known 

by  them  his  deep  dissimulation,  I  never 

had  understand  the  same.     And 

thus  I    end  with  these 

kind  of 

vagabonds. 

Lord  Charles  Stoarton  was  executed  for  'muider  at  Salisbury  on  the  6th 
of  March,  1557.     An  halter  of  silk  was  used  in  respect  to  his  quality. 
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CAP.  X. 


FRESH    WATER    MARINERS    OR    WHIP-JACKS. 


HESE  fresh  water  Mariners,  their  ships 
were  drowned  in  the  plain  of  Salisbury. 
These  kind  of  caterpillars,  counterfeit 
great  losses  on  the  sea,  these  be  some 
Western  men,  and  most  be  Irish  men. 
These  will  run  about  the  country  with  a 
counterfeit  licence,  feigning  either  shipwreck,  or 
spoiled  by  pirates,  near  the  coast  of  Cornwall  or 
Devonshire  and  set  a  land  at  some  haven  town 
there,  having  a  large  and  formal  writing,  as  is  above 
said,  with  the  names  and  seals  of  such  men  of  wor- 
ship at  the  least  four  or  five  as  dwelleth  near  or 
next  to  the  place  where  they  feign  their  landing. 
And  near  to  those  shires  will  they  not  beg  until 
they  come  into  Wiltshire,  Hampshire,  Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire,  Hertfordshire,  Middlesex,  and  to 
London,  and  down  by  the  river  to  seek  for  their 
ship  and  goods  that  they  never  had,  then  they  pass 
through   Surrey,  Sussex,  by  the  sea  coast,  and  so 
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into  Kent,  demanding  alms  to  bring  them  home  to 
their  countr)\ 

Sometimes  they  counterfeit  the  seal  of  the 
Admiralty,  I  have  divers  times  taken  away  from 
them  their  licences  of  both  sorts,  with  such  money 
as  they  have  gathered,  and  have  confiscated  the 
same  to  the  poverty  nigh  adjoining  to  me.  And 
they  will  not  be  long  without  another,  for  at  any 
good  town  they  will  renew  the  same.  Once  with 
much  threatening  and  fair  promises,  I  required  to 
know  of  one  company  who  made  their  licence. 
And  they  sware  that  they  bought  the  same  at 
Portsmouth  of  a  mariner  there,  and  it  cost  them  two 
shillings,  with  such  warrants  to  be  so  good  and 
effectual,  and  if  any  of  the  best  men  of  law  or 
learned  about  London  should  pursue  the  same,  they 
were  "able  to  find  no  fault  herewith,  but  would 
assuredly  allow  the  same. 
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These  two  pictures  lively  set  out, 
One  body  and  soul,  God  send  him  more  grace  ; 

This  monstrous  dissembler,  a  Crank  all  about. 
Uncomely  coveting  of  each  to  embrace, 

Money  or  wares,  as  he  made  his  race. 
And  sometimes  a  mariner,  and  a  serving  man  : 

Or  else  an  artificer,  as  he  would  feign  then. 
Such  shifts  he  used,  being  well  tried, 

Abandoning  labour  till  he  was  espied : 
Condign  pimishment  for  his  dissimulation. 

He  surely  received  with  much  exclamation* 
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CAP.    XL 


A     COUNTERFEIT     CRANK. 


^HESE  that  do  counterfeit  the  Crank  be 
young  knaves  and  young  harlots,  and 
deeply  dissemble  the  falling  sickness. 
For  the  Crank  in  their  language  is  the 
falling  evil.  I  have  seen  some  of  these 
with  fair  writing  testimonials,  with  the  names 
and  seals  of  some  men  of  worship  in  Shropshire, 
and  in  other  shires  far  off,  that  I  have  well  known 
and  have  taken  the  same  from  them.  Many  of 
these  do  go  without  writings,  and  will  go  half  naked 
and  look  most  piteously.  And  if  any  clothes  be 
given  them,  they  immediately  sell  the  same,  for 
wear  it  they  will  not,  because  they  would  be  the 
more  pitied,  and  wear  filthy  clothes  on  their  heads, 
and  never  go  without  a  piece  of  white  soap  about 
them,  which  if  they  see  cause  or  present  gain,  they 
privily  convey  the  same  into  their  mouth,  and  so 
work  the  same  there,  that  they  will  foam  as  it  were 
a  boar,  and  marvellously  for  a  time  torment  them- 
selves, and  thus  deceive  they  the  common  people, 
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and   gain    much.        These   have    commonly    their 
harlots  as  the  other. 

Upon  All- Hallow- Day  in  the  morning  last  Anno 
Domini  1566,  or  my  book  was  half  printed,  I  mean 
the  first  impression,  there  came  early  in  the  morning 
a  counterfeit  Crank,  under  my  lodging  at  the  White 
Friars  within  the  cloister,  in  a  little  yard  or  court 
whereabouts  lay  two  or  three  great  ladies,  being 
without  the  liberties  of  London,  whereby  he  hoped 
for  the  greater  gain  :  this  Crank  there  lamentably 
lamenting,  and  pitifully  crying  to  be  relieved, 
declared  to  divers  there  his  painful  and  miserable 
disease.  I  being  risen  and  not  half  ready,  heard 
his  doleful  words  and  rueful  mournings,  hearing  him 
name  the  fallen  sickness,  thought  assuredly  to  myself 
that  he  was  a  deep  dissembler  :  so  coming  out  at  a 
sudden,  and  beholding  his  ugly  and  irksome  attire,  his 
loathsome  and  horrible  countenance,  it  made  me  in 
a  marvellous  perplexity  what  to  think  of  him, 
whether  it  were  feigned  or  truth,  for  after  this 
manner  went  he :  he  was  naked  from  the  waist 
upward,  saving  he  had  an  old  jerkin  of  leather, 
patched,  and  that  was  loose  about  him,  that  all  his 
body  lay  out  bare,  a  filthy  foul  cloth  he  wear  on  his 
head,  being  cut  for  the  purpose,  having  a  narrow 
place  to  put  out  his  face,  with  a  baver  made  to  truss 
up  his  beard,  and  a  string  that  tied  the  same  down 
close  about  his  neck,  with  an  old  felt  hat  which  he 
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still  carried  in  his  hand,  to  receive  the  charity  and 
devotion  of  the  people,  for  that  would  he  hold  out 
from  him,  having  his  face  from  the  eyes  downward,  all 
smeared  with  fresh  blood,  as  though  he  had  new 
fallen,  and  been  tormented  with  his  painful  pangs, 
his  jerkin  being  all  berayed  with  dirt  and  mire,  and 
his  hat  and  hosen  also,  as  though  he  had  wallowed 
in  the  mire :  surely  the  sight  was  monstrous  and 
terrible.  I  called  him  unto  me  and  demanded  of 
him  what  he  ailed.  A,  good  master,  quoth  he,  I 
have  the  grievous  and  painful  disease  called  the 
falling  sickness :  why,  quoth  I,  how  cometh  thy 
jerkin,  hose  and  hat  so  berayed  with  dirt  and 
mire,  and  thy  skin  also  ?  A,  good  master,  I  fell 
down  on  the  backside  here  in  a  foul  lane  hard  by 
the  water  side,  and  there  I  lay  almost  all  night  and 
have  bled  almost  all  the  blood  out  in  my  body.  It 
rained  that  morning  very  fast :  and  while  I  was 
thus  talking  with  him,  a  honest  poor  woman  that 
dwelt  thereby,  brought  him  a  fair  linen  cloth,  and 
bid  him  wipe  his  face  therewith,  and-  there  being  a 
tub  standing  full  of  rain  water,  offered,  to  give  him 
some  in  a  dish,  that  he  might  make  himself  clean, 
he  refuseth  the  same  :  why  dost  thou  so  quoth  I  ? 
A,  sir,  saith  he,  if  I  should  wash  myself,  I  should 
fall  to  bleeding  a  fresh  again,  and  then  I  should  not 
stop  myself:  these  words  made  me  the  more  to 
suspect  him.      Then  I  asked  of  him  where  he  was 
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born,  what  his  name  was,  how  long  he  had  this 
disease,    and  what  time  he  had  been    here  about 
London,  and  in  what  place  ?   sir  (saith  he)   I  was 
bom  at  Leicester,  my  name  is  Nicholas   Genings, 
and  I  have  had   this   falling  sickness  eight  years, 
and  I  can  get  no  remedy  for  the  same,  for  I  have  it 
by  kind,  my  father  had  it,  and  my  friends  before  me, 
and   I   have    been    these    two    years    here   about 
London,  and  a  year  and  a  half  in  Bethlehem :  why 
wast  thou  out  of  thy  wits,  quoth  I  ?    yea  sir  that  I 
was.     What  is  the  keeper's  name  of  the  house  ?  his 
name  is  (quoth  he)  John  Smith :  then  quoth  I,  he  must 
understand  oT  thy  disease,  if  thou  hadest  the  same  for 
the  time  thou  wast  there,  he  knoweth  it  well,  yea  not 
only  he,  but  all  the  house  beside,  quoth  this  Crank, 
for  I  came  thence  but  within  this  fortnight     I  had 
stand  so  long  reasoning  the  matter  with  him,  that  I 
was  a  cold  and  went  into  my  chamber  and  made  me 
ready,   and  commanded   my   servant  to   repair   to 
Bethlehem  and  bring  me  true  word  from  the  keeper 
there,  whether  any  such  man  hath  been  with  him  as 
a  prisoner,  having  the  disease  aforesaid,  and  gave 
him  a  note  of  his  name  and  the  keepers  also  :    my 
servant  returning  to  my  lodging,  did  assure  me  that 
neither  was  there  ever  any  such  man  there,  neither 
yet  any  keeper  of  any  such  name,  but  he  that  was 
the  keeper  sent  me  his  name  in  writing,  affirming 
that  he  letteth  no  man  depart  from  him,  unless  he 
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be  fetched  away  by  his  friends,  and  that  none  that 
came  from  him  begged  about  the  city :  then  I  sent 
for  the  printer  of  this  book,  and  showed  him  of  this 
dissembling  Crank,  and  how  I  had  sent  to  Bethlehem 
to  understand  the  truth,  and  what  answer  I  received 
again,  requiring  him  that  I  might  have  some  servant 
of  his  to  watch  him  faithfully  that  day,  that  I  might 
understand  trustily  to  what  place  he  would  repair  at 
night  unto,  and  thither  I  promised  to  go  myself,  to 
see  their  order,  and  that  I  would  have  him  to 
associate  me  thither:  he  gladly  granted  to  my 
request,  and  sent  two  boys  that  both  diligently  and 
vigilantly,  accomplished  the  charge  given  them,  and 
found  the  same  Crank  about  the  Temple,  where 
about  the  most  part  of  the  day  he  begged,  unless  it 
were  about  twelve  of  the  clock,  he  went  on  the  back- 
side of  Clement's  Inn  without  Temple  Bar,  there  is 
a  lane  that  goeth  into  the  Fields,  there  he  renewed 
his  face  again  with  fresh  blood,  which  he  carried 
about  him  in  a  bladder,  and  daubed  on  fresh  dirt 
upon  his  jerkin  hat  and  hosen. 

And  so  came  back  again  unto  the  Temple,  and 
sometime  to  the  water  side,  and  begged  of  all  that 
passed  by :  the  boys  beheld  how  some  gave  groats, 
some  sixpence,  some  gave  more :  for  he  looked  so 
ugly  and  irksomely,  that  every  one  pitied  his  miser- 
able case  that  beheld  him  :  to  be  short,  there  he 
passed  all  the  day  till  night  approached  and  when  it 
b^^an  to  be  somewhat  dark,  he  went  to  the  water 
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side  and  took  a  sculler,  and  was  set  over  the  water 
into  Saint  George's  Fields,  contrary  to  my  expectac- 
tion  :  for  I  had  thought  he  would  have  gone  into 
Holborn,  or  to  Saint  Giles's  in  the  Fields,  but  these 
boys  with  (Argus  and  Lynx  eyes)  set  sure  watch 
upon  him,  and  the  one  took  a  boat  and  followed 
him,  and  the  other  went  back  to  tell  his  master. 

The  boy  that  so  followed  him  by  water,  had 
no  money  to  pay  for  his  boat  hire,  but  laid  his 
penner^  and  his  inkhorn  to  gage  for  a  penny,  and  by 
that  time  the  boy  was  set  over :  his  master  with  all 
celerity  had  taken  a  boat  and  followed  him  a  pace. 
Now  had  they  a  sight  still  of  the  Crank  which 
crossed  over  the  fields  towards  Newington,  and 
thither  he  went,  and  by  that  time  they  came  thither, 
it  was  very  dark.  The  printer  had  there  no 
acquaintance,  neither  any  kind  of  weapon  about  him, 
neither  knew  how  far  the  Crank  would  go,  because 
he  then  suspected  that  they  dogged  him  of  purpose, 
he  there  stayed  him,  and  called  for  the  constable, 
which  came  forth  diligently,  to  inquire  what  the 
matter  was.  This  zealous  printer  charged  this 
officer  with  him  as  a  malefactor,  and  a  dissembling 
vagabond :  the  constable  would  have  laid  him  all 
night  in  the  cage  that  stood  in  the  street :  nay  saith 
this  pitiful  printer,  I  pray  you  have  him  into  your 
house,  for  this  is  like  to  be  a  cold  night  and  he  is 

'Pen.ver. — A  pen-case. 
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naked,  you  keep  a  victualling  house,  let  him  be  well 
cherished  this  night,  for  he  is  well  able  to  pay  for 
the  same,  I  know  well  his  gains  hath  been  great  to- 
day, and  your  house  is  a  sufficient  prison  for  the 
time,  and  we  will  there  search  him :    the  constable 
agreed  thereunto,  they  had  him  in  and  caused  him 
to  wash  himself:    that  done,  they  demanded  what 
money  he  had  about  him,   saith  this  Crank,  so  God 
help  me  I  have  but  twelve  pence,  and  plucked  out 
the  same  of  a  little  purse.     Why  have  you  no  more 
quoth  they  ?  No  saith  this  Crank,  as  God  shall  save 
my  soul  at  the  day  of  judgment      We  must  see 
more  quoth  they  and  began  to  strip  him,  then  he 
plucked  out  another  purse  wherein  was  forty  pence. 
Tush  saith  this  printer  I  must  see  more,  this  Crank 
saith,  I  pray  God  I   be  damned  both  body  and  soul, 
if  I  have  any  more  :  No  saith  this  printer,  thou  false 
knave  here  is  my  boy  that  did  watch  thee  all  this 
day,  and  saw  when  such  men  gave  thee  pieces  of 
sixpence,  groats,  and  other  money,  and  yet  thou  hast 
showed  us  none  but  small  money.     When  this  Crank 
heard  this,  and  the  boy  avowing  it  to  his  face,  he 
relented  and  plucked  out  another  purse  wherein  was 
eight  shillings  and  odd  money,  so  had  they  in  the 
whole  that  he  had  begged  that  day  thirteen  shillings 
three  pence  halfpenny  :  then  they  stripped  him  stark 
naked,  and  as  many  as  saw  him,  said  they  never  saw 
handsomer  man,  with  a  yellow  flaxen  beard,  and,  fair 
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skinned  without  any  spot  or  grief,  then  the  good  wife 
of  the  house  fetched  her  good  man's  old  cloak,  and 
caused  the  same  to  be  cast  about  him,  because  the 
sight  should  not  abash  her  shamefaced  maidens, 
neither  loath  her  squeamish  sight  Thus  he  set  him 
down  at  the  chimney  s  end,  and  called  for  a  pot  of 
beer  and  drank  off  a  quart  at  a  draft,  and  called 
for  another,  and  so  the  third,  that  one  had  been 
sufficient  for  any  reasonable  man  :  the  drink  was  so 
strong,  that  I  myself  the  next  morning  tasted 
thereof,  but  let  the  reader  judge  what,  and  how 
much  he  would  have  drunk  if  he  had  been  out  of 
fear.  Then  when  they  had  thus  wrung  water  out 
of  a  flint,  in  spoiling  him  of  his  evil  got  goods,  his 
passing  pence  and  fleeting  trash.  The  printer  with 
this  officer  were  in  jolly  jollity,  and  devised  to  search 
a  barn  for  some  rogues,  and  upright  men,  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  house,  that  stood  alone  in  the 
fields,  and  went  out  about  their  business,  leaving  this 
Crank  alone  with  his  wife  and  maidens  :  this  crafty 
Crank  espying  all  gone,  requested  the  good  wife  that 
he  might  go  out  on  the  back  side  to  make  water  and 
to  exonerate  his  paunch,  she  bade  him  draw  the 
latch  of  the  door  and  go  out,  neither  thinking  or 
mistrusting  he  would  have  gone  away  naked  :  but  to 
conclude  when  he  was  out,  he  cast  away  the  cloak, 
and  as  naked  as  ever  he  was  born  he  ran  away  over 
the  fields  to  his  own  house,  as  he   afterward  said 
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Now    the     next     morning    betimes    I    went  unto 
Newington  to  understand  what  was  done  because  or 
it  was  day  that  there  my  printer  was,  and  at  my 
coming  thither  I  heard  the  whole  circumstance,  as  I 
above  have  written  :  and  I   seeing  the  matter  so  full 
out,  took  order  with  the  chief  of  the  parish  that  this 
thirteen  shillings  and  three  pence  halfpenny  might 
be  the  next  day  equally  distributed  by  their  good 
discretions    to    the    poverty   of    the   same    parish, 
whereof  this  crafty  Crank  had  part  himself,  for  he 
had  both  house  and  wife  in  the  same  parish,  as  after 
you  shall  hear.      But  this  lewd  leuterer  could  not 
lay  his  bones  to  labour  having  got  once  the  taste  of 
this  lewd  lazy  life,  for  all  this  fair  admonition  but 
deceived  other  subtle  sleights  to  maintain  his  idle 
living,  and  so  craftily  clothed  himself  in  mariner's 
apparel,  and  associated  himself  with  another  of  his 
companions,   they   having    both   mariner's  apparel, 
went  abroad  to  ask  charity  of  the  people,  feigning  they 
had  lost  their  ship  with  all  their  goods  by  casualty 
on  the  seas,  wherewith  they  gained  much.      This 
crafty  Crank  fearing  to  be  mistrusted,  fell  to  another 
kind  of  begging  as  bad  or  worse,  and  apparelled 
himself  very  well  with  a  fair  black  frieze  coat,  a  new 
pair  of  white  hose,  a  fine  felt  hat  on  his  head,  a  shirt  • 
of  Flanders  work,  esteemed  to    be  worth  sixteen 
shillings  :  and  upon  new  year's  day  came  again  into 
the  White  Friars  to  beg  :  the  printer  having  occasion 
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to  go  that  ways,  not  thinking  of  this  Crank,  by 
chance  met  with  him  who  asked  his  charity  for 
God's  sake  :  the  printer  viewing  him  well  did  mis- 
trust him,  to  be  the  counterfeit  Crank  which  deceived 
him  upon  All- Hallow-day  at  night,  demanded  of 
whence  he  was  and  what  was  his  name,  forsooth 
saith  he,  my  name  is  Nicolas  Genings,  and  I  came 
from  Leicester  to  seek  work,  and  I  am  a  hat  maker 
by  my  occupation,  and  all  my  money  is  spent,  and  if 
I  could  get  money  to  pay  for  my  lodging  this  night, 
I  would  seek  work  to-morrow  amongst  the  hatters. 
The  printer  perceiving  his  deep  dissimulation  putting 
his  hand  into  his  purse  seeming  to  give  him  some 
money,  and  with  fair  allusions  brought  him  into  the 
street,  where  he  charged  the  constable  with  him, 
affirming  him  to  be  the  counterfeit  Crank  that  ran 
away  upon  A 11- Hallow-day  last.  The  constable  being 
very  loth  to  meddle  with  him,  but  the  printer  know- 
ing him  and  his  deep  deceit,  desired  he  might  be 
brought  before  the  deputy  of  the  ward,  which  straight 
was  accomplished,  which  when  he  came  before  the 
deputy,  he  demanded  of  him  of  whence  he  was  and 
what  was  his  name,  he  answered  as  before  he  did 
unto  the  printer :  the  deputy  asked  the  printer 
.what  he  would  lay  unto  his  charge,  he  answered  and 
alleged  him  to  be  a  vagabond  and  deep  deceiver  of  the 
people,  and  the  counterfeit  Crank  that  ran  away  upon 
All- Hallow-day  last  from  the  constable  of  Newington 
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and  him,  and  requested  him  eamesdy  to  send  him  to 
ward :  the  deputy  thinking  him  to  be  deceived,  but 
nevertheless  laid  his  commandment  upon  him,  so  that 
the  printer  should  bear  his  changes  if  he  could  not 
justify  it  he  agreed  thereunto.  And  so  he  and  the 
constable  went  to  carry  him  to  the  Counter,  and  as 
they  were  going  under  Ludgate,  this  crafty  Crank 
took  his  heels  and  ran  down  the  hill  as  fast  as  he 
could  drive,  the  constable  and  the  printer  after  him 
as  fast  as  they  could,  but  the  printer  of  the  twain 
being  lighter  of  foot,  overtook  him  at  Fleet  bridge, 
and  with  strong  hand  carried  him  to  the  Counter, 
and  safely  delivered  him.  In  the  morrow  the  printer 
sent  his  boy  that  stripped  him  upon  All- Hallow-day  at 
night  to  view  him  because  he  would  be  sure,  which 
boy  knew  him  very  well :  this  Crank  confessed  unto 
the  deputy  that  he  had  hosted  the  night  before  in 
Kent  street  in  Southwark  at  the  sign  of  the  Cock, 
which  thing  to  be  true,  the  printer  sent  to  know 
and  found  him  a  liar,  but  further,  inquiring  at  length 
found  out  his  habitation,  dwelling  in  Master  Hill's 
Rents,  having  a  pretty  house  well  stuffed  with  a  fair 
joint  table,  and  a  fair  cupboard  garnished  with 
pewter,  having  an  old  ancient  woman  to  his  wife. 
The  printer  being  sure  thereof,  repaired  unto  the 
Counter,  and  rebuked  him  for  his  beastly  behaviour, 
and  told  him  of  his  false  feigning,  willed  him  to 
confess  it  and  ask  forgiveness  :    he  perceived  him  to 
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know  his  deep  dissimulation,  relented  and  confessed 

all  his  deceit,  and  so  remaining  in  the  Counter  three 

days,   was    removed   to    Bridewell    where   he   was 

stripped  stark  naked,  and  his  ugly  attire  put  upon 

him  before   the  masters    thereof,    who    wondered 

greatly  at  his  dissimulation  :    for  which  offence  he 

stood  upon  the  pillory  in  Cheapside,  both   in    his 

ugly  and  handsome  attire.      And  after  that  went  in 

the  mill  while  his  ugly  picture  was  a  drawing,  and 

then  was  whipped  at  a  cart's  tail  through   London, 

and  his  displayed  banner  carried  before  him,  unto 

his  own  door,  and  so  back  to  Bridewell  again,  and 

there  remained  for  a  time,  and  at  length  let  at  liberty 

on  that  condition  he  would  prove  an  honest 

man  and  labour  truly  to  get  his  living. 

And  his  picture  remaineth  in 

Bridewell   for  a 

monument 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CAP.  XII. 


DUMMERER. 


rHESE  Dummerers  are  lewd  and  most 
subtle  people,  the  most  part  of  these  are 
Welch  men,  and  will  never  speak,  unless 
they  have  extreme  punishment  but  will 
gape,  and  with  a  marvellous  force  will 
hold  down  their  tongues  doubled,  groaning 
for  your  charity,  and  holding  up  their  hands  full 
piteously,  so  that  with  their  deep  dissimulation  they 
get  very  much.  There  are  of  these  many,  and  but 
one  that  I  understand  of  hath  lost  his  tongue 
indeed :  having  on  a  time  occasion  to  ride  to 
Dartford  to  speak  with  a  priest  there,  who  maketh 
all  kind  of  conserves  very  well,  and  useth  stilling  of 
waters.  And  repairing  to  his  house,  I  found  a 
Dummerer  at  his  door,  and  the  priest  himself 
perusing  his  licence,  under  the  seals  and  hands  of 
certain  worshipful  men,  had  thought  the  same  to  be 
good  and  effectual.  I  taking  the  same  writing  and 
reading  it  over  and  noting  the  seals,  found  one  of 
the   seals  like  unto  a  seal  that  I   had  about  me  : 
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which  seal  I  bought  besides  Charing  Cross,  that  I 
was  out  of  doubt  it  was  none  of  those  gentlemen's 
seals  that  had  subscribed.  And  having  under- 
standing before  of  their  pevish  practices,  made  me 
to  conceive  that  all  was  forged  and  nought  I 
made  the  more  haste  home  for  well  I  wist  that  he 
would  and  must  of  force  pass  through  the  parish 
where  I  dwelt,  for  there  was  no  other  way  for  him. 
And  coming  homeward,  I  found  them  in  the  town 
according  to  my  expectation,  where  they  were 
stayed,  for  there  was  a  Palliard  associate  with  the 
Dummerer  and  partaker  of  his  gains,  which 
Palliard  I  saw  not  at  Dartford.  The  stayers  of 
them  was  a  gentleman  called  Chayne,  and  a  servant 
of  my  Lord  Keepers,  called  Wostestow,  which  was 
the  chief  causer  of  the  staying  of  them,  being  a 
Surgeon  and  cunning  in  his  science,  had  seen  the  like 
practices,  and  as  he  said  had  caused  one  to  speak 
afore  that  was  dumb.  It  was  my  chance  to  come  at 
the  beginning  of  the  matter.  Sir  (quoth  this 
surgeon)  I  am  bold  here  to  utter  some  part  of  my 
cunning,  I  trust  (quoth  he)  you  shall  see  a  miracle 
wrought  anon  :  for  I  once  (quoth  he)  made  a  dumb 
man  to  speak.  Quoth  I  you  are  very  well  met,  and 
somewhat  you  have  prevented  me,  for  I  had  thought 
to  have  done  no  less  or  they  had  passed  this  town, 
for  I  well  know  their  writing  is  feigned,  and  they 
deep  dissemblers.      The  surgeon  made  him  gape, 
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and  we  could  see  but  half  a  tongue.  I  required  the 
surgeon  to  put  his  finger  in  his  mouth,  and  to  pull 
out  his  tongue,  and  so  he  did,  notwithstanding  he 
held  strongly  a  pretty  while :  at  the  length  he 
plucked  out  the  same,  to  the  great  admiration  of 
many  that  stood  by  :  yet  when  we  saw  his  tongue, 
he  would  neither  speak  nor  yet  could  hear.  Quoth 
I  to  the  surgeon,  knit  two  of  his  fingers  together  and 
thrust  a  stick  between  them,  and  rub  the  same  up 
and  down  a  little  while,  and  for  my  life  he  speaketh 
by  and  by.  Sir,  quoth  this  surgeon,  I  pray  let  me 
practise  another  way,  I  was  well  contented  to  see 
the  same.  He  had  him  into  a  house,  and  tied  a 
halter  about  the  wrists  of  his  hands  and  hoisted  him 
up  over  a  beam,  and  there  did  let  him  hang  a  good 
while  at  the  length  for  very  pain  he  required  for 
God's  sake  to  let  him  down.  So  he  that  was  both  deaf 
and  dumb  could  in  short  time  both  hear  and  speak. 
Then  I  took  that  money  I  could  find  in  his  purse, 
and  distributed  the  same  to  the  poor  people 
dwelling  there,  which  was  fifteen  pence  halfpenny, 
being  all  that  we  could  find.  That  done,  and  this 
merry  miracle  madly  made,  I  sent  them  with  my 
servant  to  the  Justice,  where  they  preached 
on  the  pillory  for  want  of  a  pulpit, 
and  were  well  whipped,  and 
none  did  bewail 
them. 
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CAP.  XIII. 


A      DRUNKEN      TINKER. 


HESE  drunken  Tinkers  called  also  prigs, 
be  beastly  people,  and  these  young 
knaves  be  the  worst :  these  never  go 
without  their  doxies  and  if  their  women 
have  anything  about  them,  as  apparel  or 
linen  that  is  worth  the  selling,  they  lay  the 
same  to  gage  or  sell  it  out  right  (for  bene  booze) 
at  their  boozing  ken.  And  full  soon  will  they  be 
weary  of  them,  and  have  a  new.  When  they 
happen  one  work  at  any  good  house,  their  doxies 
longer  aloof,  and  tarry  for  them  in  some  comer, 
and  if  he  tarrieth  long  from  her,  then  she  knoweth 
he  hath  work,  and  walketh  near,  and  sitteth  down 
by  him.  For  besides  money  he  looketh  for  meat 
and  drink  for  doing  his  dame  pleasure.  For  if  she 
have  three  or  four  holes  in  a  pan,  he  will  make  as 
many  more  for  speedy  gain.  And  if  he  see  any  old 
kettle,  chafer  or  pewter  dish  abroad  in  the  yard 
where  he  worketh  he  quickly  snappeth  the  same  up, 
and  into  the  budget  it  goeth  round.  Thus  they  live 
with  deceit 
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I  was  credibly  informed  by  such  as  could  well 

tell,  that  one  of  these  tippling  Tinkers  with  his  dog 

robbed    by  the    highway    four  Palliards    and  two 

Rogues  six  persons  together,  and  took  from  them 

above    four    pound  in  ready  money,  and  hid  him 

after  in  a  thick  wood  a  day  or  two  and  so 

escaped  untaken.     Thus  with  picking 

and  stealing,  mingled   with   a 

little  work  for  a  colour, 

they  pass  their 

time. 
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CAP.  XIV. 


A     SWADDER     OR      PEDLAR. 


iTTv^HESE  Swadders  and   Pedlars  be  not  all 
-^     evil,   but   of   an    indifferent    behaviour. 
These  stand  in  great  awe  of  the  upright 
men,  for  they  have  often  both  wares  and 
money  of  them.       But  forasmuch   as   they 
seek  gain  unlawfully  against  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  noble  realm,  they  are  well  worthy 
to  be  registered  among  the  number  of  vagabonds  : 
and  undoubtedly  I  have  had  some  of  them  brought 
before  me  when  I  was  in  commission  of  the  peace 
as   malefactors   for   bribering   and   stealing.      And 
now  of  late  it  is  a  great  practice  of  the  upright  man, 
when  he  had  gotten  a  booty  to  bestow  the 
same  upon  a  packful  of  wares,  and  so 
goeth  a  time  for  his  pleasure, 
because   he   would 
live   without 
suspicion. 
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CAP.   XV. 


A   JARKE   MAN,    AND   A   PATRICO. 


;ORASMUCH  as  these  two  names  a 
Jarkeman  and  a  Patrico  be  in  the  old 
brief  of  vagjibonds,  and  set  forth  as  two 
kinds  of  evil-doers,  you  shall  understand 
that  a  Jarkeman  hath  his  name  of  a 
Jarke,  which  is  a  seal  in  their  language,  as 
one  should  make  writings  and  set  seals  for  licences 
and  passports.  And  for  truth  there  is  none  that 
goeth  about  the  country  of  them  that  can  either 
write  so  good  and  fair  a  hand,  either  indite  so 
learnedly  as  I  have  seen  and  handled  a  number 
of  them  :  but  have  the  same  made  in  good  towns 
where  they  come,  as  what  cannot  be  had  for 
money,  as  the  proverb  saith.  Omnia  venalia  RonuB, 
and  many  hath  confessed  the  same  to  me.  Now 
also  there  is  a  Patrico,  and  not  a  Patriarcho,  which 
in  their  language  is  a  priest  that  should  make 
maxriages  till  death  did  depart  but  they  have  none 

F 
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such  I  am  well  assured,  for  I   put  you  out  of  doubt 

that  not    one    amongst    a  hundred   of    them   are 

married,  for  they  take  lechery  for  no  sin,  but 

natural  fellowship  and  good  liking  love, 

so  that  I  will  not  blot  my  book 

with  these  two  that 

be  not. 
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CAP.  XVI. 


A     DEMANDER     FOR     GLIMMER. 


HESE  Demanders  for  Glimmer  be  for  the 
most  part  women,  for  Glimmer  in  their 
language  is  fire  :  these  go  with  feigned 
licences  and  counterfeited  writings, 
having  the  hands  and  seals  of  such  gentle- 
men as  dwelleth  near  to  the  place  where 
they  feign  themselves  to  have  been  burnt,  and  their 
goods  consumed  with  fire.  They  will  most  lament- 
ably demand  your  charity  and  will  quickly  shed  salt 
tears,  they  be  so  tender  hearted.  They  will  never 
beg  in  that  shire  where  their  losses  (as  they  say) 
was.  Some  of  these  go  with  slates  at  their  backs, 
which  is  a  sheet  to  lie  in  a  nights.  The  upright 
men  be  very  familiar  with  these  kind  of  women,  and 
one  of  them  helps  another. 

A  Demander  for  Glimmer  came  to  a  good  town 
in  Kent,  to  ask  the  charity  of  the  people,  having  a 
feigned  licence  about  her  that  declared  her  mis- 
fortune by  fire  done  in  Somersetshire,  walking  with 
a  wallet  on   her  shoulders  wherein  she  put   the 
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devotion  of  such  as  had  no  money  to  give  her,  that 
is  to  say,  malt,  wool,  bacon,  bread  and  cheese  :  and 
always  as  the  same  was  full,  so  was  it  ready  money 
to  her  when  she  emptied  the  same,  wheresoever 
she  travelled.  This  harlot  was  (as  they  term  it) 
snow  fair,  and  had  an  upright  man  or  two  always 
attending  on  her  watch  (which  is  on  her  person) 
and  yet  so  circumspect,  that  they  would  never  be 
seen  in  her  company  in  any  good  town,  unless  it 
were  in  small  villages,  where  tippling  houses  were, 
either  traveling  together  by  the  highways,  but  (the 
truth  is  by  report)  she  would  weekly  be  worth  six 
or  seven  shillings  with  her  begging  and  bitchery. 
This  glimmering  mort  repairing  to  an  inn  in  the 
said  town  where  dwelt  a  widow  of  fifty  years  old, 
of  good  wealth,  but  she  had  an  unthrifty  son,  whom 
she  used  as  a  chamberlain  to  attend  guests  when 
they  repaired  to  her  house,  this  amorous  man 
beholding  with  ardent  eyes  this  glimmering  glancer, 
was  presently  piteously  pierced  to  the  heart,  and 
lewdly  longed  to  be  clothed  under  her  livery,  and 
bestowing  a  few  fond  words  with  her,  understood 
straight  that  she  would  be  easily  persuaded  to  liking 
lechery,  and  as  a  man  mazed,  mused  how  to  attain 
to  his  purpose,  for  he  had  no  money.  Yet  con- 
sidering with  himself  that  wares  would  be  welcome 
where  money  wanteth,  he  went  with  a  wanion^  to 

*W ANION, — An  imprecation  signifying  with  a  curse- 
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his  mother  s  chamber  and  there  seeking  about  for 
odd  ends,  at  length  found  a  little  whisde  of  silver 
that  his  mother  did  use  customarily  to  wear  on, 
and  had  forgot  the  same  for  haste  that  morning, 
and  offers  the  same  closely  to  this  mannerly  marian,^ 
that  if  she  would  meet  him  on  the  backside  of  the 
town,  and  courteously  kiss  him  without  constraint, 
she  should  be  mistress  thereof  and  it  were  much 
better :  well  saith  she  you  are  a  wanton,  and 
beholding  the  whistle,  was  farther  in  love  therewith 
than  ravished  with  his  person,  and  agreed  to  meet 
him  presently  and  to  accomplish  his  fond  fancy  :  to 
be  short  and  not  tedious,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  town  he  merely  took  measure  of  her  under  a 
bawdy  bush  (so  she  gave  him  that  she  had  not,  and 
he  received  that  he  could  not)  and  taking  leave  of 
each  other  with  a  courteous  kiss,  she  pleasantly 
passed  forth  on  her  journey,  and  this  untoward 
lecherous  chamberlain  repaired  homeward.  But 
or  these  two  turtles  took  their  leave,  the  good  wife 
had  missed  her  whisde,  and  sent  one  of  her  maidens 
into  her  chamber  for  the  same,  and  being  long 
sought  for,  none  could  be  found,  her  mistress  hearing 
that,  diligent  search  was  made  for  the  same,  and  that 
it  was  taken  away,  began  to  suspect  her  unblessed 
babe,  and  demanded  of  her  maidens  whether  none 
of  them  saw  her  son  in  her  chamber  that  morning, 

^Marian.— A  Strumpet. 
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and  one  of  them  answered  that  she  saw  him  not 
there  but  coming  from  thence,  then  had  she  enough, 
for  well  she  wist  that  he  had  the  same,  and  sent  for 
him,  but  he  could  not  be  found  :  then  she  caused  her 
hostler,  in  whom  she  had  better  affiance  in  for  his 
truth,  and  yet  not  one  amongst  twenty  of  them  but 
have  well  left  their  honesty  (as  I  hear  a  great  sort 
say)  to  come  unto  her,  which  attended  to  know  her 
pleasure,  go  seek  out  saith  she  my  untoward  son, 
and  bid  him  come  speak  with  me.  I  saw  him  go 
out  saith  he,  half  an  Jiour  since  on  the  backside,  I 
had  thought  you  had  sent  him  of  your  errand.  I 
sent  him  not  quoth  she,  go  look  him  out 

This  hollow  hostler  took  his  staff  in  his  neck, 
and  trudged  out  apace  that  way  he  saw  him  before 
go,  and  had  some  understanding  by  one  of  the 
maidens  that  his  mistress  had  her  whistle  stolen  and 
suspected  her  son,  and  he  had  not  gone  far  but  that 
he  espied  him  coming  homeward  alone,  and  meeting 
him,  asked  where  he  had  been  ?  where  have  I  been 
quoth  he,  and  began  to  smile,  now  by  the  mass  thou 
hast  been  at  some  bawdy  banquet :  thou  hast  even 
told  truth  quoth  this  chamberlain  :  surely  quoth  this 
hostler  thou  hadst  the  same  woman  that  begged  at 
our  house  to-day,  for  the  harms  she  had  by  fire, 
where  is  she  quoth  he  ?  she  is  almost  a  mile  by  this 
time  quoth  this  chamberlain,  where  is  my  mistress's 
whistle  quoth  this  hostler,  for  I  am  well  assured  that 
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thou  hadst  it,  and  I  fearj^me  thou  hast  given  it  to 
that  harlot.  Why,  is  it  missed,  quoth  this  cham- 
berlain ?  yea,  quoth  this  hostler,  and  showed  him 
all  the  whole  circumstance  what  was  both  said  and 
thought  on  him  for  the  thing.  Well  I  will  tell  thee 
quoth  this  chamberlain,  I  will  be  plain  with  thee,  I 
had  indeed  and  have  given  the  same  to  this  woman, 
and  I  pray  thee  make  the  best  of  it,  and  help  now 
to  excuse  the  matter,  and  yet  surely  and  thou 
wouldst  take  so  much  pain  for  me  as  to  overtake 
her,  for  she  goeth  but  softly  and  is  not  yet  far  off 
and  take  the  same  from  her,  and  I  am  ever  thine 
assured  friend.  Why  then  go  with  me  quoth  this 
hosder,  nay  in  faith  quoth  this  chamberlain  what  is 
freer  than  gift,  and  I  had  pretty  pastime  for  the 
same  :  hadst  thou  so  quoth  this  hostler  ?  now  by 
the  mass  and  I  will  have  some  too,  or  I  will  lie  in 
the  dust  or  I  come  again.  Passing  with  haste  to 
overtake  this  paramour  within  a  mile  from  the 
place  where  he  departed  he  overtook  her  having  an 
upright  man  in  her  company,  a  strong  and  a  sturdy 
vagabond,  somewhat  amazed  was  this  hostler  to  see 
one  familiarly  in  her  company,  for  he  had  well 
hoped  to  have  had  some  delicate  dalliance  as  his 
fellow  had,  but  seeing  the  matter  so  fall  out,  and 
being  of  good  courage,  and  thinking  to  himself  that 
one  true  man  was  better  than  two  false  knaves,  and 
being  on  the  highway,  thought  upon  help  if  need  had 
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been,  by  such  as  had  passed  to  and  fro  :  demanded 
fiercely  the  whistle  that  she  had  even  now  of  his 
fellow  :  why.  husband  quoth  she,  can  you  suffer  this 
wretch  to  slander  your  wife  ?  avaunt  varlet  quoth 
this  upright  man  and  lets  drive  with  all  his  force  at 
this  hostler,  and  after  a  dozen  blows  he  strikes  his 
staff  out  of  his  hand,  and  as  this  hostler  stepped 
back  to  have  taken  up  his  staff  again,  this  glim- 
mering mort  flings  a  great  stone  at  him  and  struck 
him  on  the  head,  that  down  he  falls  with  the  blood 
about  his  ears,  and  while  he  lay  thus  amazed,  the 
upright  man  snatches  away  his  purse,  wherein  he  had 
money  of  his  mistress's,  as  well  as  of  his  own,  and 
there  let  him  lie  and  went  away  with  speed,  that 
they  were  never  heard  of  more.  When  this  dry 
beaten  hostler  was  come  to  himself,  he  faintly 
wandereth  home,  and  creepeth  into  his  couch  and 
rests  his  idle  head :  his  mistress  heard  that  he 
was  come  in,  and  laid  him  down  on  his  bed, 
repaired  straight  unto  him,  and  asked  him  what  he 
ailed,  and  what  the  cause  was  of  his  so  sudden 
lying  on  his  bed  ?  what  is  the  ^  cause  quoth  this 
hostler,  your  whistle,  your  whistle,  speaking  the 
same  piteously  three  or  four  times :  why  fool  quoth 
his  mistress,  take  no  care  for  that,  for  I  do  not 
greatly  weigh  it,  it  was  worth  but  three  shillings  four 
pence.  I  would  it  had  been  burnt  for  four  years 
agone.     I  pray  thee  why  so  quoth  his  mistress  ?    I 
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think  thou  art  mad.  Nay  not  yet  quoth  this 
hostler,  but  I  have  been  madly  handled  :  why,  what 
is  the  matter  quoth  his  mistress,  and  was  more 
desirous  to  know  the  case  :  and  you  will  forgive  my 
fellow  and  me.  I  will  show  you,  or  else  I  will  never 
do  it :  she  made  him  presently  faithful  promise  that 
she  would,  then  saith  he  send  for  your  son  home 
again,  which  is  ashamed  to  look  you  in  the  face.  I 
agree  thereto  saith  she,  well  then  quoth  this  hostler, 
your  son  hath  given  the  same  Mort  that  begged  here 
for  the  burning  of  her  house,  a  whistle,  and  you 
have  given  her  five  shillings  in  money,  and  I  have 
given  her  ten  shillings  of  mine  own  :  why  so  quoth 
she,  then  he  sadly  showed  her  of  his  mishap,  with 
all  the  circumstance  that  you  have  heard  before, 
and  how  his  purse  was  taken  away,  and  fifteen 
shillings  in  the  same,  whereof  five  shillings  was  her 
money,  and  ten  shillings  his  own  money.  Is  this 
true  quoth  his  mistress  ?  I  by  my  troth  quoth  this 
hostler  and  nothing  grieves  me  so  much,  neither 
my  beating,  neither  the  loss  of  my  money,  as  doth 
my  evil  and  wretched  luck.  Why,  what  is  the 
matter  quoth  his  mistress  ?  your  son  saith  this 
hostler  had  some  cheer  and  pastime  for  that  whistle 
for  he  lay  with  her,  and  I  have  been  well  beaten  and 
have  had  my  purse  taken  from  me,  and  you  know 
your  son  is  merry  and  pleasant  and  can  keep  no 
great  counsel,   and   then    I   shall   be   mocked  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


82  A  Caveat  for  Cursetors. 

laughed  to  scorn  in  all  places,  when  they  shall  hear 

how  I  have  been  served.       Now  out  upon 

you  knaves  both,,  quoth  his  mistress, 

and  laughs  out  the  matter,  for 

she  well  saw  it  would 

not   otherwise 

prevail. 
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CAP.  XVII. 


A     BAWDY     BASKET. 


^HESE  Bawdy  Baskets  be  also  women,  and 
go  with  baskets  and  cap-cases  on  their 
arms,  wherein  they  have  laces,  pins, 
needles,  white  inkle,^  and  round  ^  silk 
girdles  of  all  colours.  These  will  buy  coney 
skins,^  and  steal  linen  clothes  off  on  hedges. 
And  for  their  trifles  they  will  procure  of  maiden 
servants,  when  their  mistress  or  dame  is  out  of  the 
way,  either  some  good  piece  of  beef,  bacon  or 
cheese,  that  shall  be  worth  twelve  pence  for  two 
pence  of  their  toys.  And  as  they  walk  by  the  way, 
they  often  gain  some  money  with  their  instrument, 
by  such  as  they  suddenly  meet  withal.  The  upright 
men  have  good  acquaintance  with  these,  and  will 
help  and  relieve  them  when  they  want  Thus  they 
trade  their  lives  in  lewd  loathsome  lechery. 
Amongst  them  all  is  but  one  honest  woman,  and 
she  is  of  good  years  :  her  name  is  Joan  Messenger. 


*  Inkle. —Inferior  tape. 
'Coney  Skins. —Rabbit  skins. 
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I  have  had  good  proof  of  her,  as  I  have  learned  by 
the  true  report  of  divers. 

There  came  to  my  gate  the  last  summer  Anno 
Domini  1566,  a  very  miserable  man  and  much 
deformed  as  burnt  in  the  face,  blear-eyed,  and  lame 
of  one  of  his  legs  that  he  went  with  a  crutch.  I 
asked  him  where  he  was  born  and  where  he  dwelt 
last,  and  showed  him  that  thither  he  must  repair 
and  be  relieved,  and  not  to  range  about  the  country, 
and  seeing  some  cause  of  charity,  I  caused  him  to 
have  meat  and  drink,  and  when  he  had  drunk,  I 
demanded  of  him  whether  he  was  never  spoiled  of 
the  upright  man  or  rogue,  yes  that  I  have  quoth  he, 
but  yet  these  seven  years,  for  so  long  have  I  gone 
abroad  I  had  not  so  much  taken  from  me  nor  so 
evil  handled  as  I  was  within  these  four  days,  why, 
how  so  quoth  I  ?  in  good  faith  sir  quoth  he,  I 
chanced  to  meet  with  one  of  these  Bawdy  Baskets 
which  had  an  Upright  man  in  her  company  :  and  as 
I  would  have  passed  quietly  by  her,  man  saith  she 
unto  her  mate,  do  you  not  see  this  ill-favoured  wind- 
shaken  knave  :  yes  quoth  the  upright  man,  what  say 
you  to  him,  this  knave  oweth  me  two  shillings,  for 
wares  he  had  of  me  half  a  year  ago,  I  think  it  well 
said  this  upright  man  :  sirrah  said  he,  pay  your 
debts,  said  this  poor  man  I  owe  her  none,  neither 
did  I  ever  bargain  with  her  for  anything,  and  as  I 
am  advised  I  never  saw  her  before  in  all  my  life, 
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mercy  God,  quoth  she  what  a  lying  knave  is  this, 

and  he  will  not  pay  your  husband  beat  him  surely, 

and  the  upright  man  gave  me  three  or  four  blows 

on  my  back  and  shoulders  and  would^  have  beat  me 

worse  and  I  had  not  given  him  all  the  money  in 

my  purse,  and  in  good  faith  for  very  fear  I  was  fain 

to  give  him  fourteen  pence  which  was  all  the  money 

that  I  had  :    why  said  this  bawdy  basket  hast  thou 

no  more,  then  thou  owest  me  ten  pence  still,  and  be 

well  assured  that  I  will  be  paid  the  next  time  I 

meet  with  thee.     And  so  they  let  me  pass  by  them. 

I  pray  God  save  and  bless  me  and  all  others  in  my 

case  from  such  wicked  persons  quoth  this  poor  man, 

why  whither  went  they,  then  quoth    I,  into    East 

Kent,    for    I     met    with    them    on    this    side    of 

Rochester.       I  have  divers  times   been  attempted 

but  I  never  lost  much  before.       I  thank  God 

there  came  still  company  by,  before  this 

unhappy  time.    Well  quoth  I,  thank 

God  of  all,  and  repair  home 

into   thy   native 

country. 
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CAP.  XVIII. 


AUTEM      MORT. 


fHESE  Autem  Morts  be  married  women, 
as  there  be  but  a  few:  For  Autem  in 
their  language  is  a  Church,  so  she  is  a 
wife  married  at  the  church,  and  they  be 
as  chaste  as  a  cow  :  I  have  that  goeth  to  bull 
every  moon,  with  what  bull  she  careth  not 
These  walk  most  times  from  their  husband's  com- 
pany a  month  and  more  together,  being  associate 
with  another  as  honest  as  herself  These  will  pilfer 
clothes  off  hedges,  some  of  them  go  with  children  of 
ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  if  time  and  place  serve 
for  their  purpose  they  will  send  them  into  some 
house  at  the  window  to  steal  and  rob,  which  they 
call  in  their  language.  Milling  of  the  Ken,  and  will  go 
with  wallets  on  their  shoulders  and  slates  at  their 
backs,  there  is  one  of  these  Autem  Morts,  she'is 
now  a  widow  of  fifty  years  old,  her  name  is  Alice 
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Milson,  she  goeth  about  with  a  couple  of  great  boys, 

the    youngest    of  them  is    fast  upon  twenty 

years  of  age,  and  these  two   do  lie  with 

her    every    night,   and    she    lieth   in 

the  middle,  she  saith  that  they  be 

her  children,  that  beteled  [?]  be 

the  babes  bom  of  such 

abominable 

belly. 
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CAP.  XIX. 


A     WALKING     MORT. 


HESE  Walking  Morts  be  not  married, 
these  for  their  unhappy  years  doth  go  as 
a  Autem  Mort,  and  will  say  their  hus- 
bands died  either  at  Newhaven,  Ireland, 
or  in  some  service  of  the  Prince.  These 
make  laces  upon  staves  and  purses  that  they 
carry  in  their  hands  and  white  valance  for  beds. 
Many  of  these  hath  had,  and  have  children  :  when 
these  get  ought,  either  with  begging,  bitchery,  or 
bribery  as  money  or  apparel,  they  are  quickly- 
shaken  out  of  all  by  the  upright  men,  and  they  are 
in  a  marvellous  fear  to  carry  anything  about  them 
that  is  of  any  value.  Wherefore,  this  policy  they 
use,  they  leave  their  money  now  with  one  and  then 
with  another  trusty  householder,  either  with  the 
good  man  or  good  wife,  some  time  in  one  shire,  and 
then  in  another  as  they  travel :  this  have  I  known 
it  four  or  five  shillings,  yea  ten  shillings  left  in  a 
place,  and  the  same  will  they  come  for  again  within 
one  quarter  of  a  year  or  some  time  not  in  half  a 
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year,  and  all  this  is  to  little  purpose,  for  all  their 
peevish  policy :  for  when  they  buy  them  linen  or 
garments,  it  is  taken  away  from  them  and  worse 
given  them,  or  none  at  all. 

The  last  summer  Anno  Domini  1566,  being  in 
familiar  talk  with  a  Walking  Mort,  that  came  to  my 
gate,  I  learned  by  her  what  I  could,  and  I  thought  I 
had  gathered  as  much  for  my  purpose  as  I  desired, 
I  began  to  rebuke  her  for  her  lewd  life  and  beastly 
behaviour,  declaring  to  her  what  punishment  was 
prepared  and  heaped  up  for  her  in  the  world  to 
come  for  her  filthy  living  and  wretched  conversation, 
God  help  quoth  she  how  should  I  live,  none  will 
take  me  into  service,  but  I  labour  in  harvest  time 
honestly.  I  think  but  a  while  with  honesty  quoth 
I.  Shall  I  tell  you  quoth  she,  the  best  of  us  may 
be  amended,  but  yet  I  thank  God,  I  did  one  good 
deed  within  this  twelve  months,  wherein  quoth  I. 
Saith  she  I  would  not  have  it  spoken  of  again  :  if 
it  be  meet  and  necessary,  quoth  I,  it  shall  lie  under 
my  feet :  what  mean  you  by  that  quoth  she.  I 
mean  quoth  I,  to  hide  the  same  and  never  to 
discover  it  to  any.  Well  quoth  she  and  began  to 
laugh  as  much  as  she  could  and  swear  by  the  mass 
that  if  I  disclosed  the  same  to  any  she  would  never 
tell  me  any  thing.  The  last  summer  quoth  she  I 
was  great  with  child  and  I  travelled  into  East  Kent 
by  the   sea  coast,  for  I   lusted  marvellously  after 
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oysters  and  mussels  and  gathered  many,  and  in  the 
place  where  I  found  them,  I  opened  them  and  eat 
them  still,  at  the  last  in  seeking  more,  I  reached 
after  one  and  stepped  into  a  hole  and  fell  in,  into  the 
waste  and  there  did  stick,  and  I  had  been  drowned 
if  the  tide  had  come,  and  espying  a  man  a  good  way 
off,  I  cried  as  much  as  I  could  for  help.  I  was  alone 
he  heard  me  and  repaired  as  fast  to  me  as  he  might, 
and  finding  me  there  fast  sticking,  I  required  for 
God's  sake  his  help,  and  whether  it  was  with 
striving  and  forcing  myself,  or  for  joy  I  had  of  his 
coming  to  me,  I  had  a  great  colour  in  my  face 
and  looked  red  and  well  coloured.  And  to  be  plain 
with  you,  he  liked  me  so  well  (as  he  said)  that  I 
should  there  lie  still,  and  I  would  not  grant  him 
that  he  might  lie  with  me.  And  by  my  troth  I  wist 
not  what  to  answer,  I  was  in  such  a  perplexity,  for  I 
knew  the  man  well,  he  had  a  very  honest  woman 
to  his  wife  and  was  of  some  wealth  ;  and  on  the 
other  side,  if  I  were  not  helped  out,  I  should  there 
have  perished,  and  I  granted  him  that  I  would  obey 
to  his  will,  then  he  plucked  me  out.  And  because 
there  was  no  convenient  place  near  hand,  I  required 
him  that  I  might  go  wash  myself  and  make  me 
somewhat  cleanly,  and  I  would  come  to  his  house 
and  lodge  all  night  in  his  barn,  whither  he  might 
repair  to  me  and  accomplish  his  desire,  but  let  it 
not  be  quoth  he  before  nine  of  the  clock  at  night, 
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for  then  there  will  be  small  stirring.  And  I  may 
repair  to  the  town  quoth  I  to  warm  and  dry  myself, 
for  this  was  about  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon, 
do  so  quoth  ht,  for  1  must  be  busy  to  look  out  my 
cattle  here  by  before  I  can  come  home.  So  I  weht 
away  from  him  and  glad  was  1,  and  why  so  quoth  I, 
because  quodi  she  his  wife  my  good  dame  is  my 
voy  friend,  atnd  I  am  much  beholden  to  her.  And 
she  had  done  me  so  much  good  or  this,  that  1  were 
loth  now  to  harm  her  any  way.  Why  so  quoth  1  ? 
what  and  it  had  been  any  other  man  and  not  your 
good  dame's  husband.  The  matter  had  been  the 
less  quoth  she.  Tell  me  I  pray  thee  quoth  I,  who 
was  the  father  of  the  child,  she  studied  a  while  and 
said  that  it  had  a  father,  but  what  was  he  quoth  I  ? 
Now  by  my  troth  1  know  not  quoth  she,  you  bring 
me  out  of  my  matter,  so  you  do,  well  say  on  quoth  I, 
then  I  departed  straight  to  the  town  and  came  to  my 
dame's  house.  And  showed  her  of  my  misfortune, 
and  also  of  her  husband's  usage  in  all  points  and 
that  I  showed  her  the  same  for  goodwill  and  bid  her 
take  better  heed  to  her  husband  and  to  herself,  so 
she  gave  me  great  thanks  and  made  me  good  cheer, 
and  bid  me  in  any  case  that  I  should  be  ready  at  the 
bam  at  that  time  and  hour  we  had  appointed,  for  I 
know  wefU  quoth  this  good  wife  my  husband  will  not 
break  with  thee.  And  one  thing  I  warn  thee  that 
thou  give  me   a  watchword  aloud  when  he  goeth 
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about  to  have  his  pleasure  of  thee,  and  that  shall 
be  fie  for  shame  fie,  and  I  will  be  hard  by  you,  with 
help.  But  I  charge  thee  keep  this  secret  till  all  be 
finished,  and  hold  saith  this  good  wife  here  is  one  of 
my  petticoats  I  give  thee.  I  thank  you  good  dame 
quoth  I,  and  I  warrant  you  I  will  be  true  and  trusty 
unto  you.  So  my  dame  left  me  sitting  by  a  good 
fire  with  meat  and  drink,  and  with  the  oysters  I 
brought  with  me,  I  had  great  cheer,  she  went 
straight  and  repaired  unto  her  gossips  dwelling 
thereby,  and  as  I  did  after  understand,  she  made 
her  mind  to  them,  what  a  naughty  lewd  lecherous 
husband  she  had,  and  how  that  she  could  not  have 
his  company  for  harlots,  and  that  she  was  in  fear  to 
take  some  filthy  disease  of  him,  he  was  so  common 
a  man,  having  little  respect  whom  he  had  to  do 
withal,  and  quoth  she  now  here  is  one  at  my  house 
a  poor  woman  that  goeth  about  the  country 
that  he  would  have  had  to  do  withal,  wherefore 
good  neighbours  and  loving  gossips  as  you  love 
me  and  as  you  would  have  help  at  my  hand 
another  time,  devise  some  remedy  to  make  my 
husband  a  good  man,  that  I  may  live  in  some  surety 
without  disease,  and  that  he  may  save  his  soul  that 
God  so  dearly  bought.  After  she  had  told  her  tale 
they  cast  their  piercing  eyes  all  upon  her,  but  one 
stout  dame  amongst  the  rest  had  these  words  :  As 
your  patient  bearing  of  troubles,  your  honest  beha- 
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viour  among  us  your  neighbours,  your  tender  and 
pitiful  heart  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  doth  move  us 
to  lament  your  case,  so  the  unsatiable  carnality  of 
your  faithless  husband  doth  instigate  and  stir  us  to 
devise  and  invent  some  speedy  redress  for  your  case 
and  the  amendment  of  his  life.  Wherefore  this  is 
my  counsel  and  you  will  be  advertised  by  me,  I  say 
to  you  all,  unless  it  be  this  good  wife,  who  is  chiefly 
touched  in  this  matter  I  have  the  next  cause,  for  he 
was  in  hand  with  me  not  long  ago,  and  company 
had  not  been  present  which  was  by  a  marvellous 
chance,  he  had  (I  think)  forced  me.  For  often  he 
had  been  tempting  with  me,  and  yet  have  I  sharply 
said  him  nay,  therefore  let  us  assemble  secretly  into 
the  place  where  he  hath  appointed  to  meet  this 
Gillot^  that  is  at  your  house  and  lurk  privily  in  some 
corner  till  he  begin  to  go  about  his  business.  And 
then  methought  I  heard  you  say  even  now,  that  you 
had  a  watchword,  at  which  word  we  will  all  step 
forth  being  five  of  us  besides  you,  for  you  shall  be 
none  because  it  is  your  husband,  but  get  you  to  bed 
at  your  accustomed  hour,  and  we  will  carry  each  of 
us  a  good  birchen  rod  in  our  laps,  and  we  will  all 
be  muffled  for  knowing,  and  see  that  you  go  home 
and  acquaint  that  Walking  Mort  with  the  matter 
for  we  must  have  her  help  to  hold,  for  always  four 
must  hold  and  two  lay  on.      Alas  saith  this  good 

^GiLLOT.— Prostitute. 
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wife,  he  is  too  strong  for  you  all,  I  would  be  loth 
for  my  sake  you  should  receive  harm  at  his  hand : 
fear  you  not  quoth  these  stout  women,  let  her  not 
give  the  watchword  until  his  hosen  be  about  his  legs, 
and  I  trow  we  all  will  be  with  him  to  bring  before 
he  shall  have  leisure  to  pluck  them  up  again  :  they 
with  one  voice  agreed  to  the  matter  that  the  way  she 
had  devised  was  the  best :  so  thjs  good  wife  repaired 
home  :  but  before  she  departed  from  her  gossips  she 
showed  them  at  what  hour  they  should  privily  come 
in  on  the  backside  and  there  to  tarry  their  good  hour, 
so  by  the  time  she  came  in,  it  was  almost  night  and 
found  the  walking  mort  still  sitting  by  the  fire  and  * 
declared  to  her  all  this  new  devise  above  said,  which 
promised  faithfully  to  fulfil  to  her  small  power  as 
much  as  they  had  devised,  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after,  in  cometh  the  good  man  who  said  that  he  was 
about  his  cattle,  why  what  have  we  here  wife  sitting 
by  the  fire,  and  if  she  have  eat  and  drank  send  her 
into  the  barn  to  her  lodging  for  this  night,  for  she 
troubleth  the  house  :  even  as  you  will  husband,  saith 
his  wife,  you  know  she  cometh  once  in  two  years 
into  these  quarters.  Away  saith  this  good  wife  to 
your  lodging :  yes  good  dame  saith  she  as  fast  as  I 
can,  thus  by  looking  one  on  the  other  each  knew 
other's  mind,  and  so  departed  to  her  comely  couch, 
the  good  man  of  the  house  shrugged  him  for  joy, 
thinking  to  himself  I  will  make  some  pastime  with 
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you  anon.  And  calling  to  his  w  iic  iui  Hib  :>u^.^er 
set  him  down  and  was  very  pleasant  and  drank  to 
his  wife  and  fell  to  his  mammerings^  and  munched 
apace,  nothing  understanding  of  the  banquet  that 
was  a  preparing  for  him  after  supper,  and  according 
to  the  proverb  (that  sweet  meat  will  have  sour 
sauce,)  thus  when  he  was  well  refreshed,  his  spirits 
being  revived  entered  into  familiar  talk  with  his 
wife,  of  many  matters  how  well  he  had  spent  that 
day  to  both  their  profits,  saying  some  of  his  cattle 
were  like  to  have  been  drowned  in  the  ditches, 
driving  others  of  his  neighbour's  cattle  out  that  were 
in  his  pastures,  and  mending  his  fences  that  were 
broken  down.  Thus  profitably  he  had  consumed 
the  day,  nothing  talking  of  his  helping  out  of  the 
walking  mort  out  of  the  mire,  neither  of  his  request 
nor  yet  of  his  promise.  Thus  feeding  her  with 
friendly  fantasies  consumed  two  hours  and  more. 
Theri  feigning  how  he  would  see  in  what  case  his 
horse  were  in  aiid  how  they  were  dressed,  repaired 
covertly  into  *  the  bam  whereas  his  friendly  foes 
lurked  privily  unless  it  were  this  mannerly  mort, 
that  comely  couched  on  a  bottle  of  straw.  What 
are  you  come  quoth  she,  by  the  mass  I  would  not 
for  a  hundred  pound  that  my  dame  should  know 
that  you  were  here  either  any  else  of  your  house.    No 

*Mammerino. — To  hesitate,  mutter,  or  murmur. 

** 1  wonder  in  my  soul,  what  you  should  ask  me,  that  I  should  deny, 

or  stand  so  mammering  on.  Othello^  iii,  3 
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1  warrant  thee  saith  this  good  man,  they  be  all  safe 
and  fast  enough  at  their  work,  and  I  will  be  at  mine 
anon.  And  lay  down  by  her  and  straight  would 
have  had  to  do  with  her,  nay  fie  saith  she,  I  like  not 
this  order,  if  ye  lie  with  me  you  shall  surely  untruss 
you  and  put  down  your  hosen  for  that  way  is  most 
easiest  and  best,  sayest  thou  so  quoth  he,  now  my 
troth  agreed  :  and  when  he  had  untrussed  himself 
and  put  down,  he  began  to  assault  the  unsatiable 
fort,  why  quoth  she  that  was  without  shame,  saving 
for  her  promise,  and  are  you  not  ashamed  ?  never  a 
whit  saith  he,  lie  down  quickly,  nor  fie  for  shame, 
fie  saith  she  aloud  (which  was  the  watch  word)  at 
the  which  word  these  fine  furious  sturdy  muffled 
gossip  flings  out  and  takes  sure  hold  of  this 
betrayed  person,  some  plucking  his  hosen  down 
lower,  and  binding  the  same  fast  about  his  feet,  then 
binding  his  hands  and  knitting  a  handkercher  about 
his  eyes,  that  he  should  not  see,  and  when  they  had 
made  him  sure  and  fast,  then  they  laid  him  on  until 
they  were  windless :  be  good  saith  this  Mort  unto 
my  master  for  the  passion  of  God,  and  laid  on  as 
fast  as  the  rest,  and  still  ceased  not  to  cry  upon 
them  to  be  merciful  unto  him,  and  yet  laid  on  a 
pace,  and  when  they  had  well  beaten  him  that  the 
blood  burst  plentifully  out  in  some  places  they  let 
him  lie  still  bound,  with  this  exhortation,  that  he  ' 
should  from   that  time   forth   know  his  wife  from 
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other  men's,   and  that  this  punishment   was  but  a 

fleabiting  in  respect  of  that  which  should  follow,  if 

he  amended  not  his  manners.      Thus  leaving  him 

blustering,     blowing    and    foaming    for     pain    and 

melancholy,  that   he  neither    might    or    could    be 

revenged  of   them  :    they  vanished  away  and  had 

this  Mort  with  them,  and  safely  conveyed  her  out  of 

the  town :    soon  after  cometh  into  the  barn  one  of 

the  good  man's   boys  to  fetch   some   hay   for   his 

horse.     And  finding  his  master  lying  fast  bound  and 

grievously  beaten  with  rods,  was  suddenly  abashed 

and  would  have  run   out  again  to  have  called  for 

help,  but  his  master  bid  him  come  unto  him  and 

unbind  him,  and  make  no  words  quoth  he  of  this.     I 

will  be  revenged  well  enough,  yet  notwithstanding 

after  better  advice,  the  matter  being  unhonest,  he 

thought  it  meeter  to  let  the  same  pass,  and  not  as 

the    proverb  saith    (to    awake  the   sleeping   dog.) 

And  by  my  troth  quoth  this  walking  mort,  I  come 

now  from  that  place  and  was  never  there  since  this 

part  was  played,  which  is  somewhat  more  than  a 

year.      And   I  hear  a  very  good  report  of  him  now, 

that  he  loveth  his  wife  well  and  useth  himself 

very  honestly  :  and  was  not  this  a  good  act 

now  how  say  you  ?     It  was  prettily 

handled    quoth    I,    and    is   here 

all  ?    yea  quoth  she  here 

is  the  end. 
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DOXY. 


fHESE  Doxies  be  broken  and  spoiled  of 
their  maidenhead  by  the  Upright  Men, 
and  then  they  have  their  name  of 
Doxies  and  not  afore.  And  after- 
ward she  is  common  and  indifferent 
for  any  that  will  use  her,  as  homo  is  a 
common  name  to  all  men.  Such  as  be  fair  and 
somewhat  handsome,  keep  company  with  the 
Walking  Morts,  and  are  ready  always  for  the 
upright  men,  and  are  chiefly  maintained  by  them, 
for  others  shall  be  spoiled  for  their  sakes,  the 
other  inferior  sort  will  resort  to  noble  mens 
places,  and  gentlemen's  houses  standing  at  the 
gate,  either  lurking  at  the  backside  about  back 
houses  either  in  hedge  rows  or  some  other 
thicket,  expecting  their  prey,  which  is  for  the 
uncomely  company  of  some  courteous  guest  of 
whom  they  be  refreshed  with  meat  and  some  money, 
where  exchange  is  made  ware  for  ware  :  this  bread 
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and  meat  they  use  to  carry  in  their  great  hosen,  so 
that  these  beastly  bribing  breeches,  serve  many 
times  for  bawdy  purposes.  I  chanced  not  long 
since  familiarly  to  commune  with  a  Doxy  that  came 
to  my  gate,  and  surely  a  pleasant  harlot,  and  not  so 
pleasant  as  witty,  and  not  so  witty  as  void  of  all 
grace  and  goodness.  I  found  by  her  talk  that  she 
had  passed  her  time  lewdly  eighteen  years*  in 
walking  about  I  thought  this  a  necessary  instru- 
ment to  attain  some  knowledge  by,  and  before  I 
would  grope  her  mind,  I  made  her  both  to  eat 
and  drink  well,  that  done  I  made  her  faithful 
promise  to  give  her  some  money  if  she  would  open 
and  discover  to  me  such  questions  as  I  would 
demand  of  her  and  never  to  bewray  her,  neither  to 
disclose  her  name.  And  you  should  saith  she  I  were 
undone :  fear  not  that  quoth  I,  but  I  pray  thee 
quoth  I,  say  nothing  but  truth.  I  will  not  saith  she, 
then  first  tell  me  quoth  I,  how  many  upright  men 
and  rogues  dost  thou  know  or  hast  thou  known  and 
been  conversant  with,  and  what  their  names  be  ?  she 
paused  awhile  and  said,  why  do  you  ask  me,  or 
wherefore  ?  For  nothing  else  as  I  said,  but  that  I 
would  know  them  when  they  come  to  my  gate.  Now 
by  my  troth  (quoth  she)  then  are  ye  never  the  nearer, 
for  all  mine  acquaintance  for  the  most  part  are  dead. 
Dead  quoth  I  ?  how  died  they,  for  want  of  cherish- 
ing or  of  painful  diseases  ?     Then  she  sighed  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


100  A  Caveat  for  Cursetors. 

said,  they  were  hanged.     What  all  quoth  I,  and  so 

many  walk  abroad  as  I   daily  see  ?     By  my  troth 

quoth  she   I  know  not  past  six  or  seven  by  their 

names,  and  named  the  same  to  me.     When  were 

they  hanged  quoth   I  ?     Some  seven  years  agone, 

some   three  years,  and  some  within  this  fortnight, 

and  declared  the  place  where  they  were  executed, 

which  I  knew  well  to  be  true,  by  report  of  others. 

Why  (quoth   I)  did  not  this  sorrowful  and  fearful 

sight  much  grieve  thee,  and  for  thy  time  long  and 

evil  spent      I  was  sorry  quoth  she,  by  the  mass,  for 

some  of  them  were  good  loving  men,  for  I  lacked 

not  when  they  had  it,  and  they  wanted  not  when  I 

had  it,  and  divers  of  them  I  never  did  forsake,  until 

the  gallows  departed  us.     O  merciful  God  quoth  I 

and  began  to  bless  me.     Why  bless  ye  quoth  she  ? 

Alas  good  gentleman,  every  one  must  have  a  living. 

Other  matters  I  talked  of,  but  this  now  may  suffice 

to  show  the  reader  as  it  were  in  a  glass  the  bold 

beastly  life  of  these  doxies.     For  such  as  hath  gone 

any  time  abroad,  will  never  forsake  their  trade, 

to  die  therefore.      I  have  had  good  proof 

thereof.    There  is  one  notorious  harlot 

of  this  affinity  called  Besse  Bot- 

tomely,  she  hath  but  one  hand, 

and  she  hath  murdered 

two  children  at  the 

least. 
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A     DELL. 


DELL  is  a  young  wench,  able  for  genera- 
tion, and  not  yet  known  or  broken  by  the 
upright  man.     These  go  abroad  young, 
either  by  the  death  of  their  parents,  and 
nobody  to  look  unto  them  or  else  by  some 
sharp  mistress  that  they  serve  do  run  away 
out  of  service,  either  she  is  naturally  born  one,  and 
then  she  is  a  wild   Dell :    these  are  broken   very 
young,  when  they  have  been  lying  withal  with  the 
upright  man,   then  they  be   Doxies,  and   no   Dell. 
These  wild  Dells  being  traded  up  with  their  mon- 
strous  mothers,    must   of   necessity   be  as   evil  or 
worse   than  their   parents,  for  neither  we     gather 
grapes  from  green  briars,  neither  figs  from  thistles. 
But   such    buds,    such   blossoms, 
such   evil    seeds   sown, 
well    worse    being 
g^own. 
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A     KINCHIN     MORT. 


KINCHIN  Mort  is  a  little  girl,  the 
Morts  their  mothers  carries  them  at  their 
backs  in  the  slates,  which  is  their  sheets, 
and  brings  them  up  savagely,  till  they 
grow  to  be  ripe,  and  soon  ripe,  soon 
rotten. 


CAP.   XXIII. 


A     KINCHIN     C0[ve]. 


KINCHIN  Cove,  is  a  young  boy  traded 

up   to   such   peevish   purposes,    as   you 

have  heard  of  other  young  imps  before, 

))      that  when  he  groweth  unto  years,  he  is 

better  to  hang  than  to  draw  forth. 
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THEIR      USAGE     IN     THE     NIGHT. 


jOW,  I  think  it  not  unnecessary  to  make 
the  reader  understand  how  and  in  what 
manner  they  lodge  a  nights  in  barns  or 
back-houses,  and  of  their  usage  there, 
forasmuch  as  I  have  acquainted  them 
with  their  order  and  practices  a  day  times. 
The  Arch  and  chief  walkers  that  hath  walked  a 
long  time,  whose  experience  is  great,  because  of 
their  continuing  practice,  I  mean  all  Morts  and 
Doxies,  for  their  handsomeness  and  diligence,  for 
making  of  their  couches.  The  men  never  trouble 
themselves  with  that  thing,  but  takes  the  same  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  wife.  And  she  shuffles  up  a 
quantity  of  straw  or  hay,  into  some  pretty  corner  of 
the  barn  where  she  may  conveniently  lie,  and  well 
shaketh  the  same,  making  the  head  somewhat  high, 
and  drives  the  same  upon  the  sides  and  set  like  a 
bed :  then  she  layeth  her  wallet  or  other  little  pack 
of  rags  or  scrip  under  her  head  in  the  straw,  to  bear 
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up  the  same,  and  layeth  her  petticoat  or  cloak  upon 
and  over  the  straw,  so  made  like  a  bed  and  that 
serveth  for  the  blanket :  then  she  layeth  her  slate 
which  is  her  sheet  upon  that,  and  she  have  no 
sheet,  as  few  of  them  go  without,  then  she  spreadeth 
some  large  clouts  or  rags  over  the  same,  and 
maketh  her  ready  and  layeth  her  drowsily  down. 
Many  will  pluck  off  their  smocks  and  lay  the  same 
upon  them  instead  of  their  upper  sheet,  and  all  her 
other  pelt  and  trash  upon  her  also,  and  many  lieth 
in  their  smocks.  And  if  the  rest  of  her  clothes 
in  cold  weather  be  not  sufficient  to  keep  her  warm, 
then  she  taketh  straw  or  hay  to  perform  the  matter. 
The  other  sort  that  have  no  slates,  but  tumble  down 
and  couch  a  hogshead  in  their  clothes,  these  be  still 
lousy  and  shall  never  be  without  vermin,  unless 
they  put  off  their  clothes,  and  lie  as  is  above  said. 
If  the  upright  man  come  in  where  they  lie,  he  hath 
his  choice,  and  creepeth  in  close  by  his  doxy,  the 
rogue  hath  his  leavings.  If  the  morts  or  doxies 
lie  or  be  lodged  in  some  farmer's  barn,  and  the  door 
be  either  locked  or  made  fast  to  them,  then  will  not 
the  upright  man  press  to  come  in,  unless  it  be  in 
barns  and  out  houses  standing  alone,  or  some 
distance  from  houses,  which  be  commonly  known  to 
them :  as  Saint  Quinten's,  Three  Cranes  in  the 
Vintry,  Saint  Tybbe's,  and  Knapsbery.  These 
four  be  within  one  mile  compass  near  unto  London. 
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Then  have  you  four  more  in  Middlesex,  "  Draw-the- 
Pudding-out-of- the -Fire,"  in  Harrow -on -the-  Hill 
parish,  the  Cross  Keys  in  Crayford  parish,  Saint 
Julian's  in  Thistleworth^  parish,  the  House  of  Pity  in 
North-hall  parish.  These  are  their  chief  houses  near 
about  London,  where  commonly  they  resort  unto 
for  lodging,  and  may  repair  thither  freely  at  all 
times.  Sometime  shall  come  in  some  Rogue,  some 
picking  knave,  a  Nimble  Prig,  he  walketh  in  softly 
a  nights,  when  they  be  at  their  rest  and  plucketh 
off  as  many  garments  as  be  ought  worth,  that  he 
may  come  by,  and  worth  money,  and  may  easily 
carry  the  same,  and  runneth  away  with  the  same 
with  great  celerity,  and  maketh  port  sale  at  some 
convenient  place  of  theirs,  that  some  be  s6on  ready 
in  the  morning,  for  want  of  their  Casters  and 
Togemans.  Where  instead  of  blessing  is  cursing, 
in  place  of  praying,  pestilent  prating  with  odious 
oaths  and  terrible  threatenings.  The  upright  men 
have  given  all  these  nick  names,  to  the  places  above 
said.  Yet  we  have  two  notable  places  in  Kent,  not 
far  from  London,  the  one  is  between  Deptford  and 
Rothered,'  called  the  King's  bam,  standing  alone, 
that  they  haunt  commonly  :  the  other  is  Ketbroke' 
standing  by  Blackheath  half  a  mile  from  any  house, 
there  will  they  boldly  draw  the  latch  of  the  door 

"Islewortli.  "Rothcrhithe.  ■Kidbrooke. 

H 
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and  go  in,  when  the  good  man  with  his  family  be  at 

supper  and   sit  down   without   leave  and  eat  and 

drink  with  them,  and  either  lie  in  the  hall  by  the 

fire  all  night  or  in  the  barn  if  there  be  no  room  in 

the  house  for  them.     If  the  door  be  either  bolted  or 

locked,  if  it  be  not  opened  unto  them  when  they 

will,  they  will  break  the  same  open  to  his  farther 

cost       And   in   this   barn   sometime   do   lie   forty 

upright  men  with  their  doxies  together  at  one 

time.     And  this  must  the  poor  farmer 

suffer,  or  else  they  threaten  him 

to  burn  him,  and 

all  that  he 

hath. 
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NAMES 

OF  THE 

UPRIGHT  MEN,  ROGUES,  AND  PALLIARDS. 


HERE  followeth  the  unruly  rabblement  of  rascals^ 
and  the  most  notorious  and  wickedest  walkers  that  are 
living  now  at  this  present  with  their  tru£  names  as  they 
be  called  and  known  by.  And  although  I  set  and 
place  here  but  three  orders,  yet  good  reader  understand, 
that  all  the  others  above  namM  are  derived  and  come 
out  from  the  Upright  men  and  Rogues.  Concerning 
the  number  of  Morts  and  Doxies,  it  is  superfluous  to 
write  of  them.  I  could  well  have  done  it,  but  the 
number  of  them  is  great,  and  would  ask  a  large 
volume. 

UPRIGHT    MEN. 
Antony  Heymer.  David  Coke.         Edward   Skiner, 
Antony  Jackson,  Dick  Glover.         alias  Ned  Skinner 
Burfet.  Dick  Abristowe.  Edward  Browne 

Bryan  Medcalfe.  David  Edwards.  Follentine  Hilles. 
Core  the  Cuckold.  David  Holland.    FerdinandoAngel 
Christopher  Cook  David  J  ones.        Griffyn. 
Dowsabell  skilful  Edmund  Dun  a  FrancisDawghton 
in  fence.  singing  man.       Great  John  Gray. 
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George  Mariner.  John  a  Py cones.  John  Comes. 
George  Hutchin-  John  Thomas.      John  Chiles,  alias 

son.  John  Arther.  great  Chiles. 

Harry  Hilles  alias  John  Palmer  alias  John    Levet    he 

Harry  Godepar.    Tod.  maketh  taps  and 

Harry Agglintine  John  Geffrey.         faucets. 
Harry  Smith,  he  John  Goddard.     John  Lovedall  a 

drivelleth  when  John    Gray    the    master  of  fence. 

he  speaketh.         Great  John  Lovedale. 

Harry  Jonson.      John    Gray   the  John  Mekes. 
James  Barnard.      Little.  John  Appowell. 

John  Millar.  John      Williams  John  Chappell. 

John  Walchman.    the  Longer.        John  Griffen. 


John  Jones. 

John  Tedar. 

John  Bray. 

John  Cutter. 

John  Bell. 

John  Stephens. 

John  Gray. 

John  White. 

John  Rewe. 

John  Morres. 

John    a  Ferdin-  John  Peter. 

ando.  John  Porter. 

John  Newman.     John  Appowes. 
John  Win,  alias  John  Arter. 

Williams.  John  Bates. 


John  Harwood  a  John  Mason, 
maker  of  wells,  John    Humfrey 
he  will  take  half   with  the   lame 
his   bargain    in    hand, 
hand,  and  when  John     Stradling 
he  hath  wrought    with  the  shaking 
two     or     three    head, 
days,  he  runneth  John  Frank, 
away    with    his  John  Baker. 

John  Bascafelde. 

Lennard  Just. 

Long  Greene. 

Laurence  Ladd. 

Laurence    Mar- 
shall. 


earnest. 
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Nicolas  Wilson.    Richard Cadman.  Thomas  Lacon. 
Ned  Barington.    Richard    Scater-  Thomas  Bate. 
Ned  Wetherdon.  good.  Thomas  Allen. 

Ned  Holmes.        Richard  Aprice.   Well-arrayed 
Phillip  Green.       Richard  Walker.    Richard. 
Robert  Gravener.  Richard  Coper.    William    Cham- 
Robert  Gerse.      Steven  Nevet.        bom. 
Robert  King.        Thomas  Bullock.  William  Panell. 
Robert  Egerton.  Thomas  Cutter.   William  Morgan. 
Robert  Bell,  bro-  Thomas  Garet     William  Belson. 

ther  to  John  Bell.  Thomas  Newton.  William  Ebes. 
Robert  Maple.      Thomas  Web.      William  Garret 
Robert  Langton.  ThomasGray  his  William  Robinson 
Robin  Bell.  toes  be  gone.       William Umbervil 

Robin  Toppe.       Tom  Bodell.         William  Davids 
Robert     Brows-  Thomas  Wast.      Will  Penn. 

werd,  he  weareth  Thomas  Dawson  William  Jones. 

his  hair  long.*        alias     Thomas  Will  Powell. 
Robert  Curtes.       Jacklin.  William  Clarke. 

Richard  BrimmishThomas  Basset   Walter  Wirall. 
Richard  Justice.   Thomas    Mar-     William  Browne. 
Richard  Barton,     chant  William  Grace. 

Richard      Con-   Thomas  Web.      William  Pickering 

tance.  Thomas  A  wefeld. 

Richard  Thomas.  Thomas  Gibbins. 
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ROGUES. 


Arch  Douglas  a  John  Elson.  Nicholas  Lynch. 

Scot.  John     Raynoles  Richard  Brewton. 

Black  Dick.  Irishman  Richard     Hor- 

Dick  Durram.       John  Harris.  wood,  well  nigh 

David  Dewnevet  James  Monkaster   eighty  years  old, 

a     counterfeit       a      counterfeit     he  will    bite   a 

Crank.  Crank.  sixpenny      nail 

Edward  Ellis.       John  Dewe.  asunder  with  his 

Edward  Anseley.  John  Crew  with   teeth      and      a 
George  Belberby.   one  arm.  bawdy  drunkard 

Godman.  John    Brown  a    Richard  Crane  he 

Gerard  Gybynes,  great  stammerer  carriethakinchen 

a      counterfeit  Little  Dick.  co[ve]     at     his 

Crank.  Little  Robin.  back. 

Harry  Walls  with  Lambert  Rose.     Richard  Jones. 

the  little  mouth.  Nicholas  Adams.  Raffe  Ketley. 
Humfrey  Ward.   Nicholas  Crispin.  Robert  Harrison 
Harry  Mason.       Nicholas    Blunt,  Simon  King. 
John  Warren.         alias     Nicholas  Thomas  Paske. 
John    Don    with    Genings, a coun- Thomas  Beere 

one  leg.  terfeit  Crank.        Irishman. 
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Thomas     Smith  Wilson.  seek  work  with 

with  the  scalled  William  Ginkes  a  big  boy  his  son, 
skin.  with     a     white  carryinghis  tools 

Thomas  Shaw-  beard,  a  lusty  as  a  dauber  or 
neam.  and  strong  man,  plaisterer,      but 

William  Carew.      he  runneth  about  little  work    ser- 

WilliamWastfield  the    country    to  vethhim. 


PALLIARDS. 

Bashford.  John  Carew.         Richard      Hilton 

Dick  Sehan  Irish  James  Lane,  with  carrieth  two  kin- 
David  Powell.  one  eye  Irish.  chenmorts  about 
David  Jones  a     John  Fisher.  him. 

counterfeit  Crank  John  Dewe.  Richard  Thomas. 

Edward Heywardjohn Gilford  Irish  Sothgarde. 

hath    his    mort  with  a  counterfeits  wanders. 

following     him,  licence.  Thomas  Edwards 

which     feigneth  Laurence  with  the  Thomas  Davids. 

the  Crank.  great  leg.  William  Thomas. 

Edward  Lewes,  a  Nicholas  Newton  William     Coper 

Dummerar.  carrieth  a  feigned  with  the  hairlip. 

Hugh  Jones.  licence.  Will  Pettet  bear- 

John     Persk     a  Nicholas  Decase.  eth     a    kinchen 

counterfeit  Crank  Preston.  mort  at  his  back. 

John  Davids.  Robert  Lacley.  William  Bowmer. 
John  Harison.       Robert  Canloke. 
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There  is  above  a  hundred  Irish  men  and 
women  that  wander  about  to  beg  for  their  living, 
that  hath  come  over  within  these  two  years.  They 
say  they  have  been  borned  and  spoiled  by  the  Earl 
of  Desmond  and  report  well  of  the  Earl  of  Urmond. 

All  these  above  written  for  the  most  part  walk 
about  Essex,  Middlesex,  Sussex,  Surrey  and  Kent. 
Then  let  the  reader  judge  what  numbers  walk  in 
other  Shires,  I  fear  me  a  great  number,  if  they  will 
understand. 
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HERE  FOLLOWETH  THEIR  PELTING 
SPEECH.^ 

HERE  I  set  before  thee  good  reader,  the  lewd  lousy 
language  of  these  leutering  luskes,  and  lazy  lorels, 
wherewith  they  buy  and  sell  the  common  people  as  they 
pass  through  the  country:  which  language  they  term 
Peddler  s  French,  an  unknown  tongue  only,  but  to 
these  bold  beastly  bawdy  beggars,  and  vain  vagabonds, 
being  half  mingled  with  English,  wheft  it  is  familiarly 
talked,  and  first  placing  things  by  their  proper  names, 
as  an  introduction  to  this  peevish  speech 


*Abraham-men,   Belly-chete, 

those  who  feign  them-     apron. 

AkJ KhJlt'""""^-  *Bena  bowse, 

^ft^^^'  good  drink, 

a  bed.  r) 

Askew,  S^"f' 

a  cup.  ^°^- 

a  church.  r>         i^  • 

*Autem  Mortes,  ^ff^^^^; 

mamed     women    as     » R^-^^ 
chaste  as  a  cow.  uciay, 


Borde, 

a  shilling. 

*Bottelofstrawe, 

a  bundle  or  truss. 

Boung,  bonge,  or 
bung, 

a  purse. 

Bowse  [boozel, 

drink. 

Bowsing-ken, 

an  ale-house. 

•Bucks, 

baskets. 

Bufe, 

a  dog. 


*Baudye  baskets,  ^:^^:^'^\ 
women  who  go  with  dieting  chete, 

baskets  and  cap-cases  on      a  calf  or  sheep. 

their  arms.  ^BoOget,  o- 

*Beck  [Beek],         a   traveUing    tinker's  Buffer, 

a  constable.  basket.  a  man. 

^  Wt  have  taken  the  liberty  of  arranging  thi*  list  of  old  Cant  Wordi  into  alphabetical 
order,  for  moi  e  eatjf  rtfmrtnes.  In  the  vordt  the  old  gpeUing  i$  retained  vohiU  the  explanation* 
to  ikem  me  given  in  the  modem  mod^.  Thoee  words  marked  with  an  aeteriek  (•)  though  no^ 
printed  in  the  origimekl,  are  nevertheleu  lued  in  varioue  part*  of  the  work ;  thenfitre  iniro' 
dmeed  in  their  order.    The  fnodfrn  meaning*  of  a  few  of  the  old  cant  worde  are  given  in 
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Bynge  a  waste, 

go  you  hence. 

Cackling-chete, 

a  cock  or  capon. 

Cassan  [cassamj, 

cheese. 

Casters, 

a  doak. 

*Cateth, 


"the upright Cofeofl^^    to  deflower, 
to  the  Rogiie"  [probably  *  £)oxeS 
a  shortening  or  misprint     ,     ,  .       * 
of  CantetK\  wpageii;    *^^°^- 

-  Drawers, 


*  Caveat, 

a  warning. 

Chattes, 

the  gallows. 

*Chete, 

things. 

*Cly  [a  pocket], 

to  take,  receive,  or  have. 


Gentry  cofes  ken, 

a  noble  or  gentle  man*s 
house. 

Gentry  Mort, 

a  noble  or  gentle  wo- 
man. 

^Gerry, 

excrement 

Glasyers, 

eyes. 

Glymmar, 

fire. 

Grannam, 

com. 

Dudes  [or  dudds],<^^^"V"g^¥t?^^^ 
■     ■-  patncos  kinchen 


*Cursitors, 

vagabonds. 

Darkemans, 

the  night. 

*Dell, 

a  young  wench. 

Dewse  a  vyle, 

the  country. 

*Dock, 


hosen. 


clothes. 

*  Factors, 

tax-gatherers. 

Fambles, 

hands. 


^Cofe  [cove], 

a  person. 

Commission 

[mish] 

a  shirt. 

*Counterfet 
Cranke 

voung  knaves  and  har 


Gyb, 

a  writing^ 

Gyger  [jigger], 

a  door. 

♦Gyllot, 

a  whore. 

Halfe  a  borde, 

sixpence. 


Fambling  chete, 

a  ring  on  one's  hand. 

Flagg, 

a  groat 

F  rater 

a  beggar'  vrith  a  false  Hearing  chetes, 
paper.  ears. 

*Freshe  water     *High  pad, 
mariners  highway. 

I:^b2"\hf  ^'?a£     p-  counterfeit  great  *Kosen. 

sickness.  losses  on  the  sea.  KrA#.rK#Kj 

^Cranke  [cranky,  ^Fylche, 
foolish],  ^^^t', 

fallmgevil' [or  wasting     rylche-man 
sickness].  [a  robber]. 

Crashing-chetes,  Gage, 

teeth.  a  quart  pot. 

Crassing  chetes,   Gan, 

apples,   pears,    or  any     a  mouth. 

^r^ft/™'^  Gentry  cofe, 

L^UiTin,  a  noble  or  gentle  man. 

a  man. 


breeches. 

♦Hosted, 

lodged. 

Jarke, 

a  seal. 

^Jarkeman, 

one  who  makes  writings 
and  sets  seals  for  [coun- 
terfeit] licences  and 
passports. 

*Jockam, 

penis. 
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Ken,  *Myll, 

a  house.  to  rob. 

^Kynchen  co  [or  Mynt, 
cove],  ^^i^Y     K-| 

a  young  boy  trained  up  iN  3,0  I  nOOJ, 
like  a  Kynching  Morte.      a  head. 

*Kynchingmorte,Nabchete, 

a^  little  eirl,   carried  at     a  hat  or  cap. 
her  roomer's  back  in  a  *Nase, 
slate,  or  sheet.  drunken. 

Lag,  Nosegent, 

^^^^^'  a  nun/ 

l^g  of  dudes,       *  Pallyard, 

abucke  [or  basket]  of     ^i^^-i^^^, 
clothes. 

*Lage, 

to  wash. 

Lap, 

butter,  milk,  or  whey. 

Lightmans, 


the  day, 

Lowing  chete, 

a  cow. 

Lowre, 

money. 

Lyb  bege, 

abed. 

*Lycke  [lick], 

to  beat. 

♦Lyp. 

to  lie  down. 

Lypken, 

a  house  to  lie  in. 

Make  [mag]. 

a  halfpenny. 

Margeri  Prater, 

a  hen. 


a  bom  beggar  who  coun- 
terfeits sickness  or  in- 
curable sores. 

Param, 

milk. 

Patrico, 

a  priest. 

PatricosKinchen, 


a  Dig. 

Pek  [peck], 

meat. 

*Peld  pate, 

head  uncovered. 

•Pelte, 

clothes. 

*Peltinge, 

paltry,  contemptible. 

Poppelars, 

porridge. 

Prat, 

a  buttock. 

Pratling  chete, 

a  tongue. 

Prauncer, 

a  horse. 


*  Milling  the  ken,    ^   - 

to  steal  P)y  sending  a  *Prigger     of 

child  in  atthewindow].     Prauncers, 

Motiing  chete,  horee  stealers. 

a  napkin.  *PrOCtUOr, 
•MorteS  [mottsj,       a  keeper  of  a 

harlots.  house,^  liar. 


spital- 


♦Prygges, 

drunken  tinkers  or 
beastly  people. 

*  Quacking  chete 
or  a  red  shanke 

a  drake  or  duck. 

Quaromes, 

a  body. 

Quier, 

nought 

Quyer    cramp- 
rings, 

bolts  or  fetters. 

•  Quier  Cuffin, 

the  Justice  of  Peace. 

*Quire  bird, 

one  lately  come  out  of 
prison. 

Quyer  kyn, 

a  prison  house. 

Red  shanke, 

a  drake  or  duck. 

Roger  or  tyb  of 
the  butery, 

a  goose. 

^Rome, 

good. 

Rome  bouse[rum 
booze] 

wine, 

Rome  mort, 

the  queen. 

Rome   vyle    [or 
ville], 

London. 

Ruff  peck, 

bacon  [or  short  bread, 
common  in  old  times  at 
farm  houses]. 

Ruffmans, 

the  woods  or  bushes. 

Salomon, 

an  altar  or  mass. 
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Skypper, 

a  bam. 

Slate, 

a  sheet  or  sheets. 

Smelling  chete, 

a  nose. 

Smelling  chete, 

a  garden  or  orchard. 

^Snowt  fayre, 

[said  of  a  woman  who, 
has  a  pretty  face  or  is 
comely]. 

•Stall, 

[to  initiate  a  beggar  or 
rogue  into  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the 
canting  order]. 

Stampes, 

legs. 

Stampers, 

shoes. 

Stauling  ken, 

a  house  that  will  receive 
stolen  wares. 

**Stawlinge  kens, 

tippling  houses. 

Stow  you, 

[stow  it], 

hold  your  peace. 

Strike, 

to  steal. 

^Strommell, 

straw. 

Swadder,  or  Ped- 
lar, 

[a  man  who  hawks 
goods]. 

**The    harman's 
beck, 

the  constable. 

*^The  harmans, 

the  stocks. 


*The  high  pad, 

the  highway. 

The   ruffian    cly 
thee, 

the  devil  take  thee. 

*Three  trees, 

the  gallows. 

**Togemans, 

a  cloak. 

■Togman  [togg], 

a  coat. 

To  bowse, 

to  drink. 

To  cante, 

to  speak. 

To  cly  the  gerke, 

to  be  whipped. 

To  couch  a  hogs- 
head, 

to  lie  down  and  sleep. 

To  cutte, 

to  say  [cut  it  is  modem 
slang  for  **be  quiet"]. 

To     cut     bene 
whyddes, 

to  speak  or  give  good 
words. 

To    cut     quyer 
whyddes, 

to  give  evil  words  or  evil 
language. 

To  cut  benle, 

to  speak  gentle. 

To  dup  ye  gyger 
[jigger], 

to  open  the  door. 

To  fylche, 

to  rob. 

To  heue  a  bough, 

to  rob  or  rifle  a  boweth 
[booth]. 


To  maunde, 

to  ask  or  require. 

To  mill  a  ken, 

to  rob  a  house. 

To  nygle, 

[to  have  to  do  with  a 
woman  carnally. 

To  nyp  a  boung, 

[nip,  to  steal],  to  cut  a 
purse. 

To    skower    the 
crampringes, 

to  wear  bolts  or  fetters. 

To  stall, 

to  make  or  ordain. 

To  the  ruffian, 

to  the  devil. 

To  towre, 

to  see. 

Tryning  [trine], 

hanging. 

*Twin'd  hemp, 

a  rope  at  the  gallows. 

Tybof  the  butery, 


**\Valking  morte, 

women  [who  pass    for 
widows]. 

*^Wapping, 

[coition]. 

*White  money, 

silver. 

«»Whyddes, 

words. 

*Wylde  roge, 

a  beggar  bom. 

Wyn, 

a  penny. 

Yannam  [pannum] 

bread. 

*Yaram, 

milk. 
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The  vpright  Cofe  cateth  to  the  Roge. 

The  Upright  Man  speaketh  to  the  Rogue. 


THE    UPRIGHT   MAN. 

Bene  Lightmans  to  thy  quaromes,  in  what  lypken 
hast  thou  lypped  in  this  darkemans,  whether  in  a 
lybbege  or  in  the  stommell  ? 

Good  morrow  to  thy  body,  in  what  house  hast  thou  hdn  in  all  night, 
whether  in  a  bed  or  in  the  straw  ? 

ROGUE. 

I  couched  a  hogshead  in  a  Skypper  this  darke- 
mans. 

I  laid  me  down  to  sleep  in  a  bam  this  night. 

THE    UPRIGHT   MAN. 

I  towre  the  stommell  trine  upon  the  nabchete  and 
togman. 

I  see  the  straw  hang  upon  thy  cap  and  coat. 
ROGUE. 

I  say  by  the  Salomon  I  will  lage  it  of  with  a  gage 
of  bene  bowse  then  cut  to  my  nose  watch. 

I  swear  by  the  mass  I  will  wash  it  off  with  a  quart  of  good  drink,  then 
say  to  me  what  thou  wilt 

THE    UPRIGHT    MAN. 

Why  hast  thou  any  lowre  in  thy  bonge  to  bowse. 

Why,  hast  thou  any  money  in  thy  purse  to  drink  ? 
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ROGUE. 

But  a  flagge,  a  wyn  and  a  make. 

But  a  groat,  a  penny  and  a  half-penny. 

THE    UPRIGHT   MAN. 

Why,  where  is  the  ken  that  hath  the  bene  bowse. 

Where  is  the  house  that  hath  the  good  drink  ? 
ROGUE. 

The  morte  here  by  at  the  signe  of  the  prauncer. 

The  good  wife  here  by  at  the  sign  of  the  Horse. 
THE    UPRIGHT   MAN. 

Butte  it  is  quyer  bowse,  I  bowsd  a  flagge  the  last 
darkemans. 

I  say  it  is  small  and  naughty  drink,  I  drank  a  groat  there  the  last  ni^t 
ROGUE. 

But  bowse  there    a  bbrde,  and  thou  shalt  haue 
benship. 

But  drink  there  a  shilling,  and  thou  shalt  have  very  g^>od. 

Towre  ye,  yander  is  the  ken,   dup  the  gyger  and 
maunde  that  is  beneship. 

See  you,  yonder  is  the  house,  open  the  door,  and  ask  for  the  best 
THE    UPRIGHT   MAN. 

This  bowse  is  as  good  as  Rome  bowse. 

This  drink  is  as  good  as  wine. 

Now  I  towre  that  bene  bowse  makes  nase  nabes. 

Now  I  see  that  good  drink  makes  a  drunken  head. 

Maude  in  this  morte  what  bene  pecke  is  in  her  ken. 

Ask  of  this  wife  what  good  meat  she  hath  in  her  house. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


A  Caveat  for  Cursetors.  119 

ROGUE. 

Shee  hath  a  cackling  chete,  a  gruntinge  chete,  ruff 
pecke,  cassan,  and  poppelars  of  yarum. 

She  hath  a  hen,  a  pig,  bacon,  cheese,  and  milk  porridge. 
THE    UPRIGHT   MAN. 

That  is  benship  to  our  watch. 

That  is  very  good  for  us. 

Now  we  haue  well  bousd,  let  vs  strike  some  chete. 

Now  we  have  well  drunk,  let  us  steal  something. 

Yonder  dwelleth  a  quier  cuffin,  it  were  beneship  to 
myll  him. 

Yonder  dwelleth  a  hoggish  and  churlish  man  [qy.,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace],  it  were  well  done  to  rob  him. 

ROGUE. 

Now  byng  we  a  waste  to  the  high  pad,  the  ruffmans 
is  by. 

Pray  let  us  go  hence  to  the  highway,  the  wood  is  at  hand. 
THE    UPRIGHT   MAN. 

So  maye  we  happen  on  the  harmans  and  clye  the 
Jarke  or  to  the  quyerkyn  and  skower  quyer  cramp- 
rings  and  so  to  trining  on  the  chates. 

So  we  may  chance  to  sit  in  the  stocks,  either  be  whipped,  either  had  to 
prison  house,  and  there  be  shackled  with  bolts  and  fetters,  and  then  to  hang 
on  the  gallows. 

ROGUE. 

Gerry  gan  the  Ruffan  clye  thee. 

A  tird  in  thy  month,  the  devil  take  thee. 
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THE    UPRIGHT   MAN. 

What  stowe  you  bene  cofe  and  cut  benar 
whyddes  and  byng  we  to  Rome  vyle  to  nyp  a 
bounge,  so  shall  we  have  lowre  for  the  bowsing  ken, 
and  when  we  byng  back  to  the  dewse  a  vyle,  we  will 
fylche  some  duddes  of  the  Ruffmans  or  myll  the 
ken  for  a  lage  of  duddes. 

What  hold  your  peace  good  fellow  and  speak  better  words,  and  go  we 
to  London  to  cut  a  purse,  then  shall  we  have  money  for  the  ale  house,  and 
when  we  come  back  again  mto  the  country,  we  will  steal  some  linen  clothes 
off  some  hedge,  or  rob  some  house  for  a  buck  of  clothes. 

By  this  little  ye  may  wholly  and  fully  under- 
stand their  untoward  talk  and  pelting  speech 
mingled  without  measure,  and  as  they  have  began 
of  late  to  devise  some  new  terms  for  certain  things  : 
so  will  they  in  time  alter  this  and  devise  as  evil  or 
worse.  This  language  now  being  known  and 
spread  abroad,  yet  one  thing  more  I  will  add  unto, 
not  meaning  to  English  the  same,  because  I  learned 
that  of  a  shameless  doxy,  but  for  the  phrase  of 
speech  I  set  it  forth  only. 

There  was  a  proud  patrico  and  a  nosegent,  he 
toke  his  Jockam  in  his  famble,  and  a  wapping  he 
went,  he  dockt  the  Dell,  he  prygge  to  praunce,  he 
byngd  a  wast  into  the  darkemans,  he  fylche  the 
Cofe  without  any  fylche  man. 
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A  Stocks  to  stay  sure  and  safely  detain, 
Lazy  lewd  Leuterers  that  laws  do  offend  : 

Impudent  persons,  thus  punished  with  pain, 
Hardly  for  all  this,  do  mean  to  amend. 
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Fetters  or  shackles  serve  to  make  fast 

Male  Malefactors,  that  on  mischief  do  muse, 

Until  the  learned  laws  do  quite  or  do  cast 
Such  subtle  searchers  as  all  evil  do  use. 


A  whip  is  a  whisker  that  will  wrest  out  blood, 
Of  back  and  of  body,  beaten  right  well : 

Of  all  the  other  it  doth  the  most  good. 

Experience  teacheth,  and  they  can  well  tell. 

0  doleful  day,  now  death  draweth  near. 
His  bitter  sting  doth  pierce  me  to  the  heart ; 

1  take  my  leave  of  all  that  be  here, 
Now  piteously  playing  this  tragical  part. 

Neither  stripes  nor  teachings  in  time  could  convert, 
Wherefore  an  example  let  me  to  you  be. 

And  all  that  be  present,  now  pray  you  for  me. 


] 
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Thus  I  conclude  my  bold  Beggars'  book, 

That  all  estates  most  plainly  may  see, 

As  in  a  glass  well  polished  to  look, 

Their  double  demeanour  in  each  degree. 

Their  lives,  their  language,  their  names  as  they  be, 

That  with  this  warning  their  minds  may  be  warmed 

To  amend  their  misdeeds  and  so  live  unharmed. 

FINIS. 


Imprinted  at  London  by  Henry  Middleton,  dwelling 
in  Fleet  Street  at  the  sign  of  the  Falcon  : 
and  are  to  be  sold  at  his  shop  in 
St  Dunstan's  Church- 
yard, An.  1573. 
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A   QUAINT   DISPUTE 


BETWEEN 


VELVET-BREECHES  AND  CLOTH-BREECHES. 


V  WHEREIN  IS  .PLAINLY  SET  DOWN  THE  DISORDERS 

.  IN  ALL  ESTATES  AND  TRADES^ 


Edited  by  CHARLES  HINDLEY. 


LONDON: 

REEVES    AND    TURJSIER, 

196^   STRANDV 
(Opposite  St.  acmcnt  Danes  Cbwrd^). 
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5  QUIP  FOR  AN  UPSTART  COURTIER  "was  one  of  the  latest  of  the 
productions  of  its  author.  There  were  three  impressions  in  1 592,  the 
year  in  which  it  first  appeared :  two  are  known,  but  of  one,  cer- 
tainly the  earliest,  no  copy  has  come  down  to  our  day :  that  was  the  edition 
in  which  the  attack  upon  Gabriel  Harvey  and  his  two  brothers  was  inserted. 

''The  gravamen  of  the  charge  against  the  Harveys  was  that  they  were 
the  sons  of  a  Ropemaker  at  Saffiron  Walden ;  and  according  to  Thomas  Nash, 
in  his  '  Strange  Newes,'  1592,  it  did  not  occupy  more  than  'seven  or  eight 
lines.'  This  passage  having  been  suppressed,  all  that  is  found  in  any  extant 
copy  regarding  '  Ropemakers,' "  &c,  is  as  will  be  seen  in  pages  50  and  51  of 
our  present  reprint 

"There  is  nothing  personally  offensive  to  the  Harveys  in  this.  But  we 
can  easily  imagine  how  the  alteration  of  a  few  words  may  have  made  it  so. 

"It  was  Gabriel  Harvey's  resentment  of  what  Greene  had  written 
and  printed,  only  a  short  time  before  his  death,  that  drew  upon  Harvey  the 
vengeance  of  Nash,  the  friend  of  Greene,  who  survived  him  about  eight  years.* 

"The  most  remarkable  circumstance  about  the  ensuing  work  is,  that 
Robert  Greene,  the  dramatist,  one  of  the  predecessors  of  Shakespeare, 
stole  the  whole  substance  of  it  from  Francis  Thynne's  humourous  poem,  *  The 
Debate  between  Pride  and  Lowliness,'  and,  putting  it  into  prose,  published  it  in 
1592  in  his  own  name,  and  as  his  own  work,  under  the  title  of  '  A  Quip  for  an 
Upstart  Courtier,  or  a  quaint  Dispute  between  Velvet-Breeches  and  Cloth- 
Breeches.'  In  his  dedication  to  Thomas  Burnable,  Esq.,  Greene  says  not  one 
word  of  any  obligation  to  a  preceding  writer. 

"  This  fact  presents  Greene's  character  in  a  new  light,  and  affords  ground 
for  suspecting,  if  not  for  believing,  that  it  was  not  the  only  tim«  he  had 
offended  in  this  way.  It  is  known,  indeed,  that  he  frequently  resorted  to 
foreign  sources,  particularly  to  the  Italian  novelists  ;  but,  until  recently,  it  was 
not  supposed  that  he  appropriated  to  himself  the  work  of  any  native  author. 
He  is  the  poet  who,  in  his  *  Groatsworth  of  Wit,'  1592,  sneered  at  our  great 
dramatist,  as  '  the  only  Shake-scene  in  a  country,'  and  called  him  '  an  upstart 
crow,  beautified  with  our  feathers. '  This  certainly  did  not  come  with  a  good 
grace  from  Greene,  especially  after  having  in  the  very  same  year  plucked  all 
the  *  feathers '  out  of  *  The  Debate  betweene  Pride  and  Lowliness,'  in  order  to 
'  beautify '  one  of  his  own  compositions.  A  more  wholesale  or  barefiu:ed  piece 
of  plagiarism  (says  J.  Payne  Collier  in  his  Introduction  to  "  The  Debate,"  pub- 
lished by  the  Shakespeare  Society  in  the  year  1841)  is  not,  perhaps,  to  be 
pointed  out  in  our  literature." 
*  CoWet'i  (YeUow  Serieg)  BepHnt  of  "  A  Quip,  <f c./'  and  Bib.  AceL  pf^E^Q.,  vol  ii^pp,  838*4, 


A 

QVIP    FOR    ANVP- 

ftart  Courtier : 

Or, 

A  quaint  difpute    between  Veluet  breeches 
and  Cloth-breeches. 

Wherein  is  plainely  set  downe  the  dif orders 
in  all  Eftates  and  Trades. 


LONDON 

Imprinted  by  lohn  Wolfe,  and  are  to  bee  fold  at  his 
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To  tlie  Right  Worshipful  Thomas  Burnable,  Esquire^ 
Robert  Greene  wisheth  Heart's  ease  and  Heavetis 
bliss. 


Sir, 

cFTER  I  had  ended  this  "Quip  for  an 
Upstart  Courtier,"  containing  a  quaint 
dispute  between  Cloth- Breeches  and 
Velvet- Breeches ;  wherein,  under  a  dream, 
I  shadowed  the  abuses  that  pride  had 
bred  in  England  :  how  it  had  infected  the 
Court  with  aspiring  envy,  the  City  with  griping  cove- 
tousness,  and  the  Country  with  contempt  and  disdain  : 
how,  since  men  placed  their  delights  in  proud  looks 
and  brave  attire,  hospitality  was  left  off,  neighbour- 
hood was  exiled,  conscience  was  scoffed  at,  and 
charity  lay  frozen  in  the  streets  :  how  upstart  gentle- 
men, for  the  maintenance  of  that  their  fathers  never 
looked  after,  raised  rents,  racked  their  tenants,  and 
imposing  great  fines  ;  I  stood  in  a  muse  to  whom  I 
should  dedicate  my  labours,  knowing  I  should  be 
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bitten  by  many,  since  I  had  touched  many,  and  there- 
fore need  some  worthy  patron,  under  whose  wings 
I  might  shroud  myself  from  Goodman  Findfault 
At  last  I  called  to  mind  your  Worship,  and  thought 
you  the  fittest  of  all  my  friends,  both  for  the  duty 
that  I  owe,  and  the  worshipful  qualities  you  are 
indued  withal ;  as  also,  for  that  all  Northamptonshire 
reports,  how  you  are  a  father  of  the  poor,  a  supporter 
of  ancient  hospitality,  an  enemy  of  pride,  and,  ("to  be 
short,)  a  maintainer  of  Cloth- Breeches,  I  mean,^of  the 
old  and  worthy  customs  of  the  gentility  and  yeomanry 
of  England.  Induced  by  these  reasons,  I  humbly 
present  this  pamphlet  to  your  Worship,  only  craving 
you  will  accept  it  as  courteously,  as  I  present  it 
dutifully,  and  then  I  have  the  end  of  my  desire  ;  and 
so,  resting  in  hope  of  your  favourable  acceptance. 
I  humbly  take  my  leave. 

Your  dutiful,  adopted  son, 

ROBERT  GREENE. 
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To  the  Gentlemen- Readers^  Health. 


Gentle  Gentlemen, 


HOPE,  Cloth-Breeches  shall  find  you 
gentle  censors  of  this  homely  apology 
of  his  ancient  prerogatives,  since,  though 
he  speaks  against  Velvet- Breeches,  (which 
you  wear,)  yet  he  twits  not  the  weed  but  the 
vice;  not  the  apparel  when  'tis  worthily 
worn,  but  the  unworthy  person  that  wears  it,  who 
sprang  of  a  peasant,  will  use  any  sinister  means  to 
climb  to  preferment,  being  then  so  proud,  as  the  fop 
forgets,  like  the  mule,  that  an  ass  was  his  father, 
For  ancient  gentility  and  yeomanry  Cloth- Breeches 
attempteth  this~quarrel,  and  hopes  of  their  favour ; 
for  upstarts  he  is  half  careless ;  and  the  more, 
because  he  knows,  whatsoever  some  think  privately, 
they  will  be  no  public  carpers,  least  by  kicking 
where  they  are  touched,  they  bewray  their  galled 
backs  to  the  world,  and,  by  starting  up  to  find  fault, 
prove  themselves  upstarts  and  fools.     So,  then,  poor 
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Cloth- Breeches  sets  down  his  rest  on  the  courtesy  of 

gentle  gentlemen  and  bold  yeoman,  that  they  will 

suffer   him  to   take  no   wrong.      But  suppose   the 

worst,  that  he  should  be  frowned  at,  and  that  such 

occupations,  as  he  hath  upon  conscience  discarded 

from  the  jury,   should  commence  an  action  of  un- 

kindness  against  him,  he'll  prove  it  not  to  hold  plea, 

because  all  the  debate  was  but  a  dream.     And  so, 

hoping   all   men   will    merrily    take    it,    he   stands 

solemnly  leaning  on  his  pike-staff,  till  he  hear  what 

you  conceive  of  him  for  being  so  peremptory.     If 

well ;  he  swears  to  crack  his  hose  at  the  knees  to 

quit  your  courtesy  :    if  hardly,  he  hath 

vowed,  that  whatsoever  he  dreams, 

never  to  blab    it   again ; 

and  so  he  wisheth  me 

humbly  to  bid  you 

farewell. 
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QUIP  FOR  AN    UPSTART  COURTIER. 


\11  was  just  at  that  time,  when  the  cuckold's 
chorister^  began  to  bewray  April-Gen- 
tlemen,' with  his  never  changed  notes, 
that  I,  (damped  with  a  melanchojy 
humour,)  went  into  the  fields  to  cheer  up 
my  wits  with  the  fresh  air ;  where  solitary 
seeking  to  solace  myself,  I  fell  in  a  dream,  and  in 
that  drowsy  slumber  I  wandered  into  a  vale,  all 
tapestried   with   sweet  and   choice   flowers ;    there 

'The  Cuckold's  Chorister.— The  cuckoo,  a  cuckold  being  called  so 

from  the  cuchoo.      The  note  of  that  bird  was  supposed  to  prognosticate  that 

destiny,  which  strengthens  the  probability  of  the  above  derivation.      Thus 

Shakespeare  : 

The  cuckoo,  then,  on  every  tree, 
Mocks  married  men,  for  thus  sings  he, 

Cuckoo! 
Cuckoo!  Cuckoo  ! — O  word  of  fear, 
Unpleasing  sound  to  the  married  ear. 

No  nation  names  the  cuchoo  but  in  scorn, 
And  no  man  hears  him  but  he  fears  the  horn. 

Works,  8vo,  p.  13 16. 


And  Drayton : 


■April-Gentlemen. — Married  men. 
called  April  day. 


The  wedding  day  is  sometimes 
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grew  many  simples,  whose  virtues  taught  men  to  be 
subtle,  and  to  think  nature,  by  her  weeds, 
warned  men  to  be  wary,  and,  by  their  secret 
properties,  to  check  wanton  and  sensual  imper- 
fections. Amongst  the  rest,  there  was  the  yellow 
daffodil,  ^  flower  fit  for  jealous  dotterels,^  who,  through 
the  beauty  of  their  honest  wives,  grow  suspicious, 
and  so  prove  themselves,  in  the  end,  cuckold 
heretics;  there  budded  out  the  checkered  pansy 
or  parti-coloured  heartsease,  an  herb  seldom  seen, 
either  of  such  men  as  are  wedded  to  shrews,  or  of 
such  women  that  have  hasty  husbands ;  yet  there 
it  grew,  and,  as  I  stepped  to  gather  it,  it  slipped 
from  me  like  Tantalus's  fruit,  that  fails  their  master. 
At  last,  wondering  at  this  secret  quality,  I  learned 
that  none  can  wear  it,  be  they  kings,  but  such  as 
desire  no  more  than  they  are  bom  to,  nor  have 
their  wishes  above  their  fortunes.  Upon  a  bank 
bordering  by,  grew  women's  weeds,  fennel  I  mean 
for  flatterers,  fit  generally  for  that  sex,  since  wJiile 
they  are  maidens,  they  wish  wantonly ;  while  they 
are  wives,  they  will  wilfully ;  while  they  are  widows, 
they  would  willingly ;  and  yet  all  these  proud 
desires  are  but  close  dissemblings.  Near  adjoining, 
sprouted  out  the  courtier's  comfort,  thyme  :  an  herb 
that  many  stumble  on,  and  yet  over-slip,  whose  rank 

Dotterel. — ^A  bird  so  foolishly  fond  of  imitation  as  to  be  easily  caught 
Hence  a  stupid  feUow,  an  old  jealous  fool  or  dolt. 
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savour,  and  thick  leaves,  have  this  peculiar  pro- 
perty, to  make  a  snail,  if  she  taste  of  the  sap,  as 
swift  as  a  swallow,  yet  joined  with  this  prejudice, 
that  if  she  climb  too  hastily,  she  falls  too  suddenly. 
Methought  I  saw  divers  young  courtiers  tread  upon 
it  with  high  disdain,  but  as  they  passed  away,  an 
adder,  lurking  there,  bit  them  by  the  heels  that 
they  wept;  and  then  I  might  perceive  certain 
clowns  in  clouted  shoon^  gather  it,  and  eat  of  it 
with  greediness ;  which  no  sooner  was  sunk  mto 
their  maws,  but  they  were  metamorphosed,  and 
looked  as  proudly,  though  peasants,  as  if  they  had 
been  bom  to  be  princes'  companions. 

Amongst  the  rest  of  these  changelings  whom 
the  taste  of  thyme  had  thus  altered,  there  was 
some  that  lifted  their  heads  so  high,  as  if  they  had 
been  bred  to  look  no  lower  than  stars ;  they 
thought  Noli  altum  sapere  was  rather  the  saying 
of  a  fool,  than  the  censure  of  a  philosopher,  and 
therefore  stretched  themselves  on  their  tiptoes,  as 
if  they  had  been  a  kindred  to  the  Lord  Tiptoft, 
and  began  to  disdain  their  equals,  scorn  their  in- 
feriors, and  even  their  betters,  forgetting  now  that 
thyme  had  taught  them  to  say  mass,  how  before- 
they  had  played  the  clerk's  part  to  say  Amen  to  the 
priest  Tush,  then  they  were  not  so  little  as 
gentlemen,  and  their  own  conceit  was  the  herald  to 

.^Cloxttsd  Shook.— Nailed  shoes. 
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blazon  their  descent    from    an   old    house,    whose 
great  grandfathers  would  have  been  glad  of  a  new 
cottage     to    hide   their   heads    in.        Yet,    as    the 
peacock   wrapped   in  the    pride   of  his    beauteous 
feathers  is  known  to  be  a  dunghill  bird  by  his  foul 
feet ;    so  though  the   high  looks,  and  costly  suits 
argue  to  the  eyes  of  the  world  they  were  cavaliers 
of    great   worship,  yet  the   churlish    illiberality  of 
their  minds  bewrayed  their  fathers  were  not  above 
three  pounds  in  the  King  s  books  at  a  subsidiary  ; 
but,   as  these  upstart    changelings   went   strutting, 
(like  Philopolimarchides  the  braggart    in    Plautus) 
they    looked  so    proudly    at   the    same,   that  they 
stumbled  on  a  bed  of  rue  that  grew  at  the  bottom 
of  the  bank  where  the  thyme  was  planted,  which 
fallen  upon  the  dew  of  so  bitter  a  herb,  taught  them 
that  such    proud  peacocks  as    over  hastily  outrun 
their  fortunes,  at  last,  too  speedily,  fall  to  repentance ; 
and  yet  some  of  them  smiled  and  said,  "  rue  was 
called  herb  grace,"    which    though  they  scorned  in 
their  youth,  they  might  wear  in  their  age,  and  it  was 
never  too  late  to  say  Miserere.      As  thus   I  stood 
musing  at  this  thyme  born  broad,  they  vanished  away 
like  Cadmus'  copesmates,  that  sprung  up  of  viper's 
teeth  ;    so  that,  casting  my  eye  aside  after  them,  I 
saw  where   a  crew   of  all   estates  were   gathering 
flowers,  what  kind  they  were  of  I  knew  not,  but  pre- 
cious I  guessed  them,  in  that  they  plucked  theni  witl^ 
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greediness,   so  that   I    drew  towards   them   to   be 
partaker  of  their  profits  ;  coming  nearer,  I  might  see 
the  weed  they  so  wrangled  for  was  a  little  dapper 
flower,    Hke   a   ground    honeysuckle,    called    thrift, 
praised  generally  of  all,  but  practiced  for  distillation 
but  of  few  :    amongst  the  crew  that  seemed  covetous 
of  this  herb,  there  was  a  troop  of  old  greybeards  in 
velvet,  satin,  and  worsted  jackets,  that  stooped  as 
nimbly  to  pluck  it  up  by  the  roots,  as  if  their  joints 
had  been  suppled  in  the  oil  of  misers'  skins ;    they 
spared  no  labour  and  pains  to  get  and  gather,  and 
what  they  got  they  gave  to  certain  young  boys  and 
girls  that  stood  behind  them,  with  their  skirts  and 
laps  open  to  receive  it,  among  whom  some  scattered 
it  as  fast  as  their  fathers  gathered  it;  wasting  and 
spoiling  it  at  their  pleasure,  which  their  fathers  got 
with  labour. 

I  thought  them  to  be  some  herbalists,  or  some 
apothecaries,  that  had  employed  such  pains  to  . 
extract  some  rare  quintessence  out  of  this  flower; 
but  one,  standing  by,  told  me  they  were  cormorants 
and  usurers,  that  gathered  it  to  fill  their  coffers  with 
and  "  Whereto  (quoth  I)  is  it  precious  ?  What  is  the 
virtue  of  it  ?"  "Marry  (quoth  he)  to  qualify  the  heat  of 
insatiable  minds,  that,  like  the  serpent  Dipsas,  never 
drinketh  enough  till  they  are  so  full  they  burst" 
"Why  then  (said  I)  the  devil  burst  them  all;"  and 
with  that  I  fell  into  a  great  laughter,  to  see  certain 
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Italianate  counts,  humorous  cavaliers,  youthful  gen- 
tlemen, and  inamorati  gagliardi^  that  scornfully 
plucked  of  it,  and  wore  it  a  while  as  if  they  were 
weary  of  it,  and  at  last  left  it  as  too  base  a  flower  to 
put  in  their  nosegays.  Others,  that  seemed  Homini 
di  grandi  istima  by  their  looks  and  their  walks, 
gathered  earnestly  and  did  pocket  it  up,  as  if  they 
meant  to  keep  it  carefully;  but,  as  they  were 
carrying  it  away,  there  met  them  a  troop  of  nice 
wantons,  fair  women,  that  like  to  LamuB  had  faces 
like  angels,  eyes  like  stars,  breasts  like  the  golden 
front  in  the  Hesperides,  but  from  the  middle  down- 
wards their  shapes  like  serpents.  These  with 
syren-like  allurements  so  enticed  these  quaint 
squires,  that  they  bestowed  all  their  flowers  upon 
them  for  favours,  they  themselves  walkijig  home  by 
Beggars  Bush^  for  a  penance.  Amongst  this  crew 
were  lawyers,  and  they  gathered  the  devil  and  all ; 
but  poor  poets  were  thrust  back,  and  could  not  be 
suffered  to  have  one  handful  to  put  amongst  their 
withered  garlands  of  bays,  to  make  them  glorious. 
But  Hob  and  John  of  the  country  they  stepped  in 
churlishly,  in  their  high  startups,^  and  gathered 
whole  sackfuUs ;  insomuch  they  wore  besoms  of 
thrift   in   their    hats    like  fore-horses,   or  the  lusty 

^Beggar's  Bush. — To  go  by  Beggar's  Bush,  to  go  on  the  road  to  ruin. 
"Startups. — A  kind  of  rustic  shoes,  with  high  tops  or  half  gaiters. 
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« 
gallants  in  a  morrice-dance  :  Seeing  the  crew  thus  to 

wrangle  for  so  paltry  a  weed,  I  went  alone  to  take 

one  of  all  the  other  fragrant  flowers  that  diapered 

this*  valley  ;    thereby,  I  saw  the  bachelor's  buttons,^ 

whose   virtue   is    to  make  wanton    maidens   weep, 

when  they  have  worn    it  forty  weeks    under  their 

aprons  for  a  favour. 

Next  them  grew  the  dissembling  daisy,  to  warn 

such  light  of  love  wenches,  not  to  trust  every  fair 

promise  that  such  amorous  bachelors  make  them, 

but  sweet  smells  breed  bitter  repentance.     Hard  by 

grew  the  true  lover  s  primrose,  whose  kind  savour 

wisheth  men  to  be  faithful,  and  women  courteous. 

Alongst  in  a  border,  grew  maidenhair,  fit  for  modest 

maidens   to   behold,    and    immodest  to-  blush    at, 

because  it  praiseth  the  one  for  their  natural  tresses, 

and  condemneth  the   other   for   their   beastly   and 

counterfeit  perriwigs.      There  was  the  gentle  gilli- 

flower  that  wives  should  wear,  if  they  were  not  too 

froward ;    and  loyal  lavender,  but  that  was  full  of 

cuckoo-spits,  to  show  that  women's  light  thoughts 

make    their  husbands   heavy   heads.      There  were 

^Bachelor's  Buttons. — ^There  was  an  andent  custom  among  country 
fellows  of  carrying  the  flowers  of  this  plant  in  their  pockets,  to  know  whether 
they  should  succeed  with  their  sweethearts,  and  they  judged  of  their  good  or 
bad  success  by  their  growing  or  not  there.  "To  wear  bachelor's  buttons" 
seems  to  have  been  a  phrase  for  being  unmarried. 

"  He  wears  bachelor^ i  buttons,  does  he  not  ?" 

Heywood's  Fair  Maid  of  the  West, 
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sweet  lilies,  God's  plenty,  which  showed  fair  virgins 
need  not  weep  for  wooers ;  and  store  of  balm,  which 
could  cure  strange  wounds,  only  not  that  wound 
which  women  receive  when  they  lose  their  maiden- 
heads ;  for  no  herb  hath  virtue  enough  to  scrape 
out  that  blot,  and  therefore  it  is  the  greater  blemish. 
Infinite  were  the  flowers  beside  that  beautified  the 
valley,  that,  to  know  their  names  and  operations,  I 
needed  some  curious  herbal ;  but  I  pass  them  over 
as  needless,  since  the  vision  of  their  virtues 
was  but  a  dream,  and  therefore  I  wish  no  man  to 
hold  any  discourse  herein  authentical ;  yet  thus  much 
I  must  say  for  a  parting  blow,  that  at  the  lo\\^er  end 
of  the  dale  I  saw  a  great  many  women  using  high 
words  to  their  husbands ;  some  striving  for  the 
breeches,  others  to  have  the  last  word ;  some  fretting 
they  could  not  find  a  knot  in  a  rush,  others  striving 
whether  it  were  wool  or  hair  the  goat  bare. 

Questioning  with  one  that  I  met,  why  these 
women  were  so  choleric,  he,  like  a  scoffing  fellow, 
pointed  to  a  bush  of  nettles  :  I,  not  willingly  to  be 
satisfied  by  signs,  asked  him  what  he  meant  thereby  ? 
"  Marry  (quoth  he)  all  these  women  that  you  hear 
brawling,  frowning,  and  scolding  thus,  have  severally 
pissed  on  this  bush  of  nettles,  and  the  virtue  of  them 
is  to  force  a  woman,  that  waters  them,  to  be  as  peevish 
for  a  whole  day  and  as  waspish  as  if  she  had  been 
stung  in  the  brow  with  a  hornet."    Well,  I  smiled  at 
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this,  and  left  the  company  to  seek  further,  when,  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  I  was  left  alone,  the  valley 
cleared  of  all  company,  and  I,  a  distressed  man, 
desirous  to  wander  out  of  that  solitary  place  to  seek 
good  consorts  and  boon  companions,  to  pass  away 
the  day  withal. 

As  thus  I  walked  forward  seeking  up  the 
hill,  I  was  driven  half  into  a  maze,  with  the 
imagination  of  a  strange  wonder  which  fell  out  thus : 
Methought  I  saw  an  uncouth  headless  thing  come 
pacing,  down  the  hill,  stepping  so  proudly  with  such 
a  geometrical  grace,  as  if  some  artificial  braggart 
had  resolved  to  measure  the  world  with  his  paces  : 
I  could  not  descry  it  to  be  a  man,  although  it  had 
motion,  for  that  it  wanted  a  body,  yet,  seeing  legs 
and  hose,  I  supposed  it  to  be  some  monster 
nourished  up  in  those  deserts.  At  last,  as  it  drew 
more  nigh  unto  me,  I  might  perceive  that  it  was  a  very 
passing  costly  pair  of  Velvet- Breeches,  whose  panes, 
being  made  of  the  chiefest  Neapolitan  stuff,  was  drawn 
out  with  the  best  Spanish  satin,  and  marvellous 
curiously  over  whipped  with  gold  twist,  interseamed 
with  knots  of  pearl;  the  nether-stock  was  of  the  purest 
Granado  silk  ;  no  cost  was  spared  to  set  out  these 
costly  Breeches,  who  had  girt  unto  them  a  rapier 
and  dagger  gilt,  point  pendant,  as  quaintly  as  if 
some  curious  Florentine  had  tricked  them  up  to 
square   it    up   and    down    the    streets  before    his 
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mistress.  As  these  Breeches  were  exceeding 
sumptuous  to  the  eye,  so  were  they  passing 
pompous  in  their  gestures,  for  they  strutted  up  and 
down  the  valley  as  proudly  as  though  they  had 
there  appointed  to  act  some  desperate  combat 

Blame  me  not  if  I  were  driven  into  a  muse  with 
this  most  monstrous  sight,  to  see  in  that  place  such 
a  strange  headless  courtier  jetting  up  and  down  like 
the  usher  of  a  fence-school  about  to  play  his  prize, 
when  I  deem  never  in  any  age  such  a  wonderful 
object  fortuned  unto  any  man  before.  Well,  the 
greater  dump^  this  novelty  drove  me  into,  the  more 
desire  I  had  to  see  what  event  would  follow. 
Whereupon,  looking  about  to  see  if  that  any  more 
company  would  come,  I  might  perceive  from  the  top 
of  the  other  hill  another  pair  of  Breeches  more 
soberly  marching,  and  with  a  softer  pace,  as  if  they 
were  not  too  hasty,  and  yet  would  keep  promise 
nevertheless  at  the  place  appointed. 

As  soon  as  they  were  come  into  the  valley,  I 
saw  they  were  a  plain  pair  of  Cloth- Breeches,  with- 
out either  welt  or  guard,  straight  to  the  thigh,  of 
white  kersey,  without  a  slop,  the  nether-stock  of  the 
same,  sewed  too  above  the  knee,  and  only  seamed 
with  a  little  country  blue,  such  as  in  Diebus  illis  our 
great  grandfathers  wore,  when  neighbourhood  and 

*DUMP. — A  meditation,  melancholy  musing.     To  be  in  or  down  in  the 
dumps,  i.tf .,  out  of  spirits. 
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hospitality  had  banished  pride  out  of  England :  nor 
were  these  plain  Breeches  weaponless,  for  they  had 
a  good  sower^  bat  with  a  pike  in  the  end,  able  to 
lay  on  load  enough,  if  the  heart  were  answerable  to 
the  weapon  :  and  upon  this  staff,  pitched  down  upon 
the  ground.  Cloth- Breeches  stood  solemnly  leaning, 
as  if  they  meant,  not  to  start,  but  to  answer  to 
the  uttermost  whatsoever  in  that  place  might  be 
objected.  Looking  upon  these  two,  I  might  per- 
ceive by  the  pride  of  the  one,  and  homely  resolution 
of  the  other,  that  this  their  meeting  would  grow  to 
some  dangerous  conflict ;  and  therefore,  to  prevent 
the  fatal  issue  of  such  a  pretended  quarrel,  I  stepped 
between  them  both ;  when  Velvet- Breeches  greeted 
Cloth- Breeches  with  this  salutation  :  "  Proud  and 
insolent  peasant,  how  darfest  thou,  without  leave  or 
low  reverence,  press  into  the  place  whether  I  am 
come  for  to  disport  myself  ?  Art  thou  not  afraid 
thy  high  presumption  should  summon  me  to  dis- 
pleasure, and  so  force  me  draw  my  rapier,  which 
is  never  unsheathed  but  it  turns  into  the  scabbard 
with  a  triumph  of  mine  enemy's  blood  ?  Bold  bayard,* 

^SowER. — Query,  a  good  stout  or  strong  bat.    Bat,  a  dub,  or  laige  stick. 
Seldom  or  never  used  now,  except  in  an  apprc^riated  sense,  as  cricket  bat. 

**  ni  try  whether  your  costard  or  my  bat  he  the  harder." 

JOf^  LeoTf  ir,  6. 

■Bayard. — Properly  a  bay  hoise;  also  a  horse  in  general.     "As  bold 
as  blind  bofford,*^  i,e^  leaps  before  he  looks. 
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avaunt;  beard  me  not  to  my  face,  for  this  time  I 
pardon  thy  folly,  and  grant  thy  legs  leave  to  carry 
away  thy  life."  Cloth- Breeches,  nothing  amazed  at 
this  bravado,  bending  his  staff  as  if  he  meant  (if  he 
were  wronged)  to  bestow  his  benison,  with  a 
scornful  kind  of  smiling,  made  this  smooth  reply  : 
"Marry  gip,  Goodman  Upstart,  whp  made  your  father 
a  gentleman  ?  Soft  fire  makes  sweet  malt,  the 
curstest  cow  hath  the  shortest  horns,  and  a  brawling 
cur,  of  all,  bites  the  least  Alas !  good  sir,  are  you 
so  fine  that  no  man  may  be  your  fellow  ?  I  pray 
you,  what  difference  is  between  you  and  me,  but  in 
the  cost  and  the  making  ?  Though  you  be  never  so 
richly  daubed  with  gold  and  powdered  with  pearl, 
yet  you  are  but  a  case  for  the  buttocks,  and  a  cover 
for  the  basest  part  of  a  man's  body,  no  more  than . 
I ;  the  greatest  pre-eminence  is  in  the  garnishing, 
and  thereof  you  are  proud;  but  come  to  the  true 
use  we  were  appointed  to,  my  honour  is  more  than 
thine,  for  I  belong  to  the  old  ancient  yeomanry,  yea, 
and  gentility,  the  fathers,  and  thou  to  a  company  of 
proud  and  unmannerly  upstarts,  the  sons."  At  this. 
Velvet- Breeches  stormed  and  said,  "Why,  thou 
beggar's  brat,  descended  from  the  reversion  of  base 
poverty,  is  thy  insolency  so  great  to  make  comparison 
with  me,  whose  difference  is  as  great  as  the  brightness 
of  the  sun,  and  the  slender  light  of  a  candle.  I,  poor 
snake,  am  sprung  from  the  ancient  Romans,  bom 
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in  Italy,  the  mistress  of  the  world  for  chivalry, 
called  into  England  from  my  native  home,  (where  I 
was  famous,)  to  honour  your  country  and  young 
gentlemen  here  in  England  with  my  countenance, 
where  I  am  holden  in  high  regard,  that  I  can  press 
into  the  presence,  when  thou,  poor  soul,  shalt,  with 
cap  and  knee,  beg  leave  of  the  porter  to  enter  :  and 
I  sit  and  dine  with  the  nobility,  when  thou  art  fain 
to  wait  for  the  reversion  of  the  alms-basket ;  I  am 
admitted  boldly  to  tell  my  tale,  when  thou  art  fain 
to  sue,  by  means  of  supplication,  and  that,  and  thou 
to,  so  little  regarded,  and  most  commonly  it  never 
comes  to  the  prince's  hand,  but  dies  imprisoned  in 
some  obscure  pocket  Since  then  there  is  such 
difference  between  our  estates,  cease  to  urge  my 
patience  with  thy  insolent  presumption." 

Cloth- Breeches,  as  brief  as  he  was  proud,  swore  by 
the  pike  of  his  staff,  that  his  chop-logic  was  not  worth 
a  pin,  and  that  he  would  turn  his  own  weapon  into 
his  bosom  thus  :  "  Why,  Signor  Glorioso  (quoth  he) 
though  I  have  not  such  glossing  phrase  to  trick  out 
my  speeches  withal  as  you,  yet  I  will  come  over  your 
fallows  with  this  bad  rhethoric :  I  pray  you, 
Monsieur  Malapart,  are  you  therefore  my  superior, 
because  you  are  taken  up  with  gentlemen,  and  I  with 
the  yeomanry  ?  Doth  true  virtue  consist  in  riches, 
or  humanity  in  wealth  ?  Is  ancient  honour  tied  to 
outward  bravery  ?     Or  not  rather  true  nobility,  a 
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mind  excellently  qualified  with  rare  virtues  ?  I  will 
teach  thee  a  lesson  worth  the  hearing,  proud  prin- 
cocks/  how  gentility  first  sprung  up  :  I  will  not  forget 
the  old  wife's  logic,  "  When  Adam  delved,  and  Eve 
spao,  who  wa3  then  a  gentleman  ?'*  But  I  tell  thee, 
after  a  general  flood,  that  there  was  no  more  men 
upon  the  earth  but  Noah  and  his  three  sons,  and 
that  Ham  had  wickedly  discovered  his  father's  secrets, 
then  grew  the  division  of  estates  thus  :  The  church 
was  figured  Shem,  gentility  in  Japheth,  and  labour 
and  drudgery  in  Ham:  Shem  being  chaste  and  holy, 
Japheth  learned  and  valiant,  Ham  churlish  and 
servile;  yet  did  not  the  curse  extend  so  far  upon 
Ham,  nor  the  blessing  upon  Japheth,  but,  if  the  one 
altered  his  nature,  and  became  either  endued  with 
learning  and  valour,  he  might  be  a  gentleman ;  or, 
if  the  other  degenerated  from  his  ancient  virtues,  he 
might  be  held  a  peasant :  whereupon  Noah  inferred, 
that  gentility  grew  not  only  by  propagation  of  nature, 
but  by  perfection  of  quality.  Then  is  your  worship 
wide,  that  boast  of  your  worth  for  your  gold  and 
pearl,  since  Ctuullus  non  facit  Monachum^  nor  a 
velvet-slop  make  a  sloven  a  gentleman  :  and  whereas 
thou  sayest  thou  wert  born  in  Italy,  and  called 
hither  by   our  courtiers,   him   may  we  curse  that 

^Princocks,  or  Princox. — A  pert,  forward  youth. 

"  You  are  a  saucy  boy.    .    .    You  are  aj^rincox,  go." 

M^me^  and  JuUtt,  i,  5. 
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brought  thee  first  into  England,  for  thou  earnest  not 
alone,  but  accompanied  with  a  multitude  of  abomin- 
able vices,  hanging  on  thy  bombast  nothing  but 
infectious  abuses,  and  vain-glory,  self-love,  sodomy, 
and  strange  poisonings,  wherewith  thou  hast  infected 
this  glorious  island;  yea,  insolent  braggart,  thou  hast 
defiled  thine  own  nest,  and  fatal  was  the  day  of  thy 
birth,  for,  since  the  time  of  thy  hatching  in  Italy,  (as 
then  famous  for  chivalry  and  learning,)  the  imperial 
state,  through  thy  pride,  hath  decayed,  and  thou 
hast,  like  the  young  pelican,  pecked  at  thy  mother's 
breast  with  thy  presumption,  causing  them  to  lose 
that  their  forefathers  with  true  honour  conquered ;  so 
hast  thou  been  the  ruin  of  the  Roman  Empire,  and 
now  fatally  art  thou  come  into  England  to  attempt 
here  the  like  subversion.  Whereas  thou  dost  boast 
that  I  am  little  regarded  where  thou  art  highly 
accounted  of,  and  hast  sufferance  to  press  into  the 
jwesence,  when  I  am,  for  my  simpleness,  shut  out  of 
door :  I  grant  thy  allegation  in  part,  but  not  in 
whole,  for  men  of  high  wisdom  and  honour  measure 
not  men  by  the  outward  show  of  bravery,  but  by 
the  inward  worth  and  honesty,  and  so,  though  I  am 
disdained  of  a  few  overweening  fools,  I  am  valued, 
as  well  as  thy  self,  with  the  wise.  In  that  thou 
sayest  thou  canst  speak  when  I  sue  by  supplication, 
I  grant  it ;  but  the  tale  thou  tellest  is  to  the  ruin  of 
the   poor,    for   coming   into   high  favour  with  an 
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impudent  face,  what  farm  is  there  expired  whose 
lease  thou  dost  not  beg  ?  What  forfeit  of  penal 
statutes  ?  What  concealed  lands  can  overslip  thee  ? 
Yea,  rather  then  thy  bravery  should  fail,  beg  powling 
pence  for  the  very  smoke  that  comes  out  of  poor 
men's  chimneys  ?  Shamest  thou  not,  uplandish 
upstart,  to  hear  me  discourse  thy  imperfections  ?  Get 
thee. home  again  into  thy  own  country,  and  let  me, 
as  I  was  wont,  live  famous  in  my  native  home  in 
England,  where  I  was  born  and  bred,  yea,  and 
bearded  Ccesar,  thy  countryman,  till  he  compassed  the 
conquest  by  treason." 

"The  right  and  title  in  this  country,  base 
brat  (quoth  Velvet- Breeches)  now  authority  favours 
me,  I  am  admitted  Viceroy,  and  I  will  make  thee 
do  me  homage,  and  confess,  that  thou  boldest 
thy  being  and  residence  in  my  land  from  the 
gracious  favour  of  my  sufferance;"  and  with  that  he 
laid  on  the  hilts  of  his  rapier,  and  Cloth- Breeches 
betook  him  to  his  staff,  when  I,  stepping  betwixt 
them,  parted  them  thus  :  "  Why,  what  mean  ye  ; 
will  you  decide  your  controversy  by  blows,  when 
you  may  debate  it  by  reason  ?  This  is  a  land  of 
peace,  governed  by  true  justiciaries  and  honourable 
magistrates,  where  you  shall  have  equity  without 
*  partiality,  and  therefore  listen  to  me,  and  discuss  the 
matter  by  law  ;  your  quarrel  is,  Whether  of  you  are 
most  ancient  and  most  worthy  ?   You,  sir,  boast  of 
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your  country  and  parentage,  he  of  his  native  birth 
in  England ;  you  claim  all,  he  would  have  but  his 
own  :  both  plead  an  absolute  title  of  residence  in 
this  country  ;  then  must  the  course  between  you  be 
trespass  or  disseison  of  frank  tenement ;  you  Velvet- 
Breeches,  in  that  you  claim  the  first  tide,  shall 
be  plaintiff,  and  plead  a  trespass  of  disseison  done 
you  by  Cloth- Breeches  ;  so  shall  it  be  brought  to  a 
jury,  and  tried  by  a  verdict  of  twelve  or  four  and 
twenty.  "  Tush,  tush,  (quoth  Velvet- Breeches,)  I 
neither  like  to  be  plaintiff,  nor  yet  allow  of  the  jury, 
for  they  may  be  partial,  and  so  condemn  me  in  mine 
own  action  ;  for  the  country  swains  cannot  value  of 
my  worth,  nor  can  mine  honours  come  within  the 
compass  of  their  base  wits ;  because  I  am  a  stranger 
in  this  land,  and  but  here  lately  arrived,  they  will 
hold  me  as  an  upstart,  and  so  lightly  esteem  of  my 
worthiness,  and,  for  my  adversary  is  their  country- 
man and  less  chargeable,  he  shall  have  the  law 
mitigated,  if  a  jury  of  hinds  or  peasants  should  be 
empannelled.  If  ancient  gentlemen,  yeomen,  or  plain 
ministers  should  be  of  the  quest,^  I  were  sure  to  lose 
the  day,  because  they  loath  me,  in  that  I  have 
persuaded  so  many  landlords,  for  the  maintenance 
of  my  bravery,  to  raise  their  rents.  "  You  seek  a 
knot  in  a  rush,  (quoth  I,)  you  need  not  doubt  of  that, 

^QuEST,  or  inquest  for  jury.      A  popular  abbreviation  not  yet  disused 
among  the  lower  orders. 
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for  whom  you  distrust  and  think  not  indifferent, 
him,  upon  a  cause  manifested,  challenge  from  your 
jury.  "  If  your  law  allow  such  large  favour,  (quoth 
Velvet- Breeches,)  I  am  content  my  title  be  tried  by 
a  jury,  and  therefore  let  mine  adversary  plead  me 
Nul  tort,  Nul  disseisonr  Cloth- Breeches  was 
content  with  this,  and  so  they  both  agreed  I  should 
be  judge  and  juror  in  this  controversy  ;  whereupon 
I  wished  them  to  say  for  themselves  what  they 
could,  that  I  might  discourse  to  the  jury  what 
reasons  they  alleged  of  their  tides. 

Then  Velvet- Breeches  began  thus :  "  I  cannot 
but  grieve  that  I  should  be  thus  out-faced  with 
a  carters  weed,  only  fit  for  husbandry,  seeing 
I  am  the  original  of  all  honourable  endeavours. 
To  what  end  doth  youth  bestow  their  wits  on 
law,  physic,  or  theology,  were  it  not  the  end, 
they  aim  at,  is  the  wearing  of  me  and  winning 
of  preferment  ?  Honour  nourisheth  art,  and 
for  the  regard  of  dignity,  do  learned  men  strive  to 
exceed  in  their  faculty : 

Impiger  extremos  currit  Mercator  ad  Indos, 
Per,  mare,  per  saxa,  &c. 

What  drives  the  merchants  to  seek  foreign 
marts,  to  venture  their  goods  and  hazard  their  lives  ? 
Not,  if  still  the  end  of  their  travel  were  a  pair  of 
cloth-breeches  ;  no,  velvet,  costly  attire,  curious  and 
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quaint  apparel  is  the  spur  that  pricks  them  forward 
to  attempt  such  danger.  Doth  not  the  soldier  fight 
to  be  brave,  the  lawyer  study  to  countenance  himself 
with  cost  ?  The  artificer  takes  pains  only  for  my 
sake  that  wearing  me,  he  may  brag  it  amongst  the 
best  What  credit  carries  he  now-a-days  that  goes 
pinned  up  in  a  cloth  breech  ?  Who  will  keep  him  com- 
pany that  thinks  well  of  himself,  unless  he  use  the 
simple  slave  to  make  clean  his  shoon  ?  The  worlds 
are  changed,  and  men  are  grown  to  more  wit,  and 
their  minds  to  aspire  after  more  honorable  thoughts ; 
they  were  dunces  in  Diebus  illis,  they  had  not  the 
true  use  of  gentility,  and  therefore  they  lived 
meanly  and  died  obscurely,  but  now  men's 
capacities  are  refined.  Time  hath  set  a  new  edge  on 
gentlemen's  humours,  and  they  show  them  as  they 
should  be,  not  like  gluttons  as  their  fathers  did  in 
chines  of  beef  and  alms  to  the  poor,  but  in  velvets, 
satins,  cloth  of  gold,  pearl,  yea  pearl  lace,  which 
scarce  Caligula  wore  on  his  birth-day :  and  to  this 
honourable  humour  have  I  brought  these  gentlemen 
since  I  came  from  Italy.  What  is  the  end  of 
service  to  a  man  but  to  countenance  himself  and 
credit  his  master  with  brave  suits  ?  The  scyrvy 
tapsters  and  ostlers,  faex  populi,  fill  pots,  and  rub 
horseheels,  to  prank  themselves  with  my  glory. 
Alas !    were  it  not  to  wear  me,  why  would  so  many 
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apply  themselves  to  extraordinary  idleness  ?  Besides 
I  make  fools  be  reverenced,  and  thought  wise 
amongst  the  common  sort ;  I  am  a  severe  censor  to 
such  as  offend  the  law,  provided  there  be  a  penalty 
annexed  that  may  bring  in  some  profit ;  yea,  by  me 
the  chiefest  part  of  the  realm  is  governed,  and 
therefore  I  refer  my  title  to  the  verdict  of  any  men 
of  judgment" 

To  this,  mildly,  Cloth- Breeches  answered  thus  : 
"  As  I  have  had  always  that  honest  humour  in 
me  to  measure  all  estates  by  their  virtues,  not  by 
their  apparel,  so  did  I  never  grudge  at  the  bravery 
of  any  whom  birth,  time  place,  or  dignity,  made 
worthy  of  such  costly  ornaments;  but  if  by  the 
favour  of  their  prince  and  their  own  deserts,  they 
merited  them,  I  held  both  lawful  and  commendable 
to  answer  their  degrees  in  apparel,  correspondent 
unto  their  dignities,  I  am  not  so  precise  directly  to 
inveigh  against  the  use  of  velvet,  either  in  breeches, 
or  in  other  suits  ;  nor  will  I  have  men  go  like  John 
[the]  Baptist,  in  coats  of  camel's  hair.  Let  princes 
have  their  diadems,  and  Caesar  what  is  due  to  Caesar ; 
let  noblemen  go  as  their  birth  requires,  and  gentle- 
men as  they  are  bom  or  bear  office.  I  speak  in 
mine  own  defence,  for  the  ancient  gentility  and 
yeomanry  of  England,  and  inveigh  against  none, 
but  such  malapart  upstarts  as  raised  up  from  the 
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plough,  or  advanced  for  their  Italian  devices,  or  for 
their  witless  wealth,  covet  in  bravery  to  match,  (nay, 
to  exceed)  the  greatest  noblemen  in  this  land." 

"  But  leaving  this  digression,  Monsieur  Velvet- 
Breeches,  again  to  the  particulars  of  your  fond  alle- 
gation. Whereas  you  affirm  yourself  to  be  both 
original  and  final  end  of  learning ;  alas !  proud 
princox,  you  perch  a  bough  too  high  :  Did  all  the 
philosophers  beat  their  brains,  and  busy  their  wits 
to  wear  velvet-breeches  ?  Why  both  at  that  time 
thou  were  unknown,  yea,  unborn  and  all  excess  in 
apparel  had  in  high  contempt ;  and  now  in  these 
days  all  men  of  worth  are  taught  by  reading,  that 
excess  is  a  great  sin  ;  that  pride  is  the  first  step  to 
the  downfall  of  shame.  They  study  with  Tully^ 
that  they  may  seem  born  for  their  countries,  as  well 
as  for  themselves.  The  divine  to  preach  the  gospel; 
the  lawyer  to  reform  wrongs  and  maintain  justice ; 
the  physician  to  discover  the  secrets  of  God's  wonders, 
by  working  strange  cures.  To  be  brief,  the  end  of 
all  being,  is  to  know  God  ;  and  not  as  your  worship, 
good  master  Velvet- Breeches,  wrests  to  creep  into 
acquaintance. 

I  will  not  deny,  but  there  be  as  fantastical  fools 
as  yourself,  that  perhaps,  are  puffed  up  with  such 
presuming  thoughts,   and  ambitiously  aim  to  trick 
themselves   in   your  worship's  masking  suits ;    but,  • 
while  such  climb  for  great  honours,  they  often  fall  to 
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great  shames.  It  may  be  thereupon  you  bring  in 
Honos  alii  Aries,  but  I  guess  your  mastership  never 
tried  what  true  honour  meant,  that  truss  it  up  within 
the  compass  of  a  pair  of  velvet-breeches,  and  place 
it  in  thearrogancy  of  the  heart :  No,  no,  say  honour 
is  idolatry,  for  they  make  fools  of  themselves,  and 
idols  of  their  carcasses ;  but  he  that  valueth  honour 
so,  shall  read  a  lecture  out  of  Apuleius'  Golden  Ass, 
to  learn  him  more  wit  But  now,  sir,  by  your  leave, 
a  blow  with  your  next  argument,  which  is,  that 
merchants  hazard  their  goods  and  lives  to  be 
acquainted  with  your  mastership.  Indeed  you  are 
awry,  for  wise  men  frequent  marts  for  profit,  not  for 
pride,  unless  it  be  some,  that  by  wearing  of  velvet- 
breeches,  and  apparel  too  high  for  their  calling,  have 
proved  bankrupts  in  their  youth,  and  have  been  glad 
in  their  age  to  desire  my  acquaintance,  and  to  truss 
up  their  tails  in  homespun  russet  Whereas  thou 
dost  object  the  valour  of  hardy  soldiers  to  grow  for 
the  desire  of  brave  apparel.  'Tis  false;  and  I  know 
if  any  were  present,  they  would  prove  upon  thy 
bones,  that  thou  wert  a  liar  ;  for  their  country's  good, 
their  princes'  service,  the  defence  of  their  friends,  the 
hope  of  favour,  is  the  final  end  of  their  resolutions  ; 
esteeming  not  only  them,  but  the  world's  glory, 
fickle,  transitory,  and  inconstant  Shall  I  fetch  *from 
thine  own  country,  weapons  to  wound  thyself  withal  ? 
What  sayest  thou   to  Cincinnatus?    Was  he  not 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


A  Quip  for  an  Upstart  Courtier,  &c.     23 

called  to  be   Dictator  from  the  plough  ;  and,  after 
many  victories,  what  did  he  jet  up  and  down  the 
court  in  costly  garments  and  velvet-breeches  ?    No ; 
he  despised  dignity,  contemned  vain  glory  and  pride, 
and  returned  again  to  his  quiet  contented  life  in  the 
country.     How  much  did  Caius  Fadriitus  vdXn^  them 
[or]  Numa  Pompilius,  Scevola,  Scipio,  Epaminondds, 
Aristides ;   they  held  themselves  worm's  meat,  and 
counted  pride  vanity ;  and  yet  thou  art  not  ashamed 
to  say,  thou  art  the  end  of  soldier's  worthy  honour. 
I  tell .  thee,  saucy  skipjack,   it  was  a  good  and  a 
blessed  time  here  in  England,  when  King  Stephen 
wore  a  pair  of  cloth-breeches,^  of  a  noble  a  pair,  and 
thought  them   passing  costly:    then  did  he   count 
Westminster-hall  too  little  to  be  his  dining-chamber, 
and  his  alms  was  not  bare  bones,  instead  of  broken 
meat ;   but  lusty  chines  of  beef  fell  into  the  poor 
man's  basket     Then  charity  flourished  in  the  court, 
and  young  courtiers  strove  to  exceed  one  another  in 
virtue,  not  in  bravery.      They  rode,  not  with  fans  to 
ward  their  faces  from  the  wind,  but  with  burganet*  to 

'King  Stephen's  Breeches. — Vide  Othello,  act  ii,  s.  3 ;  also  Percy's 
Reliquei,  vol.  i,  p.  188. 

King  Stephen  was  a  worthy  peer, 

His  breeches  cost  him  but  a  crown ; 
He  held  them  sixpence  all  too  dear, 
With  that  he  call'd  the  tailor-lown. 

He  was  a  wight  of  high  renown, 

And  thou  art  but  of  low  degree : 
'Tis  pride  that  pulls  the  country  down, 

Then  take  thine  auld  cloak  about  tbec^ 

'BURGANET,  a  kind  of  ancient  helmet. 
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resist  the  stroke  of  a  battle-axe  :  they  could  then 
better  exhort  a  soldier  to  armour,  than  court  a  lady 
with  amorets;  they  caused  the  trumpet  to  sound 
them  points  of  war,  not  poets  to  write  them  wanton 
elegies  of  love ;  they  sought  after  honourable  fame, 
but  hunted  not  after  fading  honour  ;  which  distinc- 
tion, by  the  way,  take  thus  :  there  be  some  that  seek 
honour,  and  some  are  sought  after  by  honour.  Such 
upstarts  as  fetch  their  pedigree  from  their  father  s 
ancient  leather  apron,  and  creep  into  the  court  with 
great  humility,  ready  at  the  first  basciare  li piedi  di  la 
vostra  signioriay  having  gotten  the  countenance  of 
some  nobleman,  will  straight  be  a  kindred  to  Cad- 
wallader,  and  swear  his  great  grand-mother  was  one 
of  the  burgesses  of  the  parliament  house :  will,  at 
last,  steal  by  degrees  into  some  credit  by  their 
double  diligence,  and  then  wind  some  worshipful 
place,  as  far  as  a  hungry  sow  can  smell  a  sir- 
reverence,  and  then,  with  all  their  friends,  seek  day 
and  night,  with  coin  and  countenance,  till  they  have 
got  it. 

"Others  there  be,  whom  honour  itself  seeks, 
and  such  be  they  whom  virtue  doth  frame  fit  for  that 
purpose ;  that  rising  by  high  deserts,  (as  learning  or 
valour,)  merit  more  than  either  they  look  for,  or 
their  prince  hath  any  ease  conveniently  to  bestow  on 
them.  Such  honour  seeks  ;  and  they,  with  a  blush- 
ing conscience,  entertain  him  :  be  they  never  so  high 
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in  favour,  yet  they  beg  no  office,  as  the  shameless 
upstart  doth  ;  that  hath  a  hungry  eye  to  spy  out,  an 
impudent  face  to  sue,  and  a  flattering  tongue  to 
entreat,  for  some  void  place  of  worship,  which  little 
belonged  to  them,  if  the  prince  intended  to  bestow 
offices  for  virtue,  not  favour.  Other,  Master  Velvet- 
Breeches,  there  be  of  your  crew,  that  pinch  their 
bellies  to  polish  their  backs  ;  that  keep  their  maws 
empty,  to  fill  their  purses ;  that  have  no  show  of 
gentility  but  a  velvet  slop ;  who,  by  poling  or 
selling  of  land  that  their  father  left,  will  bestow  all 
to  buy  an  office  about  the  court,  that  they  may  be 
worshipful ;  extorting  from  the  poor,  to  raise  up 
their  money,  that  the  base  deceiving  companions 
have  laid  out  to  have  an  office  of  some  countenance 
and  credit,  wherein  they  may  have  of  me  better 
than  themselves,  be  termed  by  the  name  of 
"Worship."  The  last,  whom  virtue  pleadeth  for, 
and  neither  silver,  gold,  friends,  nor  favour 
advanceth,  be  men  of  great  worth  ;  such  as  are 
thought  of  worship,  and  unwillingly  entertain  her, 
rather  vouchsafing  proffered  honour  for  their  country's 
cause,  than  for  any  proud  opinion  of  hoped-for 
preferment  Blessed  are  such  lands  whose  officers 
are  so  placed,  and  where  the  prince  promoteth  not 
for  coin  nor  countenance,  but  for  his  worthy  de- 
serving virtues. 
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"But,  leaving  this  by-talk,  methought  I  heard 
you  say,  Signior  Velvet- Breeches,  that  you  were  the 
father  of  mechanical  arts ;  and  handicrafts  were 
found  out,  to  foster  your  bravery.  In  faith,  Grood- 
man  goosecap,  you  that  are  come  from  the  start-ups, 
and  therefore  is  called  an  up-start,  quasi,  start-up 
from  clouted  shoon ;  your  lips  hung  in  your  light 
when  you  brought  forth  this  logic.  For,  I  hope, 
there  is  none  so  simple,  but  knows  that  handicrafts 
and  occupations  grew  for  necessity,  not  pride  ;  that 
men's  inventions  waxed  sharp,  to  profit  the  common- 
wealth, not  to  prank  up  themselves  in  bravery.  I 
pray  you,  when  Tubal-Cain  invented  tempering  of 
metals ;  had  he  velvet-breeches  to  wear  "i  In 
sadness,  what  was  your  worship  when  his  brother 
found  out  the  accords  and  discords  of  music  hidden 
in  hell,  and  not  yet  thought  on  by  the  devil,  to  cast 
forth  a  bait  to  bring  many  proud  fools  to  ruin  ? 

"  Indeed,  I  cannot  deny,  but  your  worship  hath 
brought  in  Deceit  as  a  journeyman  into  all  com- 
panies, and  made  that  a  subtle  craft,  which  while  I 
was  holden  in  esteem  was  but  a  simple  mystery. 
Now  every  trade  hath  his  sleights,  to  slubber  up  his 
work  to  the  eye,  and  to  make  it  good  to  the  sale, 
howsoever  it  proves  in  the  wearing.  The  shoe- 
maker cares  not  if  his  shoes  hold  the  drawing  on  : 
the  tailor  sews  with  hot  needle  and  burnt  thread. 
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Tush,  pride  has  banished  conscience,  and  velvet- 
breeches  honesty ;  and  every  servile  drudge  must 
ruffle  in  his  silks,  or  else  he  is  not  suitable. 

"  The  world  was  not  so  d  principio  :  for  when 
velvet  was  worn  but  in  kings'  taps,  then  Conscience 
was  not  a  broom-man  in  Kent-street,^  but  a  courtier ; 
then  the  farmer  was  content  his  son  should  hold  the 
plough,  and  live  as  he  had  done  betore :  beggars 
then  feared  to  aspire,  and  the  higher  sort  scorned  to 
envy.  Now  every  lout  must  have  his  son  a  court- 
noil,^  and  those  dunghill  drudges  wax  so  proud,  that 
they  will  presume  to  wear  on  their  feet  what  kings 
have  worn  on  their  heads.  A  clown's  son  must  be 
clapped  in  a  velvet  pantofle,  and  a  velvet  breech  ; 
though  the  presumptuous  ass  be  drowned  in  the 
mercer's  book,'  and  make  a  convey  of  all  his  lands  to 
usurer  for  commodities  :  yea,  the  fop  must  go  like  a 


*Kent  Street,  in  the  Borough,  proverbial  for  the  poverty  of  its 
inhabitants,  who  were  chiefly  of  the  wandering  tribe.  When  Mr.  Harman, 
the  author  of  "A  Caveat  or  Warning  for  Common  Cursetors,"  tlwught\x\& 
great  copper  cauldron  stolen  from  him  in  1565,  he  tells  us  :  **  I  then  imme- 
diately the  next  day  sent  one  of  my  men  to  London  and  there  gave  warning 
in  Southwark,  Kent-street  and  Bermondsey,  to  all  the  tinkers  there  dwelling, 
that  if  such  a  cauldron  came  thither  to  be  sold,  the  bringer  thereof  should  be 
stayed,  and  promised  twenty  shillings  reward."  A  Kent-street  Eject- 
ment.— To  take  away  the  street  door  and  windows  :  a  method  practised  by 
landlords  when  the  tenants  are  in  arrears  for  rent 

■CouRTNOLL. — A  contemptuous  name  for  a  courtier. 

•Drowned  in  the  Mercer's  Book,  i.^.,  deeply  indebted,  "over 
head  and  ears  in  debt." 
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gallant  for  a  while ;  although,  at  last,  in  his  age  he  beg. 
But,  indeed,  such  young  youths,  when  the  broker 
hath  blest  them  with  saint  Needam*s-cross,^  fall 
then  to  privy  lifts*  and  cozenages  ;  and,  when  their 
credit  i^  utterly  cracked,  they  practise  some  bad  shift, 
and  so  come  to  a  shameful  end. 

"  Lastly,  Whereas  thou  sayest  thou  art  a  severe 
censor  to  punish  sins,  (as  austere  as  Cato  to  correct 
vice ;)  of  truth,  I  hold  thee  so  in  penal  statutes, 
when  thou  hast  begged  the  forfeit  of  the  prince. 
But  such  correction  is  open  extortion  and  oppression 
of  the  poor ;  nor  can  I  compare  it  better.  Master 
Velvet- Breech,  than  to  the  wolf  chastising  the  lamb 
for  disturbing  the  fountain,  or  the  Devil  casting  forth 
devils  through  the  power  of  Belzebub.  And  thus 
much,  courteous  sir,  I  have  said,  to  display  the  follies 
of  mine  adversary  and  to  show  the  right  of  mine 
own  interest" 

"  Why  then,  (quoth  I,)  if  you  have  both  said,  it 
resteth  but  that  we  had  some  to  empanel  upon  a 
jury,  and  then  no  doubt  but  the  verdict  would  soon 
be  given  on  one  side." 

^Needam's  Cross,  usually  Needham's  shore,  an  indigent  situation.     An 
allusion  chiefly  to  the  first  part  of  the  word,  namely  need, 

*'  Soon  less  line  host  at  Needham's  shore 
To  crave  the  b^gar's  boon. " 

Tusser,  1672,  p.  128. 

"Lifts. ^Thieves.     Wc  still  retain  the  term  shop-lifter.    See  top  line 
but  one  on  page  33,  "a  receiver  for  lifts,'* 
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As  thus  I  was  talking  to  them,  I  might  see 
coming  down  the  hill  a  brave  dapper  Dick,  quaintly 
attired  in  velvet  and  satin,  and  a  cloak  of  cloth  rash,^ 
with  a  cambric  ruff  as  smoothly  set,  and  he  as 
neatly  sponged,  as  if  he  had  been  a  bridegroom  :  only 
I  guessed  by  his  pace  afar  off  he  should  be  a  tailor ; 
his  head  was  holden  up  so  pert,  and  his  legs  shackle 
hammed,  as  if  his  knees  had  been  laced  to  his  thighs 
with  points.  Coming  more  near  indeed,  I  spied  a 
tailor's  morris-pike  on  his  breast — a  Spanish  needle ! 
and  then  I  fitted  my  salutations,  not  to  his  suits  but 
to  his  trade,  and  encountered  him  by  a  threadbare 
courtesy,  as  if  I  had  known  him,  and  asked  him  of 
what  occupation  he  was  ?  "A  tailor,"  quoth  he. 
"  Marry  then,  my  friend,  (quoth  I,)  you  are  the  more 
welcome,  for  here  is  a  great  quarrel  arose  betwixt 
Velvet- Breeches  and  Cloth- ^reeches  for  the  pre- 
rogative in  England  :  the  matter  is  grown  to  an 
issue,  there  must  a  jury  be  empanelled,  and  I  would 
desire  and  entreat  you  to  be  one  of  the  quest." 

"  Not  so,  (quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  I  challenge 
him."  "  And  why  ?  (quoth  I  ;)  what  reason  have 
you,  doth  he  not  make  them  both  ?"  "  Yes,  (quoth 
he,)  but  his  gains  is  not  alike.  Alas !  by  me  he 
getteth  small ;  only  he  is  paid  for  his  workmanship, 
unless  by  misfortune  his  shears  slip  away,  and  then 


^Rash.^A  kind  of  inferior  silk. 
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his  vails  is  but  a  shred  of  home-spun  cloth  ;  whereas 
in  making  of  velvet-breeches,  where  there  is  required 
silk  lace,  cloth  of  gold,  of  silver,  and  such  costly  stuff, 
to  welt,  guard,  whip-stitch,  edge,  face,  and  draw  out, 
that  the  vails  of  one  velvet-breech  is  more  than 
twenty  pair  of  mine.  I  hope  there  is  no  tailor  so 
precise,  but  he  can  play  the  cook,  and  lick  his  own 
fingers  :  though  he  look  up  to  heaven,  yet  he  can 
cast  large  shreds  of  sixth  rich  stuff  into  hell,* 
under  his  shop-board.  Beside,  he  sets  down, 
like  the  clerk  of  the  check,  a  large  bill  of 
reckonings,  which,  for  he  keeps  long  in  his  pocket, 
he  so  powders  for  stinking,  that  the  young  upstart, 
that  needs  it,  feels  it  salt  in  his  stomach  a  month 
after.  Beside,  sir,  Velvet- Breeches  hath  advanced 
him  :  for,  whereas,  in  my  time,  he  was  counted  but 
Goodman  Tailor ;  now  he  has  grown,  since  Velvet- 
Breeches  came  in,  to  be  called  a  Merchant  or  Gen- 
tleman Merchant- Tailor,  giving  arms  and  the  holy 
lamb  in  his  crest,  where  before  he  had  no  other 
cognisance  but  a  plain  Spanish  needle  with  a  Welsh 
cricket  on  the  top.     Since  then  his  gain  is  so  great, 


*Hell. — A  tailor's  repository  for  cloth,  stuff,  or  silk  purloined  firom  their 
employers,  which  they  deposit  in  a  place  called  hell,  or  their  eye.  From  the 
first,  when  taxed  with  their  knavery,  they  equivocally  swear,  that  if  they  have 
taken  any  they  wish  they  may  find  it  in  hell/  or,  alluding  to  the  second 
protest,  that  what  they  have  over  and  above  is  not  more  than  they  could  put 
in  their  eye.    Now  generally  termed  cabbage. 
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and  his  honour  s6  advanced  by  Velvet- Breeches,  I 
will  not  trust  his  conscience,  nor  shall  he  come  upon 
my  jury." 

"  Indeed,  you  have  some  reason,  (quoth  I);  but 
perhaps  the  tailor  doth  this  upon  mere  devotion  to 
punish  pride ;  and  having  no  other  authority  nor 
mean,  thinks  it  best  to  pinch  them  by  the  purse 
and  make  them  pay  well,  as  to  ask  twice  so  much 
silk  lace  and  other  stuff  as  would  suffice,  and  yet  to 
over-reach  my  young  master  with  a  bill  of  reckoning 
that  will  make  him  scratch  where  it  itcheth  not. 
Herein  I  hold  the  tailor  for  a  necessary  member,  to 
teach  young  novices  the  way  to  weeping  cross^ ;  that 
when  they  have  wasted  what  their  fathers  left  them 
by  pf ide,  they  may  grow  sparing  and  humble  by  in- 
ferred poverty.  And,  by  this  reason,  the  tailor 
plays  God's  part ;  he  exalteth  the  poor,  and  pulleth 
down  the  proud  ;  for,  of  a  wealthy  esquire's  son,  he 
makes  a  thread-bare  beggar;  and  of  a  scornful  tailor, 
he  sets  up  an  upstart  scurvy  gentleman.  Yet,  seeing 
you  have  made  a  reasonable  challenge  to  him,  the 
tailor  shall  be  none  of  the  quest." 

As   I  bade  him  stand  by,  there  was  coming 
alongst  the  valley  towards  us  a  square  set  fellow 

*  Weeping  Cross. — To  return,  or  come  home,  by  Weeping  Cross,  was 
a  proverbial  expression  for  deeply  lamenting  an  undertaking. 

**  He  that  goes  out  with  often  loss. 
At  last  comes  home  by  Weeping  Cross," 
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well  fed  and  briskly  appareled,  in  a  black  taffata 
doublet  and  a  spruce  leather  jerkin  with  crystal 
buttons ;  a  cloak  faced  afore  with  velvet,  and  a 
Coventry  cap  of  the  finest  wool ;  his  face  something 
ruby  blush,  cherry-cheeked,  like  a  shred  of  scarlet  or 
a  little  darker,  like  the  lees  of  old  claret  wine;  a  nose, 
autem  nose,  purpled  preciously  with  pearl  and  stone, 
like  a  counterfeit  work;  and  between  the  filthy  reumi- 
cast  of  his  blood-shotten  snout,  there  appeared  small 
holes,  whereat  worms-heads  peeped,  as  if  they  meant 
by  their  appearance  to  preach,  and  shew  the  anti- 
quity and  ancienty  of  his  house. 

This  fiery-faced  churl  had  upon  his  fingers  as 
many  gold  rings  as  would  furnish  a  goldsmith's  shop, 
or  beseem  a  pander  of  long  profession  to  wear.  Won- 
dering what  companion  this  should  be,  I  enquired,  of 
what  occupation  he  was  ?  "  Marry,  sir,  (quoth  he,)  a 
broker ;  why  do  you  ask,  have  you  any  pawns  at  my 
house  ?"  "  No,  (quoth  I,)  nor,  by  the  help  of  God, 
never  will  have ;  but  the  reason  is  to  have  you  upon 
a  jury."  At  this  word,  before  I  could  enter  my  dis- 
course unto  him.  Velvet- Breeches  started  up,  and 
swore  he  should  be  none  of  the  quest,  for  he  would 
challenge  him.  "  And  why,  (quoth  I,)  what  know 
you  by  him  ?"  This  base  churl  is  one  of  the  moths 
of  the  commonwealth  ;  beside,  he  is  the  spoil  of 
young  gentlemen,  a  blood-sucker  of  the  poor,  as 
thirsty  as  a  horseleach,  that  will  never  leave  drink- 
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ing  while  he  burst ;  a  knave  that  hath  interest  in  the 
leases  of  forty  bawdy-houses,  a  receiver  for  lifts,  and 
a  dishonourable  supporter  of  cutpurses :  to  conclude, 
he  was  gotten  by  an  incubus  a  he-devil,  and  brought 
forth  by  an  overworn  refuse,  that  had  spent  her 
youth  under  the  ruins  of  Bowdies  barn." 

"O  monstrous  invective!  (quoth  I;)  what 
reason  have  ye  to  be  thus  bitter  against  him?"  "Oh, 
the  villain  (quoth  he)  is  the  Devil's  factor,  sent  from 
hell  to  torment  young  gentlemen  upon  earth  :  he 
hath  fetched  me  over  in  his  time,  only  in  pawns,  in 
ten  thousand  pound  in  gold.  Suppose  as  gentlemen, 
through  their  liberal  minds,  may  want  that  I  need, 
money ;  let  me  come  to  him  with  a  pawn  worth  ten 
pound,  he  will  not  lend  upon  it  above  three  pound, 
and  he  will  have  a  bill  of  sale,  and  twelve-pence  in 
the  pound  for  every  month  ;  so  that  it  comes  to 
sixteen-pence,  since  the  bill  must  monthly  be 
renewed ;  and  if  you  break  but  your  day  set  down  in 
the  bill  of  sale,  your  pawn  is  lost,  as  full  bought  and 
sold,  you  turned  out  of  your  goods,  and  he  an  un- 
conscionable gainer.  Suppose  the  best,  you  keep 
your  day ;  yet  paying  sixteen-pence  a  month  for 
twenty  shillings,  you  pay  as  good  for  the  loan  as 
fourscore  in  the  hundred  :  Is  not  this  monstrous 
exacting  upon  gentlemen  ?  Beside,  the  knave  will 
be  diligently  attending  and  waiting  at  dicing-houses 
where  we  may  be  at  play,  and  there  he  is  ready  to  lend 
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the  loser  money  upon  rings  and  chains,  apparel,  or 
any  other  good  pawn ;  but  the  poor  gentleman  pays 
so  dear  for  the  lavender^  it  is  laid  up  in,  that  if  it  lie 
long  at  a  broker's  house,  he  seems  to  buy  his 
apparel  twice.  Nay,  this  worm-eaten  wretch  hath 
deeper  pitfalls  yet  to  entrap  youth  in ;  for  he,  being 
acquainted  with  a  young  gentleman  of  fair  living, 
in  issue  of  good  parents,  or  assured  possibility, 
soothes  him  in  his  monstrous  expenses,  and  says  he 
carries  the  mind  of  a  gentleman;  promising,  if  he 
want,  he  shall  not  lack  for  a  hundred  pounds  or  two, 
if  the  gentleman  need.  Then  hath  my  broker  an 
usurer  at  hand,  as  ill  as  himself,  and  he  brings  the 
money,  but  they  tie  the  poor  soul  in  such  Darbies 
bands,'  what  with  receiving  ill  commodities'  and 
forfeitures  upon  the  bond,  that  they  dub  him  *  Sir 
John  had  Land,'  before  they  leave  him  ;  and  share, 
like  wolves,  the  poor  novice's  wealth  betwixt  them 
as  a  prey.  He  is,  sir,  (to  be  brief,)  a  bowsy  bawdy 
miser,  good    for   none   but  himself  and  his  trug*; 

^Lavender. — "To  lay  in  lavender^*  was  a  current  phrase  for  to  pawn, 

because  things  pawned  are  carefully  laid  by,  like  clothes  which,  to  keep  them 

sweet,  have  lavender  scattered  among  them. 

"Good  faith,  rather  than  thou  should 'st  pawn  a  rag  more,  I'll  lay  my 
ladyship  in  lavender ^  if  I  knew  ^wYitrQ.^*  —  Eastward  Hoe. 

"Darbies  bands. — Darby,  ready  money ;  Band,  bond ;  commodities, 

goods  taken  as  cash. 

•Trug. — A  trull,  or  concubine. 

**  Steepy  ways  by  which  I  waded. 
And  those  trugs  with  which  I  traded." 

Drunken  Ba/maby't  Fow  Journeys,  part  4. 
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a  carV  that  hath  a  filthy  carcase  without  a  con- 
science ;  a  body  of  a  man,  wherein  an  infernal  spirit 
instead  of  a  soul  doth  inhabit ;  the  scum  of  the  seven 
deadly  sins,  an  enemy  to  all  good  minds,  a  devourer 
of  young  gentlemen ;  and,  to  conclude,  my  mortatl 
enemy ;  and  therefore  admit  of  my  challenge,  and 
let  him  be  none  of  the  jury." 

Truly,  (quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  and  I  am  will- 
ing he  should  be  discarded  too,  for,  were  thete  Hot  bad 
broker*,  (I  will  not  condemn  all,)  there  would  be 
less  filching  and  fewer  thievfes  ;  for  they  receive  all 
is  brought  them  and  buy  that  for  a  crown  that  is 
worth  twenty  shillings ;  desire  of  gain  binds  their 
conscience,  and  they  care  not  how  it  is  cortie  by, 
so  they  buy  it  cheaf).  Beside,  they  extort  upon  the 
poor  that  are  enforced,  through  extreme  want,  to 
pawn  their  clothes  and  household  stuff,  their  pewter 
and  brass ;  and  if  the  poor  souls,  that  labour  hard, 
miss  but  a  day,  the  base-minded  broker  takes  the 
forfeit  without  remorse  or  pity.  It  was  not  so  in 
diebus  Hits;  but  thou  proud  upstart,  Velvet- Breeches, 
hast  learned  all  Englishmen  their  villany,  and  all  to 
maintain  thy  bravery :  yea,  I  have  known  of  late, 
when  a  poor  woman  laid  a  silver  thimble,  that  was 
sent  her  from  her  friends  for  a  token,  to  pawn  for 
six-pence,  and  the  broker  made  her  pay  a  halfpenny 

*Cabx.— A  chttrl 
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for  six-pence.  Since,  then,  his  conscience  is  so  bad, 
let  him  be  shuffled  out  amongst  the  knaves,  for  a 
discarding  card." 

**  Content,"  quoth  I ;  and  bade  the  broker  stand 
back ;  when  there  were  even  at  my  heels  three  in  a 
cluster,  pert  youths  all,  and  neatly  tired.  I  ques- 
tioned them  what  they  were  ?  and  the  one  said  he 
was  a  barber,  the  other  a  surgeon,  and  the  third  an 
apothecary. 

"  How  like  you  of  these  ?  (quoth  I ;)  shall  they 
be  of  your  jury  ?"  "  Of  the  jury !  (quoth  Cloth- 
Breeches  :)  never  a  one  by  my  consent,  for  I 
challenge  them  all."  "  Your  reason,  (quoth  I,)  and 
then  you  shall  have  my  verdict"  "  Marry,  (quoth 
Cloth- Breeches,)  first,  to  the  barber :  he  cannot  be 
but  a  partial  man  on  Velvet- Breeches  side  ;  since  he 
gets  more  by  one  time  dressing  of  him,  than  by  ten 
times  dressing  of  me.  I  come  plain  to  be  polled, 
and  to  have  my  beard  cut,  and  pay  him  two  pence  : 
Velvet- Breeches,  he  sits  down  in  the  chair,  wrapped 
in  fine  clothes ;  as  though  the  barber  were  about 
to  make  him  a  foot-cloth  for  the  Vicar  of  Saint 
Fools ;  then  begins  he  to  take  his  scissors  in  his 
hand,  and  his  comb,  and  so  to  snap  with  them  as  if 
he  meant  to  give  a  warning  to  all  the  lice  in  his 
nitty  locks  for  to  prepare  themselves,  for  the  day  of 
their  destruction  was  at  hand.  Then  comes  he  out 
a  week  for  it;   which  comes  to  two  shillings  a  year, 
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with  his  fustian  eloquence,^  and,  making  a  low  conge, 
saith,   *  Sir,  will    you  have  your  worship's  hair  cut 

*  after  the  Italian  manner,  short  and  round  ;  and  then 

*  frownst  with  the  curling  irons,  to  make  it  look  like 

*  to  a  half-moon  in  a  mist  ?  or,  like  a  Spaniard,  long 

*  at  the  ears,  and  curled  like  to  the  two  ends  of  an  old 

*  cast  perriwig  ?     Or,  will  you  be  Frenchified,  with 

*  a  love-lock*  down  to  your  shoulders,  wherein  you 

*  may  wear  your  mistress's  favour  ?      The  English 

*  cut  is  base,    and  gentlemen   scorn  it ;    novelty  is 

*  dainty  :    speak  the  word,  sir ;  my  scissors  are  ready 

*  to  execute  your  worship  s  will.'      His  head  being 
once  dressed,    (which    requires,    in    combing    and 

^Fustian    Eloquence.— An  inflated  style  of  speaking;   bombastic, 
pompous.  « 

'Love  Lock. — A  pendant  lock  of  hair,  often  plaited  and  tied  with  a 

ribbon  and  hanging  down  at  the  ear,  which  was  a  very  prevalent  fashion  in 

the  age  of  Shakespeare,  and  afterwards.      Charles  the  First,  and  many  of  his 

courtiers,  wore  them.     This  lock  was  worn  on  the  left  side,  and  hung  down 

by  the  shoulder,  considerably  longer  than  the  rest  of  the  hair,  sometimes  even 

to  the  girdle.      Against  this  fashion  William  Prynne  wrote  **  The  Unlove- 

l3mess  of  Love-locks,  1628,  in  which  he  considered  them  very  ungodly. 

** And  one  deformed  is  one  of  them  :  I  know  him,  he  wears  a  lock" 

Much  Ado  About  Nathingy  iii,  3. 

Which  report  Dogberry  blunders  into  a  loch  and  key : 

*'And  also  the  watch  heard  them  talk  of  one  deformed  :    they  say  he 
wears  a  key  in  his  ear,  and  a  lock  hanging  by  it." 

Ihid,  v,  I. 

In  Ben  Jonson's  Epicane  ;  or^  The  Silent  Woman,  iv,  6,  we  have — 

**  Cen. — He  has  an  exceeding  good  eye,  madam. 
Jdav. — And  a  very  good  lock." 

**  He  lay  in  gloves  all  night,  and  this  morning  I  bought  him  a  new 
perriwig  with  a  lock  at  it. " 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Cupid't  Revenget 
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rubbing,  some  two  hours,)  he  comes  to  the  bason  ; 
then,  being  curiously  washed  with  no  worse  than  a 
camphor-ball,  he  descends  as  low  as  his  beard,  and 
asketh,  *  Whether  he  please  to  be  shaven,  or  no  ? 
'  Whether  he  will  have  his  peak  cut  short  and  sharp 
'  amiable  like  an  inamorato ;  or  broad  pendant  like  a 
'  spade,  to  be  terrible  like  a  warrior  and  a  soldado'  ? 

*  Whether  he  will  have  his  crates  cut  low,  like  a 
'juniper  bush ;  or  his  suberches  taken  away  with  a 
'  razor  ?    If  it  be  his  pleasure  to  have  his  appendices 

*  primed,  or  his  moustachios  fostered ;  to  turn 
'  about  his  ears  like  the  branches  of  a  vine  ;  or  cut 

*  down  to  the  lip  with  the  Italian  lash,  to  make  him 

*  look  like  a  half-faced  baubyn*  in  brass.'  These 
quaint  terms,  barber,  you  greet  master  Velvet- 
Breeches  withal,  and,  at  every  word,  a  snap  with  your 
scissors,  and  a  cringe  with  your  knee  ;  whereas,  when 
you  come  to  poor  Cloth- Breeches,  you  either  cut  his 
beard  at  your  own  pleasure,  or  else,  in  disdain,  ask 
him,  if  he  will  be  trimmed  with  Christ's  cut,  round, 
like  the  half  of  a  Holland  cheese  ?  mocking  both 
Christ  and  us.  For  this  your  knavery,  my  will  is 
you  shall  be  none  of  the  jury." 

For  you  master  surgeon,  the  statutes  of 
England  exempts  you  from  being  of  any  quest;  and 
beside,  alas !  I  seldom  fall  into  your  hands,  as  being 

'SOLDADO. — A  soldier  (Spanish). 
•Bauiyn. — A  baboon. 
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quiet,  and  making  no  brawls  to  have  wounds,  as 
swart  rutting  Velvet- Breeches  doth  :  neither  do  I 
frequent  whore-houses  to  catch  the  marbles,  and  so 
to  grow  your  patient  I  know  you  not,  and  there- 
fore I  appeal  to  the  statute,  you  shall  have  nothing 
to  do  with  my  matter.  And,  for  you,  master 
apothecary,  alas  !  I  look  not  once  in  seven  year  into 
your  shop ;  without  it  be  to  buy  a  pennyworth  of 
wormseed  to  give  my  child  to  drink,  or  a  little 
treacle  to  drive  out  the  measles  ;  or,  perhaps,  some 
dregs  and  powders  to  make  my  sick  horse  a  drench 
withal :  but,  for  myself,  if  I  be  ill  at  ease,  I  take  kitchen 
physic,  I  make  my  wife  my  doctor,  and  my  garden  my 
apothecary's  shop  ;  whereas  queasy  master  Velvet- 
Breeches  cannot  have  a  fart  awry,  but  he  must  have 
his  purgations,  pills,  and  glisters,  or  evacuate  by 
electuaries.  He  must,  if  the  least  spot  of  morphew^ 
come  on  his  face,  have  his  oil  of  tartar,  his  lac 
virginis,  his  camphor  dissolved  in  verjuice,  to  make 
the  fool  as  fair,  forsooth,  as  if  he  were  to  play  Maid- 
Marian  in  a  May-game,  or  morris-dance.  Tush,  he 
cannot  digest  his  meat  without  conserves,  nor  end 
his  meal  without  suckets,  nor,  (shall  I  speak  plainly  T) 
please  the  trug  his  mistress,  without  he  go  to  the 
apothecary's  ioreringion^  oleum formicarum  alatamm^ 
&  aqua  mirabilis,  of  ten  pound  a  pint     If  master 

'MoRPHEW. — A.  leprous  eruption  on  the  face. 
*£ringoes  were  formerly  considered  provocsttives* 
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Velvet- Breeches,  with  drinking  these  drugs,  hap  to 
have  a  stinking  breath  ;  then,  forsooth,  the  apothe- 
cary must  play  the  perfumer  to  make  it  sweet. 
Nay,  what  is  it  about  him,  that  he  blameth  not  nature 
for  framing,  and  formeth  it  a-new  by  art  ?  And,  in 
all  this,  who  but  Monsieur  the  apothecary  ?  There- 
fore, good  sir,  (quoth  he,)  seeing  you  have  taken 
upon  you  to  be  trier  for  the  challenges  ;  let  those 
three,  as  partial  companions,  be  packing." 

"Why,  (quoth  I,)  seeing  you  have  yielded 
such  reason  of  refusal,  let  them  stand  by."  Pre- 
sently, looking  about  for  more,  comes  stalking  down 
an  aged  grand  Sir,  in  a  black  velvet  coat,  and  a 
black  cloth  gown  welted  and  faced  :  and  after  him, 
as  I  supposed,  four  serving-men,  the  most  ill-favoured 
knaves,  methought,  that  ever  I  saw.  One  of  them 
had  on  a  buff  leather  jerkin,  all  greasy  before  with 
the  droppings  of  beer,  that  fell  from  his  beard  ;  and, 
by  his  side,  a  skein'  like  a  brewers  boung-knife^ ;  and 
muffled  he  was  in  a  cloak  turned  over  his  nose,  as 
though  he  had  been  ashamed  to  show  his  face. 
The  second  had  a  belly  like  a  bucking-tub,  and  a 
threadbare  black  coat  unbuttoned  before  upon  the 
breast,  whereon  the  map  of  drunkenness  was  drawn, 
with  the  bawdy  and  bowsy  excrements  that  dropped 
from  his  filthy  leaking  mouth.  The  third  was  a 
long,  lean,   old,    slavering  slangrill,   with  a   Brazil 

'Skein,  a  short  dagger.    Bo u no,  a  pocket. 
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staff  in  the  one  hand,  and  a  whipcord  in  the  other ; 
so  purblind,  that  he  had  like  to  have  stumbled 
upon  the  company,  before  he  saw  them.  The 
fourth  was  a  fat  chuff,  with  a  sour  look,  in  a  black 
cloak  faced  with  taffata ;  and,  by  his  side,  a  great 
side-pouch  like  a  falconer.  For  their  faces,  all  four 
seemed  to  be  brethren  ;  they  were  so  bombasted 
with  the  flocks^  of  strong  beer,  and  lined  with  the  lees 
of  old  sack,  that  they  looked  like  four  blown 
bladders  painted  over  with  red  ochre,  *  or  washed 
over  with  the  suds  of  an  old  stale  dye.  All  these, 
as  well  the  master,  as  the  following  mates,  would 
have  passed  away  ;  but  that  I  stepped  before  them, 
and  enquired  first  of  the  foremost,  **What  he  was?" 
** Marry,  (quoth  he,)  a  lawyer."  "Then,  sir,  (quoth 
I,)  we  have  a  matter  in  controversy,  that  requireth 
counsel,  and  you  are  the  more  welcome."  "  What 
is  it.^"  quoth  he.  "Marry,  (said  I,)  whether  Cloth- 
Breeches,  or  Velvet- Breeches,  are  of  more  worth ; 
and  which  of  them  hath  the  best  title  to  be  resident 
in  England  ?"  At  this  the  lawyer  smiled ;  and 
Velvet- Breeches,  stepping  forth,  took  acquaintance 
of  him,  and,  commending  his  honesty,  said,  there 
could  not  be  a  man  of  better  indifferency  of  the 
jury.  When  Cloth- Breeches,  stepping  in,  swore,  he 
marveled  he  was  not,  as  well  as  the  surgeon, 
exempted  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  from  being  of 

^Flocks,  sediment. 
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any  quest ;  since,  as  the  surgeon  was  without  pity,  so 
he  was  without  conscience ;  and  thereupon  inferred 
his  challenge,  saying,  **  The  lawyer  was  never  friend 
to  Cloth- Breeches.  For,  when  lowliness,  neighbour- 
hood, and  hospitality  lived  in  England,  Westminster 
Hall  was  a  dining  chamber,  riot  a  den  of  controver- 
sies ;  when  the  king  himself  was  content  to  keep  his 
Sl  George's  day  in  a  plain  pair  of  kersey  hose  ;  when 
the  duke,  earl,  lord,  knight,  gentleman,  and  esquire, 
aimed  at  virtue,  not  pride,  and  wore  such  breeches  as 
was  spun  in  his  house,  then  the  lawyer  was  a  simple 
man,  and,  in  the  highest  degree,  was  but  a  bare 
scrivener ;  except  judges  of  the  land,  which  took  in 
hand  serious  matters,  as  treasons,  murders,  felonies, 
and  such  capital  offences ;  but  seldom  was  there  any 
pleas  put  in,  before  that  upstart,  Velvet- Breeches, 
for  his  maintenance,  invented  strange  controversies  ; 
and,  since  he  began  to  domineer  in  England,  he 
hath  bussed  such  a  proud,  busy,  covetous,  and  en- 
croaching humour  into  every  man's  head,  that 
lawyers  are  grown  to  be  one  of  the  chief  limbs  of 
the  commonwealth  ;  for  they  do,  now  a  days,  de  land 
caprind  rixare,  go  to  law,  if  a  hen  do  but  scrape 
in  his  orchard.:  but,  howsoever  right  be,  might 
carries  away  the  verdict  If  a  poor  man  sue  a 
gentleman,  why  he  shoots  up  to  the  sky,  and  the 
arrow  falls  on  his  own  head  :  howsoever  the  cause 
go,  the  weakest  is  thrust  to  the  wall.     Lawyers  are 
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troubled  with  the  heat  of  the  liver,  which  makes 
the  palms  of  their  hands  so  hot,  that  they  cannot 
be  cooled,  unless  they  be  rubbed  with  the  oil  of 
angels ;  but  the  poor  man,  that  gives  but  his  bare 
fee,  or,  perhaps,  pleads  in  formd  pauperis,  he 
hunteth  for  hares  with  a  tabour,  and  gropeth  in  the 
dark  to  find  a  needle  in  a  bottle  of  hay.  Tush, 
these  lawyers  have  such  dilatory  and  foreign  pleas, 
such  demurrers,  such  quips  and  quiddits ;  that, 
beggering  their  clients,  they  purchase  to  themselves 
whole  lordships.  It  booteth  not  men  to  discourse 
their  little  conscience  and  great  extortion ;  only 
suffice  they  be  not  so  rich,  as  they  be  bad,  and  yet 
they  be  but  too  wealthy.  I  inveigh  not  against  law, 
nor  honest  lawyers,  (for  there  be  some  well  qualified,) 
but  against  extorting  ambidexters,^  that  wring  the 
poor ;  and,  because  I  know  not  whether  this  be  such 
a  one,  or  no,  I  challenge  him  not  to  be  of  my  jury.*' 
"Why  then^  (quoth  I,)  his  worship  may  depart" 
And  then  I  questioned,  "What  he  in  the  buff  jerkin 
was?''  "Marry,  (quoth  he,)  I  ama  serjeant"  He 
had  no  sooner  said  so,  but  Velvet- Breeches  leaped 
back,  and,  drawing  his  rapier,  swore  he  did  not  only 
challenge  him  for  his  jury,  but  protested,  if  he 
stirred  one  foot  toward  him,  he  would  make  him  eat 

*  Ambidexter. — One  who  uses  both  hands  with  equal  facility ;  a  double 
dealer.  It  is  applied  to  a  lawyer  who  takes  fees  from  both  plaintiff  and 
defendants 
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a  piece  of  his  poignard.      "  And  what  is  the  reason, 
(quoth  I,)  that  there  is  such  mortal  hatred  betwixt 
you  and  the  serjeant  ?"      "  Oh,  sir,  (quoth  Velvet- 
Breeches,)    search  him ;    and,    I   warrant   you,   the 
knave  hath  precept  upon  precept  to  arrest  me  ;  hath 
worn  his  mace  smooth,  with  only  clapping  it  upon 
my  shoulder,  he  hath  had  me  under  coram  so  often. 
Oh !    the   reprobate  is  the  usurer's  executioner, '  to 
bring  such  gentlemen  to  limboy   as  he  hath  over- 
thrown with  his  base  brokerage  and  bad  commo- 
dities ;  and,  as  you  see  him  a  fat  knave  with  a  foggy 
face,  wherein  a  cup  of  old  sack  hath  set  a  seal,  to 
mark  the  bowsy  drunkard  to  die  of  the  dropsy,  so 
his  conscience  is  consumed,  and  his  heart  robbed  of 
all  remorse  and  pity,  that  for  money  he  will  betray 
his  own  father  ;  for,  will  a  cormorant  but  fee  him  to 
arrest  a  young  gentleman,  the  rakehell  will  be  so 
eager  to  catch  him,  as  a  dog  to  take  a  bear  by  the 
ears  in  Paris-Garden^ ;   and,  when  he  hath  laid  hold 
upon   him,    he   useth    him    as    courteously,    as    a 
butcher's    cur    would  do  an  ox-cheek  when  he  is 
hungry  :  if  he  see  the  gentleman  hath  money  in  his 
purse,  then  straight  with  a  cap  and  knee  he  carries 
him  to  the  tavern,  and  bids  him  send  for  some  of 

^Paris  Gardens.— a  famous  bear  garden  on  the  Bankside,  contiguous 
to  the  Globe  Theatre  ;  so  called  from  Bohert  de  Paris,  who  had  a  house  and 
garden  there  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the  Second. 

**  Do  you  take  the  court  for  Pwn%  gardens,  ye  rude  slaves  ?" 

Henry  VIII,  v,  3, 
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his  friends  to  bail  him ;  but  first  he  covenants  to 
have  some  brace  of  angels  for  his  pains,  and, 
besides,  he  calls  for  wine  as  greedily,  as  if  the 
knave's  'mother  had  been  broached  against  a  hogs- 
head when  he  was  begotten :  but  suppose  the 
gentleman  wants  pence,  he  will  either  have  a  pawn, 
or  else  drag  him  to  the  Counter,  without  respect  of 
manhood  or  honesty.  I  should  spend  the  whole 
day  with  displaying  his  villanies,  therefore  briefly 
let  this  suffice  ?  he  was  never  made  by  the  consent 
of  God,  but  his  slovenly  carcase  was  framed  by  the 
devil,  of  the  rotten  carrion  of  a  wolf,  and  his  soul 
of  an  usurer  s  damned  ghost,  turned  out  of  hell  into 
his  body,  to  do  monstrous  wickedness  again  upon 
the  earth,  so  that  he  shall  be  none  of  my  jury, 
neither  shall  he  come  nearer  me  than  the  length  of 
my  rapier  will  suffer  him." 

"  Indeed,  (quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  generally 
Serjeants  be  bad  ;  but  there  be  amongst  them  some 
honest  men,  that  will  do  their  duties  with  lawful 
favour :  for,  to  say  truth,  if  serjeants  were  not,  how 
should  men  come  by  their  debts  ?  Marry,  they  are 
so  cruel  in  their  office,  that  if  they  arrest  a  poor 
man,  they  will  not  suffer  him,  if  he  hath  no  money, 
to  stay  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  talk  with  his 
creditor;  although,  perhaps,  at  the  meeting,  they 
might  take  composition ;  but  only  to  the  Counter 
yfith   him,    unless   he   will    lay   his   pewter,    brass, 
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coverlets,  sheets,  or  such  household  stuff  to  them,  for 
pawn  of  payment  of  some  coin  for  their  staying : 
therefore  let  him  depart  out  of  the  place,  for  his 
room  is  better  than  his  company/'  "Well  then, 
(quoth  I,)  what  say  you  to  these  three?"  And 
with  that  I  questioned  their  names  :  the  one  said  he 
was  a  summoner,  the  other  a  gaoler,  and  the  third 
an  informer.  **  Jesus  bless  me  f  (quoth  Cloth- 
Breeches,)  what  a  gang  was  here  gathered  together  : 
no  doubt  hell  is  broke  loose,  and  the  devil  means  to 
keep  holiday :  I  make  challenge  against  them 
all,  as  against  worse  men  than  those  that  gave 
evidence  against  Christ !  For  the  summoner,  it 
boots  me  to  say  little  more  against  him,  than 
Chaucer  did  in  his  Canturbury  Tales,  who 
said,  '  He  was  a  *  knave,  a  briber,  and  a  bawd/ 
But  leaving  that  authority,  although  it  be  authen- 
tical,  yet  thus  much  I  can  say  of  myself,  that  these 
drunken  drowsy  sons  go  a-touting  abroad  (as  they 
themselves  term  it),  which  is  to  hear  if  any  man 
hath  got  his  maid  with  child,  or  plays  the  goodfellow 
with  his  neighbour  s  wife  :  if  he  find  a  hole  in  any 
man's  coat  that  is  of  wealth,  then  he  hath  his 
peremptory  citation  ready  to  cite  him  unto  the 
archdeacon's,  or  official's  court ;  there  to  appear  and 
abide  the  shame  and  penalty  of  the  law.  The  man, 
perhaps,  in  good  credit  with  his  neighbours,  loath  to 
bring  his  name  in  question,  greaseth  the  summoned 
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in  the  fist,  and  then  he  wipes  him  out  of  the  book, 
and  suffers  him  to  get  twenty  with  child,  so  he  keep 
him  warm  in  the  hand  :  he  hath  a  saying  to  wanton 
wives,  and  they  are  his  good  dames,  and  as  long  as 
they  feed  him  with  cheese,  bacon,  capons,  and  such 
odd  reversions,  they  are  honest ;  and,  be  they  never 
so  bad,  he  swears  to  the  official,  complaints  are 
made  upon  envy,  and  the  women  of  good  behaviour. 
Tush,  what  bawdry  is  it  He  will  not  suffer,  so  he  may 
have  money  and  good  cheer ;  and,  if  he  like  the 
wench  well,  a  snatch  himself  ?  for  they  know  all  the 
whores  in  a  country,  and  are  as  lecherous  companions 
as  may  be.  To  be  brief,  the  summoner  lives  upon 
sins  of  people,  and,  out  of  harlotry,  gets  he  all  his 
commodity.  As  for  the  gaoler,  although  I  have 
been  little  troubled  in  prison  to  have  experience  of 
his  knavery,  yet  have  I  heard  the  poor  prisoners 
complain  how  cruel  they  be  to  them ;  extorting,  with 
extraordinary  fees,  selling  a  double  curtail,  as  they 
call  it,  with  a  double  jug  of  beer  for  two  pence, 
which  contains  not  above  a  pint  and  a  half :  let  a 
poor  man  be  arrested  into  one  of  the  Counters, 
though  he  be  but  set  his  foot  in  them  but  half  an  hour, 
he  shall  be  almost  at  an  angels  charge  ;  what  with 
garnish,  crossing  and  wiping  out  of  the  book, 
turning  the  key,  paying  the  chamberlain,  feeing  for 
his  jury,  and  twenty  such  extortions  invented  by 
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bless  me,  gaoler,  from  your  henhouses,  as  I  will 
keep  you  from  coming  in  my  quest  And  to  you, 
Master  informer,  you  that  look  like  a  civil  citizen,  or 
some  handsome  pettifogger  of  the  law;  although 
themselves,  and  not  allowed  by  any  statute.  God 
your  crimson  nose  bewrays  you  can  sup  of  a  cool 
cup  of  sack  without  any  chewing,  yet  you  have  as 
much  sly  knavery  in  your  side  pouch  there,  as  would 
breed  the  confusion  of  forty  honest  men.  It  may 
be,  sir,  you  marvel  why  I  exclaim  against  the 
informer,  since  he  is  a  most  necessary  member  in 
the  commonwealth,  and  is  highly  to  the  prince  s 
advantage  for  the  benefit  of  penal  statutes  and  other 
abuses,  whereof  he  giveth  special  intelligence  ?  To 
wipe  out  this  doubt,  I  speak  not  against  the  office 
but  the  officer ;  against  such  as  abuse  the  law  when 
they  should  use  it ;  and  such  a  one  I  guess  this 
fellow  to  be,  by  the  carnation  tincture  of  his  ruby 
nose  :  therefore  let  us  search  his  bag,  and  see  what 
trash  you  shall  find  in  it." 

With  that,  although  the  informer  were  very 
loath,  yet  we  plucked  out  the  stuffing  of  his  pouch, 
and  in  it  was  found  a  hundred  and  odd  writs, 
whereat  I  wondered  ;  and  Cloth- Breeches,  smiling, 
bade  me  read  the  labels,  and  the  parties  names,  and 
then  examine  the  informer  how  many  of  them  he 
knew,  and  wherein  they  had  offended.  I  followed 
his  counsel,  and  of  all  he  knew  but  three ;  neither 
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could  he  tell  what  they  done  amiss  to  be  arrested, 
and  brought  in  question. 

Cloth- Breeches,  seeing  me  stand  in  amaze, 
began  thus  to  resolve  me  in  my  doubt :  "  Perhaps, 
(quoth  he,)  you  marvel  why  the  informer  hath  all 
these  writs,  and  knows  neither  the  parties,  nor  can 
object  any  offence  to  them  ?  To  this  I  answer,  that, 
it  being  a  long  vacation,  he  learned  in  the  roll  all 
those  men's  names,  and  that  they  were  men  of 
indifferent  wealth.  Now  means  he  to  go  abroad, 
and  search  them  out  and  arrest  them  ;  and  though 
they  know  not  wherein,  or  for  what  cause  they 
should  be  troubled,  yet,  rather  than  they  will  come 
up  to  London,  and  spend  their  pioney,  they  will 
bestow  some  odd  angel  upon  master  informer,  and 
so  sit  at  home  in  quiet  But  suppose,  some  be  so 
stubborn  as  to  stand  to  the  trial,  yet  can  this  cunning 
knave  declare  a  tamquam  against  them  ;  so  that 
though  they  be  cleared,  yet  can  they  have  no  recom- 
pence  at  all,  for  that  he  doth  it  in  the  court's  behalf. 
I  will  not  unfold  all  his  villanies;  but  he  is 
an  abuser  of  good  laws,  and  a  very  knave,  and  so 
let  him  be  with  his  fellows."  I  both  wondered 
and  laughed,  to  hear  Cloth- Breeches  make  this 
discourse ;  when  I  saw  two  in  the  valley  together  by 
the  ears,  the  one  in  leather,  the  other  as  black  as  the 
devil.  I  stepped  to  them  to  part  the  fray,  and  ques- 
tioned what  they  were,  and  wherefore  they  brawled  ? 

K 
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"  Marry,  {quoth  he,-  that  looked  like  Lucifer,)  though 
I  am  black,  I  am  not  the  devil,  but,  indeed,  a  collier 
of  Croydon^;  and  one,  sir,  that  have  sold  many  a 
man  a  false  sack  of  coals,  that  both  wanted  measure 
and  was  half  full  of  dust  and  dross.  Indeed,  I  have 
been  a  lieger  in  my  time  in  London,  and  have  played 
many  mad  •  pranks,  for  which  cause,  you  may 
apparently  see  I  am  made  a  curtail,  for  the  pillory 
(in  the  sight  of  a  great  many  good  and  sufficient 
witnesses)  hath  eaten  off  both  my  ears,  and  now, 
Sir,    this    ropemaker*  hunteth   me  here    with   his 

*A  CoLUER  OF  Croydon.— Colliers,  i.e.  sellers  of  coals  or  charcoal, 

•   were  formerly  in  bad  repute,  fix)in  the  blackness  of  their  appearance,  and  on 

that  account  often  compared  to  or  assorted  with  the  Devil. 

"  What,  man  !  'tb  not  for  gravity  to  play  at  cherry-pit  with  Satan  ! 
Hang  him,  foul  collier,^* 

Twelfth  Night,  iii,  4. 

Hence  the  proverb,  "Like  will  like,  as  the  Devil  said  with  the  collier:' — 

Croydon. — This  town  seems  to  have  been  formeriy  celebrated  for  its  colliers 

or  charcoal  burners.     Grim,  the  collier  of  Croydon,  is  the  subject  of  an  old 

play,  and  there  is  an  old  tune  entitled  **Tom  Collier  of  Croydon  hath  sold 

his  coal. "     So  great  were  the  impositions  practised  by  the  venders  of  coals, 

that  Greene  published  in  his  "Notable  Discovery  of  Cozenage,"   1591,   **  A 

Discourse  of  the  Cozenage  of  Colliers. " 

^Ropemaker. — It  seems  not  a  little  extraordinary,  that  in  this  general 
sarcasm  on  professions  and  trades,  the  ropemaker,  which  is,  oi  here  printed, 
one  of  the  most  leniently  drawn,  should  have  been  conceived  to  point  so 
"spitefully  and  villanously"  at  Gabriel  Harvey's  father,  a  ropemaker  at 
Saf&on  Walden,  as  to  call  forth  a  posthumous  philippic  against  Greene,  from 
Harvey  and  he  friends,  under  the  title  of  "  Four  Letters  and  certain  Sonnets ; 
especially  touching  Robert  Greene  and  other  Poets  by  him  abused  :  but  inci- 
dentally of  divers  excellent  Persons,  and  some  Matters  of  Note.  London, 
J.  Wolfe,  1592."  This  was  most  sarcastically  replied  to  by  Thomas  Nash,  in  his 
"Strange  News,  &c. ;  or,  The  Apology  of  Pierce  Penniless :  London,  1592,"  and 
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halters :  I  guess  him  to  be  some  evil  spirit,  that>  in 
the  likeness  of  a  man,  would,  (since  I  have  passed 
the  pillory,)  persuade  me  to  hang  myself  for  my  old 
offences,  and,  therefore  since  I  cannot  bless  me 
from  him  with  Nomine  Patrisy  I  lay  Spiritus 
Sancttis  about  his  shoulders  with  a  good  crab-tree 
cudgel,  that  he  may  get  out  of  my  company.  The 
ropemaker  replied.  "  That,  honestly  journeying  by 
the  way,  he  acquainted  himself  with  thf .  collier,  and 
for  no  other  cause  pretended." — "  Honest  with  the 
devil !  (quoth  the  collier,)  how  can  he  be  honest, 
whose  mother,  I  guess,  was  a  witch  ?  For  I  have 
heard  them  say,  that  witches  say  their  prayers 
backward,  and  so  doth  the  ropemaker  earn  his 
living  by  going  backward,  and  the  knave's  chief 
living  is  by  making  fatal  instruments,  as  halters  and 
ropes,  which  divers  desperate  men  hang  themselves 
with. 

Well,   (quoth   I,)  what  say  you  to  these,  shall 
they  be  on  the  jury  ?  Velvet-breeches  said  nothing ; 

led  to  a  personal  pen-and-ink  conflict  that  continued  during  the  space  of  five 
years,  and  occupied  no  small  share  of  public  curiosity.  The  late  Rev.  Dyce 
was  of  opinion — also  agreed  to  by  J.  Pa)nie  Collier — that  the  **  Quip  for  an 
Upstart  Courtier  "  has  not  come  down  to  us  in  the  state  in  which  it  originally 
issued  from  the  press,  and  that  the  page  containing  the  passage  respecting 
Gabriel  Harvey  was  cancelled  at  the  instance  of  Greene.  If  so,  it  renders 
Harvey's  rancour  less  pardonable,  especially  recollecting  that  it  did  not  break 
out  in  full  force  until  after  the  premature  death  of  Greene.  A  most  xunusing 
and  well-digested  account  of  the  dispute  between  Greene,  Nash  and  Harvey, 
may  be  found  in  Mr.  Disraeli's  "Calamities  of  Authors," 
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but  Cloth- Breeches  said,  "in  the  ropemaker  he 
found  no  great,  falsehood  in  him,  therefore  he  was 
willing  he  should  be  one ;  but  for  the  collier,  he 
thought  it  necessary,  that  as  he  came,  so  he  should 
depart:"  so  then  I  bade  the  ropemaker  stand  by  till 
more  came,  which  was  not  long,  for  there  came  three 
in  a  cluster.  As  soon  as  they  drew  nigh,  I  spied 
one,  a  fat  churl,  with  a  side  russet  coat  to  his  knee, 
and  his  hands  all-to,  ^tanned  with  shifting  his  ouse' ; 
yet  would  I  not  take  notice  what  they  were,  but 
questioned  with  them  of  their  several  occupations. 
"  Marry,  (quoth  the  first,)  I  am  a  tanner :"  the 
second,  "a  shoemaker;"  and  the  third,  **  a  currier." 
Then,  turning  to  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  I 
asked  them,  if  they  would  allow  of  those  parties  ? 
*'  No,  by  my  faith,  (quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  I  make 
challenge  unto  them  all ;  and  I  will  yield  reasons  of 
import  against  them :  and  first,  to  you,  master 
tanner ;  Are  you  a  man  worthy  to  be  of  a  jury, 
when  your  conscience  cares  not  to  wrong  the  whole 
commonwealth  ?  You  respect  not  public  commodity, 
but  private  gains ;  not  to  benefit  your  neighbour, 
but  for  to  make  the  proud  princox,  your  son,  an 
upstart  gentleman  ;  and  because  you  would  marry 
your  daughter,  at  the  least  to  an  esquire,  that  she 
may  (if  it  be  possible)  be  a  gentlewoman,  and  how 

*All-to.— Entirely ;  very  much. 
*QusB.— The  liquor  in  a  tanner's  vat. 
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comes  this  to  pass ;  By  your  tan-fats,  forsooth  :  for 
whereas,  by  the  ancient  laws  and  statutes  of  Eng- 
land, you  should  let  a  hide  lie  in  the  ouse,  at  the 
least  nine  months ;  you  can  make  good  leather 
of  it  before  three  months  :  you  have  your  dove's 
dung,  your  marl,  your  ashen  bark,  and  a  thousand 
things  more,  to  bring  on  your  leather  apace  ;  that  it 
is  so  badly  tanned,  that  when  it  comes  to  the 
wearing,  then  it  fleets  away  like  a  piece  of  brown 
paper;  and  whereas,  your  backs,  of  all  other, 
should  be  the  best  tanned,  you  bring  them  so  full 
of  horn  to  the  market,  that  did  you  not  grease  the 
sealers  of  Leadenhall  thoroughly  in  the  fist,  they 
should  never  be  sealed,  but  turned  away,  and  made 
forfeit  by  the  statute.  I  cannot  at  large,  lay  open 
your  subtle  practices,  to  beguile  the  poor 
communalty  with  bad  leather ;  but  let  this  suffice  ; 
you  leave  no  villany  unsought,  to  bring  the  block- 
head, your  son,  to  go  afore  the  clown  his  father, 
trimly  tricked  up  in  a  pair  of  velvet-breeches. 

Now,  master  currier,  to  your  cozenage;  you 
cannot  be  content  only  to  burn  the  leather  you  dress 
for  fault  of  liquor,  because  you  would  make  the 
shoemaker  pay  well,  and  you  put  in  little  stuff;  and 
beside,  when  as,  in  backs,  you  should  only 
put  in  tallow  hard  and  good,  you  put  in  soft 
kitchen  stuff  mixed,  and  so  make  the  good  and 
well  tanned  leather,  by  your  villany,  to  fleet  and 
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waste  away  :  but  also  you  grow  to  be  an  extorting- 
knave,  and  a  forestaller  of  the  market ;  for  you  will 
buy  leather,  sides,  backs,  and  calf-skins,  and  sell 
them  to  the  poor  shoemakers  at  an  unreasonable 
rate,  by  your  false  retailing,  getting  infinite  goods 
by  that  excessive  price ;  both  undoing  the  poor 
shoemaker,  and  causing  us,  that  we  pay  extremely 
for  shoes.  For,  if  the  currier  bought  not  leather  by 
the  whole  of  the  tanner,  the  shoemaker  might  have 
it  at  a  more  reasonable  price  ;  but  the  shoemaker, 
being  poor,  is  not,  perhaps,  able  to  deal  with  a 
dicker  of  hides,^  nor,  perhaps  with  a  couple  of  backs, 
and  the  tanner  will  not  trust  him :  then  the  extorting 
and  cozening  currier  comes  up  with  this,  I  will 
lend  you  for  a  day  ;  and  so  pincheth  him,  that  he  is 
scarce  able  to  find  his  children  bread.  But  well 
hath  the  prince  and  the  honourable  lords  of  the 
privy-counsel  provided  by  act  of  parliament,  *  That 
no  currier  shall  buy  leather,  either  backs  or  hides, 
of  the  tanner  ;*  so  to  bridle  the  extorting  and 
forestalling  cozenage  :  but  craftier  and  subtler  hath 
the  knave  currier  crossbitten  the  statute,  in  that  he 
deals  thus  with  the  tanner,  he  makes  him  hold  his 
leather  unreasonably  to  the  shoemaker;  and  so, 
when  he  cannot  sell  it,  he  lays  it  up  in  the  currier  s 
house,    under  a   colour,  whereas,    indeed,  he   hath 

^A  Dicker  of  Hides.— Ten  hides. 
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sold  it  him.  Suppose  this  shift  be  spied  and 
prevented,  then  compoundeth  he  with  some  knave 
shoemaker,  some  base  rakehell,  without  a  conscience, 
(that  neither  respecteth  God,  the  commonwealth, 
nor  his  company, j  and,  forsooth,  he  is  half  with  the 
currier,  who  leteth  him  have  some  hundred  marks, 
to  lay  out  for  leather,  every  mouth  ;  whereas  he 
spends  not  in  his  shop  a  hundred  marks  worth  in 
a  year:  so  the  shoemaker  buys  it  to  abuse  the 
statute,  for  the  currier ;  and  the  currier,  by  that 
means  undoeth  the  other  shoemakers.  Thus  two 
crafty  knaves  are  met,  and  they  need  no  broker. 

"  Now  to  you,  gentle  craft,  you  master  shoe- 
makers :  you  can  put  in  the  inner  sole,  of  a  thin 
calf's  skin,  when  as  the  shoe  is  a  neat  s  leather  shoe, 
which  you  know  is  clean  contrary  both  to  conscience 
and  the  statute.  Beside,  you  will  join  a  neat's 
leather  vampey  to  a  calf's  leather  heel :  is  not  here 
good  stuff,  master  shoemaker  ?  Well,  for  your 
knavery,  you  shall  have  those  curses  which  belong 
unto  your  craft :  you  shall  be  light  footed  to  travel 
far,  light  witted  upon  every  small  occasion  to  give 
your  masters  the  bag,  you  shall  be  most  of  you 
unthrifts,  and  almost  all  perfect  good  fellows. 
Beside,  I  remember  a  merry  jest,  how  Mercury 
brought  you  to  a  dangerous  disease,  for  hd  requested 
a  boon  for  you,  which  fell  out  to  your  great  dis- 
advantage :  and,  to  recreate  us  here  a  little,  gentle 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


56     A  Quip  for  an  Upstart  Courtier,  &c. 

craft,  what  fell  to  your  trade  by  that  winged  God  ? 
As  it  happened  on  a  time  that,  Jupiter  and  Mercury 
travelling  together  upon  earth,  Mercury  was  wonder- 
fully hungry,  and  had  no  money  in  his  purse  to  buy 
him  any  food,  and  at  last,  to  his  great  comfort,  he 
spied  where  a  company  of  tailors  were  at  dinner  with 
buttered  peas,  eating  their  peas  with  their  needles 
points  one  by  one  :  Mercury  came  to  them,  and 
asked  them  his  alms';  they  proudly  bade  him  sit 
down  and  do  as  he  saw  they  did,  and  with  that 
delivered  him  a  needle.  The  poor  god,  being 
passing  hungry,  could  not  content  his  maw  with 
eating  one  by  one,  but  turned  the  eye  of  his  needle 
and  eat  two  or  three  together ;  which  the  tailors 
seeing,  they  start  up  and  said,  "What,  fellow,  a 
shovel  and  spade,  to  buttered  peas,  hast  thou  no 
more  manners  ?  Get  out  of  our  company  ;  and  so 
they  sent  him  packing  with  many  strokes.  Mercury 
coming  back,  Jupiter  demanded  of  him  what  news  ? 
And  he  told  him  how  churlishly  he  was  used 
amongst  the  tailors.  Well ;  wandering  on  further, 
Mercury  espied  where  a  company  of  shoemakers 
were  at  dinner,  with  powdered  beef  and  brewis^ : 
going  to  them,  before  he  could  ask  them  any  alms  they 
said,  *  Welcome,  good  fellow ;  what,  is  thy  '  stomach 


Brewis. —Broth,  bread  soaked  in  fat  pottage. 

**  What  an  ocean  of  brewis  shall  I  swim  m." 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Dioelesian, 
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*  up,  wilt  thou  do  as  we  do,  and  taste  of  beef  ?' 
Mercury  thanked  them  and  sat  down  and  eat  his 
belly-full,  and  drank  well  of  double  beer ;  and  when 
he  had  done,  went  home  to  his  master.  As  soon  as 
he  came  Jupiter  asked  him,  what  news  ?  And  he 
said,  *  I  have  lighted  amongst  a  crew  of  shoemakers, 

*  the  best  fellows  that  ever  I  met  withal ;  they  have 
'  frankly  fed  me  without  grudging ;  and  therefore 
'  grant  me  a  boon  for  them.'      *  Ask  what  thou  wilt, 

*  Mercury,  (quoth  he,)  and  it  shall  be  done.*     *  Why 

*  then,  (quoth  he,)  grant  that,  for  this  good  turn  they 

*  have  done  me,  they  may  ever  spend  a  groat  afore 

*  they  can  earn  two-pence.'  *  It  shall  be  granted  ;' 
quoth  he.  Mercury,  as  soon  as  Jupiter  had  said  the 
word,  he  bethought  himself,  and  said,  *Nay  but 
'  that  they  may  earn  a  groat  afore  they  spend  two- 

*  pence  ;  for  my  tongue  slipped  at  the  first'     'Well, 

*  Mercury,  ^uoth  he,)  it  cannot  be  recalled,  the  first 

*  wish  must  stand :'  and  hereof,  by  Mercury's  boon  it 
grew,  that  all  of  the  gentle-craft  are  such  good- 
fellows  and  spendthrifts.  But  howsoever,  none  of 
those  three,  neither  shoemaker,  tanner,  nor  currier, 
shall  be  accepted  to  be  of  the  jury." 

As  they  went  away  with  fleas  in  their  ears, 
being  thus  taunted  by  Cloth- Breechss,  we  might  see 
where  there  came  a  troop  of  ancient  gentlemen, 
with  their  serving-men  attending  upon  them.  The 
foremost  was  a  great  old  man,  with  a  white  beard, 
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all  in  russet,  and  a  fair  black  cloak  on  his  back,  and 
attending  on  him  he  had  some  five  men ;  their 
congnizance,^  as  I  remember,  was  a  peacock  without 
a  tail ;  the  other  two,  that  accompanied  him,  seemed 
meaner  than  himself,  but  yet  gentlemen  of  good 
worship.  Whereupon,  I  went  towards  them  and 
saluted  them,  and  was  so  bold  as  to  question  what 
they  were,  and  of  their  business. 

The  most  ancient  answered,  "  He  was  a 
knight,  and  those  two  his  neighbours ;  the  one  an 
esquire,  the  other  a  gentleman  ;  and  that  they  have 
no  urgent  affairs,  but  only  to  walk  abroad  to  take 
the  fresh  air."  Then  did  I  show  them  both  Cloth- 
Breeches,  and  Velvet- Breeches,  and  told  them  the 
controversy,  and  desired  their  aid  to  be  upon  the 
jury.  They  smiling  answered,  "  They  were  con- 
tent :"  and  so  did  Cloth- Breeches  seem  to  rejoice, 
that  such  honest,  ancient,  English  gentlemen,  should 
be  triers  of  his  title.  But  Velvet- Breeches, 
storming,  stepped  in  and  made  challenge  to  them 
all.  I  demanded  reason  why  he  should  refuse  gen- 
tlemen of  so  good  calling  ?  And  he  made  me  this 
answer :  "  Why,  you  may  guess  the  inward  mind 
by  the  outward  apparel,  and  see  how  he  is  addicted 
by  the  homely  robes  he  is  suited  in.  Why,  this 
knight  is  mortal  enemy  to  pride,  and  so  to  me  ;    he 

^Cognizance. — In  a  general  sense,  a  badge  worn  by  a  retainer  or 
dependant,  to  indicate  the  person  or  party  to  which  he  belongs. 
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regardeth  hospitality,  and  aimeth  at  honour,  with 
relieving  the  poor  :  you  may  see,  although  his  lands 
and  revenues  be  great,  and  be  able  to  maintain 
himself  in  great  bravery,  yet  he  is  content  with 
homespun  cloth  and  scorneth  the  pride  that  is  used 
now-adays  amongst  young  upstarts  ;  he  holdeth  not 
the  worth  of  his  gentry  to  be  and  consist  in  velvet- 
breeches,  but  valueth  true  fame  by  the  report  of  the 
common  sort,  who  praise  him  for  his  virtue,  justice, 
liberality,  housekeeping  and  alms  deeds.  Vox 
populi  vox  Dei;  his  tenants  and  farmers  would,  if 
it  might  be  possible,  make  him  immortal  with  their 
prayers  and  praises.  He  raiseth  not  rent,  racketh 
no  lands,  taketh  no  incomes,  imposeth  no  merciless 
fines,  envies  not  another,  buyeth  no  house  over  his 
neighbour's  head ;  but  respecteth  his  country  and 
the  commodity  thereof,  as  dear  as  his  life.  He 
regardeth  more  to  have  the  needy  fed,  to  have  his 
board  garnished  with  full  platters,  than  to  famous- 
himself  with  excessive  furniture  in  apparel.  Since 
then  he  scorneth  pride,  he  must  of  force  proclaim 
himself  mine  enemy,  and  therefore  he  shall  be  none 
of  my  jury  ;  and  such  as  himself  I  guess  the  squire 
and  the  gentleman,  and  therefore  I  challenge  them 
all." 

"  Why,  (quoth  I,)  this  is  strange,  that  a  man 
should  be  drawn  from  a  quest  for  his  godliness.  If 
men  for  virtue  be  challenged  ;  whom  shall  we  have 
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upon  the  jury  ?  Your  objection  helps  not,  Master 
Velvet- Breeches  :  for,  if  he  be  a  man  of  so  godly  a 
disposition,  he  will  neither  speak  for  fear  or  favour; 
he  will  regard  neither  the  riches  of  the  one,  nor  the 
plain  poverty  of  the  other :  whereupon,  since  you 
have  made  me  trier,  I  allow  them  all  three  to  be  of 
the  jury :''  and  so  I  requested  them  to  sit  down 
till  our  jury  was  full,  which  they  courteously  did, 
although  Velvet- Breeches  frowned  at  it;  when  I, 
looking  for  more,  saw  where  there  came  a  troop  of 
men,  in  apparel  seeming  poor  honest  citizens  ;  in  all 
they  were  eight.  I  demanded  of  them  what  they 
were,  and  whither  they  were  going  ?  One  of  them 
that  seemed  the  wealthiest,  who  was  in  a  furred 
jacket,  made  answer,  **  That  they  were  all  friends 
going  to  the  burial  of  a  neighbour  of  theirs,  that 
yester-night  died  ;  and,  if  it  would  do  me  any  plea- 
sure to  hear  their  names,  they  were  not  so  dainty 
but  that  they  would  tell  them :"  and  so  then  he 
began  to  tell  me,  that  by  his  art  he  was  a  skinner, 
the  second  said  he  was  a  joiner,  the  third  was  a 
saddler,  the  fourth  a  waterman,  the  fifth  was  a  cutler, 
the  sixth  was  a  bellows  mender,  the  seventh  a  plais- 
terer,  and  the  eighth  a  printer."  "  In  good  time, 
(quoth  I,)  it  is  commendable  when  neighbours  love 
so  well  together ;  but,  if  your  speed  be  not  over- 
much, I  must  request  you  to  be  of  a  jury  :"  so  I 
discoursed    unto    them    the    controversy    between 
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Cloth- Breeches  and  Velvet- Breeches,  and  to  what 
issue  it  must  grow  by  a  verdict :  they  seemed  all 
content;  and  I  turned  to  the  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
and  asked  if  they  would  make  challenge  to  any  of 
these?  "  I  scorn,  (quoth  Velvet- Breeches,)  to  make 
any  great  objection  against  them,  since  they  be 
mechanical  men ;  for  I  almost  hold  them  indifferent : 
for  this  I  know,  they  get  as  much  and  more  by  me 
than  by  him ;  the  skinner  I  use  for  furs  whereas 
this  base  Cloth- Breeches  hath  scarce  a  gown  faced 
once  in  his  life  ;  the  saddler  for  costly  embroidered 
saddles,  the  joiner  for  seeling^  my  house,  the  cutler 
for  gilt  rapiers  ;  the  waterman  I  use  continually,  ten 
times  for  his  once,  and  so  likewise  the  plaisterer ; 
for  the  bellows-mender,  alas  !  poor  snake,  I  know 
him  not  ;  for  the  printer,  by  our  Lady,  I  think  I  am 
some  ten  pounds  in  his  debt  for  books  ;  so  that,  for 
my  part,  let  them  all  pass."  "  And  for  me,  (quoth 
Cloth- Breeches  ;)  but  yet,  a  little  to  put  them  in 
remembrance  of  their  follies,  let  me  have  about 
with  them  all :  and  first  with  you,  master  skinner, 
to  whom  I  can  say  little  but  only  this,  that,  whereas 
you  should  only  put  the  backs  of  skins  into  facing, 
you  taw*  the  wombs  and  so  deceive  the  buyer:  beside, 
if  you  have  some  fantastic  skin  brought  you   not 

*Seeling. — To  wainscot 

•Taw. — To  dress  leather,  to  soften  and  make  supple ;  also  to  twist  or 
entangle. 
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worth  two-pence,  with  some  strange  spots,  though  it 
be  of  a  libbard\  you  will  swear  'tis  a  most  precious 
skin,  and  came  from  Moscow,  or  the  furthest  part  of 
Calabria.  The  saddler  he  stuffs  his  pannels  with 
straw  or  hay,  and  overglazeth  them  with  hair,  and 
makes  the  leather  of  them  of  morts,  or  tanned 
sheep's,  skins.  The  joiner,  though  an  honest  man, 
yet  he  maketh  his  joints  weak,  and  putteth  in  sap  in 
the  mortices,  which  should  be  the  heart  of  the 
tree,  and  all  to  make  his  stuff  slender.  And  you, 
cutler,  you  are  patron  to  ruffians  and  swash-bucklers,* 
and  will  sell  them  a  blade  that  may  be  thrust  into  a 
bushel ;  but,  if  a  poor  man,  that  cannot  skill  of 
it,  you  sell  him  a  sword  or  rapier  new  overglazed, 
and  swear  the  blade  came  either  from  Turkey  or 
Toledo.  Now,  master  waterman,  you  will  say  there 
is  no  subtlety  in  you,  for  there  is  none  so  simple  but 
that  knows  your  fares,  and  what  is  due  between 
Greenwich  and  London,  and  how  you  earn  your 
money  painfully  with  the  sweat  of  your  brows :  all 
this  is  true  ;  but  let  me  whisper  one  thing  in  your 
ear,  you  will  play  the  goodfellow  too  much,  if  you 
be  well  greased  in  the  fist ;  for  if  a  young  gentle- 
man and  a  pretty  wench  come  to  you  and  say, 
*  Waterman  my  friend  and  I  mean  to  go  by  water, 

^LiBBARD. — A  leopard. 

"Swash-buckler. — A  sword  player ;  a  bully  or  braggadocio. 

**  Young  as  I  am,  I  have  obse^^'ed  these  three  swashers." 

King  Henry  F,  iii,  2. 
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'and  to  be  merry  a  night  or  two  i  I  care  not  which 
'  way  nor  whither  we  go,  and  therefore,  where  thou 

*  thinkest  we  may  have  best  lodging,  thither  carry 
'  us/  Then  off  goes  your  cap,  and  away  they  go  to 
Brentford,  or  some  other  place  ;    and  then  you  say, 

'  Hostess,   I  pray  you  use  this  gentleman  and  his   ' 

*  wife  well ;    they  are  come  out  of  London  to  take 

*  the  air  and  mean  to  be  merry  here  a  night  or  two, 
'  and  to  spend  their  money  frankly  :'  when,  God 
wot,  they  are  neither  man  nor  wife  ;  nor  perhaps,  of 
any  acquaintance  before  the  match  made  in  some 
bawdy-tavern  :  but  you  know  no  such  matter,  and 
therefore,  waterman,  I  pardon  you.  And  for  you, 
plaisterer  and  bellowsmender,  I  pass  you  over ;  and, 
so  do  I  the  printer  too  :  only  this  I  must  needs  say 
to  him,  that  some  of  his  trade  will  print  lewd  books, 
and  bawdy  pamphlets ;  but, 

Aurz  sacra  fames,  quid  nan f 

And  therefore  I  am  content  they  shall  be  all  of  the  • 
jury." 

I  was  glad  there  were  so  many  accepted  of  at 
once,  and  hoped  that  now  quickly  the  jury  would  be 
full.  Looking  about  me,  straight  I  might  see  one 
alone  come  running  as  fast  as  he  could.  I  won- 
dered what  he  should  be,  that  made  such  haste  ; 
and  the  skinner  told  me  he  was  an  honest  man,  and 
one  of  their  company,  by  his  occupation  a 
bricklayer. 
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"  Oh,  (quoth  Velvet- Breeches,)  a  good  honest 
simple  man,  he  hath  been  long  in  my  work,  in 
building  me  a  sumptuous  house."  *'  But  I  challenge 
him,  (quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  for  he  is  a  juggler." 
"  How,  (quoth  I,)  can  it  be  ?  See  he  goeth  very 
homely  in  leather,  and  hath  his  ruler  in  his  hand, 
and  his  trowel  at  his  side;  and  he  seemeth  not  as 
one  that  were  given  to  such  qualities,"  "  Yes, 
(quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  he  hath  this  policy,  when 
he  maketh  a  stately  place  all  glorious  to  the  eye, 
and  full  of  fair  chambers  and  goodly  rooms,  and 
about  the  house,  perhaps,  some  three-score  chim- 
neys ;  yet  he  can  so  cunningly  cast  by  his  art,  that 
three  of*  them  shall  not  smoke  in  the  twelvemonth, 
and  so  spoils  he  so  much  good  mortar  and  brick." 
"  Why,  (quoth  I,)  the  fault  is  not  in  the  workman 
but  in  the  housekeeper;  for  now-a-days  men  build  for 
to  please  the  eye,  not  to  profit  the  poor ;  they  use 
no  roast,  but  for  themselves  and  their  household,  nor 
no  fire  but  a  little  court  chimney  in  their  own 
chamber.  How  can  the  poor  bricklayer  then  be 
blamed,  when  the  niggardness  of  the  lord  or  master 
is  the  cause  no  more  chimneys  do  smoke  ?  For, 
would  they  use  ancient  hospitality  as  their  fore- 
fathers did,  and  value  as  lightly  of  pride  as  their 
great-grandfathers,  then  should  you  see  every 
chimney  in  the  house  smoke,  and  prove  that  the 
poor  artificer  had  done   his  part."      "Why    then, 
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(quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  as  you  please,  admit  him  on 
the  quest"      "  But   what  be  those,    (quoth  Cloth- 
Breeches,)  that  come  here  so  soberly  ?    I  hope  they 
be  honest  men,  for  they  look  very  demure."      **  I 
will  enquire,"   said  I  :    and  with  that,  stepping  to 
them,    I    demanded  their  names,   and  [very  cour- 
teously the  one  said  he  was  a  brewer,  the  other  a 
butcher,  the  third  a  baker,  and  the  fourth  a  vic- 
tualler.      Hearing  what    they  were,   I   was    glad ; 
guessing,  since  they  were  so  honest  substantial  men, 
that  they  would  help  to  make  up  the  jury ;   when 
Velvet- Breeches,  with  a  grim  and  sour  countenance, 
gave  them  this  challenge.      "  I  hold  it  not  necessary 
(quoth  he,)  that  these  have  anything  to  deal  in  my 
cause,  since  I  am  at  odds  with  them  all  at  least  in 
forty  pounds  a  piece ;   for  this  seven  years  I  have 
been  indebted  unto  them  for  bread,  beef,  beer,  and 
other  victuals ;    then,  since  they  have  credited  me 
long,  and  I  have  had  so  little  care  to  pay  them,  I 
doubt  not  they  will  revenge  themselves,  and  pass 
against  me  in  the  verdict"      "  Nay,   (quoth  I,)  the 
rather  will  they  hold  on  your  part ;    for,  if  they  be 
honest  wise  men,  as  they  seem  to  be,  they  will  be 
careful     of    your    preferment ;     seeing,    the   more 
highly  you  are  advanced,  the  mofe  like  are  they  to 
come  by  their  own.     If  therefore  you  can  object  no 
other  points  of  dishonesty  against  them,  I   see  no 
reason  why  they  should  be  put  by."     **Ifyou  do 
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not,  (quotK  Cfoth- Breeches,)  then  hear  me,  and  I 
will  prove  thenrt  Mtidt  to  have  any  dealings  here  ; 
and  first  for  the  butcher.  I  pray  you,  Goodman 
killcalf,  what  havoc  play  you  ^ith  puffing  up  of 
meat,  and  blowing  with  your  pricker,  as  you  flay  it? 
Have  you  not  your  artificial  knaveries  to  set  out 
your  meat  with  pricks,^  and  then  swear  he  hath  more 
fot  money  than  ever  you  bought ;  to  sell  a  piece  of 
an  old  cow  for  a  chop  of  a  young  ox  ;  to  wash  your 
old  meat,  that  hath  hung  weltering  in  the  shop,  with 
new  blood  ;  to  truss  away  an  old  ewe.  instead  of  a 
young  wether ;  and  although  you  know  it  is  hurtful 
and  forbidden  by  the  statute  to  flay  your  hides,  skins, 
backs,  with  cuts  and  slashes,  to  the  impoverishing 
of  the  poor  shoemaker  when  he  buys  it ;  yet  I  pray 
ybu,  how  many  slaughters  do  you  make  of  the  poor 
calf  s-skin  ?  Oh  butcher,  a  long  Lent  be  your 
punishment ;  for  you  make  no  conscience  in  de- 
ceiving the  poor.  And  you,  master  brewer,  that 
grow  to  be  worth  forty-thousand  pounds  by  selling 
of  sodden  water,  what  subtlety  have  you,  in  making 
your  beer,  to  spare  the  malt,  and  put  in  the  more  of 
the  hop  to  make  your  drink,  be  barley  never  so  cheap, 
n6t  a  whit  the  stronger,  and  yet  never  sell  a  whit  the 
more  measure  for  money?  You  can,  when  you 
have  taken  all  the  heart  of  the  malt  away,  then  clap 


^Pricks.— Skewers, 
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on  store  of  water,  'tis  cheap  enough  ;  and  mash  out 
a  tunning  of  small  beer,  that  it  scours  a  man's  maw 
like  Rhenish  wine.  In  your  conscience,  how  many 
barrels  draw  you  out  of  a  quarter  of  malt?  Fie,  fie,  I 
conceal  your  falsehood,  least  I  should  be  too  broad 
in  setting  down  your  faults. 

"  And  for  you,  Goodman  baker,  you  that  love  to 
be  seen  in  the  open  market-place  upon  the  pillory  } 
the  world  cries  out  of  your  wiliness  ;  you  crave  but 
one  dear  year  to  make  your  daughter  a  gentle- 
woman; you  buy  your  com  at  the  best  hand, 
and  yet  will  not  be  content  to  make  your  bread 
weight  by  many  ounces;  you  put  in  yeast  and 
salt  to  make  it  heavy,  and  yet  all  your  policy  cannot 
make  it,  but  you  fine  for  the  pillory  ;  the  poor  cry 
out,  the  rich  find  fault,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the 
sheriffs,  like  honourable  and  worshipful  magistrates, 
every  day  walk  abroad  and  weigh  your  bread,  and 
yet  all  will  not  serve  to  make  you  honest  men ;  but, 
were  extremity  used,  and  the  statute  put  in  the 
highest  degree  in  practice,  you  would  have  as  few 
ears  on  your  heads  as  the  collier. 

"Last  to  you  Tom  Tapster,  that  tap  your  small 
cans  of  beer  to  the  poor,  and  yet  fill  them  half  full 
of  froth ;  that  card  your  beer,  if  you  see  your 
guests  begin  to  be  drunk,  half  small  and  half 
strong  :  you  cannot  be  content  to  pinch  with  your 
small  pots  and  your  ostrie  [?]  fagots,  but  have  your 
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trugs  to  draw  men  on  to  villany,  and  to  bring 
customers  to  your  house,  where  you  sell  a  joint  of 
meat  for  twelve  pence,  that  cost  you  scarce  six  ;  and 
if  any  chance  to  go  on  the  score,  you  score  him  when 
he  is  asleep,  and  set  tip  a  groat  a  day  more  than 
he  hath,  to  find  you  drinking  pots  with  your 
companions.  To  be  short,  thou  art  a  knave,  and  I 
like  not  any  of  the  rest ;  the  way  lies  before  you, 
and  therefore  you  may  be  gone,  for  you  shall  be 
none  of  the  quest" 

I  smiled  to  see  Cloth- Breeches  so  peremptory  ; 
when  I  saw  five  fat  fellows,  all  in  damask  coats  and 
gowns,  welted  with  velvet  very  brave,  and  in  great 
consultation,  as  if  they  were  to  determine  of  some 
weighty  matter:  drawing  near,  I  saw  they  were 
wealthy  citizens ;  so  I  went  and  reverently  saluted 
them,  and  told  them,  how  we  needed  their  aid  about 
the  appeasing  of  a  controversy ;  showing  them 
where  the  knight,  esquire,,  and  other  stayed,  till  we 
might  find  men  to  fill  up  the  jury.  They  were 
contented;  but  Velvet- Breeches,  excepted  against 
four  of  them,  and  said,  "they  were  none  of  his 
friends  :"  that  was  the  merchant,  goldsmith,  mercer, 
and  draper.  His  allegations  were  these,  that  they 
were  all  feathered  of  one  wing,  to  fetch  in  young 
gentlemen  by  commodities,  under  the  colour  of 
lending  of  money.  For  the  merchant  he  delivered 
the  iron,  tin,  lead,  hops,  sugars,  spices,  oils,  browq 
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paper,  or  whatsoever  else,  from  six  months  to  six 
months,  which,  when  the  poor  gentleman  came  to 
sell  again,  he  could  not  make  threescore  and  ten  in 
the  hundred,  beside  the  usury.  The  mercer  he  fol- 
loweth  the  young  upstart  gentleman  that  hath  no 
government  of  himself,  and  he  feedeth  his  humour 
to  go  brave ;  he  shall  not  want  silks,  satins,  velvets, 
to  prank  abroad  in  his  pomp,  but  with  this  provision, 
that  he  must  bind  over  his  land  in  a  statute  merchant 
or  staple,  and  so  at  last  forfeit  all  unto  the  merciless 
mercer,  and  leave  himself  never  a  foot  of  ground 
in  England;  which  is  the  reason  that,  for  a 
few  remnants  of  velvets  and  silks,  the  mercer 
creepeth  into  old  lordships.  The  goldsmith  is  not 
behind  :  for  most  of  them  deal  with  usury,  and  let 
young  gentlemen  have  commodities  of  plate  for  ten 
in  the  hundred ;  but  they  must  lose  the  fashion,  in 
selling  it  again,  which  cuts  them  sore  :  beside,  they 
are  most  of  them  skilled  in  alchemy,  and  can  temper 
metals  shrewdly,  with  no  little  profit  to  themselves, 
and  disadvantage  to  the  buyer ;  beside  puff-rings, 
and  quaint  conceits,  which  I  omit  And  so  for  you, 
draper,  he  fetcheth  them  off  for  livery  cloth,  and 
cloth  for  six  months  and  six  ;  and  yet  hath  he  more 
knacks  in  his  budget,  for  he  hath  so  dark  a  shop 
that  no  man  can  well  choose  a  piece  of  cloth  :  it  so 
shadows  the  dye  and  the  thread,  a  man  shall  be 
deceived  in  the  wool  and  the  nap,  they  cause  the 
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clothworker  so  to  press  them  ;  beside,  he  imposeth 
this  charge  to  the  clothworker,  that  he  draw  his  cloth, 
and  pull  it  passing  hard  when  he  sets  it  upon  the 
tenters,^  that  he  may  have  it  full  breadth  and  length 
till  thread  and  all  tear  and  rent  a-pieces.  What 
care  they  for  that ;  have  they  not  a  drawer  to  serve 
their  turn,  to  draw  and  seam  up  (he  holes  so 
cunningly,  that  it  shall  never  be  espied  ?  Myself 
have  seen,  in  one  broad  cloth,  eighteen  score  holes, 
torn,  racked,  and  pulled  by  the  clothworker ;  only  to 
please  the  draper,  and  deceive  the  commonwealth. 
To  be  short,  the  clothworker,  what  with  rolling  and 
setting  in  a  fine  nap ;  with  powdering  it,  and 
pressing  it ;  with  shearing  the  wool  to  the  proof  of 
the  thread ;  deal  so  cunningly,  that  they  prove 
themselves  the  draper's  minister  to  execute  his 
subtleties  :  therefore,  if  he  chance  to  come,  let  him 
be  remembered. 

"  Now,  sir,  for  the  vintner  :  He  is  an  honest 
substantial  man,  a  friend  to  all  good-fellows,  and 
truly,  my  friend  for  my  money,  and  worthy  to  be  of 
the  jury."  "  Why  no,  (quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  I 
am  of  another  mind  ;  for  I  hold  him  as  deceitful  as 
any  of  the  rest.  What,  the  vintner  !  Why,  he  is  a 
kind  of  necromancer;  for,  at  midnight,  when  all  men 
are  in  bed,  then  he,  forsooth,  falls  to  his  charms  and 

^Tenter. — A  machine   for  stretching  cloth   by  means  of  hooks  called 
tenter-Iuwks.—To  be  on  the  tenters,  to  be  ou  the  stretch. 
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spells,  so  that  he  tumbles  one  hogshead  into  another, 
and  can  make  a  cup  of  claret,  that  hath  lost  his 
colour,  look  high  with  a  dash  of  red  wine  at  his 
pleasure ;  if  he  hath  a  strong  Gascoigne  wine,  for 
fear  it  should  make  his  guests  too  soon  drunk,  he  can . 
allay  it  with  a  small  Rochelle  wine  ;  he  can  cherish 
up  white  wine  with  sack  ;  and,  perhaps,  if  you  bid 
him  wash  the  pot  clean,  when  he  goes  to  draw  you 
a  quart  of  wine,  he  will  leave  a  little  water  in  the 
bottom,  and  then  draw  it  full  of  wine.  And  what 
and  if  he  do?  'Tis  no  harm;  wine  and  water  is  good 
against  the  heat  of  the  liver.  It  were  infinite  to 
rehearse  the  juggling  of  vintners,  the  disorder  of 
their  houses,  especially  of  the  persons  that  frequent 
them;  and  therefore,  since  Velvet- Breeches  hath  put 
by  the  merchant,  goldsmith,  mercer,  and  draper,  the 
vintner  shall  go  with  them  for  company." 

As  these  were  going  away  in  a  snuff,  for  being 
thus  plainly  taunted,  we  might  see  a  mad  merry  crew 
come  leaping  over  the  field,  as  frolicly  as  if  they 
owed  not  the  world  two-pence ;  and,  drawing  nearer, 
we  might  perceive,  that  either  bottle-ale,  or  beer, 
had  made  a  fray  with  them ;  for  the  lifting  of  their 
feet  showed  the  lightness  of  their  heads  :  the  fore- 
most was  a  plain  countrj^  Sir  John,  or  vicar,  that 
proclaimed,  by  the  redness  of  his  nose,  he  did 
oftener  go  into  the  alehouse  than  into  the  pulpit ; 
and  him  I  asked,  "What  they  were,  and  whither  they 
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were  going  ?''     "  What  are  you  ?  (quoth  the  Priest,) 
that  stand  by  the  highway  to  examine  me  and  my 
friends  ;  here's  none  in  my  company,  but  are  able  to 
answer  for  themselves."      I,  seeing  they  were   all 
set  on  a  merry  pin,  told  the  cause,  and  how  the  con- 
troversy grew  betwixt  Cloth- Breeches  and  Velvet- 
Breeches,  and  that  we   needed  them  to  be   of  the 
quest.     "  Marry,  (quoth  Sir  John,^)  a  good  motion  : 
know,  these  all  are  my  parishioners,  and  we  have 
been  drinking  with  a  poor  man,  and  spending  our 
money  with  him,  a  neighbour  of  ours,  that  hath  lost 
a  cow.     Now  for  our  names  and  our  trades  :  This  is 
a  smith,  the  second  a  weaver,  the  third  a  miller,  the 
fourth  a  cook,    the   fifth  a  carpenter,  the  sixth   a 
glover,  thp  seventh  a  pedlar,  the  eighth  a  tinker,  the 
ninth  a  waterbearer,  the  tenth  a  husbandman,  the 
eleventh  a  dyer,  and  the  twelfth  a  sailor,  and  I  their 
vicar ;  how  could  you,  sir,  have  a  fitter  jury,  than  me 
and  my  parishioners  ?"     "  You  are  a  little  too  brief, 
(quoth  Cloth- Breeches  ;)    are  you  not  some  puritan, 
master  parson  ?   or  some  fellow  that  raiseth  up  new 
schisms  and  heresies  amongst  your  people  ?"     "  A 
plague  on  them  all,   (quoth  Sir  John,)  for  the  world 
was  never  in  quiet ;    devotion,  neighbourhood,  nor 
hospitality,    never   flourished     in    this    land,    since 

*SiR  John  was  anciently  the  common  designation  of  one  in  holy  orders  as 

well  as  of  knights. 

**  Sir,  me  no  sirs;  1  am  no  knight  nor  churchman." 

A  New  Trick  to  Cheat  th-e  Devil. 
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such  upstart  boys  and  shittle-witted  fools  became 
of  the  ministry.  I  cannot  tell,  they  preach 
Faith,  faith,  and  say  that  doing  of  alms  is  papistry : 
but  they  have  taught  so  long  Fides  solum 
justificat,  that  they  have  preached  good  works  quite 
out  of  our  parish  ;  a  poor  man  shall  as  soon  break  his 
neck,  as  his  fast,  at  a  rich  man's  door :  for  me,  friend, 
I  am,  indeed,  none  of  the  best  scholars,  yet  I  can 
read  an  homily  every  Sunday  and  holy  day,  and 
I  keep  company  with  my  neighbours,  and  go  to  the 
alehouse  with  them,  and,  if  they  be  fallen  out,  spend 
my  money  to  make  them  friends  ;  and  on  Sundays, 
sometime,  if  good  fellowship  call  me  away,  I  say 
both  morning  and  evening  prayer  at  once,  and  so  let 
them  have  a  whole  afternoon  to  play  in.  This  is 
my  life  :  I  spend  my  living  with  my  parishoners,  I 
seek  to  do  all  good,  and  I  offer  no  man  harm." 

"  Well,  (quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  I  warrant  thou 
art  an  honest  vicar,  and  therefore  stand  by,  thou 
shalt  be  one  of  the  quest  And,  for  you,  smith,  I 
see  no  great  fault  in  you  ;  you  earn  your  living  with 
the  sweat  of  your  brows,  and  there  can  be  no  great 
knavery  in  you  ;  only  I  would  have  you  mend  your 
life  for  drinking,  since  you  are  never  at  quiet,  unless 
the  pot  be  still  at  your  nose.  But,  you  weaver,  the 
proverb  puts  you  down  for  a  crafty  knave ;  you  can 
filch  and  steal  almost  as  ill  as  the  tailor ;  your  woof  ^ 

*WooF. — The  threads  that  cross  the  warp  in  weaving ;  the  weft. 
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and  warp  is  so  cunningly  drawn  out,  that  you  plague 
the  poor  country  housewives  for  their  yarn,  and  daub 
on  so  much  dregs,  that  you  make  it  seem  both  well 
wrought,  and  be  near  weight,  when  it  is  slenderly 
woven,  and  you  have  stolen  a  quarter  of  it  from  the 
poor  wife.  Away,  be  packing,  for  you  shall  be 
cashiered.  What,  miller,  shake  hands  with  your 
brother  the  weaver  for  knavery ;  you  can  take  toll 
twice,  and  have  false  hoppers^  to  convey  away  the 
poor  man's  meal ;  be  gone,  I  love  not  your  dusty 
looks :  and,  for  company,  Goodman  cook,  go  you 
with  them  ;  for  you  cozen  the  poor  men  and  country 
teamers  with  your  filthy  meat ;  you  will  buy  of  the 
worst  and  cheapest,  when  it  is  bad  enough  for  dogs, 
and  yet  so  powder  it  and  parboil  it,  that  you  will  sell 
it  to  some  honest  poor  men,  and  that  unreasonably  too. 
If  you  leave  any  meat  over  night,  you  make  a  shift  to 
heat  it  again  the  next  day  :  nay,  if  on  the  Thursday 
at  night  there  be  any  left,  you  make  pies  of  it  on 
Sunday  mornings,  and  almost,  with  your  slovenly 
knavery,  poison  the  poor  people.  To  be  short,  I 
brook  you  not,  and  therefore  be  walking.  For  the 
carpenter,  glover,  and  waterbearer,  the  husbandman, 
dyer,  and  sailor,  since  your  trades  have  but  petty 
sleights,  stand  you  with  master  vicar,  you  are  like  to 
help  to  give  in  the  verdjct :    but,  for  the  pedlar  and 

^Hopper. — A  wooden  trough,  or  funnel,  through  which  grain  passes  into 
a  mill. 
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the  tinker,  they  are  two  notable  knaves,  both  of  a 
hair,  and  both  cousin-germains  to  the  devil.  For 
the  tinker,  why,  he  is  a  drowsy,  bawdy,  drunken 
companion,  that  walks  up  and  down  with  a  trug 
after  him,  and,  in  stopping  one  hole,  makes  three ; 
and  if  in  convenient  place  he  meets  with  one  alone, 
perhaps  rifles  him  or  her  of  all  that  ever  they  have  ; 
a  base  knave,  without  fear  of  God,  or  love  to  any 
one,  but  to  his  whore  and  to  himself.  The  pedlar, 
as  bad,  or  rather  worse,  walketh  the  country  with 
his  doxsy  at  the  least,  if  he  have  not  two,  his 
mort  dell  and  autem  mort^ :  he  passeth  commonly 
through  every  pair  of  stocks,  either  for  his  drunken- 
ness, or  his  lechery.  And,  beside,  it  is  reported,  you 
can  lift,  or  nip  a  boung,  like  a  Quire  Cove,^  if  you 
want  pence,  and  that  you  carry  your  pack  but  for  a 
colour  to  shadow  your  other  villanies.  Well,  how- 
soever, you  are  both  knaves,  and  so  be  jogging." 
*'  Well,  (quoth  I,)  I  suppose  the  jury  is  almost  full ; 
I  believe  we  want  not  above  three  or  four  persons ; 
look  you  where  they  come  to  make  up  the  number ; 
and  they  should  be  men  of  good  disposition,  for  they 
seem  to  be  all  of  the  country." 


*MoRT   Dell. — An  unmarried  wench.      Autem    Mort,    a   married 
woman. — ^u^m  signifying  a  church  in  the  Canting  language. 

"Quire  or  Choir  Cove  or  Bird. — A  complete  rogue ;  one  that  has 
sung  in  different  choirs  or  cages  ;  from  whence  we  have  gaol  birds. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


76     A  Quip  for  an  Upstart  Courtier,  &c. 

As  soon  as  they  came  to  us,  I  met  them,  and 
told  them  the  matter,  and  they  were  content      The 
one  said  he  was  a  grazier,  the  other  a  farmer,  the 
other  a  shepherd   to    them  both.      "What   think 
you  of  these  three  ?"     quoth    I.      "  Marry,   (saith 
Velvet- Breeches,)    two  of  the  men  are  honest  men, 
but  the  other  is  a  base  knave :    but  'tis  no  matter, 
shuffle  him  in  amongst  the  rest"      *'  Nay  by  your 
leave,   (quoth    Cloth- Breeches,)    I    will   shuffle   out 
these  two ;    for  they  are  the  very  cormorants  of  the 
country,  and   devour   the   poor  people   with   their 
monstrous  exactions.      And,  first,  I  allege  against 
the  grazier,  that  he  forestaleth  pastures  and  meadow 
grounds  for  the  feeding  of  his  cattle,  and  wringeth 
leases  of  them  out  of  the  poor  men's  hands  ;  and,  in 
his  buying  cattle,   he  commiteth  great  usury  ;   for,  if 
it  prove  a  wet   year,   then   he  maketh  havoc,   and 
selleth  dear ;    if  it  be  a  dry.  year,  then  he  buyeth 
cheap,  and  yet,  having  pasture,  keeps  them  till  he 
may  come  to  his  own  price.      He  knoweth,  as  well 
as  the  butcher,  by  the  feed  of  the   bullock,   how 
much  tallow  he  will  yield  ;    what  his  quarters  will 
amount  unto,  what  the  tanner  will  give  for  the  hide ; 
nay,   what  the  souse-wives    are   able  to   make   of 
the  inwards ;    so  that  he   sells  it  so   dear  to   the 
butcher,  that  he  can  scarce  live  of  it :    and  there- 
fore what  subtlety  the  butcher  useth  cometh  from 
the  grazier  ;    so  that  I  exempt  him  from  the  quest. 
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as  a  bad  member,  and  a  ill  friend  to  Cloth- Breeches. 
And,  for  you,  master  farmer,  you  know  how, 
through  you,  covetous  landlords  raise  their  rents ; 
for,  if  a  poor  man  have  bought  a  plough  land,  if  you 
see  his  pastures  bear  good  grass,  and  his  arable 
ground  good  corn,  and  that  he  prospereth,  and 
goeth  forward  on  it,  and  provideth  and  maintaineth 
his  wife  and  servants  honestiy  ;  then 

Invidus  alterius  rebus  macrescit  optmis, 
Vicinumque peciis  grandius  uber  habet 

Then  straight  envy  pricks  the  farmer  forward, 
and  he  bids  the  landlord  far  more  than  the  poor 
man  pays  "yearly  for  it :  so  that,  if  he  be  a  tenant 
at  will,  he  puts  him  out  to  beg  in  the  street ;  or 
when  his  lease  comes  out,  he  overloads  him  in  the 
fines  ;  and  thus  bloodsucketh  he  the  poor  for 
his  own  private  profit.  Besides,  the  base  chuff, 
if  he  sees  a  forward  year,  and  that  corn  is  like  to  be 
plenty,  then  he  murmureth  against  God,  and  swear- 
eth  and  protesteth  he  shall  be  undone ;  respecting 
more  the  filling  of  his  own  coffers  by  a  dearth,  than 
the  profit  of  his  country  by  a  general  plenty. 
Besides,  sir,  may  it  please  you ;  when  new  com 
comes  into  the  market,  who  brings  into  relieve  the 
state  ?  Not  your  mastership,  but  the  poor  husband- 
man, that  wants  pence  ;  for  you  keep  it  till  the  back 
end  of  the  year  :    nay  you  have  your  garners,  which 
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have  corn  two  or  three  years  old,  upon  hope  stiU  cf 
a  dear  year,  rather  letting  the  weasels  eat  it,  than 
the  poor  shall  have  it  at  any  reasonable  price.  So 
that,  I  conclude,  you  are  a  cormorant  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  a  wretch  that  lives  of  the  spoil  of 
the  needy;  and  so  I  leave  you  to  jet  with  the 
grazier.  Marry,  for  the  shepherd,  (unless  it  be,  that 
he  killeth  a  lamb  now  and  then,  and  says  the  fox 
stole  him,)  I  know  little  craft  in  his  budget ;  there- 
fore let  him  be  among  the  honest  men  of  the  jury." 
"  Well,  Cloth- Breeches,  (quoth  I,)  you  are 
very  peremptory  in  your  challenges  ;  what  say  you, 
here  comes  three  or  four  citizens,  will  any  of  these 
serve  turn  ?"  "  I  cannot  tell,  (quoth  he,)  till  I  know 
their  names  and  conditions."  With  that,  I  stepped 
afore  the  company,  and  inquired  what  they  were  ? 
The  eldest  of  them,  being  a  grave  citizen,  said  he 
was  a  grocer ;  the  rest  his  good  and  honest 
neighbours,  a  chandler,  a  haberdasher,  a  cloth- 
worker,  and  two  strangers,  one  a  Walloon,^  the  other 
a  Dutchman.  "  How  like  ypu  of  these  r  (quoth  I, 
to  Velvet- Breeches).  "Well  enough,  (quoth  he,) 
for  I  am  little  acquainted  with  them ;    yet  I  know 


*  Walloons. — Descendants  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. Some  of  them  fled  to  England  from  the  persecution  of  the  Duke  of 
Alva,  the  Governor  of  the  Low  Countries  for  Philip  II  of  Spain,  1566.  A 
church  was  given  them  by  Queen  Elizabeth.  Their  language  is  considered  to 
be  based  on  that  of  the  ancient  Gauls. 
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they  favour  me,  because  I  have  on  a  Sunday  seen 
them  all  in  their  silks."  "  I  marry,  (quoth  Cloth- 
Breeches,)  but  they  never  get  that  bravery  with 
honesty ;  for  the  clothworker  his  faults  were  laid 
open  before,  when  we  had  the  draper  in  question, 
and  therefore  let  him  be  packing.  For  you, 
chandler,  I  like  not  of  your  tricks ;  you  are  too 
conversant  with  the  kitchen-stuff  wives ;  you  after 
your  wick  or  snaft  is  stiffened,  you  dip  it  in  filthy 
dross,  and  after  give  him  a  coat  of  good  tallow, 
which  makes  the  candles  drop  and  waste  away,  to 
the  great  hindrance  of  the  poor  workmen  that 
watcheth  in  the  night  Beside,  you  pinch  in  your 
weights,  and  have  false  measures,  and  many  other 
knaveries  that  I  omit ;  but  this  be  sure,  you  shall 
not  meddle  in  my  matter.  Neither  the  haberdasher, 
for  he  trims  up  old  felts,  and  makes  them  very  fair 
to  the  eye,  and  faceth  and  edgeth  them  neatly,  and 
then  he  turns  them  away  to  such  a  simple  man  as  I 
am;  and  so  abuseth  us  with  his  cozenage.  Beside, 
you  buy  gummed  taffata,  wherewith  you  line  hats 
that  will  straight  asunder,  as  soon  as  it  comes  to 
the  heat  of  a  man's  head.  To  be  brief;  I  am  not 
well  skilled  in  your  knaveries,  but  indeed  you  are 
too  subtle  for  poor  Cloth- Breeches,  and  therefore 
you  shall  be  none  of  the  jury.  Marry,  the  grocer 
seems  an  honest  man,  and  I  am  content  to  admit  of 
him :    only  take  this  as  a  caveat  by  the  way,  that 
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you  buy,  of  the  garj^lers  of  spices,  the  refuse  that 
they  sift  from  the  merchant,  and  that  you  mix 
again  and  sell  it  to  your  customers.  Besides,  in 
your  beaten  spices,  as  in  pepper,  you  put  in  bay 
berries,  and  such  dross,  and  so  wring  the  poor ;  but 
these  are  slight  causes ;  and  so  I  overpass  them, 
and  vouchsafe  you  to  be  of  the  quest  But  I  pray 
you,  what  be  those  two  honest  men  ?"  Quoth  the 
grocer.  "  The  one  a  Dutchman  and  a  shoemaker, 
the  other  a  Frenchman  and  a  milliner  in  St  Martins, 
and  sells  shirts,  bands,  bracelets,  jewels,  and  such 
pretty  toys  for  gentlewomen. 

"  Oh  they  be  of  Velvet- Breeches'  acquaintance, 
upstarts  as  well  as  he,  that  have  brought  with  them 
pride  and  abuses  into  England  :  and  first  to  the 
milliner.  What  toys  deviseth  he  to  feed  the 
humour  of  the  upstart  gentleman  withal,  and  of 
fond  gentlewomen  ?  Such  fans,  such  owches,  such 
broaches,  such  bracelets,  such  craunces,^  such 
perriwigs,  such  paintings,  such  ruffs  and  cuffs,  as 
hath  almost  made  England  as  full  of  proud 
fopperies  as  Tyre  and  Sidon  were.  There  is  no 
seamster  can  make  a  band  or  a  shirt  so  well  as  his 
wife  :  and  why,  forsooth  ?  Because  the  filthy  quean 
wears  a  craunce,  and  is  a  Frenchwoman,  forsooth  ; 
whereas  our  English  women  of  the  Exchange  are 

*Craunce. — A  chaplet,  or  garknd. 
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both  better  workwomen,  and  will  afford  a  better 
pennyworth.  And  so  for  the  drunken  Dutchman, 
this  shoemaker,  he  and  such  as  he  is,  abuseth  the 
commonwealth,  and  the  poor  mechanical  men  and 
handicrafts  men  of  London  :  for  our  new  upstart 
fools,  of  Velvet-Breeches'  fraternity,  liketh  nothing 
but  diat  the  outlandish  ass  maketh.  They  like  no 
shoe  so  well  as  Dutchman  maketh,  when  our 
English  men  pass  them  far.  And  so  for  chandlers, 
and  all  other  occupations,  they  are  wronged  by  the 
Dutch  and  French.  And  therefore,  since  the  com- 
mons hates  them,  they  cannot  be  my  friends,  and 
therefore  let  them  be  launching  to  Flushing,  for 
they  shall  be  no  triers  of  my  controversy."  "  Well, 
(quoth  I,)  now  I  suppose  the  jury  is  full,  and  we 
see  no  more  coming,  let  us  call  them  and  see  how 
many  we  have."  So  they  appeared  to  their  names 
as  foUoweth  : 

The  Names  of  the  Jury  to  be  empanelled. 


I.  Knight 

9.  Carpenter.  C8««oT«r.] 

2.  Esquire. 

10.  Saddler. 

3.  Gentleman. 

II.  Joiner. 

4.  Priest 

12.   Bricklayer. 

5.  Printer. 

13.  Cutler. 

6.  Grocer. 

14.  Plaisterer. 

7.  Skinner. 

15.  Sailon 

8.  Dyer. 

16.  Ropemaker. 
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17.  Smith. 

18.  Glover. 

19.  Husbandman. 

20.  Shepherd. 


21.  Waterman. 

22.  Waterbearer. 

23.  Bellowsmender, 


"  What,  is  it  not  possible  (quoth  I)  to  have  one 
more,  to  make  up  the  four-and-twenty  ?"  As  I  was 
thus  speaking,  I  espied,  afar  off,  a  certain  kind  of 
an  overworn  gentleman,  attired  in  velvet  and  satin, 
but  it  was  somewhat  dropped  and  g^reasy ;  and  boots 
on  his  legs,  whose  soles  waxed  thin,  seemed  to 
complain  of  their  master,  which,  treading  thrift 
under  his  feet,  had  brought  them  unto  that  consump- 
tion. He  walked  not  as  other  men  in  the  common 
beaten  way,  but  came  compassing  circum  circa,  as  if 
we  had  been  devils,  and  he  would  draw  a  circle 
about  us  ;  and  at  every  third  step  he  looked  back,  as 
if  he  were  afraid  of  a  bailee  or  sergeant. 

Carpenter,  &c. — In  the  old  copy  and  subsequent  reprints  the  ninth 
Juryman  is  put  down  as  a  Pewterer.  This  is  a  mistake,  as  no  Pewterer  is 
presented  to,  or  admitted  on,  the  Jury.  A  Carpenter  b  presented  to — mde 
page  72,  and  admitted  on — page  74.  It  is  noteworthy  that  in  Th3mn*s  **The 
Debate  between  Pride  and  Lowliness  "  there  is  no  Bopemaker  mentioned  as  a 
Juryman.     The  Jury  in  that  work  is  composed  of  15,  and  recorded  thus : — 

"  So  I  called  them,  as  ye  shall  here. 

The  Knight  the  Squire  and  the  Gentleman, 
The  Baker,  Brewer,  and  the  Vittaller, 
The  Turner,  Graisier,  and  Husbandman. 

The  Haberdasher,  and  the  Vintener, 

The  Bricklayer,  and  the  Smyth  also. 
The  Weaver,  and  with  him  the  Shoomaker  ; 

So  was  oar  Jury  full  complet,  and  mo, " 
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After  him  followed  two  pert  apple-squires^ ;  the 
one  had  a  murrey^  cloth  gown  on,  faced  down  before 
with  grey  coney,'  and  laid  thick  on  the  sleeves  with 
lace,  which  he  quaintly  bare  up,  to  show  his  white 
taffata  hose  and  black  silk  stockings ;  a  huge  ruff 
about  his  neck  wrapt  in  his  great  head  like  a  wicker 
cage ;  a  little  hat  with  brims  like  the  wings  of  a 
doublet,  wherein  he  wore  a  jewel  of  glass,  as  broad 
as  the  chancery  seal.  After  him  followed  two  boys 
in  cloaks  like  butterflies,  carrying  one  of  them  his 
cutting  sword  of  choler,  the  other  his  dancing  rapier 
of  delight.  His  comrade,  that  bare  him  company,  was 
a  jolly  light  timbered  jackanapes,  in  a  suit  of  watchet* 
taffata  cut  to  the  skin,  with  a  cloak  all-to  bedaubed 
with  coloured  lace.  Both  he  and  my  gowned 
brother  seemed,  by  their  pace,  as  if  they  had  some 
suits  to  Monsieur  Boots.  At  length  coming  near, 
I  might  discern  the  first  to  be  a  poet,  the  second  a 
player,  the  third  a  musician,  alias  the  usher  of  a 
dancing  school.  "Well  met,  master  poet,  (quoth 
I,)  and  welcome,  you  friends  also,  though  not  so 
particularly  known.  So  it  is;  though  none  of  you 
three  be  commonwealthsmen,  yet  upon  urgent  ne- 

^ Apple  Squire. — A  kept  gallant,  or  pimp. 
"Murrey.— A  dark  reddish  brown. 
'Grey  Coney.— Rabbit  skin. 
*Watchet.— Light  blue. 
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cessity  we  must  be  forced  to  employ  you.  We  have 
a  jury  to  be  empanelled  immediately,  which  one  of 
you  three  must  help  to  make  up ;  even  he  which 
approves  himself  the  honestest  man."  "  They  are 
all  honest  men  and  good  fellows,  (quoth  Velvet- 
Breeches,)  therefore,  it  is  no  great  matter  whether 
of  them  we  choose." 

"The  doctors  doubt  of  that,  (quoth  Cloth- 
Breeches,)  for  I  am  of  a  different  opinion.  This 
first,  whom  by  his  careless  slovenly  gait  at  first  sight 
I  imagined  to  be  a  poet,  is  a  waste-good  and  an 
unthrift ;  that  he  is  bom  to  make  the  taverns  rich 
and  himself  a  beggar  ;  If  he  have  forty  pounds  in 
his  purse  together,  he  puts  it  not  to  usury  neither 
buys  land  nor  merchandise  with  it,  but  a  month's 
commodity  of  wenches  and  capons.  Ten  pound  a 
supper,  why  'tis  nothing,  if  his  plough  goes  and  his 
inkhom  be  clear  :  Take  one  of  them  worth  twenty 
thousand  pound  and  hang  him.  He  is  a  king  of  his 
pleasure,  and  counts  all  other  boors  and  peasants, 
that,  though  they  have  money  at  command,  yet 
know  not,  like  him,  how  to  domineer  with  it  to  any 
purpose  as  they  should.  But  to  speak  plainly,  I 
think  him  an  honest  man,  if  he  would  but  live 
within  his  compass,  and,  generally,  no  man's  foe  but 
his  own.  Therefore  I  hold  him  a  man  fit  to  be  of 
my  jury."  Nay,  (quoth  Velvet- Breeches,^)  I  have 
more  mind  to  these  two,  for  this  poet  is  a  proud 
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fellow,  that,  because  he  hath  a  little  wit  in  his 
budget,  will  contemn  and  mistake  us  that  are  the 
common  sort  of  gentlemen,  and  think  we  are 
beholden  to  him,  if  he  do  but  bestow  a  fair  look 
upon  us.  The  player,  and  the  usher  of  the  dancing 
school  are  plain,  honest,  humble  men,  that  play  for 
a  penny,  or  an  old  cast  suit  of  apparel."  "  Indeed, 
(quoth  Cloth- Breeches,)  you  say  truth ;  they  are 
but  too  humble,  for  they  be  so  lowly,  that  they  be 
base  minded :  I  mean  not  in  their  looks  nor  apparel, 
for  so  they  be  peacocks  and  painted  asses,  but  in 
their  course  of  life,  for  they  care  not  how  they  get 
crowns,  I  mean  how  basely,  so  they  have  them ; 
and  yet,  of  the  two,  I  hold  the  player  to  be  the 
better  Christian,  although  he  is,  in  his  own 
imagination,  too  full  of  self-liking  and  self-love,  and 
is  unfit  to  be  of  the  jury,  though  I  hide  and  conceal 
his  faults  and  fopperies,  in  that  ^I  have  been  merry 
at  his  sports  ;  only  this  I  must  say,  that  such  a  plain 
country  fellow  as  myself,  they  bring  in  as  clowns 
and  fools  to  laugh  at  in  their  play,  whereas  they 
get  by  us,  and  of  our  alms  the  proudest  of  them  all 
doth  live.  Well,  to  be  brief,  let  him  trot  to  the 
stage,  for  he  shall  be  none  of  the  jury.  And  for 
you,  Master  Usher  of  the  dancing  school,  you  are 
a  leader  into  all  misrule  ;  you  instruct  gentlemen  to 
order  their  feet,  when  you  drive  them  to  misorder 
their  manners;    you  are  a  bad  fellow,  that  stand 
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upon  your  tricks  and  capers,  till  you  make  young 
gentlemen  caper  without  their  lands  ;  why,  sir,  to  be 
flat  with  you,  you  live  by  your  legs  as  a  juggler  by 
his  hands,  you  are  given  over  to  the  pomps  and 
vanities  of  the  world,  and,  to  be  short,  you  are  a 
keeper  of  misrule,  and  a  lewd  fellow,  and  you  shall 
be  none  of  the  quest." 

"Why  then,  (quoth  I,)  you  are  both  agreed 
that  the  poet  is  he  that  must  make  up  the  twenty- 
four."  They  answered  both,  "  He,  and  none  but 
he."  Then  I,  calling  them  all  together,  bade  them 
lay  their  hands  on  the  book ;  and  first  I  called  the 
knight,  and  after,  the  rest  as  they  followed  in  order ; 
then  I  gave  them  their  charge^  thus  : 

"  Worshipful  sir,  with  the  rest  of  the  jury, 
whom  we  have  solicited  of  choice  honest  men, 
.  whose  consciences  will  deal  uprightly  in  this  con- 
troversy ;  you  and  the  rest  of  your  company  are 
here  upon  your  oath  and  oaths,  to  enquire  whether 
Cloth- Breeches  have  done  disseison  unto  Velvet- 
Breeches  ;    yea,   or    no,   in    or  about   London,    in 


*The  Charge  to  the  Jury  is  given  thus  in  Thynn's  "  The  Debate  between 
Pride  and  Lowliness  :" — 

**  I  read  them  over  all  the  whole  record, 
Every  point  and  article  at  large, 
And  eke  the  sense  and  meaning  of  eche  word 
I  shewd,  and  therwithall  what  was  their  charge. 

And  bad  them  for  a  time  to  go  aside. 

And  ripely  of  the  matter  to  debate. 
And  pray  to  God  therein  to  be  their  guide. 

That  they  ne  did  but  right  to  none  estate. " 
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putting  him  out  of  frank  tenement  wronging  him  of 
his  right,  and  embellishing  his  credit :  if  you  find  * 
that  Cloth- Breeches  hath  done  Velvet- Breeches 
wrong,  then  let  him  be  set  in  his  former  estate,  and 
allow  him  reasonable  damages."  Upon  this,  they 
laid  their  hands  on  the  book  and  were  sworn,  and 
departed  to  scrutinize  of  the  matter,  by  enquiry 
amongst  themselves ;  not  stirring  out  of  our  sight, 
nor  staying  long;  but  straight  returned,  and  the 
knight  for  them  all,  as  the  foremost,  said  thus  :  "  So 
it  is,  that  we  have  with  equity  and  .confidence  con- 
sidered of  this  controversy  between  Velvet- Breeches 
and  Cloth- Breeches,  as  touching  the  prerogative  of 
them  both,  which  are  most  worthy  to  be  rightly 
resident  and  have  seisson  in  frank  tenement  here  in 
England  ;  and  we  do  find  that  Cloth- Breeches  is  by 
many  hundred  years  more  ancient,  ever  since  Brute, 
an  inhabitant  in  this  island,  one  that  hath  been  in 
diebus  tilts  a  companion  to  kings,  an  equal  witK  the 
nobility,  a  friend  to  gentleman  and  yeomen,  and  a 
patron  of  the  poor  ;  a  true  subject ;  a  good  house- 
keeper, and  generally  as  honest  as  he  is  ancient 
Whereas  Velvet- Breeches  is  an  upstart,  come  out  of 
Italy,  begot  of  pride,  nursed  up  by  self-love,  and 
brought  into  this  country  by  his  companion  New- 
fangleness ;  that  he  is  but  of  late  time  raiser  of 
rents,  and  an  enemy  in  the  commonwealth,  and  one 
that  is  not  any  way  to  be  preferred  in  equity  before 
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Cloth- Breeches :   therefore,  by  general  verdict  we 

adjudge    Cloth- Breeches    to    have    done-  him    no 

wrong ;    but  that  he  hath  lawfully  claimed  his  title 

of  frank  tenement,  and  in  that  we  appoint  him  for 

ever  to  be  resident"      At  this  verdict,  pronounced 

by  the  knight,   all   the  standers-by   clapped  their 

hands,  and  gave  a  mighty  shout ;  whereat  I 

started  and  awaked :    for  I  was  in  a 

dream  and  in  my  bed,^  and  so 

rose  up,  and  writ  in  a 

•     merry  vein  what 

you  have 

heard. 


^**  And  looked  all  my  chamber  rouid  about. 

And  called  to  remembraunce  all  my  sweven  [dream]  ; 
And  yf  I  were  at  home  yet  gan  I  doubt, 
I  meane,  where  as  I  layd  me  downe  at  even. 

So  when  I  had  a  whyle  consydered. 

And  viewed  well  the  wyndowe  and  the  wall. 
And  found  my  selfc  betweene  my  sheetes  in  bed, 

I  gan  to  sigh,  and  thanked  God  for  all." 

Thynn*s   The  Debate  between  Pride  and  LowUneu,  edited  with  an  Intro- 
duction and  Notes  by  J.  Payne  Collier,  Esq.,  F.S.A. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


[HE  tract  with  which  the  reader  is  here  presented  has  a  double 
claim  to  attention,  as  being  the  last  of  a  literary  controversy 
between  Thomas  Nash  and  Dr.  Gabriel  Harvey,  which  began 
in  1592  in  anger,  and  ended  in  1597  in  coarse  and  personal 
abuse ;  and  as  a  "  Literary  Rarity  "—so  rare  that  only  one 
single  copy  is  believed  to  be  in  existence  :  and  all  the  other  tracts  of  this  most 
virulent,  keen-edged,  and  long-standing  paper  war  are  of  the  rarest  occurrence, 
and  as  costly  as  if  they  consisted  of  leaves  of  gold,  as  it  became  necessary  to 
dry  up  the  floodgates  of  these  rival  ink  horns  by  an  order  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury.  The  order  is  a  remarkable  fragment  of  our  literary  history, 
and  is  thus  expressed  :  **  That  all  Nash's  books  and  Dr.  Harvey's  books  be, 
taken  wheresover  they  may  be  found,  and  that  none  of  the  said  books  be  ever 
printed  hereafter." 

In  his  "Calamities  and  Quarrels  of  Authors,"  Disraeli,  in  a  chapter  on 
"  Literary  Ridicule,  illustrated  by  some  account  of  a  literary  satire,"  says  that 
**  The  literary  reign  of  Elizabeth,  so  fertile  in  every  kind  of  genius,  exhibits  a 
remarkable  instance,  in  the  controversy  between  the  witty  Tom  Nash  and  the 
learned  Gabriel  Harvey.  It  illustrates  the  nature  of  the  fictian  of  ridicule, 
exposes  the  materials  of  which  its  shafts  are  composed,  and  the  secret  arts  by 
which  ridicule  can  level  a  character  which  scenes  to  be  placed  above  it." 

"Gabriel  Harvey  was  an  author  of  considerable  rank,  but  with  two 
learned-  brothers,  as  old  Anthony  ^  Wood  in  his  Athenae  Oxonienses  tells  us, 
*  had  the  ill  luck  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  that  noted  and  restless  buffoon  Tom 
Nash.  He  twisted  the  many  foibles  of  the  pedantic  Doctor  into  the  most 
ludicrous  and  grotesque  shapes,  and  exposed  him  to  ridicule.* 

"Harvey,"  continues  Disraeli,  "is  not  unknown  to  the  lover  of  poetry, 
from  his  connexion  wtth  Spenser,  who  loved  and  revered  him.  He  is  the 
Hohjnol  whose  poem  is  prefixed  to  the  *  Faery  Queen,*  who  introduced 
Spenser  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney  :  and,  besides  his  intimacy  with  the  literary 
characters  of  his  times,  he  was  a  Doctor  of  Laws,  an  erudite  scholar,  and  dis- 
tinguished as  a  poet,  such  a  man  could  hardly  be  contemptible ;  and  yet, 
when  some  little  peculiarities  became  aggravated,  and  his  works  are  touched 
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by  the  caustic  of  the  most  adroit  banterer  of  that  age  of  wit,  no  chaimrfn-  has 
descended  to  us  with  such  grotesque  deformity,  exhibited  in  so  ludicrous  an 
attitude." 

**  Harvey  was  a  pedant,  but  pedantry  was  part  of  the  erudition  of  an  age 
when  our  national  literature  was  passing  from  its  infancy;  he  introduced 
hexameter  verse  into  our  language,  and  pompously  laid  claim  to  an  invention 
which,  designed  for  the  reformation  of  English  verse,  was  practised  till  it 
was  found  sufficiently  ridiculous.  His  style  is  infected  with  his  pedantic  taste  ; 
and  the  hard  outline  of  his  satirical  humour  betra3rs  the  scholastic  cynic,  not 
the  airy  and  fluent  wit  He  had,  perhaps,  the  foibles  of  a  man  who  was 
clearing  himself  from  obscurity ;  he  prided  himself  on  his  family  alliances, 
while  he  fastidiously  looked  askance  on  the  trade  of  his  father — a  rope- 
manufacturer." 

The  humour  of  making  "  The  Trimming  of  Th<muu  Nath^  Oentleman,'* 
proceed  from  so  unlikely  a  source  as  **  by  the  high-tituled  patron  Don  Richardo 
de  Medico  Campo,  Barber  Chirurgeon  to  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge " — 
the  same  person  to  whom  Nash  in  mockery  had  dedicated  his  **  Have  with  you 
to  Saffron  Walden" — ^J.  Payn^  Collier  says,  "Would  never  have  occurred  to 
Harvey,  had  not  Nash  originated  the  introduction  of  the  barber,  which  con- 
stitutes the  chief  merit  of  Harvey's  performance.  The  IHmming  was  not 
published  until  after  the  date  of  Nash's  renewed  attack,  in  1594 ;  and  one 
excuse  for  its  coarseness  and  abuse  may  be,  that  the  whole  was  put  into  the 
mouth  of  so  humble,  yet  familiar  a  personage.      How  the  barber  became  so 

;  out-of-the-way  learned,  as  he  is  sometimes  represented  in  the  pamphlet,  might 

'  puzzle  us,  if  we  did  not  know  who  was  the  real  author  of  the  many  references 
and  elucklations  :  some  mistakes  in  Latin  quotations  were  clearly  intentional. 

\  Harvey  was  probably  ashamed  to  put  his  name  upon  the  title  page,  or  at  the 
close  of  the  preliminary  matter  ;  but  the  work  was  well  known  to  be  his  at 

Uhe  time  the  order  was  issued  for  the  cessation  of  the  libellous  controversy, 
which  in  various  forms  had  continued  for  more  than  five  years." 

"It  is  true,  Harvey  was  allowed  the  lastwoid,  butitwasof  sadiaclumcter 
that  he  would  have  been  glad  to  recall  it ;  and  although  he  lived  many  years 
afterwards,  he  did  not,  as  a  literary  man,  survive  the  blow  he  had  inflicted  on 
his  own  reputation. " 
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TO  THE  LEARNED  : 

Erne,  perlege,  nee,  te  precii  paenitebit 


TO   THE  SIMPLE: 

Buy  me,  read  me  through,  and  thou  wilt  not  repent 
thee  of  thy  cost 
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[ROFACE/  gentle  Gentlemen.  I  am  sorry 
I  have  no  better  cates^  to  present  you  with ; 
but  pardon,  I  pray  you,  for  this  which 
I  have  here  provided  was  bred  in  Lent,  and  Lent 
(you  know)  is  said  of  lean,  because  it  macerates  and 
makes  lean  the  body  :  if  therefore  this  dish  be  lean, 
and  nothing  answerable  to  your  expectation,  let  it 
suffice  'twas  bred  in  Lent :  neither  had  it  any  time 
wherein  it  might  gather  anything  unto  itself,  to 
n^ake  it  more  fat  and  delightful.  His  Epistle  I 
expected  any  time  these  three  years,  but  this  mine 
answer,  sine  fitco  loquar,  though  it  be  not  worthy  to 
be  called  the  work  of  one  well  spent  hour,  I  have 
wrought  forth  out  of  the  stolen  hours  of  three 
weeks:  for  although  occasion  hath  been  offered 
ever  since  the  epistle  hath  been  extant  to  answer  it, 
yet   held   in   suspense,    considering    the    man   and 


^Proface. — An  exclamation  equivalent  to  "  Much  good  may  it  do  you." 
'Gates. — Viands,  delicious  food,  dainties. 
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matter,  whether  I  should  take  it  upon  me  or  no. 
At  last,  concluding  him  easily  answerable,  I  have 
undergone  it  :  therefore,  however  you  see  it 
crept  abroad.  Gentles,  receive  it  well  in  worth: 
your  favours,  happily,  might  add  strength  unto  it, 
and  stir  tap  the  fain  creeping  steps  to  a  more 
lively  pace ;  it,  by  hard  hap  being  denied  of  the 
progress,  keeping  at  home,  hath  grown  somewhat 
greater.  To  tell  you  what  the  man  is,  and  the 
reason  of  this  book,  were  but  trivial  and  superfluous, 
only  this;  you  may  call  it  The  Trimming  of 
Thomas  Nash,  wherein  he  is  described.  In  trim- 
ming of  which  description,  though  I  have  found 
out,  and  fetched  from  the  mint,  some  few  new  words 
to  colour  him,  grant  me  pardon,  I  think  them  fit  for 
him  who  is  so  limned  and  coloured  with  all  new  found 
villany ;  for,  if  they  be  etymologized,  they  no  whit 
disagree  from  his  properties.  Slender  labour  hath 
sufficed  to  weave  this  thin  superficial  veil  to  cover 
his  crimson  Epistle,  and  shadow  it  forth  unto  the 
world.  For  as  a  garment  of  too  bright  a  colour  is 
too  evil  an  object  for  the  eyes  (as  is  the  sun),  and  is 
nothing  gazed  after,  no  not  of  those  who  never  saw 
it  before ;  yet  new  things  are  desired,  because  'twould 
prove  pernicious  to  their  eyes,  but  once  o'er-clouded 
and  covered  with  a  lawn  vesture,  through  that  it 
shines  and  becometh  a  less  hurting  object  and  draws 
the  people's  sight  after  it :  so  his  Epistle,  in  its  own 
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mbMr  being  too  fefspknctent  ahd  hurtfal  to  the 
readers,  is  laid  apart  and  iis  nothing  in  request,  for 
that  twdtfJd  prove  as  a  burning  glass  unt6  their 
-eyas ;  but  vestured  With  thi^  caul  and  rare-Thought 
garment  it  loseth  part  of  its  hurting  vigour,  and 
therefoi^e  is  called  to  be  seen  again. 

Loathed  tediousness  I  also  eschewed,  as  no  less 
hurtful  than  too  bright  an  object  The  book  which 
he  dedicateth  to  me  is  so  tedious,  that,  had  I  read  it 
through,  it  so  loathsome  would  have  wrought  more 
on  me,  both  upward  and  downward,  than  three  drams  * 
of  pills :  his  Epistle  is  not  behind  hand  ;  to  that  I 
might  say  as  said  Diogenes  to  the  men  of  Minda 
(whose  gates  were  greater  in  analogical  proportion 
than  their  city)  O,  ye  men  of  Minda,  look  to  your 
chy,  that  it  flies  not  out  at  your  gates  :  so  his  book 
might  well,  for  the  largeness  of  the  Epistle,  have 
flewn  out  at  it ;  and  surely  *  I  think,  had  his  book 
any  wings,  that  is,  any  quaint  device  flying  abroad 
to  please  withal,  it  would  never  have  stayed  till  this 
time.  Therefore  I  think  it  providently  done  of  him 
(though  out  of  doubt  the  fool  had  no  such  drift)  to 
make  the  gates  so  big,  that  when  we  have  passed 
through  the  gates,  supposing  all  the  city  to  be 
suitable  to  the  stateliness  of  them,  but  after  we  are 
entered,  finding  ourselves  merely  gulled,  and 
that  all  the  city  is  not  worth  the  gates,  we  may 
the  more  readily  find  the  way  out  of  the  city  again, 
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the  gates  being  so  great :  and  this  remedy  I  found 
once,  when  I  took  my  journey  into  his  city. 

But  to  return.  If  this  be  not  so  well  set  forth 
as  you  could  wish  it  were,  blame  me  not ;  for  as 
the  moon,  being  naked  and  bare,  is  said  once  to 
have  gone  to  her  mother  and  asked  of  her  a  coat  to 
clothe  her,  but  she  answered,  there  could  be  no 
coat  made  fit  for  her  for  her  instability,  sometime 
she  being  in  the  full,  and  sometime  in  the  wane; 
so  he,  being  a  man  of  so  great  revolution,  I  could 
not  fit  him ;  for  if  I  had  undertaken  to  speak  of, 
one  of  his  properties,  another  came  into  my  mind 
and  another  followed  that,  which  bred  confusion, 
making  it  too  little  for  him:  therefore,  were  it  not 
too  little,  it  might  be  'twould  be  fit :  but,  howsoever, 
pardon  (Gentlemen)  my  boldness  in  presenting  to 
your  favourable  views  this  little  and  confused  coat. 

Yours  in  all  courtesy,  Richard  Lichfield, 
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^IR,  here  is  a  gentleman  at  the  door  would 
speak  with  you.  Let  him  come  in. 
Mr.  Nash  !  welcome.  What !  you  would 
be  trimmed ;  and  I  cannot  deny  you  that  favour. 
Come,  sit  down,  TU  trim  you  myself.  How  now  ? 
What  makes  you  sit  down  so  tenderly  ?  you  crintch 
in  your  buttocks  like  old  father  Pater  Patrice,  he 
that  was  father  to  a  whole  country  of  bastards. 
Dispatch,  sir  boy!  set  the  water  to  the  fire;  but, 
sirrah,  hark  in  your  ear;  first  go  provide  me  my  break- 
fast, that  I  go  not  fasting  about  him ;  then  go  to  the 
apothecary  and  fetch  me  some  repressive  antidotunty 
to  put  into  the  bason,  to  keep  down  the  venomous 

B 
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vapours  that  arise  from  his  infectious  excrements  : 
for  (I  tell  you)  I  like  not  his  countenance  ;  I  am 
afraid  he  labours  of  the  venereal  murr. 

Muse  not  (gentle  Thomas)  that  I  come  so 
roughly  upon  you  with  Sit  down,  without  any 
dedicatory  epistle,  which  (I  know)  you  expected ; 
for  that  your  Epistle  (in  some  wise)  brought  forth 
this  small  work,  which  purposely  I  omitted,  scorn- 
ing patronage  against  you.  For  if  (by  an  Epistle) 
I  had  made  some  lord  or  knight  my  patron,  it 
would  have  menaged  and  given  courage  to 
you,  that  (not  sufficient  of  my  self)  I  should  get 
some  protector  to  stand  out  with  you.  As  in  a 
cock-fight,  if  the  cock-master  takes  off  his  cock 
when  they  are  buckled  together,  it  encourageth  the 
other  cock  (deeming  his  adversary  to  fly  to  his 
master  for  refuge)  so  that  he  crows  forth  the  triumph 
before  the  victory.  Therefore,  forsooth,  if  for  orders 
sake  (that  of  custom,  might  be  made  a  necesssary 
law)  you  would  have  an  epistle,  I  thought  it  best, 
respecting  the  subject  matter,  as  near  as  possibly  I 
o  tuxfyumui  could  to  pattem  it  with  the  like  patron.  Then,  not 
knowing  where  to  hear  of  some  miscreant,  polluted 
with  all  vices,  both  of  body  and  mind,  and 
viewing  over  all  the  impressed  images  of  men  in  the 
memorial  cell  of  my  brain,  at  last  I  espied  your 
self  more  lively  engraven  than  the  rest,  and,  as  it 
were,  offering  your  self   to   this   purpose.      Then 
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presently  I  made  choice  of  you,  that  like  an  ass  you 
might  bear  your  burden,  and  patronize  your  own 
scourge ;  as  doth  the  silly  hedge-sparrow,  that  so 
long  fostereth  up  the  cuckoo  in  her  nest,  till  at 
length  she  be  devoured  of  her ;  or  the  viper,  that  is 
destroyed  of  her  own  whelps.  All  England  for  a 
patron  !  But  to  this  sudden  joy  (for  sudden  joy  soon  ^^f^^^^ 
ends)  this  cross  happened ;  that  knowing  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  gratulate  my  patron  with  the  first  hereof, 
but  not  knowing  where  to  find  you,  for  that  you  (the 
worlds  citizen)  are  here  and  there,  you  may  dine  in 
this  place,  and  go  supperless  to  bed  if  you  know 
where  to  have  your  bed ;  you  may  be  in  one 
prison  to  day,  and  in  another  to  morrow; 
so  that  you  have  a  place  but  as  a  fleeting  incorporeal 
substance  circumscribed  with  no  limits,  that  of  your 
own  you  have  not  so  much  as  one  of  Diogenes  his 
poor  cottages.  You  have  indeed  a  terminus  a  quo 
(as  we  logicians  speak)  but  no  terminus  ad  quern. 
Now,  sir,  for  the  uncertainty  of  your  mansion  house,  ^<^^^^v 
you  having  all  the  world  to  keep  court  in,  and  being  ^*"*^ '"*''• 
so  haunted  with  an  earthquake  that  in  what  house 
soever  you  are  one  day,  you  are  shaken  out  the 
next,  my  little  Book  might  kill  three  or  four  porters, 
that  must  run  up  and  down  London  to  seek  you, 
and  at  the  last  might  die  itself  for  want  of  succour 
before  it  comes  to  your  hands.     Yet  it  might  be. 
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that  in  your  request  you  are  insatiable ;    you  will 

take  no  excuse,  your  will  is  your  reason, 

nay  may  not  be  admitted.     Well, 

it  shall  be  yours :   for  your 

Epistle's  sake,  have  at 

you  with  an 

Epistle, 
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^^^|wv 

W^ 

^flv^^Rk&wM  (^^^^^J^ 

k^^^S^ 

^^ 

To  the  polypragmatical,  parasitupocritical,  aud  pan-      \ 
tophainoudendecontical   Puppy^     Thomas  Nash,      ' 
Richard  Lichfield  wishes  the  contintuLUce  of  that 
he  hath  :   that  is,  that  he  want  not  the  want  of 
healthy  wealth,  and  liberty. 

Mitto   tibi   Nashum  prora  N.  puppi  humque     J»^«*«"* 
carentem. 

|0D  save  you  (right  glossomachical  Thomas), 
the  virtuous  riches,  wherewith  (as  broad 
spread  fame  reporteth)  you  are  induced, 
though  fam^i  malum  (as  saith  the  poet)  which  I 
confirm,  for  that  she  is  tam  ficti  pravique  tenax, 
quam,  nuncia  veri,  as  well  saith  Master  William 
Lilly  in  his  adjectiva  verbalia  in  ax.  I  say,  the 
report  of  your  rich  virtues  so  bewitched  me  toward 
you,  that  I  cannot  but  send  my  poor  book  to  be 
virtuously  succoured  of  you,  that  when  both  yours 
and  my  friends  shall  see  it,  they  may  (for  your  sake) 
virtuously  accept  of  it      But  it  may  be  you  deny 
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the  epistle  :  the  book  is  of  you,  the  epistle  must  be 
to  some  other.  I  answer,  you  are  desirous  of  an 
epistle.  Did  not  Ccefar  write  those  things  him- 
self which  himself  did?  And  did  not  Lucius, 
that  golden  ass,  speak  of  himself  which  was 
the  ass?  and  will  not  you  (though  an  ass,  yet 
neither  golden  nor  silver)  patronize  that  which 
others  took  pains  to  write  of  you  ?  Ceesar  and 
Lucius  for  that  shall  live  for  ever:  and  so  shall 
you  as  long  as  ever  you  live.  Go  to,  I  say; 
he  is  an  ill  horse  that  will  not  carry  his  own 
provender.  But  chiefly  I  am  to  tell  you  of  one 
thing,  which  I  choose  to  tell  you  of  in  my  epistle, 
both  because  of  epistles  some  be  denunciatory,  as 
also  considering  that  wise  saying  elsewhere  of  the 
precise  schoolrifester,  If  thy  friend  commit  any 
enormous  offence  toward  thee,  tell  him  of  it  in  an 
Epistle.  And  truly  this  is  a  great  and  enormous 
offence,  at  which  my  collar  stands  upright,  [neither 
will  I  put  it  up.  Therefore  in  sadness  provide  your 
lawyer ;  I  have  mine  :  it  will  bear  as  good  an  action 
as   if   you  should   have  come   into  another  man's 

'  house,  and  never  say.  Hoe !  God  be  here  :  that  is, 
you  wrote  a  foul  epistle  to  me,  and  never  told  me  of 

;  it  before.  You  might  have  said,  By  your  leave,  sir. 
I  warrant  you,  I  write  but  this  small  epistle  to  you, 
and  I  tell  you  of  it  as  long  before  as  the  epistle  is 
long.       But   now    I    remember   me,  there   was  no 
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hatred  between  us  before,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
proved  but  chance-medley.  Let  it  even  alone,  it 
cannot  be  undone ;  for  a  thing  easily  done  never 
can  be  undone,  and  a  man  may  quickly  become  a 
knave,  but  hardly  an  honest  man.  And  thus 
(malevolent  Toni)  I  leave  thee.  From  my  chamber  ^^^^^ 
in  Camb.  to  your. 


Yours  in  love,  usqtie  ad  araSy 

Rich.  Lichfield. 


That  U,  thai 
wottM  foUovf" 
thee  even  to 
ih«gaUov)t. 
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^^^ 

30U  see  how  lovingly  I  deal  with  you  in  my 
epistle,  and  tell  of  your  virtues,  which  (God 
forgive  me  for  it)  is  as  arrant  a  lie  as  ever 
was  told  ;  but  to  leave  these  paregastrical  speeches, 
and  to  come  to  your  trimming.  Because  I  will  deal  jupawparti, 
roundly  with  you  I  will  cut  you  with  the  round  cut, 
in  which  I  include  two  cuts  :  first,  the  margin  cut ; 
secondly,  the  perfect  cut  The  margin  cut  is 
nothing  else  but  a  preparation  to  the  perfect  cut^ 
whereby  I  might  more  perfectly  discharge  that  cut 
upon  you;  for  as  in  a  deep  standing  pool,  the 
brinks  thereof,  which  are  not  unfitly  called  the 
margins,  being  pared  away,  we  may  the  better  see 
thereinto ;  so  the  margins,  which  fitly  we  may  term 
the  brinks  of  your  stinking  standing  pool  (for  it 
infects  the  ear  as  doth  the  stinking  pool  the  smell) 
being  cut  away,  I  may  the  better  finish  this  perfect 
cut,  and  rid  myself  of  you.      To  the  margin   cut 
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When  first  your  epistle  came  into  my  hands/  I  boldly 
opened  it,  and  scaling  the  margins  of  it,  I  espied  a 
silly  note,  qtiasi  conversant  about  heads.'^  I  said 
not  a  word,  but  turning  over  a  leaf  or  two  more,  to 
see  if  you  continued  in  those  simple  animadversions, 
and,  indeed,  I  saw  you  to  be  no  changeling,  for 
there  I  espied  barbers  knacking  of  their  fingers,  and 
lotcsy  naperie,  as  foolish  as  the  other :  semper  idem 
(thought  I)  might  be  your  motto,  and  so  you  will  die. 
Then  I  began  to  mark  the  note,  which  you  adjoined 
to  your  notes  that  they  might  be  noted :  there 
tossing  and  turning  your  book  upside  down,  when 
the  west  end  of  it  happened  to  be  upward,  me- 
thought  your  note  seemed  a  d:  ah !  dunce,  dolt,  dotterell, 
quoth  I ;  well  might  I  be  a  ^,  and,  for  my  life,  for 
the  space  of  two  hours  could  not  leave  railing  of 
thee  all  in  ds. 


nn  1596  Nash  published  "HAVE  WITH  YOU  TO  SAFFRON- 
WALDEN;  OR,  Gabriel  Harvey's  Hunt  is  up.  Containing  a  fuU 
answer  to  the  eldest  son  of  the  Halter-maker;  or  Nash  his  Confutation 
OF  THE  Sinful  Doctor.    With  the  following  ludicrous  dedication : — 

**  To  the  most  Orthodoxal  and  reverent  Corrector  of  staring  hairs,  the 
sincere  smd  Jinigrajphical  rarifier  of  jfrolimious  rough  harharisniy  the  thriee 
egregious   and   censorial  animadvertiser  of  vagrant  moustachioSf    eh^f 
scavenger  of  chins,  and  principle  Head-man  of  the  parish  wherein  he 
*  Quoii  dfvells,*  special  supei*visor  of  all  exoremental  superfluities  for  Trinity 

about  heads.  College  in  Cambridge,  and  (to  conclude)  a  not  ahle  and  singular  bene- 
factor to  all  beards  in  general,  Don  Richardo  Barbarossa  de  Csesaria,  Tho. 
Nash  misheth  the  highest  top  of  his  contentment  and  felicity,  and  the 
shortning  of  all  his  enemies,*' 
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Now  to  the  perfect  cut  I  cannot  but  admire 
you  in  the  title  you  allow  me,  seeing  we  admire 
monsters  as  well  as  virtuous  men,  and  a  fool  (as  oft 
J  have  heard  scholars  dispute  in  mine  office)  as  a 
ttionstet- :  Other  barbers  like  not  the  title  :  it  pleaseth 
me,  and  all  the  dukes  in  Spain  callnot  shdw  the 
tike,  and  1  think  that  half  a  year's  study  did  not 
bring  it  out  of  thy  dunstical  hammer-headed  scalp, 
but  thou  dost  to  disgrace  me,  and  thinkest  thy  title 
decketh  a  barber,  and  that  a  barber  with  thy  title 
is  as  a  rotten  chamber  hanged  with  cloth  of  arras; 
but  it  is  not  so  :  alas !  thy  reading  affords  thee  not 
to  know  the  ancient  and  valorous  power  of  barbers. 

I  could  speak  how  they  flourished  amongst 
the  A  bants y  a  fierce  and  warlike  people  ;  and  by  the 
barbers  perpolite  cunning,  as  it  were  amending 
nature  and  shaping  their  faces  to  more  austerity, 
they  became  more  victorious,  asi  Plutarch  recordeth 
in  the  life  of  Theseus :  and  young  striplings,  newly 
fit  for  arms,  first  were  brought  to  Delphos^  and 
there  offered  the  first  fruits  of  their  hair  to  Jupiter; 
next  him  the  barbers  were  served  and  they  cut 
them,  and  went  as  Joves  Vices  to  make  them  fit 
for  war.  They  flourished  before  with  the  Arabians, 
the  Mysians,  the  DacianSy  the  DalmatianSy  the 
MacedonianSy  the  ThracianSy  the  ServianSy  the  Sar- 
macianSy  the  ValachianSy  and  the  BulgarianSy  as 
saith  Polydorus  Virgil :  afterward  Alexander  enter- 
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tained  into  his  camps  barbers,  as  the  spurs  and 
whetstones  of  his  armies. 

DionysiuSy  that  blood-thirsty  tyrant,  that  feared 
no  peers,  stood  always  in  fear  of  barbers,  and  rather 
would  have  his  hair  burnt  off,  than  happen  into  the 
barber's  hands. 

Therefore,  in  a  barber's  shop  (as  Plutarch 
reporteth)  where  some  few  were  talking  of  the 
tyranny  of  the  tiger  Dionysius,  What  (said  the 
Barber)  are  you  talking  of  king  Dionysius,  whom 
within  these  two  or  three  days  I  must  shave  ? 
When  Dionysius  heard  of  this,  he  got  the  barber 
secretly  to  be  put  to  death,  for  fear  of  after-claps. 
yoMfrKf  The  barber's  chair  is  the  very  Royal-Exchanre  of 
52^***  news,    barbers   the    head  of    all  trades.       I  could 

speak  of  their  excellency,  for  that  a  man's  face 
(the  principal  part  of  him)  is  committed  only  to 
barbers.  All  trades  adorn  the  life  of  man,  but  none 
(except  barbers)  have  the  life  of  man  in  their 
power,  and  to  them  they  hold  up  their  throats 
ready. 

If  they  be  happy  whom  pleasure,  profit  and 
honour  make  happy,  then  barbers  with  great  facility 
attain  to  happiness.  For  pleasure,  if  they  be 
abroad,  they  are  sought  too  of  the  best  companions  : 
knights,  and  esquires  send  for  them.  If  at  home 
and  at  work,  they  are  in  pleasing  conference;  if 
idle,  they   pass  that  time   in  life-delighting  music 
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For  profit  a  barber  hath  living  in  all  parts  of 
England;  he  hath  money  brought  in,  as  due  as 
rents,  of  those  whom  he  never  saw  before.  For 
honour,  kings  and  ruling  monarchs  (to  whom  all 
men  crouch  with  cap  in  hand,  and  knee  on  ground) 
only  to  barbers  sit  barehead,  and  with  bended  knees. 
But  for  all  this,  thou  sparest  not  to  rail  on  barbers 
(as  on  all  others),  and  being  full  of  botches  and 
boils  thyself,  spewest  forth  thy  corruption  on  all 
others :  but  I  nought  respect  it,  thy  railings  rather 
profit  me.  For  (as  Antisthenes  was  wont  to  say)  a 
man  might  as  well  learn  [to  live  well  of  his  ill- willing 
and  abusive  enemies,  as  of  his  honest  friends ;  of 
these  by  following  their  virtues,  of  the  others  by 
eschewing  their  actions,  by  seeing  the  effects  that 
followed  those  actions  in  his  enemies.  And  as 
Telephiis  (being  wounded  and  destitute  of  a  saving 
remedy  at  home)  went  even  to  his  enemies,  and 
sworn  foes,  to  get  some  sovereign  medicine,  so  if  of 
my  friends  I  could  not  learn  temperance,  I  might 
learn  of  thee  by  seeing  the  effects  of  thy  cankered 
convicious  tongue;  for  by  that  thou  are  brought 
into  contempt :  thy  talking  makes  thee  be  accounted 
as  a  purse  that  cannot  be  shut,  and  as  an  house 
whose  door  stands  always  open  ;  and  as  that  open 
purse  containeth  no  silver,  and  in  that  house  is 
nothing  worthy  the  taking  away,  so  out  of  thy 
mouth  proceedeth  nothing    but  noisome   and    ill- 
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favoured  vomits  of  rqjlings.  Wherefore  draw 
together  the  strings,  and  lock  up  the  door  of  thy 
mouth,  and  before  thou  speakest  such  ill  corrupted 
speeches  again,  let  it  be  lifted  off  the  hinges ;  rule, 
I  say,  that  little  and  troublesomQ  vermin,  that 
small  tongue  of  thine,  which  in  some  is  not  the 
smallest  part  of  virtue,  but  in  thee  the  greatest  art 
of  vice ;  not  unlike  the  purple  fish  which,  whilst 
she  governs  her  tongue  well,  it  getteth  her  food  ^d 
hi^nteth  after  her  prey,  but  when  she  n^lects  it,  it 
bringeth  her  destruction,  and  she  is  made  herself  a 
prey  unto  the  fisher :  so  that  in  that  small  parcel  all 
virtue  and  vice  lies  hidden,  as  is  recorded  of  Biqs^ 
whom  king  A  masts  commanding  to  send  home  tha 
best  and  most  profitable  meat  from  the  market,  he 
sent  home  a  tongue  :  the  king  demanding  a  reason, 
he  answered  that  of  a  tongue  came  many  profit- 
able and  good  speeches,  and  this  tongue  thou  hast 
not  Then  the  king  sent  him  to  buy  the  worst  and 
most  unprofitable  meat,  and  he  likewise  bought  a 
tongue  :  the  king  also  asking  the  reason  of  this  ? 
from  nothing  (said  he)  issueth  worse  venom  than 
from  the  tongue,  and  this  tongue  thou  bast ;  and  this 
tongue  cross  with  the  bar  of  reason,  lest  thou  seem 
more  foolish  than  those  geese  in  Cilicia  which,  when 
they  fly  in  the  night  time  by  the  hill  Taurus  that  b 
possest  of  eagles,  are  said  to  get  stones  into  their 
mouths,  by  which,  as  by  a  bridle,  they  rein  in  their 
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cryings,  and  so  quietly  pass  the  greedy  talons  of 
the  eagles.  But,  alas !  why  invect  I  so  against  thy 
tongue  ?  lingua  a  lingendo^  and  you  know  we  use 
always  to  lick  in,  and  so  thou  shouldest  keep  in 
thy  poison :  or  a  ligando,  which  is  to  bind,  for  so 
thou  shouldest  bind  up,  and  not  disperse  abroad  that 
f3.ncQur  in  thee.  Thy  tongue  doth  but  in  duty  utter 
that  which  is  committed  unto  it,  and  nature  hath  set 

Mark  the 

before  it  a  double  bulwark  of  teeth  to  keep  in  the  •*^**  ^gorv. 
vagrant  words,  which  straying  abroad  and  being 
surprised,  may  betray  the  whole  city :  and  the 
upper  bulwark  sometimes  serves  for  a  portcullis, 
which  when  any  rascally  word  having  not  the  watch- 
word, that  is,  reason,  shall  but  enter  out  of  the 
gates,  is  presently  let  down,  and  sq  it  cuts  it  off 
before  it  worketh  wreck  to  the  whole  castle. 
Therefore  I  must  of  necessity  find  out  another 
cause  of  thine  infected  speech,  and  now  I  have 
found  it,  fie  on  thee!  I  smell  thee,  thou  hast  a 
stinking  breath  ;  but  a  stinking  breath  (some  say) 
cometh  of  foul  teeth,  and  if  it  be  so,  wash  thy 
teeth,  Tom  ;  for  if  thou  wouldst  draw  forth  good 
and  clean  words  out  of  thy  mouth,  thou  wouldst 
wash  thy  teeth,  as  every  tapster  that  goeth  to  draw 
good  beer  will  wash  the  pot  before  he  goeth.  But 
it  may  be,  the  filth  hath  so  eaten  into  thy  teeth 
that  washing  cannot  get  it  away ;  then,  do  as  that 
venom-biting  beast,  that  Nile-bred  crocodile,  which, 
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TroekUMt, 


PhUoioph^. 


How  I  bewitch 

iSMwUih 

feewadUfi, 


to  purge  her  teeth  of  those  shivered  reeds  that 
are  wreathed  between  by  feeding  in  the  water, 
cometh  to  the  shore,  and  there,  gaping,  suflFereth 
some  friendly  bird  without  danger  to  creep  into 
her  mouth,  and  with  her  bill  to  pick  away  the 
troubling  reeds :  so  come  you  but  to  some  shore, 
and  I'll  be  that  Trochtlus ;  FU  pick  yjur  teeth  and 
make  a  clean  mouth,  or  I'll  pick  out  tongue  and  all ; 
but  of  this  stinking  breath  I  speak  not  Tcedet 
anima,  saith  the  comedian,  and  this  I  mean,  not 
meaning  as  he  meant,  for  he  meant  a  stinking 
breath,  but  by  anima  I  mean  the  form  by  which 
thou  art  what  thou  art,  by  which  also  thy  senses 
work,  which  giveth  use  to  all  thy  faculties,  and  from 
which  all  thy  actions  proceed ;  and  this  anima,  if 
thou  termest  a  breath,  this  breath  stinketh,  and 
from  this  breath  (as  little  rivers  flow  from  a  fountain) 
all  the  words  flow  forth,  and  the  fountain  being 
corrupted  (as  you  know)  likewise  all  the  lesser 
rivers  needs  must  be  corrupted,  and  this  anima,  this 
breath,  or  fountain,  thou  must  cleanse.  But  how  to 
cleanse  this  breath  it  passeth  my  cunning  to  tell, 
for  though  (as  I  am  a  chirurgeon)  I  could  pick  your 
teeth,  for  the  other  stinking  breath,  yet  this  I  durst 
not  meddle  with  :  this  hath  need  of  a  metaphysician, 
and  let  it  suffice  for  me  rudely  to  take  up  the 
bucklers  and  lay  them  down  again,  only  to  tune  the 
lute,  but  to  leave  to  the  more  cunning  to  play 
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thereon.  Count  it  enough  for  me,  that  am  but  an 
adjunct  to  a  scholar,  that  have  nothing  of  myself 
but  what  I  glean  up  at  the  disputation  of  some 
scholars  in  mine  office,  let  it  be  sufficient  for  me 
(I  say)  only  to  tell  the  reason  of  this  stinking  breath, 
and  to  leave  to  more  sound  philosophers  to  deter- 
mine and  set  down  the  remedy  of  it.  But  now,  it  may 
be,  teipsum  noscis ;  you  smell  your  own  breath,  and 
find  it  to  be  so  intoxicated  with  poison  that,  unless 
you  have  present  help,  you  are  quite  undone,  you 
perish  utterly ;  and  knowing  me  to  be  a  man  of  such 
excellent  parts,  yea,  far  better  parts  than  in  speech  be  tS^^d^ti 
these  eight  parts,  are  very  instant  with  me  to  unbind  SS^wST 
the  bundle  which  I  gathered  at  disputations,  and 
give  you  some  remedy  for  this  stinking  breath. 
Lo!  how  virtue  in  the  friend  casteth  forth  her 
beams  ever  upon  her  enemy.  I  am  overcome, 
blushingly  I  undertake  it,  and,  like  a  bashful  maid, 
refuse,  yet  deign  you  that  favour.  Then  mark,  ^  jy^*  f<^ 
first  go  get  some  strong  hemp,  and  work  it  and  ^''^'^ 
temper  it  so  long  together,  till  there  arise  out  of  it 
an  engine  which  we  call  capistrum ;  then  carry  this 
capistrum  to  some  beam  that  lieth  across,  for  none 
else  will  serve  when  it  must  be  strained  and  the  one 
end  of  it  fastened  to  the  beam,  and  one  the  other 
make  a  noose  of  as  round  a  figure  as  you  can,  for 
the  roundest  figure  is  the  most  retentive  :  let  the 
noose  be  always  ready  to  slide,  for  man's  breath  is 

c 
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slippery ;  then,  when  everything  is  fitted,  boldly  put 
through  thy  head ;  then  work  the  capistrum  over 
new  again,  swing  up  and  down  twice  or  thrice  that 
it  may  be  well  strained,  and  so  in  short  time  your 
old  breath  will  be  gone.  Despair  not  yet,  man, 
probatumest:  old  yEson  was  dead  awhile,  but 
revived  again  and  lived  many  a  year  after.  But 
mark ;  now  to  the  pinch :  if  Plato's  transmigration 
hold  (which  some  men  hold)  that  the  aninuB  and 
breaths  of  men  that  be  dead  do  fleet  into  the  bodies 
of  other  men  which  shall  live,  then  I  hold  that  some 
breath,  seeing  thy  young  body  without  an  anima, 
and  it  would  be  hard  luck  if  some  breath  or  other 
should  not  be  yet  straying  about  for  a  body,  their 
being  continually  so  many  let  loose  at  Tyburn ;  I 
say,  some  unbespoken  vagrant  breath  will  go  in  and 
possess  thy  body.  Now,  if  this  remedy  help  not, 
surely  thou  art  unrecurable  ;  if  also  thy  new  breath 
happen  to  be  as  stinking  as  thy  old,  thou  wilt  never 
have  a  sweet  breath  in  this  world,  nor  then  neither. 
And  thus  much  of  my  title. 

You  know,  or  at  the  least  ought  to  know,  that 
writers  should  eschew  lies  as  scorpions  ;  but  your  lies 
that  you  devised  of  one  are  the  greatest  part  of  the 
matter  of  your  Epistle  ;  as,  My  shop  in  the  town,  tfu 
tedh  thai  hang  out  at  my  window,  my  painted  may- 
poU,  with  many  others,  which  fill  up  room  in  the 
Epistle  in  abundant  manner,  and  which  are  nothing 
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else  but  mere  lied  itid  fictiotis  to  yield  th^e 
matter  5  whereby  I  perceive  how  thread-bare  thou 
art  waxen,  how  barren  thy  invention  is,  and  that  thy 
true  amplifying  vein  is  quite  dried  up.  Repent, 
repent,  I  say,  and  leave  off  thy  lying,  which,  without 
repentance,  is  very  heinous ;  that  one  life  I  mike  bt 
thee  in  this  book  is  presently  washed  away  with 
repentance.  Another  lie  I  cannot  but  tell  you 
off,  which  you  clap  in  my  teeth  in  the  very  beginning 
of  your  Epistle,  which  nothing  grieveth  ine,  for  that 
I  suppose  it  to  be  committed  of  ignorance  :  that  is, 
you  tell  me  that  you  came  upon  me  with  a  dicker  of 
Dicks,^  but  you  came  upon  me  with  seventeen  Of 
eighteen  Dicks,  whereby  I  see  thy  ignorance  in  the 
Greek  tongue ;  thou  knowest  not  what  a  dicker  is  t 
a  dicker  is  but  ten  of  anything,  for  it  cometh  of  the 
Greek  word  d^^y  which  is  by  interpretation  ten^ 

Thou  objectest  that  old  Tu/ly  and  I  differed  :  I 
confess  it,  I  am  a  man  alone  ;  I  scorn  such  ragged 
rent-forth  speech,  yet  thou  mayest  well  pray  for  the 
dual  number,  thou  scabbed,  scald,  lame,  halting 
adjective  as  thou  art,  in  all  thy  guiles  thou  never 
hadst  that  guile  as  alone  to  get  thee  one  crust  of 

*A  Dicker  op  Dicks.— ''I  am  sure  thou  wonderest  not  a  little  what  I 
mean,  to  come  upon  thee  so  strangely  with  such  a  huge  dicker  of  Dicks  in  a 
heap  altogether ;  but  that'^  but  to  show  the  redundance  of  thj  honoutable 
hmily,  and  how  affluent  and  copious  thj  name  u  in  all  places,  though 
^a$mu$,  in  his  Chpia  Veharvm,  never  mentions  it"  See  the  Epistle 
dedicatory  to  Nash's  "Have  with  yoa  to  Saffipon«WaIdea" 
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bread :  no,  I  know  not  who  had  a  hand  with  you 
in  this  silly  Epistle  ;  go  to,  he  is  not  a  minister, 
he  had  but  small  reason  for  it :  again,  you  remember 
the  time  when  your  fellow,  Lusher,  and  you  lay  in 
Cole-harbour  together,  when  you  had  but  one  pair  of 
breeches  between  you  both,  but  not  one  penny 
to  bless  you  both,  and  how  by  course  he  wore  the 
breeches  one  day,  and  went  coney-catching  about 
for  victuals,  whilst  you  lay  in  bed,  and  the  next  day 
you  wore  the  breeches  to  go  beg  whilst  he  lay  in 
bed,  for  all  the  world  like  two  buckets  in  one  well 
Now  suppose  when  Lusher  wore  the  breeches,  that 
then  thou  shouldest  have  been  carried  to  prison 
where  now  thou  art ;  verily  I  think  thou  shouldest 
have  escaped  prison  for  want  of  breeches,  or 
suppose  that  at  that  time  thou  shouldest  have 
been  hanged,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  want 
of  a  pair  of  breeches  would  have  been  better  to 
thee  than  thy  neck-verse,  for  the  hangman  would 
liave  his  breeches ;  no  fee,  no  law  :  but  put  case  that 
with  much  ado,  by  great  extraordinary  favour,  some 
good  hangman  had  done  thee  this  last  benefit,  that 
thou  mightest  never  trouble  him  again,  and  should 
have  given  thee  thy  hanging  frank  and  free  (as 
indeed  happy  for  thee  had  it  been,  if  this  good  hap 
had  happened,  for  then  thou  shouldest  not  have  lived 
thus  miserably  in  this  vain  and  wicked  world)  I  say, 
plainly,    put    case    thou    hadst    been  hanged,   the 
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hangman  not  sticking  with  thee  for  thy  breeches, 
then  Charon  would  have  come  upon  you  for  his 
ferry-penny  :  fie  out !  money  and  breeches  as  ill  as 
a  rope  and  butter,  for  if  one  slip  the  other  hold, 
with  him  no  naulum,  no  wastage,  and  then  thou 
hadst  been  in  worse  case  than  ever  thou  wert 
Thus  you  see  how  the  want  of  a  pair  of  breeches 
might  have  been  the  means  to  have  made  thee 
escape  prison,  death  and  utter  damnation  :  and,  O 
thrice  happy  Lusher!  that  shouldest  have  been  away 
with  the  breeches  at  that  happy  time  ;  but  when 
thou  wert  in  thy  chiefest  pride,  if  thou  hadst  but  lent 
out  one  pair  of  breeches,  thou  shouldest  have  been 
thus  happy. 

Praise  from  the  praiseworthy,  and  he  is  not 
praised  whose  praiser  deserveth  not  praise ;  there- 
fore, in  those  places  of  the  Epistle  where  thou 
praisest  me,  I  take  myself  most  to  be  dispraised, 
for  that  thou  the  praiser  art  worthy  no  praise ;  for 
whosoever  thou  lead  in  a  fool's  paradise,  like  the 
fish  called  a  mugiV"  which  is  said  to  feed  herself  with 
her  own  snot,  for  thereof  she  takes  her  name,  thou  J'f"^*^.  •»<>'• 
feedest  thyself  with  self  conceit,  that  whatsoever 
cometh  from  thee  is  the  very  quintessence  of  true 
wit,  and  that  all  the  ribaldry  that  ever  thou  settest 
forth,  exceeded  in  pleasant  mirth  that  so  thou  hast 
embraced  true  Minerva,  when  as  (God  knows)  thou 

'MuGlL.— The  mullett  tribe. 
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art  as  far  deceived  as  ever  was  poor  Ixion,  that 
embraced  a  cloud  instead  of  JtmOy  or  that  gulled- 
god  monstrous  arcadian  Pan,  who,  instead  of  that 
sweet  Nymph  Syrinx^  sumpt  a  bunch  of  reeds. 
Yet  I  must  confess  thou  hast  something ;  thou  art 
as  a  bundle  of  straw  that,  being  set  on  fire,  con- 
sumes itself  all  in  smoke,  but  no  warmness  cometh 
from  it;  so  thou  hast  no  true  fire  in  thee,  all 
smother,  nothing  that  can  warm  a  man  :  thou  art  as 
many  ciphers  without  an  I,  which  they  wanting  are 
of  themselves  nothing ;  and  thou  hast  much  appa- 
rency of  wit,  which  is  as  ciphers,  but  thou  hast  not 
this  same  I.  Iota  is  wanting  to  thy  ciphers ;  thou 
hast  not  one  jot  nor  tittle  of  true  wit  Again,  as  some 
soldiers  that  were  at  Cales  [Cadiz],  breaking  into  a 
shop  for  pillage,  ajid  there  seeing  many  great  sacks 
ready  trussed  up,  they  with  great  joy  made  haste 
away  with  them ;  and  so  with  light  hearts  carried 
away  their  heavy  burdens,  and  when  they  brought 
them  into  the  streets,  opening  them  to  see  their 
booties^  found  in  some  of  them  nought  but  red  caps, 
K&  which  afterwards  they  made  store  of  fires,  and 
in  the  rest  nought  but  earthen  pitchers,  chafing- 
dishes  and  pisspots,  and  such  like :  so  whosoever 
shall  see  thee  trussed  up  and  in  thy  clothes,  might 
happily  take  thee  for  a  wise  young  man;  but  when 
thpu  shalt  be  opened,  that  is,  when  he  shall  see  but 
some  work  of  thine,  he  shall  find  in  thee  nought  but 
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rascality  and  mere  delusions:  and  for  this  cause 
thou  mayest  be  called  the  very  Chcerilus  of  our  time, 
of  whom  the  proverb  was  raised,  more  fool  than 
Chcerilus,  who  was  a  silly  idiot,  but  yet  had  the 
name  of  a  wise  man ;  for  he  might  be  called 
ChceriluSy  quasi  chceri  phos,  the  light  of  every  com- 
pany into  which  he  came :  so  thou  hast  only  the 
name  of  a  wise  man,  and  that  is  Nash.  O  wise 
name  !  I  pray,  let  me  christen  you  anew,  and  you 
shall  be  called  Chcerilus,  quasi  chceri  boSy  the  very  \  4 
bull-head  of  all  the  troop  of  pamphleteers.  Thou 
goest  about  to  gather  jests,  and  to  barrel  them  up 
into  thine  ale-house  index,  that  when  occasion  shall 
serve  thou  mightest  be  a  Democritus,  always  to 
laugh  thyself,  or  to  cause  others  to  laugh  by  the 
idiotism.  Thus  to  conclude :  as  Daphne  chastity 
was  turned  into  a  laurel  tree,  and  so  kept  her 
chastity,  even  so  I  wish  that  for  thy  wit  thou 
mightest  be  turned  into  aa  ass,  that  so  thou 
mightest  keep  thy  wit  to  thyself,  and  not  defile  the 
world  withaL  But  this  thou  scomest,  and  wilt 
prove  that  thou  hast  a  good  wit ;  and  thus  submis- 
sively in  eloquence,  to  make  us  believe  thee,  at  the 
first  word  thou  beginest,  Nature,  that  never  wont 
to  be  unequal  in  her  gifts,  with  me  hath  broke  her 
wont,  and  endowed  me  with  a  dowry  above  the  rest 
of  her  children ;  but  every  commodity  hath  his  dis- 
conmiodity,  and  we  cannot  always  please  all ;   ^d 
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though  all  my  books  did  not  take  as  I  wished  they 
should,  yet  most  of  them  did  take,  as  Pierce 
Penniless^  and  others,  which  I  will  not  name  to 
avoid  suspicion  of  vain  glory.  Argus,  that  had 
an  hundred  eyes,  sometimes  slept,  or  else  he  had 
not  died  for  it :  and  when  Mercury  came  he  had  no 
power  to  hold  ope  his  eyes. — O,  fine  speech  !  By 
this  I  gather  that  thou  confessest  thyself  to  be 
ArgtiSy  and  me  Mercury ;  and  if  you  be  Argus, 
hold  ope  your  eyes,  with  a  pox  to  ye ;  I  mean  ye 
no  harm  yet,  yet  I  pipe  not  to  you  :  but  I  think 
it  will  be  my  luck  to  be  as  ill  a  scourge  to  you  as 
ever  Mercury  was  to  Argus,  But  if  you  will 
dispute  and  prove  that  you  have  a  good  wit,  away 
with  your  confused  bibble-babble :  bind  up  your 
arguments  into  syllogisms  and  I  will  answer  you 
directly.  Content,  say  you,  and  thus  you  begin  : 
If  my  fame  be  spread  far  abroad,  and  all  the 
country  confirm  that  I  have  a  good  wit,  then  'tis 
true  that  I  have  a  good  wit.  But  the  first  propo- 
sition is  true ;  therefore  I  have  a  good  wit.  I 
answer.  Poor  and  illiterate  opponent !  to  context  no 
firmer  argument  against  so  firm  a  logician  as  I  am, 
a  double   response,    or   answer   extempore,    I    can 

*Query. — Does  not  Master  Richard  here  mean  Pierce* i  Supererogation? 
or,  is  he  merely  bantering  Nash  for  having  translated  his  work  into  the  Maca- 
ronical  language,  as  he  calls  it  Vide  Footnote  at  page  4  of  Nash's  "  Lenten 
Stuff,"  Part  i  **01d  Book  Collector's  Miscellany,"  and  Nash's  "Have  with 
you  to  Saffron  Walden," 
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afford  you.  First,  though  your  name  be  blazed 
abroad,  it  follows  not  that  you  should  have  a  good 
wit ;  for  as  an  empty  vessel  will  sound  far  that  hath 
nothing  in  it,  so  you  may  crack  yourself  abroad,  and 
get  to  be  reported  the  man  you  are  not. 

Secondly,  I  grant  that  you  are  famous,  and  that  |  y 
the  country  reports  you  wise.  Sententiously  I 
answer,  that  by  a  figure  the  country  is  taken  here 
for  the  common  rout  only  ;  for  none  that  can  but 
write  and  read  will  ever  agree  to  it;  and  turba 
malum  argum^ntum,  as  much  as  to  say,  the  trou- 
blesome Common's  assertion  never  goes  for  currant 
Thus,  leaving  no  hole  for  you  to  creep  in  with  a  second 
objection,  you  betake  you  to  your  second  argument 

If  my  wit  (say  you)  were  not  excellent  and 
unanswerable,  many  who  are  accounted  to  have 
good  wits  (to  whom  I  have  oft  given  particular 
occasion)  would  have  answered  me  :  but  they  have 
not  answered  me  ;  therefore  my  wit  is  excellent 
Therefore  I  will  answer  thee. 

I  would  to  God  thou  and  I  were  to  dispute  for 
the  best  mayorship  in  Spain;  faith !  thou  mightest 
even  cast  thy  cap  at  it  Dost  thou  not  know  that 
the  lion  scorns  combat  with  the  base  "i  Wise  men 
(though  moved)  will  not  work  revenge  on  every 
object ;  and  the  more  stately  oak,  the  more  hardly 
set  on  fire.  More  plainly,  in  a  similitude,  the  like 
reason  is  to  be  gathered  of  the  nettles. 
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Even  as  the  nettle  keepeth  her  leaf  cleanest, 
for  that  no  man  purgeth  his  post-pendence  (there 
your  nose,  Thomas)  with  it,  not  because  they  cannot 
but  because  it  would  sting  them  if  they  should; 
and  so,  for  that  small  good  turn,  it  would  work  them 
a  more  displeasure.  So  thou  art  suffered  to  be 
quiet,  and  not  wrote  against,  not  for  that  thou  canst 
not  be  answered,  but  that  by  answering  thee  they 
should  but  give  more  fodder  to  thy  poison,  put 
more  casting  to  thy  gorge ;  and  he  that  intends  to 
meddle  with  dung  must  make  account  to  defile  his 
fingers. 

Thus  thou  art  quite  put  down  :  thou  art  drawn 
dry.  Methinks  I  perceive  thee  .with  for  some 
moderator,  that  should  cry,  Egregie  Nash  (or,  you 
great  ass),  satis  fecisti  officium  tuum.  And  now,  for 
want  of  a  moderator,  myself  ((or  fault  of  a  better) 
will  supply  that  room,  and  determine  of  our  disputa- 
tion. And  herein  it  shall  not  be  amiss  (the  question 
so  requiring,  and  you  also  requiring  it  in  that  place 
of  your  Epistle,  where  you  lay  wit  to  my  charge) 
first  to  tell  what  a  good  wit  is*  And  whereas  thou 
burthenest  me  to  say,  that  much  extraordinary 
descant  cannot  be  m>ade  of  it,  thou  liest;  for  how 
unjust  were  men's  wits,  not  to  afford  us  extra- 
ordinary descant  of  that,  which  giveth  us  descant 
for  everything  ? 
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A  good  wit  (therefore)  is  an  affluent  spirit, 
yielding  invention  to  praise  or  dispraise,  or  any- 
ways to  discourse  (with  judgment)  of  every  subject, 
mistake  me  not  I  pray  you,  and  think  not  that  I  think 
all  those  to  have  good  wits  that  will  talk  of  every 
subject  and  have  an  oar  (as  we  say)  in  every  man's 
boat ;  for  many  fools  do  so,  and  so  doest  thou.  These 
talk  not  with  judgment;  they  be  like  the  fellow 
who,  swearing  by  God,  and  one  standing  by,  cor- 
recting him,  said,  Fie  on  thee,  how  thou  talkest! 
What  skills  it,  said  he,  so  long  as  I  talk  of  God  ? 
So  I  say,  Thou  carest  not  how,  without  judgment, 
thou  talkest  on  everything. 

A  good,  good  wit  it  is  that  maketh  a  man,  and 
he  is  not  a  man  that  hath  not  a  good  wit  The 
very  brutish  and  savage  beast  have  wit :  oxen  and 
asses  by  their  wit  choose  out  the  best  pasture  to 
feed  in,  and  thou  art  no  better  :  for  divers  men  will 
say,  and  especially  Northern  men,  to  one  that  doth 
anything  unhandsomely,  Whaten  a  Nash  it  is !  for 
What  an  ass  it  is ;  and  an  ass,  all  men  know,  hath 
not  a  good  wit 

Thus  (by  these  descriptions)  the  definitive 
sentence  of  my  determination  is  this  :  Nash,  thou 
hast  not  a  good  wit ;  thou  art  a  silly  fellow,  and 
more  silly  than  Sir  Thomas  of  Carleton,  who  being  a 
little  sick,  and  the  bell  tolling  to  have  him  go  read 
service,  the  clerk  of  the  parish  going  to  him,  and 
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telling  him  that  the  bell  tolled  for  him,  meaning  to  go 
read,  he  went  presently  and  made  his  will,  because 
the  bell  tolled  for  him.  And  so  do  thou  ;  pray  thee, 
make  thy  will,  and  die  betimes  before  thou  beest 
killed,  for  thine  own  wit  will  kill  thee ;  and  call  you 
that  a  good  wit  that  kills  a  man  ?  All  the  w(j&fc  men 
of  Greece  and  Gotham  never  came  to  the  misery  that 
thy  good  wit  hath  brought  thee  to.  My  mind 
presageth  the  great  confusion  that  thy  good  wit  will 
bring  upon  thee ;  for  as  the  camel  that  (come  he  into 
never  so  clear  a  fountain)  cannot  drink  of  the  water, 
till  he  hath  roiled  and  fowled  it  with  his  feet,  so 
whatsoever  thy  wit  goeth  about,  it  first  defiles  it, 
and  so  brings  destruction  to  thine  own  body.  Thy 
wit,  thy  wit,  Tom,  hath  rods  in  piss  for  thee :  'twill 
whip  thee,  'twill  work  thine  overthrow,  'twill  quite 
destroy  thee.  AdcBon  (as  wise  a  man  as  you)  no 
ways  could  escape  it,  for  all  his  love  to  his  hounds 
and  swift  flight  when  he  saw  their  fellness,  but  was 
devoured  of  his  own  dogs. 

But  why  then  (mayest  thou  say)  do  I  oppose 
myself  against  an  ass,  seeing  now  I  do  no  more 
than  all  could  do,  for  all  the  beasts  in  the  field  can 
insult  and  triumph  over  the  silly  ass,  as  well  the 
creeping  snail,  to  her  power,  as  the  fiercest  tiger  ? 
A  sinus  a  sedendo,  because  every  child  can  ride  an 
ass ;  therefore  'tis  rather  a  reproachful  shame  for  me 
to  meddle  with  thee,  and  by  that  I  get  more  discredit 
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than  the  two  gods  got  dishonours,  that  conspired 
the   downfall  of    one   silly,   weak,   unable  woman. 
The  reason  is,  I  only  am  left  to  tell  thee  thou  art  an 
ass,  and  if  thou  shouldest  not  be  told  it,  thou  wouldest 
not  believe  that  thou  art  an  ass.     Therefore  now,  at 
length,  know  thine  own  strength,  and  knowing  that 
thou  art  feeble  and  hast  no  strength,  blush  and  be 
ashamed ;    and   then   thou    shalt   see   that   all   the 
country  hath  seen  thy  ignorance,  though  kept  it  in 
silence,  and  how  this  many  a  year  thou  hast  gulled 
them  ;  but  they  (gentle  minded  auditors)  still,  still, 
expecting  better,  took  all  in  good  part,  whilst  thou, 
like  a  cowardly  unskilful  horseman  mounted  on  a 
jade,  curvetest  and  showest   thy    cranks   among  a 
company  of  valorous  famous  captains,  whose  stirrup 
thou  art  not  worthy  to  hold.     Alight  and  listen  unto 
me,  and  I,  even  I,  that  never  till  now  was  acquainted 
with  the  press,  and  acknowledge  myself  far  unfit  for 
those  things  thou  professest,    I    (I    say)    will   read 
thee  a  lecture :     hearken,  in  my  gibberish  (as  thou 
termest  it)  I  will  construe  thee  this  short  distich  which, 
though  it  wants  an  author,  wants  no  authority. 
Thaida  te  credis  duxiffe  sed  ilia  Diana  eft, 
Namque  Actcsoneum  dat  tibi  Cervi  captit. 
Ingenuously  thou  thee  complainest  an  Irus    poor 
to  he  ; 
But  thou  art  MidaSy  for  thou  art  an   ass,   as  well 
(IS  he. 
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Or  thus  : 

Same  says  Nash  is  lascivious,  but  I  say  he  is  chast 
For  he  by  chasing  after  whores  his  beard  away  hath 
chast. 
Otherwise : 

Who  says  Nash  riots  day  and  night  about  the  streets 

doth  lie. 
For  he  in  prison  day  and  night  in  fetters  fast  doth 
lie. 
Again : 

You  say  I  am  a  fool  for  this,  and  I  say  you  say 

true: 
Then  what  I  say  of  you  is  true,  for  babes  and  fools 
say  true. 
Now,  I  give  not  every  word  their  literal  sense, 
and  by  that  you  may  see  how  I  presume  of  your 
good  wit,  to  see  if  by  allusions  you  can  pick  out 
the  true  meaning ;  but  I  use  a  more  plain  demon- 
stration, and  apply  it  to  yourself :  for  if  you  will 
understand  anything  aright,  you  must  ever  apply 
it  to  yourself.  It  may  be  thou  likest  not  these 
verses,  for  that  they  want  rhyming  words,  and  I 
end  both  the  verses  with  one  word  :  no,  Tom,  no  ; 
think  not  so,  bewray  not  so  thy  poetry,  for  that 
distich  is  best  contrived,  and  most  elegant,  that  ends 
both  verses  with  one  word,  if  they  import  a  divers 
sense.  But  now  I  see  thou  art  no  versifier ;  thou 
hast  only  a  prose  tongue,    and    with    that    thou 
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runnest  headlong  in  thy  writing,  with  great  pre- 
meditation had  before,  which  any  man  would 
suppose,  for  the  goodness,  to  be  extempore,  and 
this  is  thy  good  wit  Come,  I  say,  come  learn  of 
me ;  FU  teach  thee  how  to  put  verses  an  hour 
together. 

Thou  nothing  doubtest  (as  thou  sayest)  of  the 
patronage  and  safe  condtict  of  thy  book;  and,  indeed, 
thou  needest  not  doubt,  for  I  never  meant  it  harm, 
but  always  wished  it  might  safely  pass  by  me  :  yet 
as  I  was  patron  to  it,  I  could  not  but  read  some  of 
it,  but  I  think  if  I  had  read  it  though,  it  would 
have  poisoned  me,  it  stunk  so  abominably :  there- 
fore all  the  while  I  was  reading  of  it,  holding  my 
nose,  fie,  out  said  I  :  had  I  but  known  this 
cockatrice  whilst  it  was  in  the  shell,  I  would  have 
broken  it ;  it  never  should  have  been  hatched  by  my 
patronage  :  but  'tis  no  matter ;  thy  eye-beams  will 
reflect  upon  thyself,  and  will  be  burning  glasses  to 
thine  own  eyes. 

And  so  in  a  fury  (the  countries  coming  down 
upon   me)  I,   like  a  stout  patron,   out  of  all   the 
countries  that  pressed  me  sore,  challenged  out  the 
most  valiant  warrior  of  them  all.  Monsieur  AjaXy 
to  single  combat :   him   I   overcame,  and  of  him  I 

*AjAX. — Nash,  in  his  •**  Have  with  you  to  Saffron- Walden,"  has  a  rude 
wood-cut  which  he  calls  **  The  picture  of  Gabriel  Harvey  as  he  is  ready  to 
let  fly  upon  Ajax." — The  same  cut  was  afterwards  used  by  the  printer  of  one  of 
the  Roxburghe  Ballads,  rir.,  **  The  Countryman's  new  Care,  Away  T* 
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got  safe  conduct ;  and  he  hath  promised  safe 
conduct ;  and  he  hath  promised  safe  conduct  to  all 
comers  of  that  race ;  and  moreover,  he,  as  another 
patron  hath  gotten  for  them  all  safe  conduct  from 
hence  to  Ely  by  water. 

The  good  admonition  thou  givest  me,  that  is, 
to  commence,  I  thankfully  take  and  willingly  would 
undergo,  had  I  but  one  with  whom  I  might  keep 
mine  acts. 

As  for  mine  answer,  I  nothing  doubt  that  is 
kept  (as  I  hope)  with  credit,  but  my  reply  is  it  I 
stand  on  :  I  can  get  none  to  answer  me.  Alas ! 
thou  art  not  able,  neither  fit,  for  thy  want  of  a  beard^ 
taketh  away  half  the  subject  of  our  disputation  ;  not 
that  I  say  a  beard  would  make  thee  wise,  and  so  by 
that  thou  shouldest  be  fit  to  dispute.  And  because  in 
what  art  thou  wouldest  have  me  commence,  in  that  I 
would  dispute  with  thee  :  therefore  suppose  I  should 
demand  of  thee  the  reason  why  thou  hast  so  much 
hair  on  thy  head,  and  so  thin,  or  rather  almost  none 
at  all,  on  thy  face  "i  thou  couldest  not  quaintly 
answer,  because  the  hair  on  thy  head  is  twenty  years 
older  than  that  on  thy  beard ;  nor  in  natural  reason, 
because  the  brain  seated  in  the  head  yieldeth  more 

*FoR  THV  WANT  OF  A  Beard. — Nash  himself  speaks  of  his  beaidless 
years,  in  **  Pierce  Penniless ;"  and  Gabriel  Harvey,  in  his  **  Pierce's 
Supererogation,"  1 592,  calls  him  **a  gosling  of  the  printing  house;"  and  in 
another  place,  **  a  proper  young  man, " 
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moisture  about  it  than  any  way  downward,  by  which 
moisture  hair  cometh ;  but  thou  hast  too  moist  a 
brain  that  cannot  hold  and  remember  these  things, 
or  rather,  thou  hast  too  hard  and  dry  a  brain,  and  so 
these  things  were  never  impressed  into  it 

But  this  is  thine  answer:  'Tis  God's  will  it 
should  be  so,  thou  wert  never  bom  to  have  a  beard  : 
'tis  true ;  indeed,  thus  thou  mightest  answer  to  all 
the  arguments  in  the  world  ;  but  the  want  of  a  beard 
makes  thee  thus  cold  in  answering,  for  a  beard  is  a 
sig^  of  a  strong  natural  heat  and  vigour :  but  the 
true  answer  is,  thou  seekest  too  many  ways  to  casti 
out  thine  excrements ;  thou  art  too  effeminate,  and] 
so  becomest,  like  a  woman,  without  a  beard.  Again, 
if  I  should  demand  of  thee  why  the  hair  of  a  man's 
head  groweth  downward  and  not  upward  ?  idem 
revolveres;  this  would  be  thine  answer,  Because  it 
pleaseth  nature.  Dost  thou  not  know  that  hair  is 
the  cover  of  the  head }  and  therefore,  if  it  will 
cover,  it  must  lie  down  :  and  do  not  all  the  parts  of 
a  man  grow  downward,  though  the  whole  man 
grows  upwards  ?  And  therefore  the  philosophers 
say  that  a  man  turned  downwards  is  a  plant ;  that  as 
a  plant  hath  all  her  boughs,  branches,  and  leaves 
grow  upward,  so  all  the  parts  of  a  man  are  upward 
when  he  standeth  on  his  head  ;  as  his  feet,  legs, 
arms,  nose,  fingers,  and  the  rest :  but  in  faith,  thou, 
turned  upward  or  downward,  art  but  a  plant,   or 
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stock,  to  be  ignorant  in  those  things  :  why  I  marvel 
of  what  art  thou  didst  commence  Batchelor :  if  I 
had  but  the  question  that  thou  hadst  at  thy 
sophister's  act,  I  would  dispute  on  that ;  but  now  I 
see  I  cannot  commence  for  want  of  an  answerer,  and 
I  scorn  to  keep  mine  acts  in  tcnebris. 

In  this  thy  trimming,  thou  being  so  fit  for  it,  I 
will  work  a  wonder  on  thee,  and  I  will  hold  any  man 
a  wager  that  I  will  perform  it ;  that  is,  whilst  I  am 
washing  you,  I  will  request  your  connivance,  and  put 
myself  to  connivance,  and  shave  you  quite  through  ; 
and  when  I  have  done,  you  shall  not  be  a  hair  the 
worse.  You  may  make  a  riddle  of  the  same  if  you 
will,  but  I  will  do  it,  and  when  I  have  done,  raising 
myself  on  my  tiptoes,  I  will  so  hunt  thee  for  my  pay, 
that  thou  shouldest  be  in  worse  case  than  the  beaver, 
who  bites  off  his  stones,  and  lays  them  in  the  way 
for  the  hunter;  for  which  otherwise  he  should  be 
hunted  to  the  death.  I  think  verily,  and  in  my  con- 
science, /  should  break  thy  head,  and  not  give  thee 
rest  again, 
uamfmgtma  Thou  Hide  wretch  !  thou  wilt  be  so  cosmologized 

if  thou  beest  catched  here,  for  calling  our  masters  of 
art  first  stigmatical;  that  is,  burnt  with  an  hot  iron. 
Didst  thou  ever  know  any  of  our  masters  of  arts 
burnt  with  any  irons  ?  then  thou  callest  them 
sinckanters,  which  is  a  proper  epithet  unto  thyself; 
for  sinckanter  cometh  of  sincke  and  antrum,  a  hole  ; 
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and  as  all  the  puddle  and  filth  in  the  channel  still 
runs  all  along  till  it  comes  to  a  hole  or  antrum^  and 
there  it  sinks  in,  so  all  wickedness  and  abhorred 
villainy,  still  straying  abroad  and  seeking  for  an 
antrum,  at  last  it  finds  thee,  which  art  the  very  sink 
and  centre,  where  it  rests.  And  surely  if  thou 
shouldest  have  termed  me  so,  I  would  never  have 
suffered  it  unrevenged ;  for  as  the  torpedo^  being 
caught  and  laid  on  the  ground,  striketh  a  torpor 
and  numbness  into  the  hand  of  him  that  doth  pour 
but  water  on  her,  so,  I  do  not  think  but  that  in  thy 
Epistle  thou  callest  me  but  Dicky  which  is  my  name 
contract,  and  other  adjuncts,  which  in  their  own 
nature  are  neither  good  nor  bad,  the  very  remem- 
brance of  me  struck  such  a  fear  and  numbness  into 
thy  joints,  that  yet  thou  shakest  as  not  dispossest  of 
that  fearful  fever.  I  will  stir  thee  up  and  make  thee 
seething  hot,  and  when  thou  art  in  thy  heat,  I  will 
then  quell  thee  by  moving  of  thee  more  and  more  ; 
as  when  a  pot  seetheth,  if  we  lade  it  and  move  the 
liquor  up  and  down,  even  while  it  seetheth,  we  shall 
make  it  quiet  Thou  little  wotest  of  what  a 
furious  spirit  I  am ;  for  I,  keeping  among  such 
spirits  in  this  place,  as  thou  sayest,  am  myself 
become  a  spirit,  and  go  about  with  howling  cries, 
with  my  lance  in  my  hand,  to  torture  thee,  and  must 
not  return  home,  till  IgnatiusAWi^  thou  shalt  be 
carbonadoed^  and  I  shall  carried  on  my  lance-point 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


36  The  Trimming  of  Thomas  Nash. 

thy  bones  to  hang  at  my  shop  window,  instead  of  a 
coronet  of  rotten  teeth,  as  the  trophies  of  my  victory. 
And  this  shall  be  done,  comest  thou  never  so  soon 
into  my  swinge. 
spMtvaik.  Therefore  keep  out  of   my   haunt,    I   have  a 

walk  ;  thou  mayest  be  blasted  before  thou  comest 
near  my  walk  :  if  thou  dost  but  look  back  and  see 
me  in  my  walk,  thy  neck  will  stand  awry,  thy  mouth 
distorted,  thy  lips  ugly  wrested,  and  thy  nose  hang 
hook-wise.  But  rather  I  take  thee  to  be  a  spirit,  for 
that  I,  talking  with  thee  all  this  while,  cannot  have 
a  glance  on  thee. 

But  see  !  what  art  thou  here  ?  lupus  infabula, 
a  lop  in  a  chain  .»*  Now,  sirrah,  have  at  you  ;  thou  art 
in  my  swinge.  But  soft !  fettered  ?  thou  art  out 
again ;  I  cannot  come  near  thee,  thou  hast  a  charm 
I  about  thy  legs,  no  man  meddle  with  the  Queens 
I  prisoner :  now  therefore  let  us  talk  friendly  ;  and  as 
Alexander  said  to  his  father  Philip,  who  being 
sorely  wounded  in  the  thigh  in  fight,  and  hardly 
escaping  death,  but  could  not  go  on  the  ground 
without  halting.  Be  of  good  courage,  father ;  come 
forth,  that  every  step  thou  sets  on  the  ground  may 
put  thee  in  mind  of  thy  manly  courage  and  virtue : 
so  say  I  to  thee,  Nash,  Come  forth ;  be  not 
ashamed  of  thyself ;  stretch  out  thy  legs,  that  every 
step  thou  goest,  thy  shackles,  crying  clink,  may  re- 
member and  put  thee  in  mind  of  all  thy  goodness 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


The  Trimming  of  ThoMAS  Nash. 


37 


and  virtue.     I  am  glad  to  see  thee  in  this  prosperity; 
thou  never  \«ert  so  rich  as  now;    thou  never  hadst 


so  much  money  as  would  buy  so  fair  a  pair  of 
fetters :  in  very  deed,  thou  art  beholden  to  thy 
keeper  that  will  trust  thee  with  so  fair  a  pair  of 
fetters :  neither  would  he,  if  he  had  thee  not  by 
the  leg  :  but  now  thou  art  in  good  case,  thou  art  no 
vagabond,  now  thou  servest  a  master,  and  hast  a 
house  to  go  to,  and  a  couch  to  lie  in :  thou  must 
be  thriving  and  provident  where  thou  art,  and 
'twill  be  a  good  saving  for  thee.  Now  thou  hast 
clog  at  thy  heel,  as  the  proverb  is,  thou  must  learn 
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of  jEsop's  dog  to  do  as  he  did  :  that  is,  thou  must 
Clinch  up  thyself  round  in  thy  couch  all  winter  time, 
and  dream  of  a  goodly  large  chamber,  fair  lodgings 
and  soft  beds ;  and  in  the  summer  time  thou  must 
stretch  out  thyself,  lie  all  abroad  snoring  upon  thy 
couch,  and  think  that  thy  silly  lodging  (seeing  thou 
feelest  no  cold)  a  stately  chamber  built  of  free  stone, 
miMiniki  laid  out  with  stately  bay  windows  for  to  take  the  air 
at  But  what  need  I  tell  thee  of  these  things  ? 
(  Thou  knowest  better  than  I  how  to  lie  in  prison ;  for 
'  what  a  shame  were  it  else  for  thee,  that  hast  many 
a  day  ago  been  free  of  all  the  prisons'  in  London, 
now  to  learn  thine  occupation  ?  Thou  art  a  journey 
man  long  since :  I  do  not  think  but  that  thou  art  able 
to  set  up  shop  in  that  trade,  for  if  thou  wert  but  a 
novice  in  it,  this  dear  year  would  quite  kill  thee. 

But  say,  how  dost  thou  for  victuals?  do  not 
they  of  thy  old  acquaintance  help  thee  ?  if  ever 
tiiou  hadst  true  friend,  now  let  him  show  himself, 
for  a  friend  is  tried  in  adversity ;  and  though  die 
Romans  were  wont  to  say,  that  a  true  friend  was  but 
the  salt  and  sauce  of  a  banquet,  yet  I  say^  that  a  true 
friend  to  thee  must  be  salt,  sauce,  bread,  and  all  the 
meat  beside.  But  thou  hast  never  a  true  friend,  yet 
thou  hast  enough  of  those  friends  that  would  be  sauce 
to  thy  meat;  that  is,  if  thou  couldest  bid  them  to  a 
supper,  they  would  come  to  eat  up  thy  meat  and  sauce 
it  with  fine  talk.     But  (God  knows)  thou  hadst  no 
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need  of  those  friends :  thou  couldst  be  sauce  to 
thine  own  meat  Fie  on  friendship  I  what  is 
become  of  it  ?  not  one  drop  nor  crumb  of  friendship 
between  them  all  ?  A  true  friend  (as  they  say)  were 
more  necessary  than  water  and  fire ;  for  unless  he 
come  and  call  for  it,  thou  canst  not  have  so  much  as 
fire  and  water ;  that  is,  a  fire  with  a  cup  of  small 
drink  by  it  to  nourish  thy  body.  What  is  become  of 
those  true  friends,  Damon  and  Pythias,  Castor  and 
PollziXy  Pylades  and  OresteSy  Nisus  and  Eurypyliis, 
Pirithous  and  Theseus^  whom  death  itself  could 
never  separate }  Dead }  Then  Jove  raise  some 
deadly  tyrant  to  massacre  that  cankered  brood  of  thy 
companions,  that  leave  their  jester  desolate  in  the 
winter  of  his  affliction.  I  curse  them  with  more 
vehemency,  because  I  see  some  hope  in  thee,  in  that 
thou  now  seemest  simply  to  betake  thee  to  the 
truth  :  for  whereas  thou  wert  wont  to  crack  and  brag 
abroad,  and  endeavourest  to  show  that  there  was 
no  learning  in  which  thou  wert  not  expert,  and  how 
that  thou  wert  endowed  with  plenty  of  the  liberal 
sciences,  which  thou  knowest  to  be  nothing  so,  now 
thou  recantest,  and  in  simple  truth  sayest,  thou  hast 
no  learning,  no,  not  such  much  as  one  of  the  liberal 
sciences ;  which  thou  showest  unto  us  by  coming 
forth  in  thy  fetters,  for  none  of  the  sciences  are 
bond-slaves,  or  kept  in  chains  :  they  are  called 
liberal,  quasi  liberi,  because  they  make  men  free.     If 
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these  are  not  sufficient  motives  for  thee,  happily  let 
this  move  thee ;  that  by  thy  proficiency  in  philo- 
sophy since  thou  camest  into  prison,  thou,  hearing  of 
^sop^  that  dwelt  in  a  tub,  of  AnaxagorusiJ),  who  in 
prison  wrote  his  special  book  0/  the  qtuidrature  of 
the  Circle,  of  Socrates,  who  in  prison  studied  phylo- 
sophy,  and  wrote  verses,  and  yet  (as  Cardan  saith) 
slept  sweetly,  so  as  Socrates  gave  more  light  to 
the  prison,  than  the  prison  gave  darkness  to 
Socrates:  and,  lastly,  of  him  that  put  out  his  own 
eyes,  and  so  eclipsed  himself  of  the  sight  of  the 
world,  that  he  might  have  a  more  clear  insight 
into  the  light  of  nature,  keep  thou  thyself  still  in 
prison,  eclipse  thee  from  the  sight  of  the  world, 
gaze  only  on  thyself,  that  so  thou,  more  clearly 
seeing  thine  own  deformed  nature,  mightest  labour  to 
reform  it,  and  bring  thyself  into  light  again.  But 
(sayest  thou)  you  are  a  merry  man,  Mr.  Dick :  it 
befits  not  the  wise  to  mock  a  man  in  misery.  In 
truth  thou  sayest  true,  Tom;  and  for  my  mind's 
sake  I  would  not  for  a  shilling  but  that  thou  hadst 
been  in  prison  ;  it  hath  made  my  worship  so  merry  : 
but  because  thou  continuest  my  precepts  that  am  a 
Cambridge-man,  from  whence  all  virtue  flows,  and 
is  the  very  fountain  and  conduit-head  of  all  learning 
— O!  here  I  could  praise  Cambridge  an  hour  by 
the  clock. 

*Here  the  Learned  (!)  **  Dick  the  Barber**  has  designedly  written  JE$op 
and  Anaxagorm  for  Diogenes  and  Metroum,  to  expose  Nash's  ignorance? 
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Therefore,  I  say,  for  thy  contempt  of  me  I  will 
call  thy  keeper,  and  tell  how  thou  art  stolen  out  of 
prison,  and  come  to  me  to  help  thee  off  with  thy 
shackles.  No,  Thomas,  no ;  I  am  no  pick-lock ;  I 
thank  God,  I  live  without  picking,  though  thou  livest 
not  without  locks.  But  are  you  gone  ?  thou  wert 
afraid  of  thy  keeper  ;  go  to  the  place  from  whence 
you  came,  &c,  with  a  knave's  name  to  you.  Ha,  ha! 
if  I  had  but  followed  this  matter  even  a  little  more,  I 
could  have  persuaded  thee  to  live  and  die  in  prison. 

Alas !  I  could  do  anything  with  thee  now,  all 
thy  senses  are  so  taken  down.  Happy  (quoth  I)  in 
prison  ?  hapless,  indeed !  how  happy  is  the  owl 
caught  fast  in  a  lime-bough,  when  all  the  smaller 
birds  do  chatter  at  her  for  joy  ?  How  happy  the 
rat  caught  in  a  trap  and  there  dies  a  living  death  ? 
How  happy  the  tired  hart  stricken  of  the  hunter, 
who  runs  panting,  consuming  her  breath,  and  at 
last  faints  for  want  of  breath  ?  How  happy  the 
wearied  hare,  pursued  with  dogs,  ever  looking  when 
they  shall  tear  her  in  pieces  ?  And  how  happy  the 
coney-catching  weasel  ensnared  in  the  parker's  net, 
and  hanged  upon  a  tree  ?  Thus  happy  art  thou  ; 
with  the  owl  thou  art  limed  and  wondered  at,  with 
the  rat  thou  art  sore  pressed,  with  the  hart  thou  art 
in  a  consumption,  with  the  hare  thou  always 
expectest  a  tearing,  and  with  the  weasel  thou  shalt 
be  hanged.     All  these  torments  are  in  prison,  a 
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demi-hell,  where  (like  fiends)  the  prisoners  crawl 
about  in  chains,  every  one  perplexed  with  his 
several  pain  ;  a  darksome  labyrinth,  out  of  which 
thou  canst  never  pass,  though  guided  by  a  thread. 

O !  double  unhappy  soul  of  thine,  that  lives  so 
doubly  imprisoned,  first  in  thy  body,  which  is  a  more 
stinking  prison  than  this  where  thou  art ;  then,  that 
it  accompanieth  thy  body  in  this  prison.  Were  it 
not  sufficient  that  one  prison  should  torture  thy  soul 
enough  ?  No ;  first,  because  thy  soul  hath  too  deep 
a  hand  in  all  thy  knaveries,  'tis  so  imprisoned  and 
fettered  to  thy  body  that  it  cannot  go  without  it 
Poor  soul!  more  miserable  than  the  kings  daughter 
Ap^iZ.  '  captivated  and  long  time  kept  imprisoned  in  the 
thieves*  houses,  at  last,  offering  to  break  away,  was 
condemned  to  be  sewn  into  the  ass's  body  and  there 
to  die ;  for  the  ass's  body  was  dead,  and  nothing 
alive  in  the  ass  (the  prison)  to  trouble  the  maid,  the 
prisoner.  But  thy  prison  is  alive,  and  all  the 
affections  in  thy  body  are  as  stinking  vermin  and 
worms  in  it,  that  crawl  about  thee,  gnawing  thee, 
and  putting  thee  to  misery.  She  in  short  time 
was  sure  to  die,  and  so  to  be  free  again  ;  thou  art 
still  in  dying,  and  hoping  for  freedom,  but  still 
livest,  and  this  augments  thy  calamity :  she  should 
have  had  her  head  left  out  to  breathe  into  the  air, 
but  thou  breathest  into  thy  prison  thy  body,  that 
corrupts  within  thee,  and  so  returns  to  be  thine  own 
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poison.  Thus  much  misery  (poor  soul !)  thine  own 
body  affords  thee,  and  by  being  with  thy  body  in 
the  second  prison,  all  this  is  doubled.     Now,  if  thou  c<mHnuata 

mttapkont, 

wouldest  be  free  from  thy  prisons  make  a  hole  in 
thy  first  prison;  break  out  there,  and  so  thou 
escapeth  both,  thou  never  canst  be  caught  again : 
and  by  this  thou  shalt  cry  quittance  with  thy  body, 
that  thus  hath  tormented  thee,  and  shalt  leave  him 
buried  in  a  perpetual  dungeon. 

Here  let  me  give  a  cut  or  two  on  thy  latest 
bred  excrements,  before  I  go  to  the  finishing  of  the 
perfect  cut 

A  little  lump  of  lead  while  it  is  round  will  lie 
in  a  small  room,  but  being  beaten  it  will  spread 
broad  and  require  a  larger  place  to  contain  it ;  and  a 
rope,  bound  fast  up,  might  easily  be  covered,  but 
unfolded  and  drawn  out  at  length  it  hardly  can  be 
hidden  :  so  you  (simply  considered)  are  of  no  report, 
but  if  you  be  untrussed,  and  beaten  out,  and  your 
actions  all  unfolded,  your  name  cannot  be  limited. 
And  now  you,  having  a  care  of  your  credit,  scorning 
to  lie  wrapt  up  in  oblivion,  the  moth  of  fame,  have 
augmented  the  stretched-out  line  of  your  deeds,  by 
that  most  infamous,  most  duncical  and  thrice 
opprobrious  work,  TAe  Isle  of  Dogs^  for  which  you 

*The  Isle  of  Dogs. — See  footnote,  page  i  of  "  Nash's  Lenten  Stuff, 
or  the  Praise  of  the  Red  Herring,"  in  Part  i  kA  "  The  OW  Book  Collector's 
Miscellanj." 
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Croptean, 


A  Proelama' 
Hon  J 
Na$h 


Hon  for  T. 

4h, 


are  greatly  in^request  That  as  when  a  stone  is  cast 
into  the  water,  many  circles  arise  from  it,  and  one 
succeedeth  another,  that  if  one  goeth  not  round 
the  other  following  might  be  adjoined  to  it,  and  so 
make  the  full  circle ;  so,  if  such  infinite  store  of 
your  deeds  are  not  sufficient  to  purchase  to  you 
eternal  shame  and  sorrow,  there  arise  from  you  more 
under  them  to  help  forward  :  and  last  of  all  cometh 
this  your  last  work,  which  maketh  all  sure,  and 
leaveth  a  sign  behind  it  And  of  this,  your  last 
work,  I  must  needs  say  somewhat ;  for  seeing  that 
this,  my^firstjwork  and  offspring,  hath  remained  in  my 
womb  beyond  the  time  allotted,  it  must  needs  be 
grown  greater ;  and  if  it  become  a  monster,  it  must 
needs  be  in  excess. 

O  YES,    O  yes!    if  there  be  any  manner  of 

MAN,    PERSON,     OR    PERSONS,     CAN   BRING   ANY    TIDINGS 

OF   Tho.    Nash,    Gentleman,    let    him  come  and 

GIVE  knowledge  THEREOF,  AND  HE  SHALL  BE  PLEN- 
TEOUSLY   REWARDED. 

Hark  you,  Thomas!  the  crier  calls  you. 
What!  a  fugitive  ?  How  comes  that  to  pass,  that 
thou,  a  man  of  so  good  an  education,  and  so  well 
backed  by  the  muses,  should  prove  a  fugitive? 
But,  alas!  thy  muses  brought  thee  to  this  misery: 
you  and  your  muses  may  even  go  hang  yourselves. 
Now  you  may  wish  that  he  that  first  put  the  muses 
into  your  head  had  knocked  out  your  horns.      But 
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seeing  it  hath  so  happened,  call  for  your  Thalia 
among  your  muses ;  let  her  play  some  music,  and 
I  will  dance  at  youn  hanging.  But  'twas  providence 
in  thee  to  foresee  thy  woe,  and  to  labour  to  eschew 
it,  if  not  by  averring  what  you  have  said,  and 
standing  to  it,  yet  by  showing  your  heels ;  for  as  is 
the  proverb,  ubi  leonina  pellis  insufficiens  est,  vulpina 
astutia  asstcenda  est :  if  by  strong  hand  you  cannot 
obtain  it,  light  heels  are  to  be  required  :  for  one  pair 
of  legs  are  worth  two  pair  of  hands.  And  as  of  all 
the  parts  of  thy  body  thy  legs  are  thy  most  trusty 
servants,  in  all  thy  life,  when  as  thou  couldest  not 
obtain  of  any  of  the  parts  of  thy  body  to  effect  thy 
will,  yet  legs  thou  hadst  to  command  for  to  walk 
and  flee  whithersoever  was  thy  pleasure :  neither 
now,  in  this  extremity,  do  they  deceive  thee.  O ! 
how  much  art  thou  beholden  to  thy  legs !  Banks 
was  not  so  much  beholden  to  his  horse,  that  served 
to  ride  on,  and  to  do  such  wonderful  cranks,  as  thou 
art  to  thy  legs,  which  have  thus  cunningly  conveyed 
thee.  If  every  beggar  by  the  highway's  side 
(having  his  legs  corrupted  and  half  destroyed  with 
botches,  boils,  and  fistulas,)  maketh  much  of  them, 
getteth  stilts  and  creepeth  easily  on  them,  for  fear 
of  hurting  them,  because  they  maintain  them,  and 
prove  better  unto  them  than  many  an  honest  trade  ; 
then,  why  shouldest  not  thou  (by  argument  a  nzalo 
in  pejus)  make  much  of  thy  legs  which,  by  speedy 
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carriage  of  thee  from  place  to  place  to  get  thee 
victuals,  do  not  only  maintain  thy  life,  but  also  at 
this  time  have  saved  thy  life  by  their  true  service 
unto  thee  ?  Wherefore  (these  things  considered) 
thou  canst  not  choose  but,  in  all  humility,  offer  thy 
old  shoes  for  sacrifice  to  Thetis  for  thy  swift  feet 
And  'twas  wisely  done  of  that  high  dread  leech, 
Apollo,  to  appoint  Pisces  the  sign  to  the  feet,  to 
show  that  a  man  should  be  as  swift  as  a  fish  about 
his  affairs.  Nevertheless  can  I  accuse  you  of 
laziness ;  for  all  this  time  of  your  vagation,  with  you 
I  think  the  sign  hath  been  in  Pisces.  Now,  in  this 
thy  flight  thou  art  a  night-bird,  for  the  day  will 
bewray  thee  :  the  bat  and  the  owl  be  thy  fellow 
travellers.  But  to  come  roundly  unto  you,  this 
cannot  long  continue  :  the  owl  some  time  is  snared 
in  the  day  season,  and  old  father  Time  at  length  will 
bring  you  to  light  Therefore,  were  you  as  well 
provided  to  continue  your  flight  as  is  the  beast 
Ephemeron,  which,  because  she  hath  but  one  day 
to  live,  hath  many  legs,  four  wings,  and  all  what 
Nature  can  afford,  to  give  her  expedition  to  see 
about  the  world  for  her  one  day  s  pleasure ;  or  as 
Pegasus,  that  winged  horse,  which  in  swiftness 
equalleth  the  horses  of  the  sun,  which  in  one 
natural  day  perambulate  ^Ipthe  world;  or  as  the 
beast  Alee,  which  runneth  on  the  snow  with  such 
celerity  that  she  never  sinketh   unto  the  ground: 
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were  you  (I  say)  as  swift  as  any  of  these,  you 
shall  be  caught ;  such  is  your  destiny,  and  then 
your  punishment  shall  be  doubled  on  you,  both 
for  your  flying  and  your  other  villany. 

Since  that  thy  Isle  of  Dogs  hath  made  thee 
thus  miserable,  I  cannot  but  account  thee  a  dog, 
and  chide  and  rate  thee  as  a  dog  that  hath  done 
a  fault  And  yet  do  not  I  know  why  I  should 
blame  dogs  ?  For  Can  which  signifieth  a  dog,  is  also 
a  most  trusty  servant :  for  that  dogs  are  faithful 
servants,  to  whom  their  masters  in  the  night  time 
give  in  charge  all  their  treasure.  They  are  at 
command  to  wait  upon  their  masters,  whether  they 
bend  their  journey,  to  fight  for  them  against  their 
enemies,  and  to  spend  their  lives  to  defend  them, 
and  to  offend  their  adversaries ;  as  we  read  of  king 
Cazamenty  who,  being  exiled,  brought  with  him  from 
banishment  two  hundred  dogs,  which  (with 
wonderful  fierceness)  warred  against  their  resistants  : 
in  whom  he  reposed  much  more  confidence  and 
hope  of  victory,  again  to  be  seated  in  his  throne, 
than  if  he  had  been  defended  by  a  mighty  host  of 
armed  men.  And  yason's  dog,  his  master  being 
dead,  never  would  eat  any  meat,  but  with  great  grief 
and  hunger  died  for  company.  Tycius,  the  Sabine,  had 
a  dog  which  accompanied  him  to  prison,  and  when 
he  was  dead  he  remained  howling  by  the  carcass  ; 
to   whom  when    one  cast    meat,  he   laid  it   to  the 
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mouth  of  his  dead  master,  to  revive  him  again  ;  and 
when  his  corpse  was  thrown  into  the  river  Tybris, 
the  dog  leapt  after  it,  so  that  all  the  people  won- 
dered at  the  love  of  this  faithfnl  creature.  Pirrhus, 
the  king,  going  a  journey,  came  by  a  dog  which 
kept  the  body  of  a  dead  man  ;  which  when  he  saw, 
he  commanded  the  body  to  be  buried,  and  the  dog 
to  be  brought  home  with  him  :  this  done  a  few  days 
after  came  soldiers  before  the  king,  among  whom 
the  dog  espied  them  which  killed  his  master,  and 
barked  incessantly  at  them ;  sometime  looking  and 
fawning  on  the  king,  and  then  barked  again  :  at 
which  sign  the  king,  astonished,  examined  them, 
and  upon  light  examinations  they  confessed  the 
murder,  and  took  punishment  for  it  Further,  we 
read  of  a  dog  called  Capparus^  in  Athens,  which  in 
the  night  pursued  a  thief  that  robbed  a  church,  and 
being  driven  back  with  stones  by  the  thief,  followed 
him  a  loofoff,  but  always  kepthim  in  sight,  and  at  last 
came  to  him  and  sat  by  him  while  he  slept  The 
next  mom,  so  soon  as  ever  the  sun's  golden  crown 
'gan  to  appear,  and  his  fiery  steeds,  trappered  in 
their  caparisons,  set  on  their  wonted  race,  the  thief 
fleeing,  the  dog  still  kept  his  chase,  and  complained 
in  his  language  to  the  passengers  of  the  thief.  At 
last  he  was  taken  and  brought  back,  before  whom 
the  dog  came  all  the  way,  leaping  and  exulting  for 
joy,  as  to  whom  all  the  praise  was  due  for  this  deed 
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T\i^  A  ihenians  decreed  that  for  this  public  good 
the  dog  should  be  kept  by  public  charges,  and  the 
care  of  his  keeping  was  always  afterward  laid  upon 
the  priest.  And  I  fear  me,  and  almost  divine  so 
much,  that  the  very  dogs  (wheresoever  thou  playest 
least  in  sight)  will  bewray  thee,  and  bring  thee  to 
thy  torture.  Again  (among  the  Aegiptiani)^ 
Saturn  was  called  Kyon^  because,  as  a  pregnant 
woman,  he  begat  all  things  of  himself,  and  in  him- 
self; and  in  antique  time  they  worshiped  dogp,  and 
had  them  in  great  account,  till  on  a  time,  when 
Cambyses  killed  a  man  and  cast  him  away,  no  other 
beast  but  a  dog  ravened  in  the  dead  carcase. 

Lastly,  to  come  nearer  to  yourself,  you  shall 
hear  of  a  dog  that  was  an  excellent  actor.  In  Rome 
there  was  a  stage-player  which  set  out  a  history  of 
divers  personages,  among  whom  there  was  a  dog  to 
be  poisoned  and  revive  again ;  a  part  of  no  less 
difficulty  than  the  king  or  the  clown,  and  was  as  well 
performed  ;  for  (at  his  time)  he  eat  the  poison,  and 
presently  (drunkard  like)  staggered  up  and  down, 
reeling  backward  and  forward,  bending  his  head  to 
the  ground  as  if  it  were  too  heavy  for  his  body,  as 
his  part  was,  and  at  last  fell  down,  stretched  himself 
upon  the  stage,  and  lay  for  dead.  Soon  after,  when 
his  cue  was  spoken,  first  by  little  and  little  he  began 
to  move  himself,  and  then  stretching  forth  his  legs, 
as  though  he  awaked  from  a  deep  sleep,  and  lifting 
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up  his  bead,  looked  about  him.  Then  he  arose,  and 
came  to  him  td  whom  his  part  was  he  shoFuld  come ; 
which  thing  (besides  the  great  pleasure)  moved 
wonderful  admiration  in  old  Vespasian,  the  emperor 
there  present,  and  in  all  the  other  that  were  spec- 
tators. 

These  pretty  tales  of  dogs  might  keep  me  from 
chiding  of  thee,  but  thou  aft  rio  such  dog :  these 
were  all  well  nurtured  when  they  were  whelps,  you 
not  so :  the  worm  was  not  plucked  .out  from  imder 
your  tongue,  so  that  you  have  run  mad,  and  bit 
venom  ever  since  ;  for  these  are  the  properties  of  a 
mad  dog. 

First,  the  black  chol»  which  reigneth  in  them 
tumeth  to  madness,  most  commonly  in  the  spring 
time  and  in  autumn  :  and  you,  though  you  are  mad 
all  the  year,  yet  have  showed  the  sign  of  it 
especially  this  last  autumn :  they  always  run  wilk 
their  mouths  open  and  their  tongues  hanging  out : 
we  know  how  wide  your  mouth  is,  how  long  your 
tongue,  your  mouth  is  never  shut,  your  tongue  never 
tied  :  slaver  and  f<mm  fall  from  their  jaws  as  they 
run,  and  'tis  but  slaver  that  proceedeth  from  thy 
mouth  :  though  their  eyes  be  open,  yet  they  stumble 
on  every  object ;  so  thou  seest  who  offends  thee 
not,  yet  thou  all  offendest:  they  whosoever  are 
bitten  with  a  mad  dog  also  run  mad  ;  and  they 
whom  thy  ulcered  tongue  did  bite  2^*e  so  stirred  up 
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by  li  ihat,  till  they  have  got  you  and  wormed  you, 
they  cannot  be  well :  thus  you  may  see  to  what  misery 
you  ^ert  born.  Woe  to  the*  tedts  of  thy  dam,  that 
gave  fhefe  suck  !  and  woe  to  the  blind  fortune,  that 
she  opened  not  hd-  eyeS  td  see  id  slffbrd  thee  better 
fortune !  and  woe  to  the  dog-days,  for  in  those  thou 
wroughtest  that  which  now  works  thy  woe  !  Take 
heed  hereafter  ^hat .  you  do  in  do^-days.  The 
natures  sefcretaries  record  of  that  kind  of  goat  called 
Oryx,  that  all  the  year  her  throat  ik  sliut,  the  strings 
of  her  voite  tied  till  dog-days  come ;  and  then,  that 
very  day  and  hour  in  which  thfe  dog-star  first 
appeareth  (at  which  time  dog-days  begin)  she 
openeth  her  voice  and  crieth  :  the  like  miracle  these 
last  dog-days  have  done  of  thee ;  for  what  all  the 
whole  year  could  not  bring  io  pass,  and  all  the 
country  long  hdve  expected,  that  is  thy  confusion 
these  dog-days  by  thine  own  words  have  effected. 
Therefore  happy  hadst  thou  been  if  thou  hadst 
remained  still  in  London,  that  thou  mightest  have 
beeri  knocked  on  the  head  With  many  of  thy  fellows 
these  dog-days,  for  now  the  further  thou  fleest  the 
further  thou  runnest  into  thy  calamity  :  there  is  watch 
laid  for  you,  you  cannot  escape  :  though  art  in  as  ill 
a  taking  as  the  hare,  which,  being  all  the  day 
hunted,  at  last  concludes  to  die;  for  (said  she) 
whither  should  I  fly  to  escape  these  dogs  ?  if  I 
should  fly  to  heaven,  there  is  cants  fidus  celeste;  if  1 1^  jocv^r. 
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TK$  Dog-MJ^  should  run  into  the  sea,  there  is  cants  piscis  tnarinus, 
and  here  on  earth  millions  of  dogs  seek  to  torment 
me.  Aye  me  !  heaven,  earth,  and  sea  conspire  my 
tragedy.  And  as  woeful  as  the  coney  which, 
escaping  the  weasel,  fell  into  the  hunter's  net ;  of 
which  was  that  pithy  epigram,  Would  to  God  the 
weasel  with  my  blood  had  sucked  out  my  life,  for 
now  I  am  kept  a  prey  for  the  ravening  dogs,  and 
cruel-hearted  man  sits  laughing,  whilst  my  body  is 
broken  up,  and  my  guts  divided  into  many  shares ! 
And  though  yet  thou  hast  escaped  thy  snares,  it  will 
not  be  long  ere  thou  beest  taken,  and  then  there  is 
laughing  work  for  all  the  country ;  for  though  thy 
body  were  shared  into  infinite  individuals,  yet  every 
one  could  not  have  his  part  whom  thou  hast  abused, 
for  recompense  for  thy  injury  done  unto  him. 

Now  let  me  see  thy  punishment  for  thy  Isle  of 
Dogs.  'Tis  an  ancient  custom  in  our  country,  when 
we  take  a  dog  that  hath  done  a  fault,  presently  to 
crop  his  ears,  and  this  surely  for  thy  fault  is  thy 
punishment.  But  why  (might  some  say)  are  thine 
ears  punished  for  thy  tongue's  fault  ? 

I  answer,  thine  ears  are  worthy  to  be  punished 
for  not  discharging  their  office  ;  for  whereas  they 
should  hear  before  thou  speakest,  as  they  that  be 
skilful  at  the  ball  first  receive  the  ball  before  they 
cast  it  forth  again  ;  and  into  a  vessel  there  is  first 
infusion  before  there  be  effusion  out  of  the  same. 
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The  over  pregnant  dog  (we  see)  bringeth  forth  blind 
puppies ;  and  the  spider,  that  prepares  her  matter 
and  weaves  her  web  together  at  the  same  time, 
makes  but  slender  work  of  it,  and  easy  to  be  broken  of 
every  fly.  I  say,  whereas  thou  shouldest  first  have 
heard  thou  first  speakest,  thy  tongue  was  in  thy  ear's 
place :  and  for  this  cause  thine  ears  are  justly 
punished. 

Nature  gave  thee  two  ears  and  but  one  tongue, 
because  thou  shouldest  hear  more  than  thou  shouldest 
speak ;  but  because  thou  hast  spoke  more  than  ever 
thou  heardest,  thine  ears  shall  be  taken  from  thee. 
She  set  thine  eyes  and  thine  ears  both  of  equal  highness 
and  always  open,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  hear 
and  to  see,  but  thy  tongue  she  put  into  a  case  that  it 
might  be  slow  to  speak  ;  but  thine  ears  were  dull  to 
hear,  and  thy  tongue  too  quick  of  speech.  Therefore 
thine  ears  deserve  their  punishment  Then,  to  be 
short,  to  have  thine  cropped  is  thypunishment  What, 
Tom  !  are  thine  ears  gone  ?  O^  fine  matty  will  you  m,  \a,  ha: 
buy  a  fine  dog  f  Why  thou  art  in  the  fashion,  thou 
art  privileged  to  wear  long  locks  by  ancient  charter ;  crop,  eared /r$t 
but  now  if  the  fashion  were  as  hot  as  ever  'twas  to 
wev  rings  in  their  ears,  faith,  thou  must  wear  thine 
even  in  thy  tongue,  because  that  cozened  thee  of 
thine  ears.  Are  thy  ears  so  moveable  ?  Art  thou  a 
monster?  Indeed,  all  beasts  have  free  moving  of 
their  ears  granted  to  them,  but  for  men,  I  never 
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knew  any  but  thee  have  their  ears  moving ;  and  thine 
I  see  to  have  the  gentle  quite  remove.  I  think  'tis 
a  disease,  for  I  am  assured,  'tis  a  horrible  pain  to 
be  troubled  with  the  moving  of  the  ears.  I  con- 
jecture no  goodness  by  thi^  strange  accident  <rf 
moveable  ears  this  year :  I  hope  shortly  we  shall 
have  ballads  ou|:  of  it  I  am  airai4i  I  tell  you,  by 
this  strange  sign,  that  we  shall  have  a  wet  wifUer 
this  year,  for  if  it  be  true  (which  the  philosophers 
affirm)  that  when  an  ass's  e^s  hang  down  towards 
the  ground,  'tis  a  certain  sign  of  rain  instant:  then, 
seeing  thine  ears  not  only  hang  toward  d)e  ground, 
but  even  drop  down  to  the  ground,  how  can  it 
choose  but  be  a  sign  of  great  wet  at  hand  ?  and  to 
thee  it  should  be  a  cause  of  perpetual  showers  that 
should  flow  from  thine  eyes ;  but  thou  art  dry,  no 
drop  of  grace  from  thine  eyes.  If  taking  away  of 
thine  ears  could  take  away  thy  hearing  too,  'twere 
some  profit  for  thee,  for  then  thou  shouldest  nof  h(e^ 
thyself  railed  on,  laughed  at,  nor  know  thy  self  to 
be  a'mocking  stock  to  all  the  country.  But  Aere  is 
a  more  plain  way  made  to  t^y  hearing  organs,  ^ 
that  thou  shalt  more  lightly  Jjear  thy  self  every 
where  called  crop-eared  cur.  What  wilt  thou  give 
me  if  I  (I  am  a  chirurgeon)  make  a  vj^yr  pair  of  ears 
grow  out  of  thy  head,  which  passeth  Apollo's 
cunning,  that  so  thou  mayest  still  live  with  fame  in 
thine  own  country  ?    or  if   I  heal  them  as  though 
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thou  never  hadst  any,  that  I  may  go  with  thee  into 
Germany,  and  there  show  thee  for  a  strange  beast 
bred  in  England,  with  a  face  like  a  man,  with  no 
ears,  with  a  tongue  like  a  venomous  serpent,  and  a 
nose  like  no  body  ?  The  last  I  care  not  if  I  con- 
sented to,  if  thou  wouldest  live  in  good  order  but  one 
half  year  ;  but  to  the  first,  that  is  to  give  thee  new 
ears,  I  never  will  grant,  though  thou  shouldest  be 
inspired  to  live  orderly  all  the  residue  of  thy  life ; 
no,  though  I  had  wax  and  all  things  ready  :  for  long  ^ 
ago  hast  thou  deserved  disgrace  to  be  earless,  ever 
since  thou  beganst  to  write,  for  libels  deserve  that 
punishment,  and  every  book  which  yet  thou  hast 
written  is  a  libel;  and  whomsoever  thou  namest  in 
thy  book  hath  a  libel  made  of  him,  thou  purposing 
to  speak  well  of  him  :  such  is  the .  malice  of  thy 
cankered  tongue.  Therefore,  thou  deservedest  to 
lose  thine  ears  for  naming  the  Bishop  of  Ely  and 
of  Lincoln,  and  for  writing  of  Christ's  Tears  over 
^erusalem^ :  how  darest  thou  take  such  holy  matters 
into  thy  stinking  mouth,  so  to  defile  and  pollute 
them  ?  Your  dildoe  and  such  subjects,  are  fit  i 
matter  for  you,  for  of  those  you  cannot  speak  amiss  ; 


^Christ's  Tears  over  Jerusalem,  whereunto  is  annexed  a  compara- 
tive Admonition  to  London.  By  Thomas  Nash,  London,  1593,  with  prefatory 
Epistle,  containing  an  offer  of  amends  and  reconcilement  to  Gabriel  Harvey. 
This  was  at  once  rejected,  and  for  that  rejection  he  was  repaid  by  Nash  in  a 
second  issue  of  "Christ's  Tears,"  bearing  date  1594. 
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the  more  you  rail  of  them  the  nearer  you  touch  the 
matter.  But  because  you  were  not  punished  for 
those  libels,  you  began  your  old  course  again  canis 
ad  vomitum,  you  began  to  chew  the  cud  of  your 
villany,  and  to  bring  more  libels  into  light  But  1 
hope  this  last  libel  will  revenge  the  rest 

We  hear  how  you  threatened  to  spoil  our 
stirring  Satirist :  alas !  have  thy  writings  such 
efficacy  ?  indeed  they  are  poisoned,  but  poison  will 
not  work  on  every  subject ;  and  if  thou  shouldest  but 
name  him,  so  that  it  might  give  but  any  blemish  to 
his  fame,  assure  thyself  to  be  met  withal  of  troops 
of  scholars,  which  will  soon  make  thee  be  one  of 
Terence  his  parasites  :  in  wounds  thou  shalt  exceed 
CassiodoruSy  which  was  so  pitifully  pinked  of  his  own 
scholars.  And  now,  whilst  I  am  in  the  hot 
invective,  I  have  a  message  to  do  to  you  :  the 
townsmen  of  Cherrihinton  send  you  commendations, 
and  they  demand  a  reason  of  you  why  you  call  them 
clowns  ?  They  say,  they  never  offered  you  any 
wrong ;  wherefore  if  ever  you  come  that  way,  they 
will  send  all  the  dogs  in  the  town  after  you,  to  pluck 
off  your  ears  if  they  be  not  gone  before  you  come 
Now  I  think  it  be  time  to  remember  my  promise  to 
the  readers,  that  is,  that  I  be  not  irksome  to  them 
with  tediousness,  that  so  they  might  with  good 
acceptance  digest  what  hitherto  they  have  read: 
therefore  I  will  draw  toward  an  end,  and  so  finish 
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this  perfect  cut  Where  thou  commendest  thy 
Epistle  to  me  as  a  garment  for  a  fool,  and  there- 
fore that  it  should  be  long,  I  (as  is  thy  desire) 
have  cut  it  with  my  scissors,  laid  it  open,  and 
according  to  that  pattern  have  made  a  coat  for 
thyself;  but  it  is  so  short  that  thou  shalt  not  need 
to  curtail  it,  for  some  fools  have  long  coats,  for 
that  cause  only,  that  they  might  the  better  hide 
their  folly  and  cover  their  nakedness,  which  else 
all  should  see:  yet  I  have  made  thy  coat  short 
and  little,  that  by  thy  behaviour  in  it  thou  mayest 
bewray  to  others  thy  simplicity ;  and  if  I  had  took 
in  hand  to  have  made  it  great  enough  to  cover  all 
thy  folly,  this  is  not  the  twentieth  part  of  stuff  that 
would  have  served,  neither  possibly  couldest  thou 
have  had  thy  new  coat  against  this  time :  but 
seeing  thy  garment  is  despatched  for  thee,  wear  it 
and  use  it  well,  for  the  fashion  of  long  clothes  is 
wearing  away,  and  short  clothes  will  shortly  be  in 
request  again,  and  then  thou  shalt  be  a  fool  of  the 
fashion  as  soon  as  the  proudest  of  them  all. 

Again,  this  coat  for  thy  body,  and  the  cool 
irons  for  thy  legs,  will  be  a  most  cooling  suit  for 
thee  all  this  summer  time  :  therefore  make  much  of 
it ;  let  it  not  be  thy  every  day  suit,  but  as  the 
Utopians  were  wont  to  make  them  suits  of  leather, 
which  lasted  seven  years,  in  which  they  did  all  their 
labour,  and  when  they  went  abroad  they  cast  on 
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their  cloaks,  which  hid  their  leather  clothes,  and 
made  them  seem  comely  and  handsome,  so  if  thou 
canst  but  jet  some  old,  greasy,  cast  fustian  suit  to 
wear  within  doors,  this  coat  will  serve  thee  to  cast  on 
to  get  abroad  in,  and  do  thee  credit  Wherefore 
(good  Toni)  I  exhort  thee  to  keep  thee  (whilst  thou 
art)  in  good  case  :  thou  art  well  apparelled  ;  it  may 
be  thou  presently  mayest  bestow  a  coat  of  me :  do 
not  so;  all  thy  coats  are  threadbare  and  I  need 
them  not,  though  thou  hast  many,  for  I  know  thou 
hast  three  or  four  coats  ready  made  (like  a  saleman) 
for  some  body.  Then,  to  which  soever  thou  sowest 
but  a  patch  or  two  concerning  me,  that  coat  shall 
serve  me  :  thou  puttest  divers  stuff  into  one  coat, 
and  this  is  thy  use  in  all  thy  confutations,  as  is  in  this 
thy  book  thou  bringest  into  the  party  against  whom 
I  thou  writest,  his  brothers,  which  argueth  (as  I  said 
:  before)  want  of  invention  ;  but  it  skills  not,  thou  art 
privileged  never  to  go  from  the  matter,  it  might  as 
well  be  permitted  in  thee  as  in  the  historian  that, 
promising  to  speak  of  the  faith  of  the  Jews,  made  a 
long  tale  of  Nilus:  but  (as  I  said)  be  a  good 
husband,  Tom,  and  keep  thy  coats  to  thyself,  thou 
wilt  need  them  all ;  and  when  this  coat  which  I 
bestow  on  thee  shall  wax  threadbare,  I  will  dress  it 
for  thee  the  second  time  and  give  it  thee  again. 
This  I  speak  not  to  wage  discord  against  thee,  but 
rather  to  make  an  end  of  all  jars  ;   that  as  wife  and 
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husband  will  brawl  and  be  at  mortal  feud  all  the  day 
long,  but  when  board  or  bed  time  come  they  are 
friends  again,  and  lovingly  kiss  one  another,  so, 
though  hitherto  we  have  disagreed,  and  been  at 
odds,  yet  this  one  coat  shall  contain  us  both  ;  which 
thou  shalt  wear  as  the  cognisance  of  my  singular 
love  towards  thee,  that  we,  living  in  mutual  love 
m^y  so  die,  and  at  last  loving  like  two  brothers, 
Castor  and  PolltiXy  or  the  two  sisters  Ursa  Major 
and  Ursa  Minor,  we  may  be  carried  up  to  heaven 
together,  and  there  translated  into  two  stars. 

Finally,  these  things  considered  aright,  in  love 

I  beseech  thee  (that  thou  mayest  see  I  am  not  past 

grace)  to  suffer  me  to  retort  thy  grace,  and  so  to  end, 

which   myself  will   follow  for  you;  you  suing  sub 

forma  pauperis. 

A  Grace  in  the  behalf  of  Thomas  Nash. 
To  all  ballad-makers,  pamphleteers,  press- 
hunters,  boon  pot  poets,  and  such  like,  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come,  greeting.  Whereas  Tho. 
Nash,  the  bearer  hereof,  bom  I  know  not  where, 
educated  sometime  at  Cambridge,  where  (being 
distracted  of  his  wits)  he  fell  into  divers  misdemea- 
nors, which  were  the  first  steps  that  brought  him  to 
this  poor  estate.  As  namely,  in  his  fresh-time  how 
he  flourished  in  all  impudency  towards  scholars,  and 
abuse  to  the  townsmen  ;  insomuch  that,  to  this  day. 
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the   towns-men    call   every    untoward    scholar,    of 

V  

whom  there  is  great  hope,  a  very  Nash.  Then, 
being  Batchelor  of  Art,  which  by  great  labour  he 
got,  to  show  afterward  that  he  was  not  unworthy  of 
\  it,  had  a  hand  in  a  show  called  Terminus  ei  nan 
Terminus,  for  which  his  partner  in  it  was  expelled 
the  college  :  but  this  foresaid  Nash  played  in  it  (as 
I  suppose)  the  Varlet  of  Clubs,  which  he  acted  with 
such  natural  affection,  (thaU)all  the  spectators  took 
him  to  be  the  very  same.  Then  suspecting  himself 
that  he  should  be  stayed  for  egregie  dunsuSy  and  not 
attain  to  the  next  degree,  said  he  had  commenced 
enough,  and  so  forsook  Cambridge,  being  Batchelor 
of  the  third  year.  Then,  he  raised  himself  unto  an 
higher  clime  ;  no  less  than  London  could  serve  him  : 
where  somewhat  recovered  of  his  wits,  by  the 
excrements  thereof  (for  the  space  of  nine  or  ten 
years)  he  hath  got  his  belly  fed  and  his  back  clothed. 
As  also  I  hope  you  are  not  ignorant  how  he  hath 
troubled  the  press  all  this  time,  and  published 
sundry  works  and  volumes,  which  I  take  with  me  as 
humble  fellow-suitors  to  you,  that  you  being  all  in 
one  strain  (and  that  very  low,  he  in  a  higher  key), 
you  would  vouchsafe  to  take  him  as  your  graduate 
captain  general  in  all  villany :  to  which  villany 
conjoin  your  voices,  and  in  which  villany,  pray  and 
say  together,  Vivat  moriatur  Nash.  To  these 
premises,  that  they  are  true,  and  that  he,  among  you 
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all,  is  only  worthy  this  title,  I  (as  head  lecturer)  put 
to  my  hand. 

Richard  Lichfield. 
But,  Tom^  thyself  art  past  grace ;  for  some  of 
thine  own  faction,  envying  thy  proficiency  and 
honour  to  which  thou  aspirest,  hath  pocketed  thy 
grace.  O,  envy !  caterpillar  to  virtue  !  But  let  him 
know  that  thou  hast  a  patron  will  stick  to  thee,  and 
that  thou  art  gracious  in  more  faculties  than  one, 
I  will  put  up  another  grace  for  thee,  wherein  he 
shall  have  no  voice,  and  one  only  man,  an  old  friend 
of  thine,  shall  strike  it  dead. 

A  grace,  in  the  behalf  of  Thomas  Nash,  to  the  right 
worshipful  and  grand  Commander  of  all  the 
superrants  and  subtercubants  of  England's  great 
Metropolis,  the  Provost  Marshal  of  London. 

.  Forasmuch  as  Thomas  Nash,  sundry  and  often 
times,  hath  been  cast  into  many  prisons  (by  full 
authority)  for  his  misbehaviours,  and  hath  polluted 
them  all,  so  that  there  is  not  one  prison  in 
London  that  is  not  infected  with  Nash's  evil; 
and  being  lately  set  at  liberty,  rangeth  up  and 
down,  gathering  poison  in  every  place,  whereby 
he  infecteth  the  common  air ;  I  am  to  desire  you, 
that  as  you  tender  the  common  good  of  the  weal 
public,   and  as  the  virtue  of  your  office  recjuireth, 
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which  fe  to  cleanse  the  city  of  all  vicious  and 
unruly  persons,  when  this  above  named  Nash  shall 
happen  into  ^^our  preciflcts  or  diocese  of  your  author- 
ity, you  would  give  him  his  unction  in  the  highest 
degree,  and  cleanse  us  quite  of  him;  which  you  shall 
effect  thus :  Send  him  not  to  prisons  any  morfe 
which  are  corrupted  by  him  already,  but  commit  him 
to  the  Proctor  of  the  Spitat,  where  he  shall  not  stay 
long,  least  he  breed  a  plague  among  them  also ; 
^  but  pass  from  him  to  BuU,^  who,  by  youf  permis- 
sion, having  full  power  over  him,  and  being  of  such 
amiable  and  dexterous  facility  in  discharging  his 
duty,  will  soon  knit  the  knot  of  life  and  death  upon 
him,  stronger  then  that  gordian  knot  never  to  be 
loosed ;  and  by  that  pretty  trick  of  fast  and  loose 
will  loose  your  city  from  him,  and  him  from  all 
his  infections,  and  will  hang  hini  in  so  sweet  and 
clear  a  prospect,  as  that  it  will  be  greatly  to  your 
credit  to  see  the  great  concourse  thither  of  all  sects 
of  people:  as  first,  I  with  my  brethren,  the  barber 
chirurgeons  of  London,  will  be  there,  because  we 

^BULL  is  the  earliest  hangman  whose  name  has  descended  to  us,  as  £u>  as 
that  accomplished  antiquarian  writer,  Dr.  Rimbault,  has  been  able  to  trace. 
Bull  was  succeeded  by  the  more  celebrated  Derrick,  who  appears  to  have  been 
a  "  prime  villian"  and  well  adapted  for  his  odious  occupation.  Derrick  cat  off 
the  head  of  the  unfortunate  Earl  of  Essex  in  the  year  1601.  This  drcumstancc 
is  more  remarkable  because  Derrick,  on  one  occasion,  had  his  own  life  saved 
by  the  interposition  of  the  Earl.  Both  these  facts  are  stated  in  a  ballad  of  the 
time.  For  an  interesting  paper  entitled  "  Some  Account  of  Jack  Ketch,"  Me 
TiMBs'  London  and  Wkstminster,  vol.  i,  p.  296. 
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cdfiHOt  phlebotomize  him,  to  anatomize  him,  and 
keep  his  bones  as  a  chronicle  to  show,  many  ages 
hereafter,  that  sometime  lived  such  a  man,  our 
posterity  having  by  tradition  what  he  was  ;  and  you 
in  some  part  might  be  chronicled  (as  well  as  St 
George)  for  destroying  this  serpent :  then,  there  will 
flock  all  the  coney-catchers  of  London  to  see  the 
portraiture  of  the  arch  architector  of  their  art 
lasdy,  at  the  ballad-makers  of  London,  his  very' 
enemies  that  stayed  his  last  grace,  will  be  there  to 
hear  his  confession,  and  out  of  his  last  words  will 
make  epitaphs  of  him,  and  afterwards  ballads  of  the 
life  and  death  of  Thomas  Nash.  Let  this  grace 
pa^  as  soon  as  may  be,  if  not  for  any  particular  love 
to  him,  yet  as  you  are  a  magistrate  of  the  city,  and 
ought  to  know  what  'tis  to  prefer  a  public  com- 
modity. If  this  grace  pass  not,  he  is  like  to  be 
stayed  finally  to  the  next  year :  I,  his  head-lecturer, 
present  him  to  you, 

Richard  Lichfield. 
Thus  (courteous  Gentlemen)  I  have  brought 
you  to  the  end  of  his  trimming  :  though  he  be  not  so 
curiously  done  as  he  deserveth,  hold  me  excused ; 
he  is  the  first  man  that  ever  I  cut  on  this  fashion. 
And  if,  perhaps,  in  this  trimming  I  have  cut  more 
parts  of  him  than  are  necessary,  let  me  hear  your 
censures,  and  in  my  next  cut  I  will  not  be  so  lavish ; 
but  as  the  curate,  who  when  he  was  first  installed 
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into  his  benefice,  and,  among  other  injunctions, 
being  enjoined  (as  the  order  is),  to  forewarn  his 
parish  of  holy  days  that  they  might  fast  for  them, 
and  thinking  all  those  holy  days  which  he  saw  in  his 
calendar  written  with  red  letters,  on  a  time  said  to  his 
parishioners.  You  must  fast  next  Wednesday  for  Saint 
Sol  in  Virgo,  which  is  on  Thursday,  because  he  saw  it 
in  red  letters.  Which  moved  laughter  to  the  wise  of 
the  parish  ;  who  presently  instructed  him,  that  over 
what  red  words  soever  he  saw  fast  written  those  he 
should  bid  holy  days  :  so  in  short  time  he  became 
expert  in  it.  In  like  manner,  I,  having  but  newly 
taken  orders  in  these  affairs,  if  here  I  have  been  too 
prodigal  in  snip-snaps,  tell  me  of  it ;  limit  me  with  a 
fast,  and  in  short  time  you  shall  see  me  reformed. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

jASH'S  LENTEN  STUFF  was  the  last  written  woiic  of  its  author, 
and  which  the  learned  and  industrious  John  Payne  Collier  somewhat 
aptly  designates  as  a  *  lively  paradoxical  Praise ^of  the  Red-Herring^ 
and  a  highly  humorous  and  mgenious  perfonnance,  which  must — he 
adds — havebeen  written  when  its  author  was  in  high  health  and  spirits. '' 
In  1598  Nash,  after  his  return  from  Ireland,  visited  the  town  of  Great  Yar- 
mouth, as  he  informs  us,  for  five  or  six  weeks.  **  I  arrived,"  he  says,  '*  at  the 
latter  end  of  autumn,  where  having  scarce  looked  about  me,  my  presaging 
mind  said  to  itself,  Hicfavoniut  serenus  eit  hie  cmiter  ymhricuey  this  is  a  pre- 
destinated fit  place  for  Pierce  Penniless  to  set  his  staff  in;"  and  having 
obtain^  a  loan  of  money  there,  and  taken  a  part  in  the  festivities  then  going 
on  in  the  town,  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  one  Humphrey  King,  **  King 
of  the  Tobacconists,"  the  author  of  a  poem  entitled  **  An  Halfe-penny-wortn 
of  Wit  in  a  Penny-worth  of  Paper,  or  The  Hermit's  Tale,"  to  whom  Nash 
dedicated  his  work,  and  as  a  return  for  all  favours  granted,  writes,  **  Because 
I  had  money  lent  me  at  Yarmouth,  I  pay  them  again  in  praise  of  their  own 
town  and  the  Red-Herring — to  be  seen  when  I  am  dead  and  under  ground." 
Yet  it  is  to  be  remembered  that,  though  inspired  with  new  life  and  cnei^ 
when  at  Yarmouth  in  1598,  Nash  had  not  long  to  live.  His  "Lenten  Stuff" 
was  published  in  1599,  4to,  in  the  fhuk  lttt<r,  containing  83  pages,  including 
the  Title,  EpistleDedicatory,  and  Address,  of  which  there  is  a  very  fine  copy 
in  the  British  Museum,  "  Press  mark"  1029.  e,  21. 

Thomas  Nash,  "an  author  by  profession"— the  creature  of  genius,  of 
famine,  and  despair — ^the  friend  and  boon  companion  of  Robert  Greene,  Kit 
Mariowe,  Peele,  Lodge,  and  that  cliqve,  the  former  of  whom  had  been  the 
first  to  attack  Shakespeare  on  the  score  of  his  little  country  grammar ;  his 
education  at  a  country  grammar-school ;  and  charged  him  with  plucking  the 
feathers  from  the  wing  of  Learning  for  the  purpose  of  beautifying  himself— 
"  for  there  is  an  upstart  crow  supposes  he  is  as  well  able  to  bombast  out  a 
blank-verse  as  the  best  of  you ;  and  being  an  absolute  Johannes  Factotum  ^ 
is,  in  his  own  conceit,  the  only  Shake-scene  in  a  country.  "♦ 

Thomas  Nash — ^he  who  descended  from  the  Nashes  in  Hertfoidshire,  and 
received  his  education  at  St.  John's,  Cambridge,  at  which  Collie  he  informs 
us,  **  I  once  took  up  my  inn,  for  seven  years  together  lacking  a  quarter,  and 
yet  love  it  still ;  for  it  is,  and  ever  was  the  sweetest  nurse  of  knowledge  in  all 
that  University*' — ^was  one  of  the  most  satirical  writers  in  the  age  of  Elizabeth 
and  hath  proclaimed  himself  to  the  world  as  Pierce  Penniless^  and  on  a 
retrospect  of  his  literary  life  observes,  that  he  had  "  set  up  late  and  rose  early, 
contended  with  the  cold,  and  conversed  with  scarcity  :"  he  says,  "all  my 
labours  turned  to  loss — I  was  despised  and  neglected,  my  pains  not  regarded, 
or  slightly  rewarded,  and  I  myself,  in  prime  of  my  best  wit,  laid  open  to 
poverty.  "Whereupon  I  accusal  my  fortune,  railed  on  my  patrons,  bit  my 
pen,  rent  my  papers  and  ra^ed.  How  many  base  men  that  wanted  those  parts 
I  had,  enjoyed  content  at  will,  and  had  wealth  at  command  !  I  called  to  mind 
a  cobbler  that  was  worth  five  hundred  pounds;  an  hostler  that  had  built  a  goodly 

f  Oretnt^i  Qroatswor^  of  Wit ;  Bought  with  a  MiUion  o/Bepentancey  1593. 
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inn  ;  a  carman  in  a  leather  pilch  that  had  whipt  a  thousand  poaiids  out  of  his 
horse's  tail — and  have  I  more  than  these?  thought  I  to  myself;  am  I  better 
brought  up  ?  yea,  and  better  favoured  ?  and  yet  am  I  a  begmr  ?  How  am  I 
crost,  or  whence  is  this  curse?  Even  from  hence,  the  men  t£at  shall  empby 
such  as  I  am,  enamoured  of  their  wits,  though  they  be  never  so  scurvy ;  tint  t 
scrivener  is  better  paid  than  a  scholar,  and  men  of  art  must  seek  to  live  amoi^ 
cormorants,  or  be*  kept  under  by  dunces,  who  count  it  policy  to  keep  them  bore 
to  follow  their  books  the  better.  ** 

Such  was  the  miserable  cry  of  an  "author  by  profession"  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  Nash  not  only  renounces  his  country  in  despair,  and  hesitates  oo 
"  the  foulty  means''  which  have  appeased  the  pangs  of  many  of  his  unhappy 
brothers,  but  he  proves  also  the  weakness  of  the  moral  principle  among  these 
men  of  genius ;  for  he  promises,  **  If  any  Maecenas  bind  me  to  him  by  hk 
bounty,  or  extend  some  round  liberality  to  me  worth  the  speaking  o^  I  will  do 
him  as  much  honour  as  any  poet  of  my  beardless  years  shall  in  EngUuxi ;  but," 
he  adds,  '*  if  I  be  sent  away  with  a  flea  in  my  ear,  let  him  look  that  I  wiH 
rail  on  him  soundly ;  not  for  an  hour  or  a  day,  while  the  injury  is  fresh  in  my 
memory,  but  in  some  elaborate  polished  poem,  which  I  wul  leave  to  the 
world  when  I  am  dead,  to  be  a  living  image  to  times  to  come  of  this  beggauly 
parsimony. "  He  made  his  supplication  to  the  Devil  because  he  had  not  then 
found  his  Patron  Saint  At  page  90  he  has  found  his  man.  He  calls  him 
"  one  of  the  bright  stars  of  nobility,  and  glistering  attendants  on  the  true 
Diana. "  He  is  also  ' '  the  matchless  image  of  honour,  and  magnificent  rewarder 
of  virtue ;  Jove's  eagle-bom  Ganjrmede ;  thrice  noble  Amyntas ;"  This 
description  fits  no  one  so  perfectly  as  it  does  the  young  Barl  of  SonthamptoaL 
It  sets  before  us  the  very  image  of  youth,  whidi  Shakespeare  calls  "  more 
lovely  than  Adonis."  We  know  that  Nash  was  under  the  patTOiU|ge  of 
Shakespeare's  friend.  In  the  year  1594  he  dedicated  his  work,  TkeDnfmr- 
tunate  I^aveller;  or,  the  Life  Jdok  Wilton,  to  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  widi 
a  r^erence  to  the  difference  betwixt  it  and  earlier  writings  and  this  wotk  ;  so 
that  there  is  no  doubt  of  "  Pierce  Penniless  "  bein^  inscribed  to  the  Eari  of 
Southampton  in  person,  if  not  by  name,  or  that  Naslrs  was  the  "  alien  pen  " 
that  had  followed  Shakespeare  in  writing  pfivately  to  the  EarL 

At  the  close  of  Nash's  universitv  career,  about  1587,  he  went  np  to 
London,  where  he  joined  Greene,  who  had  also  been  educated  at  St.  J<dm*s 
College,  and  after  spending  a  few  years  in  visiting  the  Continent,  and  movii^ 
about  from  place  to  place  without  any  settled  employment,  he  at  length  took 
up  his  abode  in  Lopdon  as  a  literary  adventurer.  His  pugnacious  propensity 
hurried  him  at  once  into  the  contest  with  the  Puritans  in  the  Martin 
Mar-Prelate  controversy.  He  attacked  them  with  their  own  fiavourite 
weapons  of  ridicule  and  invective,  and  proved  more  than  a  match  for  them. 
An  Almond  for  a  Parrot^  or  Outhert  Curry-Knofoei  Almet;  M9rtm*$ 
Month* »  Mind;  A  CovMereuff  given  to  Martin  Junior,  &c.,  following  esdi 
other  in  rapid  succession,  overwhelmed  his  opponents  with  a  shower  of 
humourous  sallies  and  cutting  jibes.  Such  a  clever  satirist  could  scarcdy  &il 
to  attract  notice.  Accordingly  he  soon  became  a  reigning  wit  at  supper-tables, 
and  a  choice  boon  companion  among  literary  men  of  pleasure. 

**The  materials  for  Nash's  bioeraphy  are  scanty,   and  the  few  detaub 

furnished  from  different  sources  involve  contradiction.      He  was  a  native  of 

Lowestoft,  in  Suffolk,  where  he  was  bom   1567.     The  latter  portion  of  fab 

life  was  passed  in  profligeu:y  and  distress,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  it  in 

the  gaols  of  the  metropolis.     Like  Greene,  he  became  penitent  towards  the  »*»^^ 

^    and  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled   Chrigfi  Teart  over  Jerusalem,  ejqpressed  con- 

U   trition  for  his  writings  and  his  conduct  to  Dr.  Gabriel  Harvey  and  others. 

^  The  cause  of  his  death,  about  1600,  is  unknown. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


NASHE'S  LENTEN  STUFFE : 

Containing  The  Description  and  first  Procreation 

and  Increase  of  the  Towne  of  Great  Yarmouth, 

in  Norffolke:  With  a  new  Play, 

never  played  before  of  the 
Praise  of  the  Red- Herring. 
Fitte  of  all  Clearks  of  Noble- 
men's Kitchins  to  be  read; 
and  not  unnecessary  by 
all  serving-men,  that 
have  short  Boorde- 
Wages,  to  be 
remembered 

Fatnam  peto  per  undds. 


LONDON : 

Printed  for  N.  L.  and  C  B.,  and  are  to  be 

Sold  at  the  West  End  of  Paule's. 

1599- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


To  his  worthy,  good  patfon,   Lusty   Humphrey,* 

according    £is    th6    towtisitieti    do    christen    him ; 

Little    Nump^,  ^  the  httbility  llttd    (toiirtieft  dt> 

name  him ;    and    Honest  Humphrey,    as  ^  his 

friends  and    acquaintance  esteem  him ;    King   of 

the  Tobacconists  hie  &  ubique,  and  a  singular 

Maecenas  to  the  Pipe  and  Tabor  (as  his 

patient  livery  attendant  can  witness) 

his  bounden  orator,  T.  N.  most 

prostrately   offef  up   this 

tribute  of  ink  and 

paper. 

)ST   courteous,   unlearned   lover  of  poetry, 

and  yet  a  poet  diyself,  of  no  less  price 

than    H.    S.    that,    in    honour    of    Maid- 

marian,*   gives   sweet   marjoram   for  his   empress, 

and  puts  the  sow*  most  saucily  upon  some  great 

^LusTY  HuMPHSSY.— Humphrey  Eixig,  a  poetical  writer,  oi  whom 
little  or  nothing  more  is  Imown  than  what  may  be  gleaned  from  Nash's  dedica- 
tion. His  choice  poem  of  "  An  Halfe-penny-worth  of  Wit,  in  a  Penny-worth 
of  Paper;  or,  The  Hermite's  Tale,"  occurred  in  Doctor  Farmer's  col- 
lection, and  was  purchased  for  the  late  Duke  of  Roxbuighe. 

"Maid-marian. — ^A  popolar  character  in  the  old  moiiis  daaoe,  which  was 
often  a  man  in  female  dothes,  and  occasionally  a  strompet  Hence  the  term 
was  sometimes  api^ied  with  no  yerj  flattering  intention* 

"Sow. — ^A  head, 
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personage,    whatever   she   be,    bidding   her    (as  it 

runs  in  the  old  song) 

Go  from  my  garden,  go, 

For  there  no  flowers  for  thee  do  grow. 

These  be  to  notify  to  your  diminutive  excellence, 
and  compendious  greatness,  what  my  zeal  is  towards 
you,  that  in  no  streighter  bonds  would  be  pounded 
and  inlisted,  than  in  an  epistle  dedicatory.  Too 
many  more  lusty  blood  Bravemente  Signiors,  with 
Cadiz  beards,  as  broad  as  sculler*s  maples,  that 
they  make  clean  their  boots  with,  could  I  have 
turned  it  over,  and  had  nothing  for  my  labour, 
some  fair  words  excepting ;  good  sir,  will  it  please 
you  to  come  near,  and  drink  a  cup  of  wine  ? 
After  my  return  from  Ireland,  I  doubt  not  but 
my  fortunes  will  be  of  some  growth  to  requite 
you.  In  the  meantime,  my  sword  is  at  your 
command  ;  and  (before  God)  money  so  scatteringly 
runs  here  and  there  upon  Utendlia,  furnitures, 
ancients,  and  other  necessary  preparations  (and, 
which  is  a  double  charge,  look  how  much  tobacco 
we  carry  with  us  to  expel  cold,  the  like  quantity 
of  staves  aker^  we  must  provide  us  of  to  kill  lice  in 

*Staves  Akbr. — ^A  species  of  larkspur,  a  native  of  the  south  of  Europe, 
and  other  warm  countries.  The  seeds  were  formerly  imported  for  medical 
uses.  They  were  particularly  in  repute  for  destro3ang  vennin  in  the  head. — 
"  Staves-aker  1  that's  good  to  kill  vermin,  then  belike  if  I  serve  you  I  shall  be 
lousy." — Ma/rUme*%  Dr.  Fa/uitu9, 
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that  rugged  country  of  rebels)  that  I  say  unto  you  in 
the  words  of  a  Martialist,  We  cannot  do  as  we 
would.  I  am  no  incredulous  Didymeus,  but  have 
more  faith  to  believe  they  have  no  coin,  than  they 
have  means  to  supply  themselves  with  it,  and  so 
leave  them.  To  any  other  carpet-monger,  or 
Primrose  Knight  of  Primero,^  bring  I  a  dedication ; 
if  the  dice  over  night  have  not  befriended  him,  he 
sleeps  five  days  and  five  nights  to  new-skin  his 
beauty,  and  will  not  be  known  he  is  awake  till  his 
men,  upon  their  own  bonds  (a  dismal  world  for 
trenchermen,  when  their  masters  bonds  shall  not  be 
so  good  as  theirs)  have  took  up  commodities,*  or  fresh 
droppings  of  the  mint  for  him :  and  then ;  what 
then  ?  He  pays  for  the  ten  dozen  of  balls  he  left 
upon  the  score  at  the  tennis  court ;  he  sends  for  the 
barber  to  depure,  decurtate,  and  sponge  him,  whom 
having  not  paid  a  twelve-month  before,  he  now 
rains  down  eight  quarter  angels  into  his  hand, 
to  make    his    liberality  seem    greater,   and  gives 

^PuMERO. — A  game  at  cards,  said  by  some  writers  to  be  one  of  the  oldest 
known  in  England. — "  I  never  prospered  since  I  foreswore  myself  at  Primero." 
— "  And  left  bim  at  Primero  with  the  Dnke  of  Suffolk."— iSAaikd^^are.  In 
the  Marquis  of  Worcester's  Centoary  of  Inventions — No.  89 — ^is  "  White  silk 
knotted  in  the  fingers  of  a  pair  of  white  gloves,  and  so  contrived  without 
suspicion,  that  playing  at  Primero  at  cards,  one  may  without  clogging  his 
memory  keep  reckoning  of  all  sizes,  sevens,  and  aces  which  he  hath  discarded." 

'Commodities. — Wares  taken  in  payment  by  needy  persons  who  borrow 
money  of  usurers ;  Interest  Droffinos  of  thb  Mint— or  "  Miwt  Sauce  ^^^ 
money. 
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him  a  cast  riding  jerkin,  and  an  old  Spanish  bat  into 
the  bargain,  and  God*s  peace  be  with  him.  The 
diamber  i?  not  rid  of  the  safieU  of  his  feet,  but  the 
l^easy  ahoemaka*  with  his  squint's  skin,  and  a 
whole  stall  of  ware  upon  hi$  arm,  enters,  and 
wrencheth  his  \&^  for  an  how  together,  and  after 
shewsi  his  ^y,  By  S,  Lc^  ^at  draws  deep,  and 
by  that  time  his  toha/coe>  merest  ia  made  evea 
with,  and  he  hath  dined  at  a  taveiti,  and  dept  bis 
under-meal  at  a  bawdy-house,  his  purse  is  g»n  t^ 
heild,^  and  only  forty  shillii^  h«t  ha&  behtad 
to  try  his  fortune  with  at  the  cards  v^  the  prra^isi^ 
[i^anifeer};  which  If  it  pro$qper,  the  court  cannot  eon* 
taia  hiB\  but  to  London  s^n  hfi  wiU,  to  r^^  it  vA 
have  two  plays  in  one  night,  invite  aH  Ae  poets  and 
musicians  to  hi$  chiwnber  the  aeott  morning;  where, 
against  their  coming,  a  whole  hed|)  ol  n^oi^y  shaS 
be  spread  upon  the  board*  aiMl  all  its  ^nka  opened 
to  ^ow  its  rich  iuits,  b«t  the  devil  a  whit  be 
bestows  «n  then^  *ave  bot^  ?^  and  tebswce,  and 
desires  a  general  meeting. 

The  particular  of  it  is,  that  Bounty  is  bankrupt^ 
and  lady  Sensuality  Ucks  aH  the  fat  firom  the  seven 
liberal  sciences ;  that  Poetry,  if  it  were  not  a  trick  to 
please  my  lady,  would  be  excluded  out  of  Christian 
burial,  and,  mstead  of  wreaths  of  laurel  to  crown  it 

^Heild. — Decrease  ;  wane. 
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Dedicatory.  xv 

with,  have  a  bell  with  a  cock's  comb  clapped  on  the 
crown  of  it  by  old  Johannes  de  Indagines^  and  his 
choir  of  Dorbellists.  Wlierefore,  the  premises 
considered  (I  pray  you  consider  of  that  word 
Premises^  for  somewhere  I  have  borrowed  it) 
neither  to  ridi,  noble,  right  worshipful  or  wor- 
shipful, of  spiritual  or  temporal,  will  I  consecrate 
this  work  but  to  thee  and  thy  capering  humoiur 
alone ;  that,  if  thy  stars  had  done  thee  right,  they 
should  have  made  thee  one  of  the  mightiest  princes 
of  Germany,  not  for  thou  canst  drive  a  coach,  or  kill 
an  ox  so  well  as  they,  but  that  thou  art  never  well 
but  when  thou  art  amongst  the  retinue  of  the 
Muses,  and  there  spendest  more  to  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,  than  in  an  whole  year  thou  gettest  by  some 
grasierly  gentility  thou  foUowest  A  king  thou  art 
by  name^  and  a  king  of  good-fellowship  by  nature, 
whereby  I  ominate  this  encomium  of  the  King  of 
Fishes  was  predestinated  to  thee  from  thy  swad- 
dling'clothes.  Hug  it,  ingle  it,  kiss  it,  and  cull  it 
now  thou  hast  it,  and  renounce  eating  of  green  beef 
and  garlidc  till  Martlemas,  if  it  be  not  the  next  9tyle 
to  "The  Strife  of  Love  in  a  Dream:"  or,  "The 
lamentable  Burning  of  Tiverton."  Give  me  good 
words,  I  beseech  thee,  though  thou  givest  me  nothing 
else,  and  thy  words  shall  stand  for  thy  deeds,  which 

*A  Kino  thou  art  by  name.— i&e  Note  i  page  xi. 
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xvi  The  Epistle  Dedicatory. 

I  will  take  as  well  in  worth,  as  if  they  were  the 
deeds  and  evidences  of  all  the  land  thou  hast  H^:^ 
I  bring  you  a  red-herring,  if  you  will  find  drink  to  it, 
there's  an  end,  no  other  detriments  will  I  put  you  ta 
Let  the  can  of  strong  ale  [be]  your  constable,  with  the 
toast  [for]  his  brown  bilP  and  sugar  and  nutm^rs  his 
watchmen,  stand  in  a  readiness  to  entertain  me  every 
time  I  come  by  your  lodging.  In  Russia  there  are 
no  presents  but  of  meat  or  drink ;  I  present  you 
with  meat,  and  you,  in  honourable  courtesy  to 
requite  me,  can  do  no  less  than  present  me  with  the 
best  morning's  draught  of  merry-go-down'  in  your 
quarters ;  and  so  I  kiss  the  shadow  of  your  feets 
shadow,  amiable  donsel,*  expecting  your  sacred 
poem  of  "The  Hermit's  Tale,"  that  will  restore  the 
golden  age  amongst  us,  and  so,  upon  my  soul's 
knees,  I  take  my  leave. 

Yoiu^  for  a  whole  Last*  of  Red-Herrings, 

Th.  Nash. 


^Brown-Bill.— A  brown  bill  was  a  Idnd  of  battle-axe  fx  halbert,  affixed 
to  a  long  stafi^  and  used  bj  the  English  soldiery,  and  also  by  constables : 
"  Which  is  the  constable's  house  ? 
At  the  sign  of  the  Bronm^BiU,** 

jaddletcn%  Blwrt,  Matter  OmttahU,  or  the 
Spaniard's  Nigfate-Walke,  1602. 

■Merry-go-down.— An  old  cant  term  for  strong  ale,  or  huff-cap. 

■DONSEL.— A  youth  of  good  birth  but  not  knighted. 

*Last  of  Herrings.— Ten  thousand.— (187 1.) 
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To  his  ReaderSy  he  cares  not  what  th^  be. 


lSH'S  Lenten  Stuff!  And  why  Nash's 
Lenten  Stuff?  Some  scabbed  scalled 
Esquire  replies  :  Because  I  had  money  lent 
me  at  Yarmouth  ;  and  I  pay  them  again  in  praise 
of  their  own  town  and  the  red-herring.  And,  if  it 
were  so,  Goodman  Pigwiggen,  were  not  that  honest 
dealing  ?  Pay  thou  all  thy  debts  so,  if  thou  canst 
for  thy  life.  But  thou  art  a  ninny-hammer,  that  is 
not  it;  therefore,  Nickneacave,  I  call  it  Nash's 
Lenten  Stuff,  as  well  for  that  it  was  most  of  my 
study  the  last  Lent  as  that  we  use  so  to  term  any 
fish  that  takes  salt,  of  which  the  red-herring  is  one 
of  the  aptest  O !  but,  saith  another  John  Dringle, 
there  is  a  book  of  the  Red- Herring's  Tail,^  printed 
four  terms  since,  that  made  this  stale.     Let  it  be  a 


^Rsd-Hbuling's  Tail. — A  Herring's  Taylc :  contayning  a  poeticall 
Fiction  of  diuers  Matters  worthie  the  Reading.  London.  For  Matthew 
Lownes,  1598,  4to.  This  Fiction  appears  to  allude  to  some  dispute  between 
two  eminent  personages  of  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Allusions  are  made 
to  the  writings  of  Spencer  and  Sydney.  There  is  a  very  fine  copy  of  this 
scarce  poem  in  the  British  Museum,  the  "Press  Mark"  to  which  is  1077.  b. 
46.     See  Yrf^  Biblio.  Memo.  pp.  156  to  162, 
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xviii  To  the  Reader. 

tail  of  haberdine,^  if  it  will,  I  am  nothing  entailed 
thereunto;  I  scorn  it,  I  scorn  it,  that  my  works 
should  turn  tail  to  any  man.  Head,  body,  tail,  and 
all  of  a  red-herring  you  shall  have  of  me,  if  that  will 
please  you ;  or,  if  that  will  not  please  you,  stay  till 
Easter  term,  and  then,  with  the  answer  to  the  Trim- 
Tram,'  I  will  make  you  laugh  your  hearts  out 
Take  me  at  my  word,  for  I  am  the  man  that  will  do 
it  This  is  a  light  friskin  of  my  wit,  like  the  praise 
of  injustice,  the  fever  quartan,'  Busiris,  or  Phalaris, 
wherein  I  follow  the  trace  of  the  famousest  scholars 
of  all  ages,  whom  a  wantonizing  humour  once  in 
their  life-time  hath  possessed  to  play  with  straws, 
and  turn  mole-hills  into  mountains. 

Every  man  can  say  "Bee  to  a  battledore,"  and 
write  in  praise  of  virtue  and  the  seven  Liberal 
Sciences ;  thrash  com  out  of  the  full  sheaves,  and 
fetch  water  out  of  the  Thames ;  but  out  of  dry 
stubble  to  make  an  after-harvest,  and  a  plentiful 
crop  without  sowing,  and  wring  juice  out  of  a  flint, 
that  is  "Pierce  a  God's  name,"  and  the  right  trick  of 
a  workman.  Let  me  speak  to  you  about  my  huge 
words,  which  I  use  in  this  book,  and  then  you  are  your 
own  men  to  do  what  you  list  Know,  it  is  my  true 
vein  to  be  Tragicus  Orator,  and,  of  all  styles,  I  most 

^Habbrdinx.— Salted  cod. 
■Trim-Tram.— A  trifle,  or  absurdity. 
*FxvER  Quartan.— A  fourth  day  a^e. 
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To  the  Reader.  xix 

affect  and  strive  to  imitate  Aretine's,^  not  caring  for 
this  demure,  soft  mediocre  genus^  that  is  like  water 
and  wine  mixed  together ;  but  give  me  pure  wine  of 
itself,  and  that  begets  good  blood,  and  heats  the 
brain  thoroughly.     I  had  as  live  have  no  sun,  as  have 
it  shine  faintly;    no  fire,   as  a  smothering  fire  of 
small  coals;   no   clothes,  rather  than  wear 
linsey-woolsey.     Apply  it  for  me,  for  I 
am  called  away  to  correct  the 
faults  of  the  press,  that 
escaped  in  my  absence 
from  the  printing- 
house. 


*To  Imitate  Aretine's.— Nash  was  a  great  favourite  with  the  wits  of 
his  day.  Dr.  Lodge,  in  his  "Wits'  Miserie,''  calls  him  "our  true  English 
Aretine."  By  another  contemporary  he  is  designated  "Sweet  satyric  Nash." 
A  third  describes  his  Muse  as  "armed  with  a  gag-tooth  (a  tusk),  and  his  pen 
possessed  with  Hercules's  furies."  He  b  well  characterised  in  "  The  Return 
from  Parnassus" — 

"  His  stjde  was  witty,  tho'  he  had  some  gall ; 

Something  he  might  have  mended,  so  may  all; 

Yet  this  I  say,  that  for  a  mather^i  wit, 

Few  men  have  ever  seen  the  like  of  it" 
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The  Praise  of  the  Red-Herring. 


SHE  strange  turning  of  the  "Isle  of  Dogs,"^ 
from  a  comedy  to    a  tragedy  two  summers 
past,  with  the  troublesome  stir,  which  happened 
about  it,  is  a  general  rumour,  that  hath  filled  all 


*IsLE  OF  Dogs. — A  satirical  play  written  by  Nash  in  1597,  which  gave  so 
much  offence  that  Henslow's  company,  by  whom  it  was  acted,  was  silenced  for 
a  time,  and  the  author,  after  having  been  brought  before  the  Privy  Council, 
was  imprisoned  in  the  Fleet  This  comedy  was  never  published,  nor  is  any 
manuscript  copy  of  it  known  to  be  extant  What  the  nature  of  the  piece  was, 
has  not  been  discovered,  but  the  consequences  of  having  written  it  would  seem 
to  have  been  very  serious  to  its  satiric  author.  Meres,  in  his  "  Comparative 
Discourse  of  our  English  Poets,  with  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Italian  Poets," 
says,  "  Actaeon  was  worried  of  his  own  hounds,  so  is  Tom  Nash  of  his  Isle  of 
Dogs.  Dogs  were  the  death  of  Euripides,  but  be  not  disconsolate,  gallant  young 
Juvenal ;  Linus,  the  son  of  Apollo,  died  the  same  death.  Yet  God  forbid  that 
so  brave  a  wit  should  so  bravely  perish  ;  thine  are  but  paper-dogs,  neither  is 
thy  banishment  like  Ovid's  eternally  to  converse  with  barbarous  Getes. 
Therefore,  comfit  thyself,  sweet  Tom,  with  Cicero's  glorious  return  to  Rome, 
and  with  the  counsel  ^Eneas  gives  to  his  sea-beaten  soldiers.  Lib.  i,  iEneid. 

''  Pluck  up  thine  heart,  and  drive  from  thence, 
both  fear  and  care  away ; 
To  think  on  this,  may  pleasure  be 
prSiaps  another  day." 

"  JhiTaUYet  temet  rehus  servato  seenndis.'^ 

PalladU  Tamia,  or  Wit's  Treasury,  1598. 
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2  Nash's  Lenten  Stuff, 

England,  and  such  a  heavy  cross  laid  upon  me^  as 
had  well  near  confounded  me ;  I  mean,  not  90  much 
in  that  it  sequestered  me  from  the  wonted  means  of 
maintenance,  which  is  as  great  a  maim  to  any  man's 
happiness,  as  can  be  feared  from  the  hands  of 
misery,  or  the  deep  pit  of  despair,  whereinto  I  was 
fallen,  beyond  my  greatest  friends  reach,  to  recover 
me  ;  but  that  in  my  exile,  and  irksome  discontented 
abandonment,  the  silliest  miller's  thumb,  or  con- 
temptible stickle-back  of  my  enemies,^  is  as  busy 
nibbling  about  my  fame,  as  if  I  were  a  dead  man 
thrown  amongst  them  to  feed  them.  So  I  am,  I 
confess,  in  the  world's  outward  appearance,  though 
perhaps  I  may  prove  a  cunninger  diver  than  they 
are  aware ;  which  if  it  so  happen,  as  I  am  partly 
assiu-ed,  and  that  I  plunge  above  water  once  again, 
let  them  look  to  it,  for  I  will  put  them  in  brine,  or  a 
Ji^J^^**^  piteous  pickle  every  one,*  But  let  that  pass, 
jjjjrjaiucoftruta^^^gj^  they  shaU  find  I  will  not  let  it  pass,  when 

time  serves,  I  having  a  pamphlet  hot  a  brooding, 
that  shall  be  called  "The  Barber's  Warming-pan,"  and 


*My  Enemies. — ^Nash  had  many  adversaries :  the  most  powerfol  of 
whom  was  Gabriel  Harvey,  h,  1545,  d.  1630. — A  man  of  great  leamii^  and 
considerable  talents.  During  the  time  of  Nash's  imprisonment  he  published  in 
the  name  of  Richard  Lichfield  a  work  in  4to  entitled  "  The  Trimming  of 
Thomas  Nash,  Gentleman,  by  the  high-tituled  patron  Don  Richardo  de  Medico 
campo,  Barber  Chirurgeon  to  Trinity  Colledge  in  Cambridge.  Mtber  ^tuu 
/eoU  compedet  ipse  gettat.  London,  printed  for  Philip  Scarlet,  1597.  Oo 
signature  £  2  is  a  wood-cut  of  Nash  double-fettered. 
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OR   PRAiSB  OF  THE  REl>HailRING,  3 

to  the  oocasion  a  fresh  of  my  falling  in  alliance  with 
this  Lenten  argument     That  unfortunate  imperfect 
embryo*  of  my  idle  hours,  the  "Isle  of  Dogs"  before  Ji^o*T2S 
mentioned,  breeding  unto  me  such  bitter  throes  in  KJiivb^^ 

'  ^  the  introdueiUm 

the  teaming,  as  it  did,  and  the  tempests,  that  arose  JC* ^^*^ 
at  its  birth,  so  astonishing,  outrageous,  and  violent,  conmu,  or  SS 
as    if   my  brain  had  been  conceived  of    another  Syj^^UJ^;^ 
Hercules  :    I  was  so  terrified  with  my  own  increase  bl^^both^iMr 
(like  a  woman  long  travailing  to  be  delivered  of  a  ^iT^  ^^' 
monster)  that  it  was  no  sooner  born,  but  I  was  glad 
to  run  from  it     Too  inconsiderate  headlong  rashness 
this  may  be  censured  in  me,  in  being  thus  prodigal 
in  advantaging  my  adversaries ;   but  my  case  is  now 
smothered  secret,  and,  with  light  cost  of  rough  cast 
rhetorick,   it  may  be  tolerably  plaistered  over,   if 
under  the  pardon  and  privilege  of  incensed  higher 
powers  it    were  lawfully    indulged    me    freely  to 
advocate  my  own  astrology.     Sufficeth  what  they 
in  their  grave  wisdoms  shall  prescribe,  I,  in  no  sort, 
will  seek  to  acquit,  nor  presumptuously  attempt  to 
dispute  against  the  equity  of  their  judgments,  but 
humble    and    prostrate    appeal    to    their    mercies. 

Dr.  Fanner  remarks^  that  this  is  not  Nash's  only  quarrel  with  the  acU»s. 
In  the  **Ilp%itle  to  the  Gentlemen  Students  of  both  Uniyersities"  prefixed  to 
Green's  Arcadia,  1589,  Tom  has  a  lash  at  some  "  vain-glorious  tragedians"  and 
very  plainly  at  Shakespeare  in  particular :  but  Mr.  Gilchrist  more  accurately 
obsenres,  that  Nash's  letter  alludes  to  Kydd's  old  play  of  Hamlet ;  and  was 
published  in  1589^  4to,  some  years  hdon  Shakespeare  appeared  as  a  writer  for 
he  stage  » 
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•Jiedicui. 


4  Nash's  Lenten  Stuff. 

Avoid  or  give  ground  I  did,  scriptum  est,  I  will  not 
go  from  it,  and  post  varies  casus,  variable  knight- 
errant  adventures,  and  outroads,  and  inroads,  in  great 
Yarmouth  in  Norfolk,  I  arrived  at  the  latter  end  of 
autumn.  Where  having  scarce  looked  about  me, 
my  presaging  mind  said  to  itself  Hie  /tavanms 
serenus  est,  hie  auster  untbrieus,  this  is  a  predes- 
tinated fit  place  for  Pierce  Penniless^  to  set  up  his 
staff  in.  Therein  not  much  diameter  to  my 
divining  hopes,  did  the  event  sort  itself,  for  six 
weeks  first  and  last ;  under  that  predominant  con- 
stellation of  Aquarius,  or  Jove's  nectar-filler,  took 
I  up  my  repose,  and  there  met  with  such  kind 
entertainment,  and  benign  hospitality,  when  I  was 
Una  litera  plusquant  medieus'^,  as  Plautus  saith,  and 

'PiEitCB  PENNiLXSS.^Nash's  mofit  popular  woik,  tiie  title  page  of  irinci 
nms  thus:  Pierce  Pbnilbsse  his  Suppucation  to  the  Deuill. 
Describing  the  ouer-spreadisg  of  Vice,  and  the  Suppression  of  Vertee. 
Pleasantly  interlac'd  with  variable  delights  :  and  pathetically  intermixt  wkh 
conceipted  reproofes.  Written  by  Thomas  Nash,  Gentleman.  LondoD, 
Imprinted  by  Richard  Ihones,  dwelling  at  the  Signe  of  the  Bo^e  ami 
Crowne,  nere  Bblbwme  Bridge.  1592. — ^The  work  afterwards  *' passed 
through  the  pikes  of  at  least  six  impressions,"  as  he  infonns  us  in  '*  Have  with 
you  to  Saffiron  Walden,  or  Gabriel  Harvey's  Hunt  is  up."  London.  J.  Danter, 
1596,  4to. — a  tract  that  gave  the  finishing  stroke  to  Gabriel  Harvey.  Besides 
this,  '*  Dick  Litchfield,  the  barber  of  Trinity  CoU^e,  a  rare  ingenuous  odd 
meny  Greek  (as  I  have  heard),  hath  translated  my  Pieroe  Penniless  into  dte 
Macaronical  language,  wherein  I  wish  he  had  been  more  tongue-tied ;  since  in 
some  men's  incensed  judgments,  it  hath  too  much  tongue  already ;  being  above 
two  years  since  maimedly  translated  into  the  French  tongue." — Pierce  Penniless 
is  reprinted  with  an  Introduction  and  Notes  by  J.  Payne  Collier,  Esq.,  F.S.A., 
for  the  Shakespeare  Society,  1842. 
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OR  Praise  of  the  Red- Herring.  5 

not  able  to  line  to  myself  with  my  own  juice ;  as 
some  of  the  crumbs  of  it,  like  the  crumbs  in  a  bushy 
beard,  after  a  great  banquet,  will  remain  in  my 
papers,  to  be  seen  when  I  am  dead  and  under 
ground^ ;  from  the  bare  perusing  of  which,  infinite 
posterities  of  hungry  poets  shall  receive  good 
refreshing,  even  as  Homer  by  Galataeon  was 
pictured  vomiting  in  a  bason  (in  the  temple  that 
Ptolemy  Philopater  erected  to  him)  and  the  rest  of 
the  succeeding  poets  after  him,  greedily  lapping  up 
what  he  disgorged.  That  good  old  blind  bibber  of 
Helicon,  I  Icnow  well,  came  a  begging  to  one  of  the 
chief  cities  of  Greece,  and  promised  them  vast  cor- 
pulent  volumes  of  immortality,  if  they  would  bestow 
upon  him  but  a  slender  out-brothers  annuity  of 
mutton  and  broth,  and  pallet  to  sleep  on  ;  and,  with 
derision,  they  rejected  him ;  whereupon  he  went  to 
their  enemies,  with  the  like  proffer,  who  used  him 
honourably,  and  whom  he  used  so  honourably,  that 
to  this  day  (though  it  be  three  thousand  years  since), 
their  name  and  glory  flourish  green  in  men's  memory 
through  his  industry.  I  trust  you  make  no  question 
but  those  duU-pated  pennifathers,  that  in  such 
dudgeon  scorn  rejected  him,  drunk  deep  of  the  sour 
cup  of  repentance  for  it,  when  the  high  flight  of  his 
lines  in  common  brute  was  applauded.     Yea  in  the 

*Nash  died   1 601-2,   or  about  two  years  after  the  publication  of  this 
work, 

C 
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word  of  one  no  more  wealthy,  than  he  was  (wealthy 
said  I,  nay  I  will  be  sworn,  he  was  a  grand  juryman, 
in  respect  of  me)  those  grey  beard  huddled-duddles, 
and  crusty  cum-twangs,  were  struck  with  such 
stinging  remorse  of  their  miserable  eucUonism  and 
sundgery,  that  he  was  not  yet  cold  in  his  grave,  but 
they  challenged  him  to  be  bom  amongst  them,  and 
they,  and  six  cities  more,  entered  a  sharp  war  about 
it,  every  one  of  them  laying  claim  to  him  as  their 
own  :  and  to  this  effect  hath  Buchanan  an  epigram  : 

Urbes  certarunt  septem  de  patria  Homeric 
NulUiy  domus  vivo  patria  nulla  fuit. 

Seven  cities  strove,  whence  Homer  first  should 

come, 
When  living,  he  no  country  had  nor  home. 

I  allege  this  tale  to  show  how  much  better  my 
luck  was  than  Homer's  (though  all  the  Kings  erf 
Spain's  Indies  will  not  create  me  such  a  niggling 
hexameter-founder,  as  he  was)  in  the  first  proclaiming 
of  my  bankrupt  indigence  and  beggary,  to  bend  my 
course  to  such  a  courteous  compassionate  clime  as 
Yarmouth ;  and  to  warn  others  that  advance  their 
heads  above  all  others,  and  have  not  respected,  but 
rather  flatly  opposed  themselves  against  the  friar 
mendicants  of  our  profession,  what  their  amercements, 
and  unreprieveable  penance,  will  be,  except  they  tear 
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open  their  oyster-mouthed  pouches  quickly,  and 
made  double  amends  for  their  patrimony.  I  am  no 
Tiresias  or  Calchas  to  prophesy,  but  yet  I  cannot  tell, 
there  may  be  more  resounding  bell-metal  in  my  pen, 
than  I  am  aware ;  and,  if  there  be;  the  fli^t  peel  bf  it 
is  Yarmouth's ;  for  a  pattern  or  tiny  sample,  What 
my  elaborate  performance  woiild  be  in  this  case,  had 
I  a  full-sailed  gale  of  prosperty  to  encourage  me ; 
whereas,  at  the  dishumoured  Composing  hereof,  I  may 
justly  complain  with  Ovid : 

Anchorajam  nostram  non  tenet  ulla  ratem. 

My  state  is  so  tossed  ahd  Weather-beaten^  that  it 
hath  now  no  anchor-hole  left  to  cleave  unto.  I  caTe 
not,  if,  in  a  dim  fair  of  landscape,  I  take  the  pains  to 
describe  this  supereminent  principal  metropolis  of 
the  red  fish.  A  town  it  is,  that,  in  rich  situation 
exceedeth  many  cities,  and  without  the  which,  Caput 
gentis,  the  swelling  battlements  of  Gurguntus,  a  head 
city  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  would  scarcely  retain  the 
name  of  city,  but  become  as  ruinous  and  desolate  as 
Thetford  or  Ely,  out  of  an  hill  or  heap  of  sand, 
reared  and  forced  from  the  sea  most  miracuously,  and 
by  the  singular  policy  and  incessant  inestimable 
expence  of  the  inhabitants,  so  firmly  piled  and 
rampired  against  the  fumish  waves  battery,  or  suing 
the  least  action  of  recovery,  that  it  is  more  conjectural 
of  the  twain,  the  land,  with  the  writ  of  an  Ejectio 
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firma^  will  get  the  upper  hand  of  the  ocean,  than  the 
ocean  one  crow's  skip  prevail  against  the  continent 
Forth  of  the  sands,  thus  strugglingly  as  it-exalteth 
and  lifts  up  its  glittering  head :  so  of  the  neigh- 
bouring sands,  no  less  semblably  (whether,  in 
recordation  of  their  worn  out  affinity,  or  no,  I  know 
not)  it  is  so  inamorately  protected  and  patronised, 
that  they  stand  as  a  trench  or  guard  about  it  in  the 
night,  to  keep  off  their  enemies.  Now,  in  that 
drowsy  empire  of  the  pale-faced  queen  of  shades, 
maugre  letting  drive  upon  their  barricadoes,  or 
impetuously  contending  to  break  through  their  chain 
or  bar,  but  they  intomb  and  balist^  with  sudden 
destruction.  In  this  transcursive  reportory,  without 
some  observant  glance,  I  may  not  overpass  the 
gallant  beauty  of  their  haven,  which  having  but  as  it 
were  a  welt  of  land,  or  as  Mr.  Camden*  calls  it 
lingulam  terrcBy  a  little  tongue  of  the  earth,  betwixt 
it  and  the  wide  main,  sticks  not  to  manage  arms, 
and  hold  its  own  undefeasably  against  that  universal 
unbounded  empire  of  surges,  and  so  hath  done  for 
these  hundred  years.  Two  miles  in  leng^  it 
stretches  its  winding  current,  and  then  meets  with 
a  spacious  river  or   back-water,  that  feeds   it     A 


*Balist. — An  ancient  engine,  or  kind  of  ordnance  for  projecting  stones. 

"Nash  borrowed — as  he  candidly  avows — ^much  of  the  Historical  portion  of 
his  "Lenten  Stuff"  from  Camden,  Bede,  &c 
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narrow  channel  or  isthmus,  in  rash  view,  you  would 
opinionate  it ;  when  this  I  can  devoutly  aver,  I 
beholding  it  with  both  my  eyes  this  last  fishing,  six 
hundred  reasonable  barks  and  vessels  of  good 
burthen,  with  advantage,  it  hath  given  shelter  to,  at 
once,  in  her  harbour,  and  most  of  them  riding 
abreast  before  the  quay  betwixt  the  bridge  and  the 
south-gate.  Many  bows  length  beyond  the  mark, 
my  pen  roves  not,  I  am  certain ;  if  I  do,  they  stand 
at  my  elbow  that  can  correct  me.  The  delectablest 
lusty  sight  and  movingest  object  methought  it  was, 
that  our  Isle  sets  forth,  and  nothing  behind  in 
number  with  the  Invincible  Spanish  Armada,  though 
they  were  such  Gargantuan  boisterous  guUiguts^  as 
they  ;  though  ships  and  galleasses^  they  would  have 
been  reckoned  in  the  navy  of  King  Edgar,  who  is 
chronicled  and  registered,  with  three  thousand  ships 
of  war,  to  have  scoured  the  narrow  seas,  and  sailed 
about  England  every  summer.  That  which 
especially  nourished  the  most  prime  pleasure  in  me, 
was  after  a  storm,  when  we  were  driven  in  swarms, 
and  lay  close  pestered  together  as  thick  as  they 
could  pack ;  the  next  day  following,  if  it  were  fair, 
they  would  cloud  the  whole  sky  with  canvas,  by 
spreading  their  drabbled  sails  in  the  full  clue  abroad 
a  drying,  and  make  a  braver  shew  with  them,  than 

*GuLUGUTS.  —Gluttons. 
■Galleasses.— A  large  kind  of  galley. 
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so  many  banners  and  streamers  displayed  against 
the  sun,  on  a  mountain  top.  But  how  Yarmouth,  of 
itself  so  inpumerably  populous  and  replenished,  and  in 
so  barren  a  spot  seated,  should  not  only  supply  her 
inhabitants  with  plentiful  purveyance  of  sustenance, 
but  provide  and  victual  moreover  this  monstrous 
army  of  strangers,  was  a  matter  that  egregiously 
puzzled  and  intranced  my  apprehension.  Hol- 
landers, Zealanders,  Scots,  French,  Western-men 
Northern-men,  besides  all  the  hundreds,  and  wapen- 
takes, nine  miles  distance,  fetch  the  best  of  their 
viands  and  mangery  from  her  market  For  ten 
weeks  together,  this  rabble-rout  of  outlandishers  are 
billetted  with  her,  yet,  in  all  that  wljule,  the  rate  of 
no  kind  of  food  is  raised,  nor  the  plenty  of  their 
markets  one  pint  pf  butter  rebated  ;  and  at  the  ten 
weeks  end,  when  th^  camp  is  broken^  up,  no  im- 
pression of  any  dearth  left,  but  rather  more  store 
than  Ipefore.  Some  of  the  town  d\jr^lJters  have  so 
large  an  opinion  of  their  settled  provision,  that  if  all 
her  Majesty's  fleet  at  once  should  put  into  their  bay, 
within  twelve  days  warning,  with  so  much  double 
beer,  beef,  fish,  and  biscuit,  they  would  bulk  them 
as  they  could  wallow  away  with. 

Here  I  could  break  out  into  a  boundless  race  of 
oratory,  in  shrill  trumpeting  and  concelebrating  the 
royal  magnificence  of  her  government,  that  for  state 
and  strict  civil  ordering,  scarcely  admitteth  any  rivals. 
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But  I  fear  it  would  be  a  theme  displeasing  to  the 
grave  modesty  of  the  dircreet  present  magistrates  ; 
and  therefore  consultively  I  overslip  it ;  howsoever 
I  purpose  not  in  the  like  nice  respect  to  leap  over 
the  laudable  pedigree  of  Yarmouth,  but  will  fetch 
her  from  the  swaddling  clouts  or  infancy  ;  and  reveal 
to  you  when  and  by  whom  she  was  first  forced  out 
of  ocean's  arms,  and  started  up  and  aspired  to  such 
starry  sublimity;  as  also  acquaint  you  with  the 
notable  immunities,  franchises,  and  privileges  she  is 
endowed  with,  beyond  all  her  confiners,  by  the 
descending  line  of  Kings  from  the  Conquest 

There  are  of  you,  it  may  be,  that  will  account 
me  a  palterer  for  hanging  out  the  sign  of  the  Red- 
Herring  in  my  title  page,  and  no  such  feast  towards, 
for  ought  you  can  see.  Soft  and  fair,  my  masters ; 
you  must  walk  and  talk  before  dinner  an  hour  or 
two,  the  better  to  whet  your  appetites  to  taste  of 
such  a  dainty  dish  as  the  Red-Herring;  and,  that 
you  may  not  think  the  time  tedious,  I  care  not  if  I 
bear  you  company,  and  lead  you  a  sound  walk  round 
about  Yarmouth,  and  shew  you  the  length  and 
breadth  of  it 

The  masters  and  bachelors  commencement 
dinners,  at  Cambridge  and  Oxford,  are  betwixt  three 
and  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  rest  of  the 
antecedence  of  the  day  worn  out  in  disputations. 
Imagine    this    the    act    or    conmiencement  of  the 
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Red-Herring,  that  proceedeth  bachelor,  master,  and 
doctor,  all  at  once  ;  and  therefore  his  disputations 
must  be  longer.  But  to  the  point :  May  it  please 
the  whole  generation  of  my  auditors  to  be  adver- 
tised, how  that  noble  earth,  where  the  town  of  Great 
Yarmouth  is  now  mounted,  and  where  so  much  fish 
is  sold,  in  the  days  of  yore  hath  been  the  place 
where  you  might  have  catched  fish,  and  as  plain  a 
sea,  within  these  six  hundred  years,  as  any  boat 
could  tumble  in  ;  and  so  was  the  whole  level  of  the 
marshes  betwixt  it  and  Norwich.  Anno  Domini 
I  GOO,  or  thereabouts  (as  I  have  scraped  out  of 
worm-eaten  parchment)  and  in  the  reign  of  Canutus, 
he  that  died  drunk  at  Lambeth,  or  Lome-hith,  some- 
what before,  or  somewhat  after,  not  an  apprenticeship 
of  years  varying, 

Caput  extulit  undis^ 

The  sands  set  up  shop  for  themselves ;  and, 
from  that  moment  to  this  sextine  century  (or,  let 
me  not  be  taken  with  a  lie,  five  hundred  ninety- 
eight,  that  wants  but  a  pair  of  years  to  make  me  a 
true  man)  they  would  no  more  live  under  the  yoke 
of  the  sea,  or  have  their  heads  washed  with  his 
bubbly  spume,  or  barber's  balderdash,  but  clearly 
quitted,  disterminated,  and  relegated  themselves 
from  his  inflated  capriciousness  of  playing  the  dic- 
tator over  them. 
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The  northern  wind  was  the  clanging  trumpeter, 
who,   with   the   terrible  blast  of  his  throat,  in  one 
yellow  heap,  or  plump-clustered,  or  congested  them 
together,  even  as  the  western  gales  in  Holland,  right 
over-against   them,   have    wrought    unruly   havock, 
and  thrashed  and  swept  the  sands  so  before  them, 
that  they  have  choaked  or  clammed  up  the  middle 
walk,  or  door  of  the  Rhine,  and  made  it  as  stable  a 
clod-mould,  or  turf  ground,  as  any  hedger  can  drive 
stake  into.     Castor,  two  miles  distant  from  this  New 
Yarmouth  we  treat  of,  is  inscribed  to  be  that  Old 
Yarmouth,  whereof  there  are  specialties  to  be  seen 
in  the  oldest  writers,  and  yet,  some  visible  apparent 
tokens  remain  of  a  haven  that  ran  up  to  it,  and  there 
had  its  entrance  into  the  sea,  by  aged  fishermen  com- 
monly  termed    Grub's   Haven,  though    now  it   be 
gravelled  up,   and  the  stream,    or  tide-gate,  turned 
another  way.      But   this  is   most   warrantable,  the 
Alpha  of  all  the  Yarmouths    it  was,    and  not  the 
Omega   correspondently,    and,    from   her    withered 
root,    they   branch   the    high   ascent   of   their  ge- 
nealogy.      Omnium    rerum    vicissittido    est,     one's 
falling  is  another's  rising ;    and  so  it   fell  out  with 
that    ruined   dorp,    or  hamlet,    which,    after  it  had 
relapsed     into     the     lord  s     hands     for    want     of 
reparations,  and   there  were  not  men  enough  in  it 
to  defend  the  shore    from  invasion,    one  Cerdicus, 
a  plashing  Saxon,  that  revelled  here  and  there  with 
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his  battle-axe,  on  the  bordering  banks  of  the 
decrepid  overworn  village  now  sumamed  Gorlstone, 
threw  forth  his  anchor,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  spear  instead  of  a  pike-staff,  leaped  aground 
like  a  sturdy  brute,  and  his  yeomen  bold  cast  their 
heels  in  their  necks  and  frisked  it  after  him ;  and 
thence  sprouted  that  obscene  appellation  of  Sarding 
Sands,  with  the  draff  of  the  carterly  hoblobs  there- 
abouts, concocted  or  digested  for  a  scripture  verity, 
when  the  right  Christendom  of  it  is  Cerdick  Sands, 
or  Cerdick  Shore,  of  Cerdicus  so  denominated,  who 
was  the  first  May-lord,  or  Captain  of  Morris-dance, 
that,  on  those  imbenched  shelves,  stamped  his  footing 
where  cods  and  dog-fish  swam  not  a  warp  of  weeks 
forerunning,  and,  till  he  had  given  the  onset,  they 
baulked  them  as  quicksands.  By  and  bye,  after  his 
jumping  upon  them,  the  Saxons,  (for  that  Garia- 
nonum,  or  Yarmouth,  that  had  given  up  the  ghost,) 
in  those  slimy  plashy  fields  of  Gorlstone  trouled  up  a 
second  Yarmouth,  abutting  on  the  west-side  of  the 
shore  of  this  Great  Yarmouth,  that  is ;  but,  feeling 
the  air  to  be  unwholesome  and  disagreeing  with 
them,  to  the  overthwart  brink  or  verge  of  the  flood, 
that  writ  all  one  style  of  Cerdick-Sands,  they 
dislodged,  with  bag  and  baggage,  and  there  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  third  Yarmouth,  Quam  nulla  potest 
abolere  vetustaSy  that  I  hope  will  hold  up  her  head  till 
Doomsday.      In  this  Yarmouth,   as   Mr.    Camden 
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saith  there  were  seventy  inhabitants,  or  house- 
holders, that  paid  scot  and  lot  in  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Confessor ;  but  a  chronographical  Latin 
table,  which  they  have  hanging  up  in  their  Guildhall, 
of  their  transmutations  from  their  cradlehood, 
infringeth  this  a  little,  and  flatters  her  she  is  a  great 
deal  younger,  in  a  fair  text  hand,  texting  unto  us, 
how,  in  the  sceptredom  of  Edward  the  Confessor, 
the  sands  first  began  to  grow  into  sight  at  low  water, 
and  more  shallow  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Hirus 
or  lerus,  whereupon  it  was  dubbed  lemmouth,  or 
Yarmouth ;  and  then  there  were  two  channels,  one 
on  the  north,  another  on  the  south,  where  through 
the  fishermen  did  wander  and  waver  up  to  Norwich, 
and  divers  part  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  all  the  fenny 
Lerna  betwixt,  that,  with  reed,  is  so  imbristled,  being, 
as  I  have  forespoken,  or  spoken  before,  Madona^ 
AmphitritCy  fluctuous  demesnes,  or  fee-simple. 

From  the  city  of  Norwich  on  the  east  part,  it  is 
sixteen  miles  disjunct  and  dislocated  ;  and,  though 
betwixt  the  sea  and  the  salt  flood  it  be  interposed, 
yet  in  no  place  about  it  can  you  dig  six  feet  deep, 
but  you  shall  have  a  gushing  spring  of  fresh  or  sweet 
water  for  all  uses,  as  apt  and  accommodated  as  St 
Winifred's  well,  or  Tower- Hill  water  at  London,  so 
much  praised  and  sought  after.  My  tables  are  not 
yet  one  quarter  emptied,  of  my  notes  out  of  their 
table,  which  because  it  is,  as  it  were,  a  sea  rutter 
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diligently  kept  amongst  them  from  age  to  age,  of  all 
their  ebbs  and  flows,  and  winds  that  blew  with  or 
against  them,  I  tie  myself  to  more  precisely,  and 
thus  it  leadeth  on  ; 

In  the  time  of  King  Harold  and  William  the 
Conqueror,  this  sand  of  Yarmouth  grew  to  a  settled 
lump,  and  was  as  dry  as  the  sands  of  Arabia,  so  that 
thronging  theatres  of  people  (as  well  aliens  as 
Englishmen)  hived  thither  about  the  selling  of  fish 
and  herring,  from  St  Michael  to  St  Martin,  and 
there  built  sutlers  booths  and  tabernacles,  to  canopy 
their  heads  in  from  the  rheum  of  the  heavens,  or  the 
clouds  dissolving  cataracts.  King  William  Rufus 
having  got  the  golden  wreath  about  his  head,  one 
Herbertus,  bishop  of  the  See  of  Norwich,  hearing 
of  the  gangs  of  good  fellows  that  hurtled  and 
bustled  thither,  as  thick  as  it  had  been  to  the  shrine 
of  St  Thomas  k  Becket,  or  our  lady  of  Walsing- 
ham,  built  a  certain  chapel  there  for  the  service  of 
God,  and  salvation  of  souls. 

In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  First,  King 
Stephen,  King  Henry  Second,  and  Richard  de 
Coeur  de  Lion,  the  apostacy  of  the  sands  from  the 
yelping  world  was  so  great,  that  they  joined  them- 
selves to  the  main  land  of  Eastflege,  and  whole 
tribes  of  males  and  females  trotted,  barged  it  thither, 
to  build  and  inhabit,  which  the  said  kings,  whilst 
they  wielded  their  swords  temporal,  animadvertised 
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of,  assigned  a  ruler  or  govemer  over  them,  that  was 
called  the  King's  Provost;  and  that  manner  of 
provostship  or  government  remained  in  full  force 
and  virtue  of  all  their  four  throneships,  alias  a 
hundred  years,  even  till  the  inauguration  of  King 
John,  in  whose  days  the  forewritten  of  Bishop  of 
Norwich,  seeing  the  numerous  increase  of  souls  of 
both  kinds,  that  there  had  framed  their  nests,  and 
meant  not  to  forsake  them  till  the  soul-bell  tolled 
them  thence,  pulled  down  his  chapel,  and,  what  by 
himself  and  the  devout  oblations  and  donatives  of 
the  fishermen  upon  every  return  with  their  nets  full, 
re-edified  and  raised  it  to  a  church  of  that  magni- 
tude, as,  under-minsters  and  cathedrals,  very  queasy ; 
it  admits  any,  hail,  fellow,  well  met ;  and  the  church 
of  St  Nicholas,  he  hallowed  it,  whence  Yarmouth 
road  is  nicknamed  the  road  of  St  Nicholas.  King 
John,  to  comply  and  keep  consort  with  his  ancestors, 
in  furthering  of  this  new  water-work,  in  the  ninth 
year  of  the  ingirting  his  anointed  brows  with  the 
refulgent  Ophir  circle,  and  Anno,  1 209,  set  a  fresh 
gloss  upon  it,  of  the  town  or  free  borough  of 
Yarmouth,  and  furnished  it  with  many  substantial 
privileges  and  liberties,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same 
of  him,  and  his  race,  for  fifty-five  pounds  yearly. 
In  Anno  1240,  it  perched  up  to  be  governed  by 
bailiffs,  and,  in  a  narrower  limit  than  the  forty  years 
under  meal  of  the  seven  sleepers,  it  had  so  much 
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tow,  to  her  distaff,  and  was  so  well  lined  and 
bombasted,  that,  in  a  sea-battle,  her  ships  and  men 
conflicted  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  therein  so  laid 
about  them,  that  they  burnt,  took,  and  spoiled  the 
most  of  them ;  whereof  such  of  them  as  were  sure 
flights,  (saving  a  reverence  of  their  manhoods)  ran 
crying  and  complaining  to  King  Henry  the  Second, 
who,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  set  a  fine  of  a 
thousand  pounds  on  the  Yarmouth  men's  heads  for 
that  offence,  which  fine,  in  the  tenth  of  his  reign,  he 
dispensed  with,  and  pardoned. 

Edward  the  First,  and  Edward  the  Second 
likewise,  let  them  lack  for  no  privileges,  changing 
it  from  a  borough  to  a  port  town,  and  there  setting 
up  a  custom-house,  with  the  appurtenances  for  the 
loading  and  unloading  of  ships.  Henry  the  Third, 
in  the  fortieth  of  his  reign,  cheered  up  their  bloods 
with  two  charters  more,  and  in  Anno  1262,  and 
forty-five  of  his  court-keeping,  he  permitted  them  to 
wall  in  their  town,  and  moat  it  about  with  a  broad 
ditch,  and  to  have  a  prison  or  jail  in  it  In  the 
swing  of  his  trident  he  constituted  two  lord  admirals 
over  the  whole  navy  of  England,  which  he  disposed 
in  two  parts;  the  one  to  bear  sway  from  the 
Thames  mouth  northward,  called  the  Northern 
Navy;  the  other  to  shape  his  course  from  the 
Thames'  mouth  to  the  westward,  termed  the  West- 
em  Navy ;  and  over  thi^  northern  navy,  for  admiral, 
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commissionated  one  John  Peerbrown,  burgess  of  the 
town  of  Yarmouth,  and  over  the  western  navy  one 
Sir  Robert  Labumus,  Knight 

But  Peerbrown  did  not  only  hold  his  office,  all 
the  time  of  that  King,  doing  plausible  service,  but 
was  again  re-admiralled  by  Edward  the  Third,  and 
so  died ;  in  the  fourteenth  of  whose  reign  he  met 
with  the  French  King's  navy,  being  four-hundred 
sails,  near  to  the  haven  of  Sluys,  and  there  so  sliced 
and  slashed  them,  and  tore  their  planks  to 
mammocks,^  and  their  lean  guts  to  kites  meat,  that 
their  best  mercy  was  fire  and  water,  which  hath  no 
mercy ;  and  not  a  victualler  or  a  drumbler  of  them 
hanging  in  the  wind  aloof,  but  was  rib-roasted,  or 
had  some  of  his  ribs  crushed  with  their  stone-darting 
engines,  no  ordnance  then  being  invented.  This 
Edward  the  Third,  of  his  propensive  mind  towards 
them,  united  to  Yarmouth  Kirtley  road,  from  it  seven 
miles  vacant,  and,  sowing  in  the  furrows  that  his 
predecessors  had  entered,  enhanced  the  price  of 
their  privileges,  ^d  brought  them  not  down  one 
barley  kernel 

Richard  the  Second,  upon  a  discord  betwixt 
Lowestoff  and  Yarmouth,  after  divers  law-days,  and 
arbitrary  mandates  to  the  counties  of  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk,  directed  about  it,  in  proper  person,   1385, 

^Mammocks. —Fragments. 
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came  to  Yarmouth,  and,  in  his  parliament  the  year 
ensuing,  confirmed  unto  it  the  liberties  of  Kirdey 
road,  (the  only  motive  of  all  their  contention). 
Henry  the  Fifth,  or  the  Fifth  of  the  Henries  that 
ruled  over  us,  abridged  them  not  a  mite  of  their 
purchased  prerogatives,  but  permitted  them  to  build 
a  bridge  over  their  haven,  and  aided  and  furthered 
them  in  it  Henry  the  Sixth,  Edward  the  Fourth, 
Henry  the  Seventh,  and  King  Henry  the  Eighth, 
with  his  daughters  Queen  Mary,  and  our  Chara 
Deum  soboles,  Queen  Elisabeth,  have  not  withered 
up  their  hands  in  signing  and  subscribing  to  their 
requests ;  but  our  Virgin  rectoress,  most  of  all,  hath 
showered  down  her  bounty  upon  them,  granting 
them  greater  grants  than  ever  they  had,  besides  by 
matters  of  the  clerk  of  the  marketship,  and  many 
other  benevolences  towards  the  reparation  of  their 
port  This,  and  every  town,  hath  its  backwinters  or 
frosts  that  nip  it  in  the  blade  (as  not  the  clearest 
sunshine  but  hath  his  shade,  and  there  is  a  time  of 
sickness  as  well  as  of  health).  The  backwinter,  the 
frost  biting,  the  eclipse  or  shade,  and  sickness  of 
Yarmouth,  was  a  great  sickness  or  plague  in  it, 
1348,  of  which,  in  one  year,  seven  thousand  and 
fifty  people  toppled  up  their  heels  there.  The  new 
building  at  the  west  end  of  the  church  was  begun 
there  1330,  which,  like  the  imperfect  works  of 
King's  College  in  Cambridge,  or  Christ  Church  in 
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Oxford,  have  too  costly  large  foundations  to  be 
ever  finished. 

It  is  thought  if  the  town  had  not  been  so 
scourged,  and  eaten  up  by  that  mortality,  of  their 
own  purses  they  would  have  proceeded  with  it;  but 
now  they  have  gone  a  nearer  way  to  the  wood,  for 
with  wooden  galleries  in  the  church  that  they  have, 
and  stairy  degrees  of  seats  in  them,  they  make  as 
much  room  to  sit  and  hear,  as  a  new  west-end  would 
have  done. 

The  length  and  breadth  of  Yarmouth,  I  pro- 
mised to  shew,  you  have  with  you;  but  first  look 
wistly  upon  the  walls,  which,  if  you  mark,  make  a 
stretched  out  quadrangle  with  the  haven.  They  are 
in  compass,  from  the  south  chains  to  the  north 
chains,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fourscore 
yards:  They  have  sixteen  towers  upon  them; 
mounts  underfonging  and  inflanking  them,  formerly 
two,  now  three,  which  have  their  thundering  tools, 
to  compel  Diego  Spaniard  to  duck,  and  strike  the 
wind-cholick  into  his  paunch,  if  he  prance  too  near 
them,  and  will  not  veil  to  the  Queen  of  England. 
The  compass,  about  the  wall  of  this  new  mount  is 
five  hundred  feet,  and  in  the  measure  of  yards  eight 
score  and  seven :  The  breadth  of  the  foundation 
nine  feet,  the  depth  within  ground  eleven :  The 
height  to  the  setting  thereof,  fifteen  feet,  and  in 
breadth  at  the  setting  of  it,  five  feet  three  inches, 

P 
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and  the  procerpus  stature  of  it,  so  embailing  and 
girdling  in  this  mount,  twenty  feet  and  six  inches 
Gates  (to  let  in  her  friends,  and  shut  out  her  enemies), 
Yarmouth  hath  ten,  lanes  sevenscore:  As  for  her 
streets,  they  are  as  Jong  as  threescore  streets  in 
London,  and  yet  they  divide  them  but  into  three. 
Void  ground  in  the  town  from  the  walls  to  the 
houses,  and  from  the  houses  to  the  haven,  is  not 
within  the  verge  of  my  geometry.  The  Liberties  of 
it  on  the  fresh-water  one  way,  as  namely,  from 
Yarmouth  to  St  Tooley's  in  Beckles-water,  are  ten 
miles,  and  from  Yarmouth  to  Hardlie-cross  another 
way,  ten  miles,  and  conclusively,  from  Yarmouth 
to  Weybridge  in  the  narrow  north- water,  ten  miles: 
In  all  which  fords,  or  meanders,  none  can  attach, 
arrest,  distress,  but  their  officers  ;  and,  if  any  drown 
themselves  in  them,  their  coroners  sit  upon  them. 

I  had  a  crochet  in  my  head,  here  to  have  given 
the  reins  to  my  pen,  and  run  astray  throughout  all 
the  coast-towns  of  England ;  digging  up  their 
dilapidations,  and  raking  out  of  the  dust-heap,  or 
charnel-house  of  tenebrous  antiquity,  the  rottenest 
relick  of  their  monuments,  and  bright  scoured  the 
canker-eaten  brass  of  their  first  bricklayers  and 
founders,  and  commented  and  paralogized  on  their 
condition  in  the  present,  and  in  the  preter  tense : 
Not  for  any  love  or  hatred  I  bear  them,  but  that  I 
would  not  be  snubbed,  or  have  it  cast  i^.  my  dish, 
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ths^t  therefore  I  praise  Yarmouth  sq  rantingly, 
because  I  never  elsewh^e  baited  my  ho^-se,  or  took 
my  bow  and  arrows,  and  went  to  bed.  Which 
Ipesing,  had  I  been  let  alone,  I  would  have  put  to 
be4  with  a  RecVffnbmtibm^  by  ottering  |;he  bes^  that 
with  a  S2^e  conscience  might  be  uttered  of  the  best, 
or  worst,  of  them  all ;  and  notwithstanding  all  at 
best,  that  tongiie  could  speak,  or  heart  could  think 
of  them,  they  should  bate  me  an  ace  of  Yarmouth. 
Much  brain-tossing  and  breaking  of  my  skull  it  cost 
me ;  but  farewell  it,  and  farewell  the  bailiffs  of  the 
Cinque- Ports,  whose  primordial  Gethneliaca  lyas  also 
dropping  out  of  my  inkhom,  with  the  silver  oar  pf 
their  barony  by  William  the  Conqueror,  conyeyed 
over  to  them  at  that  nick,  when  he  firmed  and 
rubricked  Kentishmen's  gravel-kind  of  the  son  to 
inherit  at  fifteen,  and  the  felony  of  the  father  not  to 
draw  a  foot  of  land  from  the  son,  and  amongst  the 
sons  the  portion  to  be  equally  distributed ;  and  \i 
there  were  no  sons,  much  good  do  it  the  daughters, 
for  they  were  to  share  it  after  the  same  tenure,  and 
might  alienate  it  how  they  would,  either  by  legacy 
or  bargain,  without  the  consent  of  the  lord. 

To  shun  spight  I  smothered  these  dribble- 
ments,  and  refrained  to  descant,  how  William  the 
Conqueror,  having  heard  the  proverb  of  Kent  and 
Christendom,  thought  he  had  won  a  country  as  good 
^  all  Christendom,  when  he  was  enfeoffed  of  Kent; 
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for  which,  to  make  it  sure  unto  him,  after  he  was 
entailed  thereunto,  nought  they  asked  they  needed 
to  ask  twice,  it  being  enacted  before  the  words  came 
out  of  their  mouth.  Of  that  profligated  labour  yet 
my  breast  pants  and  labours,  a  whole  mouth's  mind 
of  revolving  meditation  I  ravelling  out  therein  (as 
ravelling  out  signifies  Penelopec  telam  retexere^  the 
unweaving  of  a  web  before  woven  and  contexed) 
It  pities  me,  it  pities  me,  that  in  cutting  of  so  fair  a 
diamond  as  Yarmouth,  I  have  not  a  casket  of  dusky 
Cornish  diamonds  by  me,  and  a  box  of  muddy  foils 
the  better  to  set  it  forth  :  Ut  nemo  miser,  nisi 
comparatus,  sic  nihil  pro  mirifico,  nisi  cum^  edits 
conferatur :  Cedite  soliy  stella  scintillantes ;  soli 
Garrianano  cedite,  reliqua  oppida  veligera  sedium 
uavalium  speciosissimo  ;  sed  redeo  ad  vemaculum. 

All  commonwealths  assume  their  prenomina- 
tions  of  their  common  divided  wealth,  as  where  one 
man  hath  not  too  much  riches,  and  another  man  too 
much  poverty :  Such  was  Plato's  community,  and 
Lycurgus's  and  the  old  Roman's  laws  of  measuring 
out  their  fields,  their  meads,  their  pastures  and 
houses,  and  meting  out  to  every  one  his  child's  por- 
tion. To  this  commune  bonum  (or,  every  horse  his 
loaf)  Yarmouth,  in  propinquity,  is  as  the  buckle  to 
the  throng,  and  the  next  finger  to  the  thumb  ;  not 
that  it  is  sib,  or  cater-cousin  to  any  mongrel 
Democratia,  in  which  one  is  all,  and  all  are  one,  but 
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that,  in  her,  as  they  are  not  all  one,  so  one  or  two 
there  pocket  not  up  all  the  pieces,  there  being  two- 
hundred  in  it  worth  three  hundred  pounds  a  piece, 
with  poundage  and  shillings  to  the  lurched,  set  aside 
the  bailiffs  four-and  twenty  and  eight-and-forty. 
Put  out  my  eye  who  can  with  such  another  brag  of 
any  sea-town  within  two  hundred  miles  of  it  But 
this  common  good  within  itself  is  nothing  to  the 
common  good  it  communicates  to  the  whole  state. 
Shall  I  particularize  unto  you  quibiis  mis  &  modisy 
how  and  wherein  ?  There  is  my  hand  too,  I  will  do 
it,  and  this  is  my  exordium  :  A  town  of  defence  it  is 
to  the  counties  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  against  the 
enemies  (so  accounted  at  the  first  granting  of  their 
Liberties)  and  by  the  natural  strength  of  the  situa- 
tion so  apparent,  being  both  environed  with  many 
sands,  and  now  of  late,  by  great  charge,  much  more 
fortified  than  in  ancient  times.  All  the  realm  it 
profiteth  many  ways ;  as,  by  the  free  fair  of 
herrings,  chiefly  maintained  by  the  fishermen  of 
Yarmouth  themselves  ;  by  the  great  plenty  of  salted 
fish  there,  not  so  little  two  years  past,  as  four- 
hundred  thousand  ;  wherein  were  employed  about 
fourscore  sail  of  barques  of  their  own. 

By  the  furnishing  forth  of  forty  boats  for 
mackerel  at  the  spring  of  the  year,  when  all 
things  are  dearest, .  which  is  a  great  relief  to  all 
the  country  thereabouts,  and,  soon  after  Bartholo- 
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mew-tide,  a  hundred  and  twenty  sail   of  their  own 
for  herrings,   and    forty   sail   of  other    ships    and 
barques,  trading  to  Newcastle,  the  Low  Countries, 
and    otfier  voyages.      Norwich,   at   her    Majesty's 
coming  in   progress^  thither,  presented    her  with  a 
shew  of  knitters,   on  a  high  st£^e  placed  for  the 
nonce ;    Yarmouth,  if  the  like  occasion  were,   could 
clap  up  as  good  a  shew  of  netbraiders,  or,    those 
that  have  no  clothes  to  wrap  their  hides  in,  or  bread 
to  put  in  their  mouths,  but  what  they  earn  and  get 
by  braiding  of  nets   (not  so  little  as  two  thousand 
pounds  they   yearly   dispersing  amongst  the  poor 
women  and  children  of  the  country,  for  the  spinning 
of  twine  to  make  them  with,  besides  the  labour  of 
the  inhabitants  in  working  diem)  and,  fcM*  a  com- 
modious green  place,  near  the  sea-shcwre,  to  mend 
and  dry  them,  not  Salisbury  Plain  or  Newmarket 
Heath  (though  they  have  no  vicinity  or  neighbour- 
hood with  the  sea,  or  scarce  with  any  ditch  or  pond 
of  fresh  water)  may  overpeer,  or  outcrow  her,  there 
being  above  five  thousand  pounds  worth  of  diem  at 
a  time  upon  her  dens^  a  sunning.    A  convenient  quay 
within  her  haven  she  hath,  for  the  delivery  of  nets 

*An  account  of  thb  **  pn^ess"  is  giren  in  a  scarce  tract  entitled  "  TTie 
joyfoll  recevying  of  the  Queene's  most  excellent  Majestic  into  hir  Highness 
dtie  of  Norwich,"  &&  London,  1578,  and  is  repHnted  in  die  second  vohnoe 
of  Nicholas  valuable  collection  of  the  Progresses  and  Public  PiocessioDS  of 
Queen  Eliiabeth,    Lond.  1788—1807,  4to,  3  vols. 

^EN. — A  sandy  tract  near  the  sea. 
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and  herrings,  where  you  may  lie  a-float  at  low  water; 
I  beseech,  you  do  not  so  in  the  Thames ;  many 
serviceable  mariners  and  seafaring  men  she  traineth 
up  ; — but  of  that  in  the  Herring. 

The  marshes  and  lower  grounds,  lying  upon 
the  three  rivers  that  vagary  up  to  her,  comprehend- 
ing many  thousand  acres,  by  the  vigilant  preservation 
of  their  haven,  are  increased  in  value  more  than 
half,  which  else  would  be  a  Mceotis  Palus,  a  mear, 
or  lake  of  eels,  frogs,  and  wild  ducks.  The  city  of 
Norwich,  as  in  the  Praludium  hereof  I  had  a  twitch 
at,  fares  never  the  worse  for  her,  nor  would  fare  so 
well,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fish  of  all  sorts  that  she 
cloyeth  her  with,  and  the  fellowship  of  their  haven, 
into  which  their  three  rivers  infuse  themselves,  and 
through  which,  their  goods  and  merchandise,  from 
beyond  seas,  are  keeled  up,  with  small  cost,  to  their 
very  thresholds,  and  to  many  good  towns  on  this 
side,  and  beyond.  I  would  be  loth  to  build  a 
labyrinth  in  the  gatehouse  of  my  book,  for  you  to 
lose  yourselves  in,  and  therefore  I  shred  of  many 
things ;  we  will  but  cast  over  the  bill  of  her  charge, 
and  talk  a  word  or  two  of  her  buildings,  and  break 
up  and  go  to  breakfast  with  the  Red- Herring.  The 
haven  hath  cost,  in  these  last  twenty-eight  years, 
twenty-six  thousand  two  hundred  fifty-six  pounds, 
four  shillings,  and  five  pence:  fortification  and 
powder,  since  Anno  1587,  two  thousand  marks  ;  the 
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sea  service  in  Anno  1588,  eight  hundred  pounds; 
the  Portuguese  voyage,  a  thousand  pounds;  the 
voyage  to  Cadiz  as  much. 

It  hath   lost  by  the   Dunkirkers,   a   thousand 
pounds ;    by  the  Frenchmen,  three  thousand  ;    by 
Wafting,   eight   hundred;    by   the   Spaniards,   and 
other  loses  not  rated,  at  the  least  three  thousand 
more.     The  continual  charge  of  the  town,  in  main- 
tenance of  their  haven,  five  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
Omnibus  annis,  for  ever ;    the  fee-farm  of  the  town 
fifty-five  pounds,  and  five  pounds  a  year  above  for 
Kirtley  Road.     The  continual  charge  of  the  bridge 
over  the  haven,  their  walls,  and  a  number  of  other 
odd  reckonings  we  deal  not  with,  towards  all  which 
they  have  not,  [in  certain  revenues,  above  fifty  or 
threescore  pounds  a  year,  and  that  is  in    houses. 
The  yearly  charge  towards  the  provision  of  fish  for 
her  Majesty,  one  thousand  pounds ;    as  for  arable 
matters  of  tillage  and  husbandry,  and  grazing  of 
cattle,  their  barren  sands  will  not  bear  them,  and 
they  get  not  a  beggar's  noble  by  one  or  other  of 
them,  but  their  whole  harvest  is  by  sea. 

It  were  to  be  wished,  that  other  coasters  were 
so  industrious  as  Yarmouth,  in  winning  the  treasure 
of  fish  out  of  those  profundities,  and  then  we  should 
have  twenty  eggs  a  penny ;  and,  it  would  be  as 
plentiful  a  world  as  when  abbies  stood  ;  and  now,  if 
there  be   any  plentiful  world,  it  is   in    Yarmouth. 
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Her  sumptuous  porches,  and  garnished  buildings, 
are  such,  as  no  port-town  in  our  British  circum- 
ference, nay,  take  some  port-cities  overplus  into  the 
bargain,  may  suitably  stake  with,  or  adequate. 

By  the  proportion  of  the  east-surprised  Gades, 
or  Cadiz,  divers  have  tried  their  cunning  to  con- 
figurate a  twin-like  image  of  it,  both  in  the 
correlative  analogy  of  the  span-broad  rows  running 
betwixt,  as  also  of  the  skirt,  or  lappet  of  earth, 
whereon  it  stands,  herein  only  limiting  the  difference, 
that  the  houses  here  have  not  such  flat  custard- 
crowns  at  the  top,  as  they  have.  But  I,  for  my 
part,  cast  it  aside,  as  too  obscure  a  canton  to 
demonstrate  and  take  the  altitude  by  of  so  Elysian 
an  habitation  as  Yarmouth.  Of  a  bouncing,  side- 
wasted  parish  in  Lancashire  we  have  a  flying  voice 
dispersed,  where  they  go  nine  miles  to  church  every 
Sunday ;  but,  parish  for  parish,  throughout  Lan- 
cashire, Cheshire,  or  Wingandecoy,  both  for 
numbers  In  gross  of  honest  householders,  youthful, 
courageous,  valiant  spirits,  and  substantial,  grave 
burghers,  Yarmouth  shall  drop  vie  with  them,  to  the 
last  Edward  s  groat  they  are  worth.  I  am  posting 
to  my  proposed  scope,  or  else  I  could  run  ten  quires 
of  paper  out  of  breath,  in  further  traversing  her 
rights  and  dignities. 

But  of  that  freight  I  must  not  take  in  too 
liberally,  in  case  I  want  stowage  for  my  Red- 
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Herring,  which  I  rely  upon  as  my  wealthiest 
loading.  Farewell,  flourishing  Yarmouth,  and  be 
every  day  more  flourishing  than  other,  until  the 
latter  day ;  while  I  have  my  sense,  or  existence,  I  will 
persist  in  loving  thee,  and  so,  with  this  abrupt  post- 
script, I  leave  thee.  I  have  not  travelled  far, 
though  conferred  with  farthest  travellers,  from  our 
own  realm  ;  I  have  turned  over  venerable  Bede,  and 
plenteous  beadrolls  of  friary  annals  following  on  the 
back  of  him ;  Polydore  Virgil,  Buchanan,  Camden's 
Britannia,  and  most  records  of  friends,  or  enemies, 
I  have  searched,  as  concerning  the  later  model  of  it; 
none  of  the  inland  parts  of  it,  but  I  have  traded  them 
as  frequently  as  the  middle  walk  in  Paul's,  or  my 
way  to  bed  every  night ;  yet  for  aught  I  have  read, 
heard,  or  seen,  Yarmouth,  regal  Yarmouth,  of  all 
maritime  towns  that  are  no  more  but  fisher-towns, 
solely  reigneth,  sans  peer. 

Not  any  where  is  the  word  severeliar  practised, 
the  preacher  reverentlier  observed  and  honoured, 
justice  soundlier  ministered,  and  a  warlike  people 
peaceablier  demeanoured,  betwixt  this  and  the 
Grand  Cathay,^  and  the  strand  of  Prester  John.* 

^Cathay. — An  old  name  for  China. 

'Prester  John. — ^The  name  given  in  the  middle  ages  to  a  supposed 
Christian  sovereign  dwelling  in  the  interior  of  Asia.  The  tradition  disappeared 
soon  after  the  Portuguese  had  reaohed  India  by  the  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 
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Adieu,  adieu,  ten-thousand-fold  delicate   para- 
mour of  Neptune,  the  next  year  my  standish  may 
happen   to  address    another   voyage    unto  thee,    if 
this  have  any  acceptance.     Now,  it  is  high  leaking 
time,  and,  be  the  winds  never  so  easterly  adverse, 
and  the  tide  fled  from  us,  we  must  violently  tow, 
and  hale  in  our  redoubtable  sophy,  of  the  floating 
kingdom  of  Pisces,  whom  so  much  as  by  name  I 
should   not   have   acknowledged,    had  it  not  been 
that  I  mused,  how  Yarmouth  should  be  invested  in 
such  plenty  and  opulence  ;  considering,  that,  in  Mr. 
Hakluyt's  English  Discoveries,  I  have  not  come  in 
ken  of  one  mizzen-mast  of  a  man  of  war  bound  for 
the  Indies,  or  Mediterranean  stem-bearer  sent  from 
her  zenith   or  meridian.      Mercurial-breasted   Mr. 
Harbome  always  accepted  a  rich  spark  of  eternity 
first  lighted  and  enkindled  at  Yarmouth,  or  there  first 
bred,  and  brought  forth  to  see  the  light ;  who  since, 
in  the  hottest  degrees  of  Leo,  hath  echoing  noised 
the  name  of  our  island,  and  of  Yarmouth,  so  Tritonly, 
that  not  an  infant  of   the    curtailed,    skin-clipping 
pagans,   but  talk  of  London   as   frequently,   as  of 
their    prophet's    tomb  of    Mecca,    and    as  much 
worships  or  maiden-peace,  as  it  were  but  one  sun, 
that  shined  over  them  all.     Our  first  ambassador 
was  he  to  the  Behemoth  of  Constantinople  ;  and,  as 
Moses  was  sent  from  the  omnipotent  God  of  Heaven, 
to  persuade  Sultan  Pharaoh  to  let  the  children  of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


32  Nash's  Lenten  Stuff. 

Israel  go,  so,  from  the  prepotent  goddess   of   the 
earth,  Eliza,  was  he  sent  to  set  free  the  English 
captives,  and  open  unto  us  the  passage  into  the  Red- 
sea  and  Euphrates.      How  impetrable  he  was    in 
*Th4s adamant  moWKying'  the  *  adamantiest  tyrany  of  mankind,  and 
fttoSi.^    hourly  crucifier  of  Jesus  Christ  crucified,  and  rooter 
up  of  Palestine  ;  those  that  be  scrutinous  to  pry  into, 
let  them   revolve   the  digests  of  our  English  dis- 
coveries,   cited    up     in    the     precedents,     and    be 
documentized  most  copiously.     Of  him,  and  none 
but  him,  who  in  valuation  is  worth  eighteen  huge 
argosies  full  of  our  present-dated  misshapen  childish 
travailers,  have  I  took,  sent,  or  come  in  the  wind  of, 
that  ever   Yarmouth   unshelled  or  engendered,  to 
weather  it  on  till  they  lost  the  north  star,  or  sailed 
just    antipodes   against    us ;     nor,    walking    in    the 
streets  so  many  weeks  together,  could   I  meet  with 
any   of  these    swaggering    captains    (captains    that 
wore  a  whole  ancient  in  a  scarf,  which  made  them 
go  heave-shouldered,  it  was  so  boisterous)  or  hufty- 
tufty^  youthful  ruffling  comrades,  wearing  every  one 
three  yards  of  feather  in  his  cap  for  his  mistress's 
favour,  such  as  we  stumble  on  at  each  second  step 
at  Plymouth,  Southampton,  and   Portsmouth;    but, 
a  universal  merchantly   formality,   in  habit,  speech, 


*HUFTYTUFTY. — A  swaggerer. — **  Master  Wyldgoose  it  is  not  your 
hvftie'ivftie  can  make  mee  afraid  of  your  bigge  lookes. — BretotCt  Pogte 
f9ith  a  Packet  of  Mad  Lettir9.  1603. 
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and  gestures,  though  little  merchandise  they  beat 
their  heads  about,  Queen  Norwich  for  that  going 
between  them  and  home ;  at  length,  (O,  that 
length  of  the  full  point  spoils  me,  all  gentle  readers, 
I  beseech  you  pardon  me)  I  fell  a  communing 
hereupon  with  a  gentleman,  a  familiar  of  mine,  and 
he  eftsoons^  defined  unto  me,  that  the  Red- Herring 
was  this  old  ticklecob,  or  Magisterfac  totum,  that 
brought  in  the  red  ruddocks'  and  the  grummel  seed'* 
as  thick  as  oatmeal,  and  made  Yarmouth  for  argent 
to  put  down  the  city  of  Argentine.  Do  but  convert, 
said  he,  the  slenderest  twinkling  reflex  of  your  eye- 
sight to  this  flinty  ring  that  ingirts  it,  these  towered 
walls,  port-cullissed  gates,  and  gorgeous  architectures 
that  condecorate  and  adorn  it,  and  then  perponder  of 
the  Red- Herring's  priority  and  prevalence,  who  is 
the  only  inexhaustible  mine  that  hath  raised  and 
begot  all  this,  and,  minutely  to  riper  maturity,  fosters 
and  cherisheth  it     The  Red- Herring  alone  it  is  that 

*Eftsoons. — Immediately. 

■Red  Ruddocks. — ^The  Englbh  robin,  or  redbreast 

'Grummel,    or   Gromwel   Seed. — From    a    plant    of    the    genus 
liihotpermwn. 

The  altars  everywhere  now  smoking  be 
With  beanstalks,  savine,  laurel,  rosemary, 
Their  cakes  of  grummell-seed  they  did  prefer, 
And  pails  of  mUk  in  sacrifice  to  her. 
Then  hymn  of  praise  they  all  devoutly  sung 
In  those  Palilia  for  increase  of  young. 

JSrojvne't  Britannia's  PaitoraU, 
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countervails    the    buithensome   detriments  of   our 
haven,  which  every  twelven^onth  devours  a  justice 
of  peace's    living,   in  wiers   ?Lnd  banks  to  beat  oflF 
the  sand,  and  overthwart  ledging  and  fencing  it  in  ; 
that  defrays  all  impositions  and  outward  payments  to 
her  Majesty  (in  which  Yarmouth  gives  not  the  wall 
to  six,  though  sixteen  moth-eaten  burgess  towns,  that 
have  daubers  and  thatchers  to  their  mayors,  chal- 
lenge, in  parliament,  the  upper  hand  of  it)  and  for 
the  vaward,  or  suburbs  of  my  narration,  that  impails 
our  sage  senators,  or  Ephori,  in  princely  scarlet,  as 
pompous  ostentive  as  the    Vinti  quater^   or    Lady 
Troynonant ;   wherefore,   quoth   he,  if  there  be  in 
thee  any  whit  of  that  unquenchable  sacred  fire  of 
Apollo,    as    all    men   repute,    and    that    Minerva, 
amongst  the  number  of  her  heirs,  hath  adopted  thee, 
or  thou  wilt  commend  thy  muse  to  sempitemity,  and 
have  images  and  statues  erected  to  her  after  her  un- 
stringed  silent  interment  and   obsequies,  rouse  thy 
spirits  out  of  this  drowsy  lethargy  of  melancholy  they 
are  drenched  in,  and  wrest  them  up  to  the  most  out- 
stretched airy   strain   of    elocution,   to   chaunt  and 
carol   forth   the  allegrezza  and  excelsitude   of  this 
monarchical  floody  Induperator. 

Very  tractable  to  this  lure  I  was  trained,  and 
put  him  not  to  the  full  availing  of  me  with  any 
sound  hammering  persuasion,  in  that  at  the  first  sight 
of  the  top-gallant  towers  of  and  a  week  before  h^ 
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had  broken  any  of  these  words  betwixt  his  teeth,  my 
muse  was  ardently  inflamed  to  do  it  some  right ;  and 
praise  of  the  Red- Herring,  whose  proper  soil   and 
nursery  it  is.     But  this  I  must  give  you  to  wit,  how- 
ever I  have  took  it   upon  me,  that,  never  since  I 
spouted  ink,  was  I  of  worse  aptitude  to  go  through 
with  such  a  mighty  March  brewage  as  you  expect,  or 
temper  you  one  right  cup  of  that  ancient  wine  of 
Falemum,  which  would  last  forty  year,  or  consecrate 
to  your  fame  a  perpetual  temple  of  the  pine-trees  of 
Ida,  which  never  rot     For,  besides  the  loud  bellow- 
ing prodigious  flaw  of  indignation,  stirred  up  against 
me  in  my  absence  and  extermination  from  the  upper 
region  of  our  celestial  regimen,  which  hath  dug  me 
in  a  manner  down  to  the  infernal  bottom  of  desola- 
tion, and  so  troubledly  bemudded  with  grief  and  care 
every  cell    or  organ-pipe  of   my  purer    intellectual 
faculties,    that  no   more  they  consort   with  any  in- 
genious playful  merriments  ;  of  my  note-books,  and 
all  books  else,  here  in  the  country,  I  am  bereaved, 
whereby  I  might  enamel  and  hatch  over  this  device 
more  artifically  and  masterly,  and  attire  it  in  its  true 
orient  varnish  and  tincture;   wherefore,  heart  and 
good-will,  a  workman  is  nothing  without  his  tools  ; 
had    I  my    topicks  by  me    instead  of   my  learned 
council  to  assist  me,  I  might,  perhaps,  marshal  my 
terms  in  better  array,  and  bestow  such  costly  cookery 
on  this  marine  magnificOy  as  you  would  prefer  him 
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how  to  bring  it  about  fitter  I  knew  not,  than  in  the 
before  tart  and  gaJingale/  which  Chaucer  pre- 
eminentest  encomioniseth  above  all  junquetries  or 
confectionaries  whatsoever. 

Now  you  must  accept  of  it  as  the  place  serves, 
and,  instead  of  comfits  and  sugar  to  strew  him  with, 
take  well  in  worth  a  farthing-worth  of  flour,  to 
white  him  over  and  wamble  him  in,  and  I  having  no 
great  pieces  to  discharge  for  his  benvenue,'  or  wel- 
coming in,  with  this  volley  of  rhapsodies  or  small 
shot,  he  must  rest  pacified  ;  and  so  ad  reniy  spur,  cut 
through  thick  and  thin,^  and  enter  the  triumphal 
chariot  of  the  Red- Herring. 

Homer  of  rats  and  frogs  hath  heroicked  it; 
other  oaten  pipers  after  him,  in  praise  of  the  gnat, 
the  flea,  the  hazel-nut,  the  grasshopper,  the  butterfly, 
the  parrot,  the  popinjay,  philip-sparrow,  and  the 
cuckoo ;  the  wantoner  sort  of  them  sing  descant  on 
their  mistress's  glove,  her  ring,  her  fan,  her  looking- 

^Galingale. — The  aromatic  root  of  the  rush  cyperus,  used  as  a  drug,  or 
as  a  seasoning  for  dishes.     There  is  an  English  species. 
My  spice  box,  gentleman, 
And  put  in  some  of  this,  the  matter's  ended  ; 
Dredge  you  a  dish  of  plovers,  there's  the  art  on*t ; 
Or  in  a  galingale^  a  little  does  it. 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher — Bloody  Brother,  ii,  2. 

■Benvenue. — A  fee  paid  by  a  new  workman. 

•Thick  and  Thin.  — Through  thick  and  thin,  both  over  bank  and  bush. 
In  hopes  her  to  obtain  by  hook  or  crook. 

Spencer*s  I  airy  Queen,  Book  iii,  Canto  i. 
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glass,  her  pantofle,  and  on  the  same  jury,  I  might 
impanel  Johannes  Secundus  with  his  book  of  the 
two  hundred  kinds  of  Kisses.  Philosophers  come 
sneaking  in  with  their  paradoxes  of  poverty, 
imprisonment,  death,  sickness,  banishment,  and 
baldness  ;  and  as  busy  they  are  about  the  bee, 
the  stork,  the  constant  turtle,  the  horse,  the  dog,  the 
ape,  the  ass,  the  fox,  and  the  ferret  Physicians 
deafen  our  ears  with  the  honoHficabilitudinitatibus 
of  their  heavenly  panaccea,  their  sovereign  guiacum, 
their  clysters,  their  treacles,  their  mithridates,  com- 
pacted of  forty  several  poisons,  their  bitter  rhubarb, 
and  torturing  stibium. 

The  posterior  Italian  and  German  comu- 
graphers  stick  not  to  applaud  and  canonize  unnatural 
sodomitry,  the  strumpet  errant,  the  gout,  the  ague, 
the  dropsy,  the  sciatica,  folly  drunkenness,  and  slo- 
venry.  The  Galli  gallinacei,  or  cocking  French, 
swarm  every  pissing  while  in  their  primer  editions, 
imprimeda  jour  duy,  of  the  unspeakable  healthful 
conducibleness  of  the  Gomorriham  gresitpocoy  SLpoco, 
their  true  countryman  every  inch  of  him,  the  pre- 
script laws  of   tennis  or  balonne^  (which  is  most  of 


*Balonne,  or  Baloon. — A  large  inflated  ball  of  strong  leather,  formerly 
used  in  a  game  called  halloon^  the  ball  being  stmck  by  the  arm,  which  was 
defended  by  a  bracer  of  wood.  The  game  is  thus  described  in  a  book  entitled 
Country  Contents  : — 

**  A  strong  and  moving  sport  in  the  open  fields,  with  a  great  ball  of  double 

E 
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their  gentlemen's  chief  livelihoods)  the  commodity 
of  hoarsness,  blear-eyes,  scabbed-hams,  thread-bare 
cloaks,  poached-eggs.  and  panados.  Amongst  our 
English  harmonious  Calenzio's,  one  is  up  with  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  brown  bill  and  the  long  bow  ;  another 
plays  his  prizes  in  print,  in  driving  it  home  with  all 
weapons,  in  right  of  the  noble  science  of  defence :  a 
third  writes  passing  enamorately,  of  the  nature  of 
white-meats,  and  justifies  it  under  his  hand  to  be 
bought  and  sold  everywhere,  that  they  exceed  nectar 
and  ambrosia :  a  fourth  comes  forth  with  something 
in  praise  of  nothing ;  a  fifth,  of  an  inflamed  heal  to 
coppersmith's-hall,  all  to  betimes  it  of  the  diversity  of 
red-noses,  and  the  hierarchy  of  the  nose  ntagnifi- 
cat:  a  sixth  sweeps  behind  the  door  all  earthly 
felicities,  and  makes  baker's  maulkins  of  them,  if  they 
stand  in  competency  with  a  strong  dozen  of  points ; 
marry,  they  must  be  points  of  the  matter,  you  must 


leather  filled  with  wind,  and  driven  to  and  fro  with  the  strength  of  a  man's  aim, 
armed  with  a  bracer  of  wood." 

Stmt,  who  quotes  this  description,  adds  that  it  was  the  same  sport  which 
was  revived  not  many  years  ago  at  Pimlico,  under  the  title  of  the  Olympic 
GamBy  voL  iii,  p.  148.  That  the  balloon  was  filled  with  wind  appears  in  this 
quotation : — 

"  The  more  that  halUmes  are  blowen  up  with  winde,  the  higher  they 
rebounde." 

Defence  of  the  Regiment  of  Women^  Harl.  MS.,  6257. 

"  Packe,  foole  to  French  baloone,  and  there  at  play 
Consume  the  progresse  of  thy  sullen  day. 

Robert  Anton^i  Philosopher's  Satyres,  i6i6,  pw  aa 
"  While  others  have  been  at  the  balloon,  I  have  been  at  my  books." 

Ren  JonsoHj  Fox  ii,  2, 
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consider,  whereof  the  foremost  codpiece  point  is  the 
crane's  proverb  in  painted  clothes,  "  Fear  God,  and 
obey  the  King ;"  and  the  rest,  and  some  have  tags, 
and  some  have  none  :  a  seventh  sets  of  tobacco-pipe 
instead  of  a  trumpet  to  his  mouth,  ^nd  of  that  divine 
drug  proclaimed!  miracles :  an  eighth  caper3  it  up  tq 
the  spheres  in  commendation  of  dancing :  a  ninth 
offers  sacrifice  to  the  goddess  Cloaca,  and  disports 
himself  very  scholarly  and  witty  about  the  reforma- 
tion of  close-stools,  and  houses  of  office,  and  spicing 
and  balming  their  rank  entrails,  that  they  stink  nof. 
A  tenth  set  forth  remedies  of  toasted  turds  against 
famine. 

To  these  I  might  wedge  in  Cornelius  the 
Brabantine,  who  was  feloniously  suspected,  in  87, 
for  penning  a  *  discourse  of  Tuft-mockados^ ;  and  a  oo^^H]^^ 

^1  f>  .  ,  •     beforeMr,  Samuel 

country  gentleman  of  my  acquamtance,  who  is^*^r«  ivaw- 
launching  forth  a  treatise,  as  big  garbed,  as  the^^liy^N^w*, 
French  academy  of  the  cornucopia  of  a  cow,  and  what  Sno-^zi*;^^^ 
an  advantageable  creature  she  is,  beyond  all  the  2j'^ J?J?^iI 
four-footed  rabblement  of  herbagers  and  grass- ^jj^^/^^jj^Sl 
champers,  day  nor  night,  that  she  can  rest  for  filling  ta5Srf*y^*£!l 

.  ,  ^  eowru    not     of 

and  tampenng  about  it;  as  also  a  sworn  brother  of^^;*^^^ 
his,   that  so  bangeth  poor  paper,  in  laud   of  bag:- BrS2i«Si,  tr% 

1  ,.  r-      .  t  1  /    i.  vitblUKed  an  en- 

puddmg,  as  a  Switzer  would  not  believe  it    N  either  SSJSd^,^^ 

foupretentuion 
order  to  frams 
devUee,  in  eheuf 
glorUnUt  in  forme 

*TuFT-MoCKADO.--A  mixed  stuff,  manufactured  in  imitation  of  tufted  Jjj^Jjjj"    "*** 

taffeta,  or  velvet 
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of  their  decades  are  yet  stamped,  but,  before 
Midsummer  term,  they  will  be,  if  their  words  be  sure 
payment ;  and  then  tell  me,  if  our  English  sconses 
be  not  right  Sheffield  or  no. 

The  application  of  this  whole  catalogue  of  waste 
authors  is  no  more  but  this,  Quot  capita  tot  sententia, 
so  many  heads,  so  many  whirligigs  ;  and,  if  all  these 
have  terlery-gincked  it  so  frivolously,  of,  they  know 
not  what,  I  may,  (cum  graiia  and  privilegio,)  pro- 
nounce it,  that  the  Red- Herring  is  wholesome  in  a 
frosty  morning,  and  rake  up  some  few  scattered 
syllables  together,  in  the  polishing ;  excursions  and 
circumquaques,  but  totaliter  appositum. 

That  English  merchandise  is  most  predous, 
which  no  country  can  be  without ;  if  you  ask 
Suffolk,  Essex,  Kent,  Sussex,  or  Leominster,  or 
Cotswold,  what  merchandise  that  should  be,  they 
will  answer  you,  it  is  the  very  same,  which 
Polydore  Virgil  calls,  vere  aureum  vellus,  the 
true  golden  fleece  of  our  wool  and  English  cloth, 
and  nought  else  :  other  engrating  upland  cor- 
morants will  grunt  out,  it  is  grana  parodist,  our 
grain  or  com  that  is  most  sought  after.  The 
Westerners  and  Northerners,  that  it  is  lead,  tin  and 
iron.  Butter  and  cheese,  butter  and  cheese,  safti 
the  farmer ;  but  from  every  one  of  these  I  dissent, 
and  will  stoutly  abide  by  it,  that,  to  trowl  in  cash 
throughout  all  nations  of  Christendom,  there  is  W 
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fellow  to  the  Red- Herring.  The  French,  Spanish, 
and  Italian,  have  wool  enough  of  their  own,  thereof 
they  make  cloth  to  serve  their  turn,  though  it  be 
somewhat  coarser  than  our's.  For  com,  none  of  the 
east  parts  but  what  surpasseth  us  ;  of  lead  and  tin  is 
the  most  scarity  in  foreign  dominions,  and  plenty 
with  us,  though  they  are  not  utterly  barren  of  them. 
As  for  iron,  about  Isenborough,  and  other  places  of 
Germany,  they  have  quadruple  the  store  that  we 
have.  As  touching  butter  and  cheese,  the  Hol- 
landers cry,  by  your  leave  we  must  go  before  you  ; 
and  the  Transalpiners,  with  their  lordly  Parmesan 
(so  named  of  the  city  of  Parma,  in  Italy,  where  it  is 
first  clout-crushed  and  made)  shoulder  in  for  the 
upper-hand  as  hotly  :  whereas,  of  our  appropriate 
glory  of  the  Red-Herring,  no  region,  betwixt  the  poles 
artick  and  antartick,  may,  can,  or  will  rebate  from  us 
one  scruple. 

On  no  coast,  like  ours,  is  it  caught  in  such  abun- 
dance, no  where  dressed  in  his  right  cue  but  under 
our  horizon  ;  hoisted,  roasted,  and  toasted  here  alone 
it  is,  and  as  well  powdered  and  salted  as  any  Dutch- 
man would  desire.  If  you  articulate  with  me  of  the 
gain  or  profit  of  it,  without  the  which,  the  new  fang- 
lest  rarity,  that  no  body  can  boast  of  but  ourselves, 
after  three  days'  gazing,  is  reversed  over  to  children 
for  babies  to  play  with :  behold,  it  is  every  man's 
money  from  the  King  to  the  courtier ;  every  house- 
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holder,  or  Goodman  Baltrop,  that  keeps  a  family  in 
pay,  cast  for  it  as  one  of  his  standing  provisions 
The  poorer  sort  make  it  three  parts  of  their  suste- 
nance :  with  it,  for  his  dinner,  the  patchedest  leather 
pilche^  laboratho  may  dine  like  a  Spanish  Duke,  when 
the  niggardly  mouse  of  beef  will  cost  him  sixpence 
In  the  craft  of  catching,  or  taking  and  smudging  it, 
(merchant  and  chapmanable  as  it  should  be),  it  sets 
a- work  thousands,  who  lives  all  the  rest  of  the  year 
gaily  well,  by  what,  in  some  few  weeks  they  scratch 
up  then,  and  come  to  bear  office  of  questman'  and 


^PiLCH,    OR  PiLCHER.— -An   outcT   garment   generally   worn    in    coH 

weather,  and  made  of  skins  of  fur ;   fixjm  pylckt,  a  skin-coat,  Saxon.      The 

term  is  still  retained  in  connected  senses  in  our  dialects.     A  piece  of  flannd 

or  other  woollen  put  under  a  child  next  the  dout,  is  in  Kent  called  a  pilch; 

a  coarse  shagged  piece  of  rug  laid  over  a  saddle  for  ease  of  a  rider,  is  in  onr 

midland  parts  called  Apileh.      In  our  old  dramatists  the  term  is  ^plied  to  t 

buff  or  leather  jerkin,  and  Shakespeare  has  pitcher  for  the  sheath  <^  a 

sword  : — 

"  Will  you  phick  your  sword  out  of  hispilclier  by  the  ears  ?** 

Momeo  and  Juliet^  ui,  L 

Decker  says  of  Ben  Jonson  : — 

"Thou  hast  forgot  how  thou  ambled'st  in  a  leather  pUeh^  by  a  pUy- 
waggon  in  the  high- way." 

Satiromattug. 

■Questman,  or  Questmonger. — One  who  laid  informations,  and  made 
a  trade  of  petty  law  suits.  In  Clitus's  Whimzies,  the  i6th  section  contams  a 
long  character  of  a  questman  (page  122),  which  in  fact  was  an  old  name  for 
a  sides-man,  or  assistant  to  the  churchwardens.  See  Blount's  "Glosso- 
graphia,"  in  the  word  Sideman.  He  is  described  accordingly,  with  many 
quaint  strokes  of  humour : — 

"  A  questman  is  a  man  of  account  for  this  yeere.  He  never  goes  without 
his  note-book. — He  is  a  swome  man ;  which  oath  serves  an  injunction  on  bis 
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scavenger  in  the  parish  where  they  dwell ;  which 
they  could  never  have  done,  but  would  have  begged 
or  starved,  with  their  wives  and  brats,  had  not  this 
captain  of  the  squamy  cattle  so  stood  their  good 
lord  and  master :  carpenters,  shipwrights,  makers  of 
lines,  ropes  and  cables,  dressers  of  hemp,  spinners  of 
thread,  and  net- weavers  it  g^ves  their  handfuls  to, 
sets  up  so  many  salthouses  to  make  salt,  and  salt 
upon  salt ;  keeps  in  earnings  the  cooper,  the  brewer, 
the  baker,  and  numbers  of  other  people,  to  gill,  wash, 
and  pack  it,  and  carry  it  and  recarry  it 

In  exchange  of  it  from  other  countries,  they 
return  wine  and  woads\  for  which  is  always  paid 
ready  gold,  with  salt,  canvas,  nitre,  and  a  great 
deal  of  good  trash.  Her  Majesty's  tributes  and 
customs,  this  semper  Augustus  of  the  sea's  finny 
freeholders,  augmenteth  and  enlargeth  unaccountably, 
and,  to  the  increase  of  navigation,  for  her  service, 
he  is  no  enemy. 

Voyages  of  purchase  or  reprisals,  which  are 
now  grown  a  common  traffick,  swallow  up  and 
consume  more  sailors  and  mariners  than  they  breed, 

conscience  to  be  honest. — The  day  of  his  election  is  not  more  ready  for  him 
than  he  for  it."     Pp.  122-3. 

He  was  also  a  collector  of  parish  rents  : — 

'*  Some  treasure  he  hath  under  his  hand,  which  he  must  retume ;  he  can 
convert  very  little  to  his  own  use,  nor  defeate  the  parish  of  any  house  rent" 
P.  124. 

*WoAD. — A  plant  formerly  much  used  for  giving  a  pennanent  blue  dye, 
but  now  superseded  by  indigo. 
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and  lightly  not  a  slop  of   a  rope-hauler  they  send 
forth  to  the  Queen's  ships,  but  he  is  first  broken  to 
the    sea  in   the   herring-man's   skiflf  or    cock-boat, 
where,  having  learned  to  brook  all  waters,  and  drink 
as  he  can  out  of  a  tarry  can,  and  eat  poor  John  out 
of    smutty   platters  when  he    may  get  it,    "without 
butter  or  mustard,  there  is  no  oh!  with  him,  but,  once 
heartened  thus,  he  will  needs  be  a  man  of  war,  or  a 
tobacco-taker,  and  wear  a  silver  whistle.      Some  erf 
these,  for  their  haughty  climbing,  come  home  with 
wooden  legs,  and  some  with  none,  but  leave  body 
and  all  behind ;  those,  that  escape  to  bring  news,  tell 
of  nothing  but  eating  tallow  and  young  blackamoors, 
of  five  and  five  to  a  rat  in  every  mess,  and  the  ship- 
boy  to  the  tail ;    of  stopping  their  noses  when  they 
drunk  stinking  water  that  came  out  of   the  pump  of 
the  ship,  and  cutting  a  greasy  buff  jerkin  in  tripes, 
and  broiling  it  for  their  dinners.       Divers   Indian 
adventures  have  been  seasoned  with  direr  mishaps, 
not  having,  for  eight  days  space,  the  quamtity  of  a 
candle's-end  amongst   eight   score   to  grease   their 
lips  with ;  and,  landing  in  the  end  to  seek  food,  by 
the  cannibal  savages  they  have  been  circumvented, 
and  forced  to  yield  their  bodies  to  feed  them. 
•Jn^«w/25oS  ^^^    mitred    archpatriarch,    Leopold    Herring, 

«*«ci»Mof^aj^  exacts  no  such*  Muscovian  vassalage  of  his  liegemen, 

beekt  to  go  up  to 

^^tleii^thr^  though  he  put   them  to  their  trumps  other  times, 
M^Yil^^^.'  and  scuppets  not  his  beneficence  into  their  mouths 
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with  such  fresh  water  facility,  as  Mr.  Ascham,  in  his 
"Schoolmaster,"  would  imply.  His  words  are  these, 
in  his  Censure  upon  Varro  '}  "He  enters  not,"  saith 
he,  "  into  any  great  depth  of  eloquence,  but,  as  one 
carried  in  a  small  low  vessel  by  himself  very  nigh 
the  common  shore ;  not  much  unlike  the  fishermen 
of  Rye,  or  herring-men  of  Yarmouth,  who  deserve, 
by  common  men's  opinion,  small  commendation  for 
any  cunning  sailing  at  all."*  Well,  he  was  her 
Majesty's  schoolmaster,  and  a  St  John's  man  in 
Cambridge,  in  which  house  once  I  took  up  my  inn 
for  seven  years  together  lacking  a  quarter,  and  yet 
love  it  still,  for  it  is,  and  ever  was,  the  sweetest 
nurse  of  knowledge  in  all  that  university.  There- 
fore I  will  keep  fair  quarter  with  him,  and  expos- 
tulate the  matter  more  tamely.  Memorandum  non 
ad  unOy  I  vary  not  a  minnum  from  him,  that,  in  the 
captious  mystery  of  Monsieur  Herring,  low  vessels 
will  not  give  their  heads  for  the  washing,  holding 
their  own  pell-mell  in  all  weathers,  as  roughly  as 
vaster  timber-men,  though  not  so  near  the  shore, 
as,  through  ignorance  of  the  coast  he  soundeth; 
nor  one  man  by  himself  alone,  to  do  everything, 
which  is  the  opinion  of  one  man,  by  himself  alone, 

^De  Lingu^  Latin4  et  Analogic. 

■**  Yet  nevertheless — adds  Ascham — in  those  bookes  of  Vairo,  there  is 
good  and  necessarie  stuife  for  that  meane  kinde  of  aigument,  verie  well  and 
learnedly  gathered  together." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


46  Nash's  Lenten  Stuff, 

and  not  believed  of  any  other.      Five  to  one,  if  he 
were  alive,  I  would   beat  against   him,    (since  one, 
without  five,  is  as  good  as  none,)  to  govern  the  most 
egg-shell  shallop  that  floateth,  and  spread  her  nets, 
and  draw  them  in.      As  stiffly  could  I   controvert  it 
with  him  about  pricking  his  card  so  badly  in  Cape 
Norfolk,  or  Sinus  YarmouthiensiSy  and  discrediting 
our  countrymen   for  shore-creepers,   like   the  Col- 
chester oystermen,    or  whitingmongers    and  sprat- 
catchers.      Solyman  Herring,  I  would   you  should 
persuade  yourselves,  is  loftier-minded,  and  keepeth 
more  aloof  than  so ;  and  those  that  are  his  followers, 
if  they  could   seek   him   where   he   is,   more  than 
common  danger  they  must  incur   in   close  driviiig 
under  sands,    which  alternately,  or  betwixt  times, 
when  he  is  disposed  to  ensconse  himself,  are  his 
intrenching  rendezvous,  or  castle  of  retiring;   and 
otherwhile,  forty  or  threescore  leagues  in  the  roaring 
territory,  they  are  glad,  on  their  wooden  horses,  to 
post   after  him,  and   scour  it,  with   the  Ethiopian 
pitchboards,  till  they  be  windless  in  his  quest  and 
pursuing.      Returning  from  waiting   on  him,  have 
with  you  to  the  Adriatick,  and  abroad  every  where 
far  and  near,  to  make  port-sail  of   their  perfumed 
smoky   commodities,  and,   that  toil  rocked  asJeep 
they   are   for    Ultima    Thule^   the    North   seas,  or 
Iceland,      and     thence    yerk     overt     that    worthy 
Palamede  Don  Pedro  de  Linge,  and  his  worshipAJ 
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nephew  Hugo  Haberdine,  and  a  trundle-tail  tike^  or 
shark  or  two;  and,  towards  Michaelmas,  scud 
home  to  catch  herring  again.  This  argues  they 
should  have  some  experience  of  navigation,  and  are 
not  such  halcyons  to  build  their  nests  all  on  the 
shore,  as  Mr.  Ascham  supposeth. 

Rye  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  towns  belonging 
to  the  Cinque  Ports,  yet  limpeth  cinque  ace  behind 
Yarmouth,  and  it  will  sink  when  Yarmouth  riseth, 
and  yet,  if  it  were  put  into  the  balance  against 
Yarmouth,  it  would  rise  when  Yarmouth  sinketh  ; 
and,  to  stand  thrashing  no  longer  about  it,  Rye  is 
Rye,  and  no  more  but  Rye  and  Yarmouth  wheat 
compared  with  it.  Wherefore,  had  he  been  a  right 
clerk  of  the  market,  he  would  have  set  a  higher 
price  on  the  one  than  the  other,  and  set  that  one 
of  the  highest  price  above  the  other. 

Those,  that  deserve  by  common  men's  opinion 
small  commendation  for  any  cunning  sailing  at  all, 
are  not  the  Yarmouthers ;  however,  there  is  a  foul 
fault  in  the  print  escaped,  that  cursedly  squinteth 
and  leereth  that  way ;  but  the  bonny  northern 
cobles^  of  his  country,  with  their  Indian  canoes,  or 
boats  like  great  beef  trays,  or  kneading  troughs, 
firking  as  flight  swift  through  the  glassy  fields  of 

Tike. — i.e.,  dogfish. 

'Cobles. — A  peculiar  kind  of  boat,  very  sharp  in  the  bow,  and  flat- 
bottomed,  and  square  at  the  stem,  navigated  with  a  lug-sail. 
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Thetis,  as  if  it  were  the  land  of  ice,  and  sliding 
over  the  boiling  desert  so  early,  and  never  bruise 
one  bubble  of  it,  as  though  they  contended  to  out- 
strip the  light-foot  tripper  in  the  Metamorphosis, 
who  would  run  over  the  ripe-bending  ears  of  com, 
and  never  shed  or  perish  pne  kernel.  No  sudi 
iron-fisted  Cyclops  to  hew  it  out  of  the  flint,  and 
run  through  any  thing  as  these  frost-bitten  crab-tree 
faced  lads,  spun  out  of  the  hards  of  the  tow,  whidi 
are  donsel  herrings  lackies  at  Yarmouth  every 
fishing. 

Let  the  careeringest  billow  confess  and  absolve 
itself,  before  it  prick  up  its  bristles  against  them; 
for,  if  it  come  up  on  their  dancing  horse,  and  offers 
to  tilt  it  with  them,  they  will  ask  no  trustier  lances 
than  theu-  oars,  to  beat  out  the  brains  of  it,  and  stop 
his  throat  from  belching. 

These  rubs  removed,  on  with  our  game  as  fast 
as  we  may,  and  to  the  gain  of  the  Red- Herring 
again,  another  crash.  Iteniy  if  it  were  not  for  this 
Huniades  of  the  liquid  element,  that  word  Quad- 
ragesima, or  Lent,  might  be  clean  sponged  out  of 
the  calendar,  with  Rogation  Week,  Saints*-Eves, 
and  the  whole  ragman  roll  of  fasting  days;  and 
fishmongers  might  keep  Christmas  all  the  year,  for 
any  overlavish  takings  they  should  have  of  clowns 
and  clouted  shoes,  and  the  rubbish  menialty  ;  their 
best  customers,   and  their  bloody  adversaries,  the 
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butchers,  would  never  leave  cleaving  it  out  in  the 
-whole  chines,  till  they  had  got  a  Lord  Mayor  of 
their  company  as  well  as  they.  Nay  out  of  their 
wits  they  would  be  haunted  with  continual  takings, 
and  stand  cross-gagged,  with  knives  in  their  mouths, 
from  one  Shrove-Tuesday  to  another,  and  wear 
candles-ends  in  their  hat  at  Midsummer,  having  no 
time  to  shave  their  pricks,^  or  wash  their  fly-blown 
aprons,  if  Domingo  Rufus  or  Sacrapant  Herring, 
caused  not  the  dice  to  run  contrary. 

The  Romish  rotten  Pythagoreans,  or  Car- 
thusian Friars,  that  mump  on  nothing  but  fish,  in 
what  a  phlegmatic  predicament  would  they  be,  did 
not  this  counter-poison  of  the  spitting-sickness 
(sixty-fold  more  restorative  than  bezer)  patch  them 
out  and  preserve  them,  which  being  double  roasted 
and  dried  as  it  is,  not  only  sucks  up  all  the  rheu- 
matick  inundations,  but  is  a  shoeing-horn  for  a  pint 
of  wine  overplus. 

The  sweet  smack  that  Yarmouth  finds  in  it, 
and  how  it  hath  made  it  lippitudo  Attica  (as  it  was 
said  of  iEgina,  her  near  adjacent  confronter)  the 
blemish  and  stain  of  all  her  salt-water  sisters  in 
England,  and  multiplied  it  from  a  mole-hill  of  sand, 
to  a  cloud-crowned  Mount  Teneriffe,  abbreviately 
and  meetly,  according  to  my  old  Sarum  plain  song  I 
have  harped  upon ;  and  that,  if  there  were  no  other 

*PWCKS.— Skewers, 
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certificate,  or  instance  of  the  inlinked  consanguinity 
betwixt  him  and  Lady  Lucar,  is  instar-  ntille^  worth 
a  million  of  witnesses,  to  exemplify  the  riches  d 
hftn.  The  poets  were  trivial,  that  set  up  Helen's 
face  for  such  a  top-gallant  summer  maypole  for  men 
to  gaze  at,  and  strutted  it  out  so  in  their  buskin 
brags  of  her  beauty,  whereof  the  only  Circe's  pass, 
and  repass,  was  that  which  drew  a  thousaxid  ships  ts^ 
Troy  to  fetch  her  back  with  a  pestilence.  Wise 
men  in  Greece,  in  the  mean  while,  to  swagger  so 
about  a  whore 

Eloquious  hoary  beard.  Father  Nestor,  yoa 
were  one  of  them,  and  you  Mr.  Ulysses,  the  pni- 
dent  dwarf  of  Pallas,  another,  of  whom  it  is 
Iliadized,  that  your  very  nose  dropped  sugar-candy, 
and  that  your  spittle  was  honey.  Natalis  Comes,  if 
he  were  above  ground,  would  be  sworn  upon  it 
wJ/Ldio  ^  As  loud  a  ringing*  miracle,  as  the  attractive  melting 

omX  at  any  miro-  r       i  i  t  •  i      / 

c**  eye  of   that  strumpet,  can  we  supply  them  with  <rf 

our  dapper  Piedmont  Huldrick  Herring,  whidi 
draweth  more  barques  to  Yarmouth  bay,  than  her 
beauty  did  to  Troy.  O !  he  is  attended  upon  most 
Babylonically,  and  Xerxes  so  evercloyed  not  the 
Hellespont,  with  his  frigates,  gallies,  and  brigantines, 
as  he  mantleth  the  narrow  seas  with  his  retinue^ 
being  not  much  behind  in    the  checkrolP    of   his 

^Checkroll. — A  roll  or  book  containing  the  names  of  the  servants  in » 
palace  or  large  mansion.     **  To  put  out  of  checkroll"  to  dismiss  a  servant 
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janiraries^  and  contributories,  with  eagle-soaring 
Bolingbroke,  that  at  his  removing  of  household  into 
banishment,  as  Father  Froissart  threaps^  down,  was 
accompanied  with  forty-thousand  men,  women,  and 
children  weeping,  from  London  to  the  Land's  end, 
at  Dover.  (?)  A  colony  of  critical  Zenos,  should  they 
sinew  their  syllogistical  cluster-fists  in  one  bundle,  to 
confute  and  disprove  moving,  were  they  but,  during 
the  time  they  might  lap  up  a  mess  of  buttered  fish, 
in  Yarmouth  one  fishing,  such  a  violent  motion  of 
toiling  myrmidons  they  should  be  spectators  of,  and 
a  confused  stirring  to  and  fro  of   a  *  Lepanto  like  •The  $ea  battu 

'■at     Lepanto, 

host  of  unfatigable  flood-bickerers,  and  foam-^^*"^^^ 
curbers,  that  they  would  not  move  or  stir  one  foot,  '^*^**'**^ 
till  they  had  disclaimed  and  abjured  their  bedrid 
spittle  positions.  In  truth  and  sincerity,  I  never 
crowded  through  this  confluent  Herring  fair,  but  it 
put  me  in  memory  of  the  great  year  of  Jubilee,  in 
Edward  the  Third's  time,  in  which  it  is  sealed  and 
delivered  under  the  hands  of  a  publick  notary, 
three-hundred  thousand  people  roamed  to  Rome, 
for  purgatory  pills,  and  paternal  venial  benedictions, 
and  the  ways  beyond  sea  were  so  bunged  up  with 
your  daily  orators  or  beads-men,  and  your  crutched 
and  crouched  friars  or  cross-creepers  and  bare-foot 

^Janirariss. — ^Turkish  soldiers. 
■Thrbaps.— To  maintain. 
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penitentiaries,  that  a  snail  could  not  wrigg^le  in  her 
horns  betwixt  them.     Small  things  we  may  express 
by  great,  and  great  by  small ;    though  the  greatness 
of  the  Red-Herring  be  not  small,  as  small  a  hop  on 
my  thumb  as  he  seemeth.      It  is  with    him,  as  with 
great  personages,  which  from  their  high  estate,  and 
and  not  their  high  statures,  propagate  the    elevated 
titles  of  their  Gogmagogs.     Cast  his  state,  who  will 
and  they  shall  find  it  to  be  very  high-coloured,  as 
high-coloured   as  his    complexion,  if    I    said    there 
were  not  a  pimple  to  be  abated.     In  Yarmouth,  ie 
hath  set  up  his  state-house,  where,  one  quarter  of  a 
year,  he  keeps  open  court  for  Jews  and  G^til^ 
j^^  kiif  ^  ^^  fetch  him  in,  in  *  Trojan  equipage,  some  of 

SSf^iiS^p!"  the    Christ-cross    alphabet  of  outlandish  cosmopoli 
furrow  up  the  rugged  brine,  and  sweep  through  his 
tumultuous  ooze,  will  or  nill  he,  rather  than,   in  ten- 
dering their   allegiance,  they  should   be   benighted 
with   tardity.       For   our    English  Microcosmos  or 
Phsenician  Dido's  hide  of  ground,  no  shire,  country, 
count  palatine,  or  quarter  of  it,  but  rigs  out  some 
oaken    squadron     or    other     to    waft    him     along 
gilHi^^'^^mii  Cleopatrsean  t  Olympickly,  J  and  not  the  least  nook 
h^   ^''jljor   crevice  of  them,  but   is  parturient  of  the  like 
0^7^     ***superofficiousness||,  arming  forth,  though  it  be  but  a 
Jj;^^^;jjj«a«*o/ catch  or  pink  no  capabler  than  a  rundlet  or  washing- 
bowl,   to  imp   the  wings  of  his  convoy.     Holy  St 
Taurbard,  in  what  droves,  the  gouty-bagged  Lon- 
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doners  hurry  down,  and  dye  the  watchet  air  of  an  iron 
russet  hue  with  the  dust,  that  they  raise  in  hot 
spurred  roweling  it  on  to  perform  compliments  unto 
him?  One  beck, more,  to  the  baih'ffs  of  the  Cinque- 
Ports,  whom  I  were  a  ruder  barbarian  than  Smill,  the 
prince  of  the  Crims  and  Nagayans,  if  in  this  action, 
I  should  forget;  having  had  good  cheer  at  their 
tables,  more  than  once  or  twice,  whilst  I  loitered  in 
this  paragonless  fish-tcwn,  city,  town  or  country. 
Robin  Hood  and  Little  John,  and  who  not,  are  indus- 
trious and  carenl  to  esquire  and  safe  conduct  him 
in ;  but  in  ushering  '^Jn  :n,  next  to  the  bailiffs  of 
Yarmouth,  they  trot  before  all,  and  play  the  provost 
marshals,  helping  to  keep  good  rule,  the  first  three 
weeks  of  his  ingress,  and  never  leave  roaring  it  out 
with  their  brazen  horn,  as  long  as  they  stay,  of  the 
freedoms  and  immunities  sourcing  from  him.  Being 
thus  entered  or  brought  in,  the  consistorians,  or 
settled  standers  of  Yarmouth,  commence  intestine 
wars  amongst  themselves,  who  should  give  him  the 
largest  hospitality,  and  gather  about  him,  as  flocking 
to  hansel  him,  and  strike  him  good  luck,  as  the 
sweeting  madams  did  about  valiant  Sir  Walter 
Manny,  the  martial  tutor  unto  the  Black  Prince,  he 
that  built  the  Charter- House ;  who  being  upon  the 
point  of  a  hazardous  journey  into  France,  either  to 
win  the  horse,  or  lose  the  saddle  (as  it  runs  in  the 
proverb)  and  taking  his  leave  at  court,  in  a  suit  of 
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mail  from  top  to  toe,  all  the  ladies  clung  about  him, 
and  would  not  let  him  stretch  out  a  step,  till  they 
had  fettered  him,  with  their  variable  favours,  and 
embroidered  over  his  armour,  like  a  gaudy  summer 
mead,  with  their  scarfs,  bracelets,  chains  and  ouches,*^ 
in  generous  regard  whereof  he  sacramentally  obliged 
himself,  That  had  the  French  King  as  many  giants 
in  his  country,  as  he  hath  pears  or  grapes,  and  they 
stood  all  enraged  on  the  shore  to  interdict  his  disem- 
barking, through  the  thickest  thorny  quickset  of 
them,  he  would  pierce,  or  be  tost  up  to  heaven,  on 
their  spears ;  but,  in  honour  of  those  debonair 
Idealian  nymphs  and  their  spangled  trappings,  he 
would  be  the  first  man  should  set  foot  in  his  king- 
dom, or  unsheath  steel  against  him.  As  he  pro- 
•  Mwm^imaH  mised,  SO  was  his  *  Manly  blade's  execution  ;  and,  in 

Manlf,  and  from  '  ^ 

jf^y?^iJi5  emulation  of  him,  whole  herds  of  knights  and 
gentlemen  closed  up  theu*  right  eyes  with  a  piece  of 
silk  every  one,  and  vowed  never  to  uncover  them, 
or  let  them  see  light,  till,  in  the  advancement  of 
their  mistresses  beauties,  they  had  enacted  with 
theu-  brandished  Bilboa  blades*  some  chivalrous 
Bellerophon's  trick  at  arms,  that,  from  Salomon's 

Ouches. — A  jewel,  brooch,  spangle,  or  necklace ;  bat  which  is  the 
primary  signification  is  not  known. — See  Na/rei*  Glossary. 

*BiLBOA  Blades. — A  sword  of  the  best  temper,  the  Spanish  town  of  thit 
name  having  been  once  fiunous  for  their  manuliacture.  They  are  mentioned  bj 
Falstaff,  whilst  describing  his  position  in  the  bock-basket 
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Islands  to  St    Magnus  Comer,   might  cry  clang 
again. 

O !  it  was  a  brave  age  then,  and  so  it  is  ever, 
where  there  are  offensive  wars,  and  not  defensive, 
and  men  fight  for  the  spoil,  and  not  in  fear  to  be 
spoiled,  and  are  as  lions,  seeking  out  theu*  prey,  and 
not  as  sheep,  that  lie  still,  whilst  they  are  preyed  on. 
The    Red- Herring   is   a   legate   of  peace,  and   so 
abhorrent  from  unnatural  bloodshed,  that  if,  in  his 
quarrel  or  bandying,  who  should  harbinger  him,  there 
be  any  hewing  or  slashing,  or  trials  of  life  and  death 
there,    where    that   hangman,  emboweling,    is,    his 
pursuivants  or  bailiffs  return,  Non  est  inventus ;  out 
of  one  bailiwick  he  is  fled,  never  to  be  fastened  on 
there  more.      The  Scotch   jockies,  or   Red-shanks 
(so  sir-named  of  their    immoderate  munching  up 
the  Red-shanks,  or  Red- Herrings,)  uphold  and  make 
good  the  same ;  their  clack  or  gabbling  to  this  pur- 
port :     "  How,   in  diebus    Hits,   when     Robert   de 
"Breaux,  their  gud  King,  sent  his  deare  heart  to  the 
"Haly  Land,  for  reason  he  caud   not   gang  thider 
"himself,  (or  then,  or  thereabout,  or  whilome  before, 
"or  whilome  after,   it  matters    not)   they  had  the 
"staple  or  fruits  of  the  herring  in  their  road  or  channel, 
"till  a  foule  ill  feud  arose  amongst  his  sectaries  and 
"servitours  ;    and  there  was  mickle  tule,  and  a  black 
"warld,  and  a  deale  of  whinyards  drawne  about  him, 
"and  many  sacklesse  wight?  and  praty  barnes  run 
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'* through  the  tender  weambs ;    and,   fra  thence,  ne 
"sarry  taile  of   a  herring  in  thilke  sound  they  caud 
"gripe."     This  language,  or  parley,   have  I   usurped 
from  some  of    the  deftest  lads    in  all   Edinburgh 
town ;    which  it  will  be   no   impeachment   for  the 
wisest  to  turn  loose  for  a  truth,  without  ajiy  diffident 
wrestling  with  it      The  sympathy  thereunto  in  our 
own  frothy  streams  we  have  took  napping ;  where- 
fore without  any  further  bolstering  or  backing,  this 
Scotch   history  may   bear   the  palm  ;    and,  if  any 
further  bolstering    or   backing   be   required,    it  is 
iVident,  by  the  confession  of  the  six-hundred  Scotch 
yitches  executed  in  Scotland  at  Bartholomew- Tide 
was   twelvemonth,   that,    in  Yarmouth    Road,  they 
were  all  together  in  a  plump  on  Christmas-Eve  was 
two   years,   when   the  great  flood  was,  and  there 
stirred     up     such    tornado's    and    hurricano's    of 
tempests  in  envy,  (as  I  collect)  that  the  staple  of  the 
Herring  from  them  was  translaced  to  Yarmouth,  bs 
will  be  spoken  of  there,  whilst  any  winds,  or  stonns 
and  tempests  chafe  and  puff  in  the  lower  region. 
They,  and  all  the  seafaring  towns  under  our  tem- 
perate zone  of  peace,  may  well  envy  her  prosperity, 
but  they  cannot  march  cheek  by  jowl  with  her,  or 
coequal  her  ;  and  there  is  no  such  manifest  sign  of 
great  prosperity,  as  a  general  envy  encompassing  it 
Kings  and   noblemen    it  cleaves    unto,   that   walk 
upright  and  are  any  thing  happy ;  and  even  amongst 
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mean  artificers  it  thrusts  in  its  foot,  one  of  them 
envying  another,  if  he  have  a  knack  above  another, 
or  his  gains  be  greater;  and,  if  in  his  art  they 
cannot  disgrace  him,  they  will  find  a  starting-hole  in 
his  life,  that  shall  confound  him ;  For  example : 
There  is  [John  Thurkle]  a  mathematical  smith,  or 
artificer,  in  Yarmouth,  that  hath  made  a  lock  and 
key  that  weighs  but  three  farthings ;  and  a  chest, 
with  a  pair  of  knit  gloves  in  the  till  thereof,  whose 
poise  is  no  more  but  a  groat.  Now  I  do  not  think, 
but  all  the  smiths  in  London,  Norwich,  or  York,  1^ 
they  heard  of  him,  would  envy  him,  if  they  couM 
not  out-work  him.  Hydra  Herring  will  have  every 
thing  Sybarite  *  dainty,  where  he  lays  knife  a-board,    »TJuSi,harit 

^^  "^  never  would  IT  "^ 

or  he  will  fly  them,  he  will  not  look  upon  them.  ^  ^"^"^^ 
Stately-bom,  stately  sprung  he  is,  the  best  blood  of 
the  Ptolemaues  no  statelier ;  and,  with  what  state  he 
hath  been  used  from  ^ his  swaddling-clouts,  I  have 
reiterated  unto  you ;  and,  which  is  a  note  above 
Ela,  stately  Hyperion,  or  the  lordly  sun,  the  most 
rutilant  planet  of  the  seven,  in  Lent,  when 
Heralius  Herring  enters  into  his  chief  reign  and 
sceptredom,  skippeth  and  danceth,  the  goat's  jump 
on  the  earth,  for  joy  of  its  entrance.  Do  but  mark 
him  on  your  walls,  any  morning  at  that  season,  how 
he  sallies  and  lavantoes,  and  you  will  say  I  am  no 
fabler.  Of  so  eye-bewitching,  a  deaiuate,  ruddy 
dye  is  the  skin-coat  of  this  landgrave,  that  happy  is 
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that  nobleman,  who,  for  his  colours  in  armoury,  can 
nearest  imitate  his  chemical  temper.     Nay,  which  is 
more,    if    a  man  should   tell   you,    that    the  god 
Hymen's     saffron-coloured     robe    were     made   d 
nothing  but  Red- Herring  skins,  you  would  hardly 
believe  him.     Such  is  the  obduracy  and  hardness  (rf 
heart  of  a  number  of  infidels,  in  these  days,  they  will 
tear  herrings  out  of  their  skins,  as  fast  as  one  of  these 
Exchequer-tellers  can  turn  over  a  heap  of   money ; 
but  his  virtues,  both  exterior  and  interior,  they  ha\'e 
no   more   taste  of,   than   of   a  dish   of    stock-fish. 
Somewhere  I  have  snatched  up  a  jest  of   a  kii^, 
that  was  desirous  to  try  what  kind  of  flesh-meat  was 
most  nutritive  and  prosperous  with  a  man's  body; 
and,  to  that  purpose,  he  commanded  four  hungry 
fellows,  in  four  separate  rooms,  by  themselves  to  be 
shut  up  for  a  year  and  a  day ;    whereof  the  first 
should   have    his  gut  bombasted   with    beef,    and 
nothing  else,  till  he  cried  Hold,  Belly,  hold ;    and  so 
the  second  to  have  his  paunch  crammed  with  pork, 
the  third  with  mutton,  and  the  fourth  with  veaL    At 
the  twelvemonth's  end  they  were  brought   before 
him,  and  he  enquired  of  every  one  orderly,  What  he 
had  eat  ?     Thereupon  outstepped  the  stall-fed  fore- 
man, that  had  been  at  host  with  the  fat  ox,  and  was 
grown  as  fat  as  an  ox  with  tiring  on  the  sirloins, 
and  baft  in  his  face.  Beef,  Beef,  Beef. .     Next,  the 
Norfolk  hog,  or  swinc  worrier,  who  had  got  him  a 
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sagging  pair  of  cheeks,  like  a  sow's  paps  that  gives 
suck,  with  the  plentiful  mast  set  before  him,  came 
lazily  waddling  in,  and  puffed  out,  Pork,  Pork,  Pork. 
Then  the  sly  sheep-biter  issued  into  the  midst,  and 
somersaulted  and  flip-flapped  it  twenty  times  above 
ground  as  light  as  a  feather,  and  cried,  Mutton, 
Mutton,  Mutton.  Last,  the  Essex  calf,  or  lag-man, 
who  had  lost  the  calves  of  his  legs  by  gnawing  on 
the  horse-legs,  shuddering  and  quaking,  limped 
after,  with  a  visage  as  pale  as  a  piece  of  white 
leather,  and  a  staff  in  his  hand,  and  an  handkerchief 
on  his  head,  and  very  lamentably  vociferated.  Veal, 
Veal,  Veal.  A  witty  toy  of  his  noble  grace  it  was, 
and  different  from  the  recipes  and  prescriptions  of 
modern  physicians,  that  to  any  sick  languishers,  if 
they  be  able  to  waggle  their  chops,  propound  veal 
for  one  of  the  highest  nourishers. 

But,   had   his    Principality  gone  through   with 
fish  as  well  as  flesh,  and  put  a  man  to  livery  with 
the  Red- Herring  but  as  long,  he  would  have  come 
in  *  Hurrey,  Hurrey,  Hurrey,  as  if  he  were  harry-  ^M^.^Htosav 
ins  and  chasing  his  enemies ;  and  Bevis  of  fSouthl  ur^eZ7ie^J/th^ 

c>  i>  L  J  prlneiplf    placet 

Hampton,  after  he  had  been  out  of  his  diet,  should  SVlSjiJ.**"^'^ 
not  have  been  able  to  have  stood  before  him.     A 
cholerick  parcel  of  food  it  is,  that  whoso  ties  him- 
self to  rack  and  manger  to  for  five  summers,  and 
five  winters,  he  shall  beget  a  child  that  will  be  a 
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soldier  and  a  commander  before  he  hath  cast  his 
first  teeth ;  and  an  Alexander,  a  Julius  Caesar,  a 
Scanderb^  or  a  Barbarossa,  he  will  prove  ere  be 
aspire  to  thirty. 

But  to  think  on  a   Red-Herring,  such  a  hot 
stirring  meat  it  is,  'tis  enough  to  make  the  cravenest 
dastard    proclaim    fire   and   sword   against   Spain: 
The   most  itinerant   virgin-wax  phisiognomy,    that 
taints  his  throat  with   the  least  rib   of  it;     it  will 
embrawn  and  iron-crust  his  flesh,  and  harden  his  scrft 
bleeding  veins  as  stiff  and  robustious  as  branches 
of  coral.     The  art  of  kindling  of  fires,  that  is  prac- 
tised in  the  smoking  and   parching  of  him,  is  old 
dog  against  the  plague :    Too  foul-mouthed  I  am, 
to  becoUow,  or  becoUier  him,  with   such    chinmey- 
sweeping  attributes  of  smoking  and  parching.     Will 
you  have    the   secret  of    it }      This  well-meaning 
Pater  patrice^    and    proveditor    and    supporter  of 
Yarmouth,  (which  is  the  lock  and  key  of  Norfolk,) 
looking  pale  and  sea-sick  at  his  first  landing,  those 
that  be  his  stewards,  or  necessariest  men  about  him, 
whirl  him,  in  a  thought,  out  of  the  raw  cold  air,  to 
some  stew  or  hot-house,  where  immuring  himself  for 
three  or   four  days,  when   he  uri-houseth   him,  or 
hath  cast  off  his  shell,  he  is  as  freckled  about  the 
gills,  and   looks  as  red  as   a  fox,   clammy,  and  is 
more  surly  to  be  spoken  with  than  ever  he  was 
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before ;    and,  like  Lais  of  Corinth,^  will  smile  upon 
no   man,    except   he    may  have  his  own  asking. 
There  are  that  number  of  herrings  vented  out  of 
Yarmouth    every   year,    (though    the  grammarians 
make  no  plural  number  of  Halec)  as  not  only  they 
are  more  by  two  thousand  lasts  than  our  own  land 
can  spend,  but  they  fill  all  other  lands,  to  whom,  at 
their  own  prices,  they  sell  them,  and  happy  is  he 
that  can  first  lay  hold  of  them.     And  how  can  it  be 
otherwise  ?      For  if   Cornish   pilchards,    otherwise 
called  Fumados,  taken  on  the  shore  of   Cornwall, 
from  July  to  November,  be  so  saleable  as  they  are 
in  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  which  are  but  counter- 
feits to  the   Red-Herring,   as  copper  to  gold,   or 
lead  to  silver;    much  more  their  elbows  itch   for 
joy,  when  they  meet  with  the  true  gold,  the  true 
Red-Herring  itself     No  true  flying  fish  but  he ;   or 
if  there  be,  that  fish  never  flies  but  when  his  wings 
are  wet,  and  the  Red-Herring  flies  best  when  his 
wings  are  dry  ;  throughout  Belgium,  High  Germany, 
France,   Spain,   and   Italy  he  flies ;    and   up  into 
Greece  and  Africa,  south,  and  south-west,  ostrich- 
like, walks  his  stations ;   and  the  sepulchre  palmers 
or  pilgrims,  because  he  is  so  portable,  fill  their  scrips 

'Lais  op  Corinth. — A  celebrated  Greek  courtesan.  She  first  resided  at 
Corinth.  The  expenses  which  attended  her  pleasures  gave  rise  to  the  proverb, 
'*  Non  cuivis  homini  contingit  adire  Corinthum''  (It  is  not  in  every  man's  power 
to  visit  Corinth).    Her  £unc  attracted  even  Demosthenes  to  visit  her. 
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with  them  :  Yea,  no  dispraise  to  the  blood  of  tk 
Ottomans,  the  Nabuchedonesor  of  Constantinof^ 
and  giantly  Antaeus,  that  never  yawneth  or  sneeats 
but  he  affrighteth  the  whole  earth,  gorman<^ 
muncheth  him  up  for  imperial  dainties,  and  will  soi 
spare  his  idol  Mahomet  a  bit  ivith  him,  no  ox 
though  it  would  fetch  him  from  heaven  forty  yean 
before  his  time ;  whence  with  his  dove,  that  he 
taught  to  peck  barley  out  of  his  ear,  and  brought  hs 
disciples  into  a  fool's  paradise,  that  it  was  the  Hdy 
Ghost  in  her  similitude,  he  is  expected  every  minute 
to  descend ;  but,  I  am  afraid,  as  he  was  trouWed 
with  the  falling  sickness  in  his  life-time,  in  like 
manner  it  took  him  in  his  mounting-  up  to  heavea 
and  so  a6  Inferno  nulla  redemptio,  he  is  fallen  back- 
ward into  hell,  and  they  are  never  more  like  to  hear 
of  him.  Whilst  I  am  shuffling  and  cutting  witi 
these  long-coated  Turks,  would  any  antiquary  would 
explicate  unto  me  this  remblere,  or  quiddity :  Whether 
•TurbatM,  ih^  those*  turbanto  grout-heads,  that  hang  all  men  by  the 

great  lawn  roU,  .11/  11 

Z)ar^i£^utthH!'  throats  on  iron  hooks,  (even  as  our  towers  hang  all 
**^*  their  herrings  by  the  throats  on  wooden  spits,)  fct 

learned  it  of  our  herring  men,  or  our  herring-  men  of 
them  ?  Why  the  Alkoranship  of  that  Beelzebub  of 
the  Saracens,  Rhinoceros  Zelim  aforesaid,  should  so 
much  delight  in  this  shiney  animal,  I  cannot  guess, 
except  he  had  a  desire  to  imitate  Midas  in  eating  of 
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gold,  or  Dionysius  in  stripping  of  Jupiter  of  his  golden 

coat ;  and,  to  shoot  my  fool's  bolt  amongst  you,  that 

fable  of  Midas's  eating  gold  had  no  other  shadow,  or 

inclusive  pith  in  it,  but  he  was  of  a  squeamish  stomach, 

and  nothing  he  could  fancy,  but  this  new-found  gilded 

fish,  which  Bacchus,  at  his  request,  gave  him,  though 

it  were  not  known  here  two  thousand  years  after,  for  it 

was  the  delicates  of  the  gods,  and  no  mortal  food,  till 

of  late  years.     Midas,  inexperienced  of  the  nature  of 

it,  (for  he  was  a  fool,  and  had  ass's  ears,)  snapped  it  up 

at  one  blow,  and,  because  in  the  boiling  or  seething 

it   in  his  maw,  he  felt  it  commotion   a  little  and 

upbraid  him,  he  thought  he  had  eaten  gold  indeed, 

and  thereupon  directed  his  orisons  to  Bacchus  afresh, 

to  help  it  out  of  his  crop  again,  and  have  mercy  upon 

him  and  recover  him ;  he,  propensive  and  inclining 

to  Midas's  devotion  in  every  thing,  in  lieu  of  the 

friendly  hospitalities,  drunken  Silenus,  his  companion, 

found  at  his  hands  when  he  strayed  away  from  him, 

bad  him  but  go  and  wash  himself  in  the  river  Pactolus, 

(that  is,  go  wash  it  down  soundly  with  flowing  cups  of 

wine,)  and  he  should  be  as  well  as  ever  he  was.     By 

the  turning  of  the  river  Pactolus  into  gold,  after  he 

had  rinsed  and  clarified  himself  in  it,  (which  js  the 

close  of  the  fiction,)  is  signified,  that,  in  regard  of  that 

blessed  operation  of  the  juice  of  the  grape  in  him, 

from  that  day  forth,  in  nothing  but  golden  cups,  he 
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would  drink  or  quaff  it ;  whereas,  in  wooden  moors,' 
and  Agathocles'  earthen  stuff,  they  trilled  it  off  befcHt 
and  that  was  the  first  time  that  any  golden  cups  were 
used. 

Follow   this   tract  in   expounding    the   tale  of 
Dionysius     and     Jupiter,     and     you       cannot   go 
amiss.      No  such   Jupiter,    no  such   golden-coated 
image  was   there ;     but    it    was    a    plain,  golden- 
coated      Red-Herring    without    welt      or     guard 
whom,  for  the  strangeness  of  it,  (they  having  never 
beheld  a  beast  of  that  hue  before)  in   their  temple 
enshrined  for  a  god ;    and,  insomuch  as  Jupiter  had 
shewed  them  such  slippery  pranks  more  than  once 
or  twice,  in  shifting  himself  into  sundry  shapes,  and 
raining  himself  down  in  gold  into  a  woman's  lap,* 
they  thought  this  too  might  be  a  trick   of   youth  in 
him,  to  alter  himself  into  the  form  of    this  golden 
scaglia,   or    Red- Herring.       And  therefore,  as  to 
Jupiter,  they  fell  down  on  their  marrow  bones  and 
lifted   up  their  hay-rakes  unto  him.      Now,  King 
Dionysius  being  a  good   wise   fellow,   for  he  was 
afterwards    a  schoolmaster,    and  had    played  the 

'Mazbr. — A  bowl,  or  goblet 

"  A  mighty  nuut^  bowle  of  wine  was  ictt, 
As  if  it  had  to  him  been  sacrifide." 

Speneer'i  HUry  Queen,  ii,  xii,  4^ 
*Agathocles  was  brought  up  as  a  potter  at  Syracuse. 
'Danax.-— Daughter  of  Acrisius. 
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coachman   to    Plato,   and   spit    in   Aristippus    the 
philosopher's  face,  many  a  time  and  oft,  no  sooner 
entered  their  temple,   and   saw   him  sit  under  his 
canopy  so  budgly,  with  a  whole  goldsmith's  stall  of 
jewels  and  rich  offerings  at  his  feet,  but  to  him  he 
stepped,    and    plucked   him   from  his    state    with 
a  curse;    then  drawing  out  his  knife  iracundiously, 
at    one   whisk   lopped  off"  his,  head,   and  stripped 
him     out     of     his     golden    demy   or     mandilion,^ 
and    flead    him,   and    thrust    him   down   his    pud- 
ding-house at  a  gobb.     Yet,  long  it  prospered  not 
with  him,  so  revengeful  a  just  Jupiter  is  the  Red- 
Herring,  for,  as  he  tore  him  from  his  throne  and, 
uncased   him    of  his   habiliments,   so,   in   a    small 
revolution  of  years,  from  his  throne  he  was  chased 
and  clean  stripped  of  his  royalty,  and  glad  to  play 
the  schoolmaster  at  Corinth,  and  take  a  rod  in  his 
hand  for  his  sceptre,  and  hom  book  pigmies  for  his 
subjects,  id  esty    (as   I    imitated   some   dozen   lines 
before)  of  a  tyrant,  to  become  a  frowning  pedant,  or 
schoolmaster. 

Many  of  you  have  read  these  stories,  and  could 
never  pick  out  any  such  English ;  no  more  would 
you  of  the  Ismael  Persians  Haly,  or  Martuus  Alii 
they  worship,  whose  true  etymology  is,  mortuum 
halec,  a  dead  Red-Herring,  and  no  other,  though,  by 


Mandiuojj.— A  soldier's  coat. 
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corruption    of  speech  they  false  dialect    and  mis- 
sound  it       Let  any    Persian  oppugn    this,  and,  in 
spite  of  his  hairy  tuft,  or  love  lock  he  leaves  on  the 
top  of  his  crown,  to  be  pulled  up,  or  pullied  up  to 
heaven,  by,  I  will  set  my  foot  to  his,  and  fight  it  out 
with  him,  that  their  fopperly  God  is  not  so   good  as 
a  Red-Herring.     To  recount  a6  ovo,  or  from  die 
church  book  of  his  birth,  how  the  Herring-  first  came 
to  be  a  fish,  and  then,  how  he  came  to  be   king  of 
fishes,  and   gradually,    how  from  white    to  red    he 
changed  would  require  as  massy  a  tome  as  Holins- 
hed ;    but    in    half    pennyworth   of    gaper    I    will 
epitomise  them.      Let  me  see,  hath   any    body   in 
Yarmouth  heard  of   Leander  and  Hero,  of   whom 
divine  Musaeus  sung,  and  a  diviner  muse  than  him 
Kit  Marlowe? 


Kit  Marlowe.  —  Christopher,  or,  as  he  is  funiliarly  caUed,  Kit, 
Mariowe  was  probably  bom  about  the  year  1564,  as  he  took  up  the  degree 
of  B.A.  at  Cambridge  in  1583.  "He  was,"  says  Beard,  "by  professioii  a 
scholar,  brought  up  from  his  youth  in  the  University  of  Cambridge,  but  by 
practice  a  pla3rmaker  and  a  poet  of  scurrility."  In  the  month  of  June,  1595, 
Marlowe  was  killed  by  a  man  to  whom  "he  owed  a  grudge,"  and  who  was 
said  to  have  been  his  rival  imder  circumstances  discreditable  to  both.  The 
man,  whose  name  was  Francis  Archer,  appears  to  have  acted  in  self-defence. 
According  to  the  relations  which  are  given  of  the  story.  Archer  had  asked 
Marlowe  to  a  feast  at  Deptford,  and  while  they  were  playing  at  backgammon 
Marlowe  suddenly  drew  out  his  dagger,  and  attempted  to  stab  his  host ;  when 
Archer  perceiving  his  intention,  avoided  the  blow,  and  quickly  seizing  his 
own  dagger,  struck  Marlowe  in  the  eye,  bringing  away  the  brains  as  he  with- 
drew the  weapon.  Medical  aid  was  immediately  procured,  but  it  was 
unavailing :    Marlowe  diei  in  a  few  hours.      Of  the  issue  in  reference  to 
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Two  faithful  lovers,  they  were,  as  every  ap- 
rentice  in  Paul's  churchyard  will  tell  you  for 
our  love,  and  sell  you  for  your  money. 
*he  one  dwelt  at  Abydos  in  Asia,  which 
-^as  Leander,  the  other  which  was  Hero,  his 
listress,  or  Delia,  at  Sestos  in  Europe,  and  she 
ras  a  pretty  pinkeyed  and  Venus  priest ;  and  but 
n  arm  of  the  sea  divided  them ;  It  divided  them, 
jid  it  divided  them  not,  for  over  that  arm  of  the 
ea  could  be  made  a  long  arm.  In  their  parents 
he  most  division  rested ;  and  their  towns,  that, 
ike  Yarmouth  and  LowestofT,  were  still  at  wrig, 
Arrag,  and  sucked  ?rom  their  mother's  teats  serpentine 
iiatred  one  against  each  other ;  which  drove  Leander, 
when  he  durst  not  deal  above-board,  or  be  seen 
a-board  any  ship,  to  sail  to  his  lady  dear,  to  play 
the  dipopper  and  ducking  water-spaniel  to  swim 
to  her,  nor  that  in  the  day,  but  by  owl-light 

What  will  not  blind  night  do  for  blind  Cupid  ? 
And  what  will   not  blind  Cupid  do  in  the  night, 


Archer,  nothing  is  known.  Thus  perished,  at  the  untimely  age  of  thirty,  in 
a  mean  brawl,  the  greatest  dramatic  poet  in  our  language  anterior  to 
Shakespeare. 

Nash  and  Marlowe  were  contemporaries  at  Cambridge.  Amongst  the 
papers  Marlowe  left  behind  him  were  the  unfinished  tragedy  of  IHdOf  alter- 
wards  completed  for  the  stage  by  Nash,  and  the  conmiencement  of  a  para- 
phrase of  the  Greek  poem  ascribed  to  Musaeus  of  ffero  and  Leander^  which 
Chapman  brought  to  a  conclusion.  It  was  published  for  the  first  time  in 
1598— the  year  Nash  visited  Great  Yarmouth. 
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which  is  his  blindman's  holiday  ?  By  the  sea-side 
on  the  other  side,  stood  Hero's  tower ;  such  another 
tower  as  one  of  our  Irish  casdes,  that  is  not  so  wide 
as  a  belfry,  and  a  cobbler  cannot  jerk  out  his  elbows 
in ;  a  cage  or  pigeon-house,  roomsome  enough  to 
comprehend  her,  and  the  toothless  trot  her  nurse, 
who  was  her  only  chatmate  and  chambermaid ;  coo- 
sultively  by  her  parents  being  so  encloistered  fnMn 
resort,  that  she  might  live  a  chaste  vestal  priest  to 
Venus, — ^the  queen  of  unchastity.  She  would  none  of 
that  she  thanked  them,  for  she  was  better  provided, 
and  that,  which  they  thought  served  their  turn  best, 
of  sequestering  her  from  company,  served  her  turn 
best  to  embrace  the  company  she  desired  Fate  is 
a  spaniel  that*  you  cannot  beat  from  you ;  the  more 
you  think  to  cross  it,  the  more  you  bless  it  and 
further  it 

Neither  her  father  nor  mother  vowed  chastity 
when  she  was  begot;  therefore  she  thought  the>' 
begat  her  not  to  live  chaste,  and  either  she  must 
prove  herself  a  bastard,  or  shew  herself  like  them. 
Of  Leander  you  may  write  upon,  and  it  is  written 
upon,  she  liked  well;  and,  for  all  he  was  a  naked 
man,  and  clean  despoiled  to  the  skin,  when  he 
sprawled  through  the  brackish  suds  to  scale  her 
tower,  all  the  strength  of  it  could  not  hold  him 
out  O,  ware  a  naked  man!  Cytherea's  nuns  had 
no  power  to  resist  him;  and  some  such  quality  is 
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ascribed  to  the  lion.  Were  he  never  so  naked 
when  he  came  to  her,  because  he  should  not  scare 
her,  she  found  a  means  to  cover  him  in  her  bed ; 
and,  that  he  might  not  take  cold  after  his  swim- 
ming, she  lay  close  by  him  to  keep  him  warm. 
This  scuffling,  or  bopeep  in  the  dark,  they  had  a 
while,  without  weam  or  brack,  and  the  old  nurse  (as 
there  be  three  things  seldom  in  their  kind,  till  they 
be  old,  a  bawd,  a  witch,  and  a  midwife)  executed  the 
huckstring  office  of  her  years,  very  charily  and  cir- 
cumspectly, till  their  sliding  stars,  revolted  from 
them,  and  then,  for  seven  days  together,  the  wind 
and  the  Hellespont  contended  which  should  howl 
louder ;  the  waves  dashed  up  to  the  clouds,  and  the 
clouds,  on  the  other  side,  spit  and  drivelled  upon 
them  as  fast 

Hero  wept  as  trickling  as  the  heaveijs,  to  think 
that  heaven  should  so  divorce  them.  Leander 
stormed  worse  than  the  storms,  that,  by  them  he 
should  be  so  restrained  from  his  Cynthia.  At 
Sestos  was  his  soul,  and  he  could  not  abide  to  tarry  in 
Abydos.  Rain,  snow,  hail,  or  blow  how  it  could,  into 
the  pitchy  Hellespont  he  leapt,  when  the  moon  and 
all  torch-bearers  were  afraid  to  peep  out  their  heads; 
but  he  was  peppered  for  it ;  he  had  as  good  have 
took  meat,  drink,  and  leisure,  for  the  churlish,  fram- 
pold^  waves  gave  him  his   belly-full  of  fish-broth, 

^Frampold. — Peevish  ;  cross ;  vexatious. 
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ere,    out    of  their    laundry    or    wash-house    thej- 
would  grant  him  his  coquet,  or  Transir^  ;    and  not 
only  that,  but  they  sealed  him  his   Quietus  est,  for 
curveting   any   more  to  the   Maiden    Tower,    and 
tossed  his  dead  carcase,  well  bathed  or  parboiled,  to 
the  sandy  threshold  of  his  lemon  or  orange,  for  a 
dejeHni,  of  morning  breakfast       All  that   live-long 
night  could  she   not  sleep,    she   was    so   troubled 
with  the  rheum,  which  was  a  sign  she  should  hear  ctf 
some    drowning:     yet,   towards  cock-crowing,   she 
caught  a  little  slumber,  and  then  she  dreamed,  that 
Leander  and  she  were  playing  at  check-stone,*  with 
pearls,  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea 

You  may  see  dreams  are  not  sd  vain  as  they 
are  preached  of,  though,  not  in  vain,  preachers 
inveigh  against  them,  and  bend  themselves  out  of 
people's  qftinds  to  exhale  their  foolish  superstitioa 
The  rheum  is  the  student  s  disease,  and  who  study 
most  dream  most  The  labouring  men's  hands  glow 
and  blister  after  their  day's  work  :  The  glowing  and 
blistering  of  our  brains,  after  our  day-tabouring  co- 
gitations, are  dreams,  and  those  dreams  are  raking 
vapours  of  no  impressions,  if  your  matchless  couches 

^Transirb  (Lat).— In  IcMy  a  custom-house  warnmt,  for  pennittiiig  goods 
to  pass. 

'Cbleckstons. — ^A  game  played  by  children  with  small  round  pebbles. 
It  is  mentioned  in  the  early  play  of  "  Apollo  Shroving,"  i2mo,  Lond.  1627, 
p.  49. 
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be  not  half  empty.     Hero,  hoped,  and  therefore  she 
dreamed  (as  all  hope  is  but  a  dream)  her  hope  was 
where  her  heart  was,  and,  her  heart  winding,  and 
turning  with  the  wind  that  might  wind  her  heart  of 
gold  to  her,  or  else  turn  him  from  her.      Hope  and 
fear  both  combated  in  her,  and  both  these  are  wake- 
ful, which  made  her  at  break  of  day  (what  an  old 
crone  is  the  day,  that  is  so  long  a  breaking  ?)  to 
unloop  her  luket,  or  casement,  to  loolc  whence  the 
blasts  came,  or  what  gait  or  pace  the  sea  kept,  when 
forthwith  her  eyes  bred  her  eyesore,  the  first  white, 
whereon  their  transpiercing  arrows  stuck,  being  the 
breathless   corpse  of    Leander;    with  the     sudden 
contemplation  of  this  piteous  spectacle  of  her  love, 
sodden  to  haddock's   meat,  her  sorrow    could  not 
choose  but  be  indefinite,  if  her  delight  in  him  were 
but  indifferent ;  and  there  is  no  woman  but  delights 
in  sorrow,  or  she  would  not  use  it  so  lightly  for  every 
thing. 

Down  she  ran  in  her  loose  night-gown,  and  her 
hair  about  her  ears  (even  as  Semiramis  ran  out  with 
her  lye-pot  in  her  hand,  and  her  black  dangling 
tresses  about  her  shoulders,  with  her  ivory  comb 
ensnarled  in  them,  when  she  heard  that  Babylon  was 
taken)  and  thought  to  have  kissed  his  dead  corpse 
alive  again ;  but  as,  on  his  blue-jellied  sturgeon  lips 
she  was  about  to  clap  one  of  those  warm  plaisterS; 
boisterous  wool-packs  of  ridged  tides  came  rolling 
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in,  and  forced  him  from  her  (with  a  mind  belike  to 
carry  him  back  to  Abydos.)  At  that  she  became  a 
frantick  Bacchanal  outright,  and  made  no  more 
bones,  but  sprang  after  him,  and  so  resigned  up  her 
priesthood,  and  left  work  for  Musaeus  and  Kit 
Marlowe, 

The  gods  and  goddesses,  all  on  a  row, 
bread  and  crow,  from  Ops  to  Pomona,  the  first 
apple-wife,  were  so  dumped  with  this  miserable 
wreck,  that  they  began  to  abhor  all  moisture  for  the 
sea's  sake  ;  and  Jupiter  could  not  endure  Ganymede, 
his  cup-bearer,  to  come  in  his  presence,  both  for  the 
dislike  he  bore  to  Neptune's  baneful  liquor,  as  also 
that  he  was  so  like  to  Leander.  The  sun  was  so  in 
his  mumps  upon  it,  that  it  was  almost  noon  before 
he  could  go  to  cart  that  day,  and  then  with  so  ill  a 
will  he  went,  that  he  had  thought  to  have  toppled 
his  burning  car,  or  hurry-curry  into  the  sea  (as 
Phaeton  did)  to  scorch  it  and  dry  it  up  ;  and  at 
night,  when  he  was  begrimed  with  dust  and  sweat 
of  his  journey,  he  would  not  descend  as  he  was 
won't,  to  wash  him  in  the  ocean,  but  under  a  tree 
laid  him  down  to  rest  in  his  clothes,  at  night ;  and 
so  did  the  scowling  moon  under  another,  hard  by 
him,  which  of  that  are  behighted  the  trees  of  the 
sun  and  moon,  and  are  the  same  that  Sir  John 
Mandeville  tells  us,  he  spoke  with,  and  that  spoke 
to  Alexander.     Venus,  for  Hero  was  her  pries^  Bnd 
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Juno  Lucina  the  midwifes  goddess,  for  she  was  now 
quickened,  and  cast  away  by  the  cruelty  of  -^olus, 
took  bread  and  salt,  and  eat  it,  that  they  would  be 
smartly  revenged  on  that  truculent  windy  jailor; 
and  they  forgot  it  not,  for  Venus  made  his  son  and 
his  daughter  to  commit  incest  together.  Lucina, 
that  there  might  be  some  lasting  characters  of  his 
shame,  helped  to  bring  her  to  bed  of  a  godly  boy, 
and  iEolus,  bolting  out  all  this,  heaped  murder  upon 
murder. 

The  dint  of  destiny  could  not  be  repealed  in 
the  reviving  of  Hero  and  Leander;  but  their 
heavenly  hood's,  in  their  synods,  thus  decreed,  that,  as 
they  were  either  of  them  sea-boarders,  and  drowned 
in  the  sea,  still  to  the  sea  they  must  belong,  and  be 
divided  in  habitation  after  death,  as  they  were  in 
their  life-time.  Leander,  (for  that  in  a  cold,  dark, 
testy  night  he  had  his  passport  to  Charon,)  they  ter- 
minated to  the  unquiet,  cold  coast  of  Iceland,  where 
half  the  year  is  nothing  but  dark  night,  and  to  that 
fish  translated  him,  which  with  us  is  termed  Ling. 
Hero,  (for  that  she  was  paled  and  tympanized,  and 
sustained  two  losses  under  one,)  they  foot-balled  their 
heads  together,  and  protested  to  make  the  stem  of 
her,  loins  of  all  fishes,  the  flaunting  Fabian  or  Pal- 
merin  of  England,  which  is  Cadwallader  Herring  ; 
and  as  their  meetings  were  but  seldom,  and  not  so 
often  as  welcome,  so  but  seldom  should  they  meet  in 
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the  heel  of  the  week,  at  the  best  men's  tables,  upoo 
Fridays  and  Saturdays,  the  holy  time  of  Lent 
exempted,  and  then  they  might  be  at  meat  and  meal 
for  seven  weeks  together. 

The  nurse  or  mother  Mampudding,  that  was  a 
cowring  on  the  backside,  whilst  these  things  were  a 
tiagedizing,  led  by  the  screech  or  outcry,  to  the  pros- 
pect of  this  sorrowful  heigho :  as  soon  as,   through 
the  raveled  button-holes  of  her  blear  eyes,   she  had 
sucked  in  and  received  such  a  revelation  of  dooms- 
day, and  that  she  saw  her  mistress  mounted  a  cock- 
horse, and  hoisted  away  to  hell  or  to  heaven,  on  the 
backs  of  those  rough-headed  ruffians,  down  she  sank 
to  the  earth,  as  dead  as  a  door  nail,  and  never  mumped 
crust  after.     Whereof  their  supemalities  (having  a 
drop  or  two  pity  left  of  the  huge  hogshead  of  tears, 
they  spent  for  Hero  and  Leander)  seemed  to  be 
something  sorry,  though  they  could  not  weep  for  it ; 
and  because  they  would  be  sure  to  have  a  medicine, 
that  should  make  them  weep  at  all  times,  to  that 
kind  of   grain  they    turned    her,   which    we    call 
mustard-seed,  as  well  for  that  she  was  a  shrewish 
snappish  bawd,  that  would  bite  off  a  man's    nose, 
with  an  answer,  and  had  rheumatic  sore  eyes,  that 
ran  always,  as  that  she  might  accompany  Hero  and 
Leander,  after  death,  as  in  her  life-time ;  and  hence 
it  is,  that  mustard  bites  a  man  so  by  the  nose,  and 
makes  him  weep   and   water  his  plants,  when  he 
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tasteth  it :   and  that  Hero  and  Leander,  (the  Red- 
Herring  and  Ling,)  never  come  to  the  board  without 
mustard,  their  waiting-maid :  and  *  if  you   mark   it, 
mustard  looks  of  the  tanned  wainscot  hue,  of  such  a 
withered  wrinkled-faced  beldam,   as  she  was,  that 
was   altered    thereinto.        Loving   Hero,    however 
altered,  had  a  smack  of  love  still,  and  therefore  to 
the  coast  of  Lovingland  (to  Yarmouth  near  adjoining, 
and  within  her  Liberties  of  Kirtley  Road)  she  accus- 
tomed to  come  in  pilgrimage,  every  year ;  but  con- 
tentions arising  there,   and  she  remembering  the 
event  of  the  contentions  betwixt  Sestos  and  Abydos, 
that  wrought  both  Leander  s  death  and  her's,  shun- 
neth  it  of  late,  and  retired  more  northwards ;  so  she 
shunneth   unquiet   Humber,   because   Elstred    was 
drowned  there,  and  the  Scots  seas,  as  before ;  and 
every  other  sea  where  any  blood  hath  been  spilt,  for 
her  own  sea's  sake,  that  spilt  her  sweet  sweetheart  s 
blood  and  her  s. 

Whippit,^  turn  to  a  new  lesson,  and  strike  we  up 
John  for  the  King,  or  tell  how  the  herring  scrambled 
up  to  be  the  King  of  all  fishes.^    So  it  fell  upon  a 

*Whippit. — To  jump  about 

■King  of  all  Fishes. — Ben  Jonson  makes  Cob,  in  his  "  Every  Man 
in  his  Humour," — Act  i,  Scene  3, — say :  **  Mine  ancestry  came  from  a  king's 
belly,  00  worse  man ;  and  yet  no  man  neither,  by  your  worship's  leave  I  did 
lie  in  that,  but  Herring,  the  king  of  fith;  from  his  belly  I  proceed,  one  of 
the  monarchs  of  the  world,  I  assure  you.  The  first  red  herring  that  was  broiled 
in  Adam  and  Eve's  kitchen,  do  I  fetdi  my  pedigree  from. " 
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time  and  tide,  though  not  upon  a  holiday ;  a  falconer 
bringing  over  certain  hawks  out  of  Ireland,  and  air- 
ing them  above  hatches  on  ship-board,  and  giving 
them  stones  to  cast  and  scour,  one  of  them  broke 
loose  from  his  fist,  before  he  was  aware,  which  being 
in  her  kingdom,  when  she  was  got  upon  her  wings, 
and  finding  herself  empty  gorged,  after  her  castii^ ; 
up  to  heaven  she  towered  to  seek  prey,   but   there 
being  no  game  to  please  her,  down  she  fluttered  to 
the  sea  again,  and,  a  speckled  fish  playing  above  the 
water,  at   it  she  struck,  mistaking  it  for  a  partridge. 
A  shark  or  tuberon,  that  lay  gaping  for  the  flying 
fish  hard  by,  what  did  me  he,  but,  seeing  the  mark- 
fall  so  just  in  his  mouth,  chopped  a-loft  and  snapped 
her  up  bells  and  all,  at  a  mouthful.      The  news  of 
this   murderous   act  being  carried  by   the    Kings 
fisher  to   the   ears   of    the   land   fowls,    there  was 
nothing  but  "Arm,  arm,  arm,  to  sea,  to  sea,  swallow 
and  titmouse,  to  take  chastisement  of  that  trespass 
of  blood  and  death,  committed  against  a  peer  of  their 
blood  royal." 

Preparations  was  made,  the  muster  taken, 
the  leaders  allotted,  and  had  their  bills  to  take 
up  pay ;  an  old  goshawk  for  general  was  appointed, 
for  marshal  of  the  field  a  sparhawk,  whom  for  no 
former  desert,  they  put  in  office,  but  because  it  was  one 
of  their  lineage  had  sustained  that  wrong,  and  they 
thought  they  would  be  more  implacable  in  condding 
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and  commiserating.    The  peacocks  with  their  spotted 
coats  and  affrighting  voices,  for  heralds,  they  pricked 
and  enlisted ;  and  the  cockadoodling  cocks,  for  their 
trumpeters  (look  upon  any  cock,  and  look  upon  any 
trumpeter,  and  see  if  he  look  not  as  red  as  a  cock, 
after  his  trumpeting,  and  a  cock  as  red  as  he,  after 
his   crowing.)     The   kestrels   or   windsuckers,    that 
filling  themselves  with  wind,  fly  against  the  wind 
evermore,  for  their  full-sailed  standard-bearers ;  the 
cranes  for  pikemen,  and  the  woodcocks  for  demi- 
lances ;  and  so  of  the  rest  every  one,  according  to 
that  place,  by  nature,  he  was  most  apt  for.     Away 
to  the  land's  end  they  trig  all  the  sky-bred  chirpers 
of  them ;  when  they  came  there,  j^quora  nos  terrenty 
et  ponti  tristis  imago.      They   had  wings  of  good- 
will to  fly  with,  but  no  webs  on  their  feet  to  swim 
with,  for  except  the  water  fowls  have  mercy  upon 
them,  and  stood  their  faithful  confederates  and  back- 
friends, on  their  backs  to  transport  them,  they  might 
return  home,  like  good  fools,  and  gather  straws  to 
build  their  nests,  or  fall  to  their  old  trade  of  picking 
worms.       Insuniy  to  the  water  fowls   undnimately 
they  recourse,  and  besought  duck  and  drake,  swan 
and  goose,  halcyons  and  sea-pies,  cormorants  and 
sea-gulls  for  their  hoary  assistance,  and  aidful  fur- 
therance in  this  action. 

They  were  not  obdurate  to  be  entreated,  though 
they  had  little  cause  to  revenge  the  hawk's  quarrel, 
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from  them ;  having  received  so  many  high  displea- 
sures, and  slaughters,  and  rapines  of  their  race; 
yet,  in  a  general  prosecution,  private  feuds  they 
trod  under  foot,  and  submitted  their  endeavours  to 
be  at  their  limitation  in  every  thing. 

The  puffin  that  is  half  fish,  half  flesh,  (a  John 
indifferent,  and  an  Ambidexter  bewtixt  either) 
bewrayed  this  conspiracy  to  Protaeus's  herds,  or  the 
frg-temity  of  fishes  which  the  greater  giants  of 
Russia  and  Iceland,  as  the  whale,  the  sea-horse,  the 
morse,  the  wasserman\  the  dolphin,  the  grampus, 
fleered  and  jeered  at  as  a  ridiculous  danger ;  but  the 
lesser  pigmies  and  spawn  of  them  thought  it  meet 
to  provide  for  themselves  betimes,  and  elect  a  king 
amongst  them,  that  might  lead  them  to  battle,  and 
under  whose  colours  they  might  march  against  these 
birds  of  a  feather,  that  had  so  coUeagued  themselves 
together,  to  destroy  them. 

Who  this  king  should  be,  beshackled  their  wits, 
and  laid  them  a  dry  ground  every  one.  No  raven- 
ing fish  they  would  put  in  arms,  for  fear  after  he  had 
everted  their  foes,  and  fleshed  himself  in  blood,  for 
interchange  of  diet,  he  would  raven  up  them. 

Some  politick  delegatory  Scipio,  or  witty-pated 
Petito,  like  their  heir  of  Laertes  per  apharesin, 
Ulysses,  well  known  unto  them  by  his  prolixious  sea- 

^Wassbrman. — Query  ? 
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wandering,  and  dancing  on  their  topless  totering 
hills,  they  would  single  forth,  if  it  might  be,  whom 
they  might  depose  when  they  list,  if  he  should  begin 
to  tyrannise;  and  such  a  one  as,  of  himseif,  were 
able  to  make  a  sound  party,  if  all  failed,  and  bid 
base  to  the  enemy,  with  his  own  kindred  and  fol- 
lowers. 

None  won   the  day  in  this,  but  the  Herring, 

whom  all  their  clamorous  suffrages  saluted  with  Vive 

le  roiJ   God  save  the  King,   God  save  the  King, 

save  only  the  plaice  and  the  butt\  that  made  wry 

mouths  at  him,  and  for  their  mocking  have  wry 

mouths  ever  since  ;  and  the  Herring  ever  since  wears 

a  coronet  on  his  head,  in  token  that  he  is,  as  he  is. 

Which  had  the  worst  end  of  the  staff  in  that  sea 

journey  or  canvazado*,  or  whether  some  fowler  with 

his  nets,  as  this  host  of  feather-mongers  were  getting 

up  to  ride  double,  involved  or  entangled  them ;  or 

the  water  fowls  played  them  false,  as  there    is  no 

more  love  betwixt  them  than   betwixt  sailors  and 

land    soldiers,   and    threw    them    off   their   backs 

and    let  them    drown,   when    they  were  launched 

into  the  deep :  I  leave  to  some  Alfonsus,  Poggius, 

or    iEsop   to   unwarp,     for    my    pen    is    tired    in 

it     But  this  is  notorious,  the  Herring,  from  that  time 

*BuTT.— A  flounder. 

"Canvasado. — A  stroke  in  fencing.  ' 
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to  this,  hath  gone  with  an  army,  and  never  stirs 
abroad  without  it;  and  when  he  stirs  abroad 
with  it,  he  sends  out  his  scouts  or  sentinels  before 
him,  that  oftentimes  are  intercepted,  and  by  their 
parti-coloured  liveries  descried,  whom  the  mariners, 
after  they  have  took,  use  in  this  sort :  Eight  or 
nine  times  they  swing  them  about  the  main 
mast,  and  bid  them  bring  them  so  many  last  of 
herrings,  as  they  have  swinged  them  times  ;  and 
that  shall  be  their  ransom,  and  so  throw  them  mto 
the  sea  again.  King,  by  your  leave,  for,  in  your 
kingship,  I  must  leave  you,  and  repeat  how  from 
white  to  red  you  chameleonized. 

It  is  to  be  read,  or  to  be  heard  of,  how  in  the 
punyship  or  nonage  of  Cerdick  Sands,  when  the  best 
houses  and  walls  there  were  of  mud,  or  canvas  or 
poldavies^  entiltments,  a  fisherman  of  Yarmouth, 
having  drawn  so  many  herrings  he  wist  not  what  to 
do  withal,  hung  the  residue  that  he  could  not  sell 
nor  spend,  in  the  sooty  roof  of  his  shed  a-drying : 
Or  say  thus,  his  shed  was  a  cabinet  in  decimo  sexto, 
built  on  four  crutches,  and  he  had  no  room  in  it,  but 
in  that  garret  or  excelsis  to  lodge  them,  where  if 
they  were  dry,  let  them  be  dry  ;    for  in  the  sea  they 


^POLPAVIES. — Tarpaulin,  or  any  coarse  wares. — "  I  cannot  draw  it  to 
uch  a  curious  web,  therefore  you  must  be  content  with  homely  poledavit  ware 
from  me." — EowelVt  Letters, 
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had  drunk  too  much,  and  now  he  would  force  them 
do  penance  for  it 

The  weather  was  cold,  and  good  fires  he  kept 
(as  fishermen,  what  hardness  soever  they  endure  at 
sea,  they  will  make  all  smoke,  but  they  will  make 
amends  for  it  when  they  come  to  land)  and  what 
with  his  firing  and  smoking,  or  smoky  firing  in  that 
his  narrow  lobby,  his  herrings,  which  were  as  white 
as  whalebone  when  he  hung  them  up,  now  looked  as 
red  as  a  lobster.      It  was  four  or  five  days  before 
either  he  or  his  wife  espied  it,  and,  when  they  espied 
it,  they  fell  down  on  their  knees,  and  blessed  them- 
selves, and  cried,  A  Miracle !   A  Miracle !  and  with 
the  proclaiming  it  among  their  neighbours  they  could 
not  be  content,  but  to  the  court  the  fisherman  would, 
and  present  it  to  the  King,   then  lying  at  Borough 
Castie  two  miles  off. 

Of  this  Borough  Castle,  because  it  is  so  ancient, 
and  there  hath  been  a  city  there,  I  will  enter  into 
some  more  special  mention.  The  Flood  Waveny 
running  through  many  towns  of  High  Suffolk  up  to 
Bungay,  and  from  thence  encroaching  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  sea,  with  its  twining  and  winding  it  cuts 
out  an  Island  of  some  amplitude,  named  Lovingland  : 
the  head  town  in  that  island  is  Lowestoff,  in  which, 
be  it  known  to  all  men,  I  was  born;  though  my  father 
sprung  from  the  Nash's  of  Herefordshire. 
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The  next  t»wn  from  Lowestoff,  towards 
Yarmouth,  is  Corton  and  next  Crorlstone.  More 
inwardly,  on  the  left-hand,  where  Waveny  and  the 
river  lerus  mix  their  waters,  Cnoberi  Urbs,  the  city 
of  Cnober,  at  this  day  termed  Burgh,  or  Borough 
Castle  had  its  being. 

This  city  and  castle,  say  Bede  and  Master 
Camden,  or  rather  Mr.  Camden  out  of  Bede,  by  the 
woods  about  it,  and  the  driving  of  the  sea  up  to  it, 
was  most  pleasant  In  it  one  Furfaeus,  a  Scot,  built 
a  monastery,  at  whose  persuasion,  Sigebert,  king  of 
the  East  Angles,  gave  over  his  kingdom  and  led  a 
monastical  life  there;  but  forth  of  that  monastery 
he  was  hailed,  against  his  will,  to  encourage  his 
subjects  in  their  battle  against  the  Mercians,  where 
he  perished  with  them. 

Nothing  of  that  castle  save  tattered  ragged 
walls  now  remains,  framed  foursquare,  and  over- 
grown with  briars  and  bushes,  in  stubbing  up  of 
which,  some  time  since  they  dug  up  Roman  coins, 
and  buoys  and  anchors.  Well,  thither  our  fisherman 
set  the  best  leg  before  and  unfolded  to  the  King 
his  whole  satchel  of  wonders.  The  King  was  as 
superstitious  in  worshiping  those  miraculous  herrings 
as  the  fisherman,  licensed  him  to  carry  them  up  and 
down  the  realm  for  strange  monsters,  giving  to 
Cerdick  Sands  (the  birth  place  of  such  monstrosities) 
many  privileges ;  and,  in  that  the  quantity  of  them 
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that  were  caught  so  increased,  he  assigned  a  broken 
sluice  in  the  island  of  Lovingland,  called  Herring 
Fleet,  where  they  should  disburden  and  discharge 
their  boats  of  them  and  render  him  custom.  Our 
herring-smoker,  having  worn  his  monsters  stale 
throughout  England,  spirted  over  seas  to  Rome 
with  a  pedlar's  pack  of  them,  in  the  papal  chair  of 
Vigilius,  he  that  first  instituted  saints  eves,  or  vigils, 
to  be  fasted.  By  that  time  he  came  thither,  he  had 
but  three  of  his  herrings  left ;  for,  by  the  way,  he 
fell  into  the  thievish  hands  of  malcontents,  and  of 
lance-knights,  by  whom  he  was  not  only  robbed  of 
all  his  money,  but  was  fain  to  redeem  his  life  beside, 
with  the  better  part  of  his  ambry  of  burnished 
fishes. 

These  herrings  three,  be  rubbed  and  curried 
over  till  his  arms  ached  again,  to  make  them  glow 
and  glare  like  a  Turkey  brooch,  or  a  London  vint- 
ner's sign,  thick  jagged,  and  round  fringed,  with 
theaming  arsadine,  and  folding  them  in  a  diaper 
napkin,  as  lily-white  as  a  lady's  marrying  smock,  to 
the  market  place  of  Rome  he  was  so  bold  as  to 
prefer  them,  and  there,  on  a  high  stool,  unbraced 
and  unlaced  them,  to  any  chapman's  eye  that  would 
buy  them.  The  Pope's  caterer,  casting  a  liquorish 
glance  that  way,  asked  what  it  was  he  had  to  sell ; 
The  king  of  fishes,  he  answered.  The  king  of 
fishes,  replied  he ;   what  is  the  price  of  them  ?    A 
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hundred  ducats,  he  told  him.  A  hundred  ducats, 
quoth  the  Pope's  caterer,  that  is  a  kingly  price 
indeed,  it  is  for  no  private  man  to  deal  with  him ; 
Then  he  is  for  me,  said  the  fisherman,  and  so 
unsheathed  his  cuttle-bong,  and  from  the  nape  of  the 
neck  to  the  tail  dismembered  him,  and  paunched 
him  up  at  a  mouthful  Home  went  his  Beatitude's 
caterer  with  a  flea  in  his  ear,  and  discoursed  to  his 
Holiness  what  had  happened.  Is  it  the  king  of 
fishes?  The  Pope  frowningly  shook  him  up  like  a 
cat  in  a  blanket,  and  is  any  man  to  have  him  but  I 
that  am  king  of  kings,  and  lord  of  lords  ?  Go  give 
him  his  price  I  command  thee,  and  let  me  taste  of 
him  incontinently.  Back  returned  the  caterer  like  a 
dog  that  had  burnt  his  tail,  and  poured  down  the 
herring  merchant  his  hundred  ducats  for  one  of 
those  two  of  the  king  of  fishes  unsold,  which  then 
he  would  not  take,  but  stood  upon  two  hundred 
Thereupon  they  broke  off,  the  one  urging  that  he 
had  offered  it  him  so  before ;  and  the  other,  that  he 
might  have  took  him  at  his  proffer ;  which  since  he 
refused,  and  now  haftered^  with  him  ;  as  he  eat  up 
the  first,  so  would  he  eat  up  the  second,  and  let 
Pope,  or  Patriarch  of  Constantinople,  fetch  it  out  of 
his  belly  if  they  could  :  he  was  as  good  as  his  word, 
and  had  no  sooner  spoke  the  word,  but  he  did  as  he 

Haftered.— Cavilled,  wrangled. 
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spoke.  With  a  heavy  heart  to  the  palace  the 
yeoman  of  the  mouth  departed,  and  rehearsed  this 
second  ill  success,  wherewith  Peter's  successor  was 
so  in  his  muUigrums,  that  he  had  thought  to  have 
buffeted  him,  and  cursed  him  with  Bell,  Book,  and 
Candle;^    but  he  ruled  his  reason,  and  bad  him. 


^Bell,  Book,  and  Cai^lb. — In  the  solemn  form  of  excommunication 
used  in  the  Romish  Church,  the  bell  was  tolled,  the  book  of  offices  for  the 
purpose  used,  and  three  candles  extinguished,  with  certain  ceremonies  ;  hence 
this  expression. 

Bellf  hook,  and  eandle,  shall  not  drive  me  back 
When  gold  and  silver  becks  me  to  come  on. 

Four  times  a  year,  the  following  curse  was  read  in  the  church,  in,  terrorem, 
against  all  who  in  any  way,  defrauded  the  church  of  her  dues.  The  prelate 
stood  in  the  pulpit  in  his  albe,  the  cross  was  lifted  up,  and  the  candles  lighted ; 
when  he  proceeded  thus  : 

Thorow  authoritie  of  Lord  God  Almighty,  and  our  lady  St  Mary,  and  all  the 
saints  of  heaven,  of  angels  or  archangels,  patriarchs  and  prophets,  evangelists, 
apostles,  martyrs,  confessors,  and  virgins ;  also  by  the  power  of  all  holy  church, 
that  our  Lord  Jesu  Christ  gave  to  S.  Peter,  we  denounce  all  those  accursed  that 
we  have  thus  reckned  to  you  :  and  all  those  that  maintaine  hem  in  her  sins,  or 
given  hem  hereto  either  helpe  or  councell,  so  that  they  be  departed  from  God, 
and  all  holy  church,  and  that  they  have  noe  part  of  the  passion  of  our  Lord  Jesu 
Christ,  ne  of  noe  sacraments  that  been  in  holy  church,  ne  noe  part  of  the  prayers 
among  christen  folke,  but  that  they  be  accursed  of  God  and  of  holy  churcn,  from 
the  sool  of  their  foot  unto  the  crown  of  their  head,  sleaping  and  waking, 
sitting  and  standing,  in  all  her  words,  and  in  all  her  workes,  and  but  if  [unless] 
they  have  grace  of  God  for  to  amend  hem  here  in  this  life,  for  to  dwell  in  the 
pain  of  heU,  for  ever  withouten  end  (fiat,  fiat).  Doe  to  the  hook,  quench  the 
candle,  ring  the  hsll.     Amen.    Amen. 

This  form  was  extracted  from  the  Canterbury  book,  by  sir  Thomas  Ridley,  or 
his  annotator,  J.  Gr^ory.  See  his  view  of  the  Civile  and  Ecclesiasticall  Law, 
p.  249.  The  days  of  cursing  were  Advent  Sunday,  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent, 
the  Sunday  in  the  feast  of  Trinity,  and  the  Sunday  within  the  tetai  [or  octave] 
of  the  Viigin  Mary.    The  curse  was  very  like  that  of  Emulphos. — ^In  the 
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though  it  cost  a  miUion,  to  let  him  have  that  third 
that  rested  behind,  and  hie  him  expeditely   thither,, 
lest  some  other  snatched  it  up,  and  as  fast,  from 
thence  again  ;  for  he  swore  by  his  triple  crown,  no 
crumb  of  refection  would  he  gnaw  upon,  till  he  had 
sweetened  his  lips  with  it 

So  said,  so  done,  thither  he  flew  as  swift  as 
Mercury,  and  threw  him  his  two-hundred  ducats,  as 
he  before  demanded.  It  would  not  fadge,  for  then 
the  market  was  raised  to  three-hundred,  and,  die 
caterer  grumbling  thereat,  the  fisher  swain  was 
forward  to  settle  him  to  his  tools,  and  tire  upon  it,  as 
on  the  other  two,  had  not  he  held  his  hands,  and 
desired  him  to  keep  the  peace,  for  no  money  should 
part  them  :  with  that  speech  he  was  qualified,  and 
pursed  the  three  hundred  ducats,  and  delivered  him 
the  king  of  fishes,  teaching  him  to  gearmumble  it, 
sauce  it,  and  dress  it,  and  so  sent  him  away  a  glad 
man*     All  the  Pope's  cooks,  in  their  white  sleeves, 


foUowing  passage  the  allusion  is  only  jocular,  applying  the  same  form  of  words 

to  a  different  purpose  : — 

I  have  a  priest  will  mumble  up  a  marriage, 
Without  oellf  hook^  or  candle. 

Ram  Alley,  O  PL,  v,  447. 

Where  the  candle  seems  only  to  be  added  from  the  custom  of  joining  the  tlune 

together. — ^The  use  of  the  bell  was  supposed  to   be  to  fright  away  evil 

qpirits,— 

Ring  the  ioints-bell  to  affiight 
Far  from  hence  the  evil  sprite. 

Serri€k*$  W^rk,  p.  jca. 
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and  linen  aprons,  met  him  mid-way,  to  entertain  and 
receive  the  king  of  fishes,  and  together  by  the  ears 
they  went,  who  should  first  handle  him  or  touch 
him;  but  the  clerk  of  the  kitchen  appeased  that 
strife,  and  would  admit  none  but  himself,  to  have 
the  scorching  and  carbonading  of  it,  and  ha  kissed 
his  hand  thrice,  and  made  as  many  humblessoes 
before  he  would  finger  it;  and,  such  obeisances 
performed,  he  dressed  it  as  be  was  enjoined, 
kneeling  on  his  knees,  and  mumbling  twenty  Ave 
Maries  to  himself,  in  the  sacrificing  it  on  the  coals, 
that  his  diligent  service  in  the  broiling  and  combus- 
tion of  it,  both  to  his  kingship  and  to  his  fatherhood, 
might  not  seem  unmeritorious.  The  fire  had  not 
pierced  it,  but,  being  a  sweaty  loggerhead,  greasy 
sutar,  endungeoned  in  his  pocket  a  twelvemonth,  it 
stunk  so  over  the  Pope's  palace  that  not  a  scullion 
but  cried  Foh  !  and  those,  which  at  the  first  flocked 
the  fastest  about  it,  now  fled  the  most  from  it,  and 
sought  more  to  rid  their  hands  of  it,  than  before 
they  sought  to  bless  their  hands  with  it  With 
much  stopping  of  their  noses,  between  two  dishes 
they  stewed  it,  and  served  it  up.  It  was  not  come 
within  three  chambers  of  the  Pope,  but  he  smelt  it ; 
and,  upon  the  smelling  of  it  enquiring  what  it  should 
be  that  sent  forth  such  a  puissant  perfume,  the 
standers-by  declared  that  it  was  the  king  of  fishes  : 
I  conceited  no  less,  said  the  Pope  for  less  than  a 
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king  he  could  not  be  that  had  so  strong  a  scent  ; 
and  if  his  breath  be  so  strong,  what  is  he  himself  ? 
Like  a  great  king,  like  a  strong  king  I  will  use  him, 
let  him  be  carried  back,  I  say,  and  my  cardinals 
shall  fetch  him  in  with  dirge  and  processions  under 
my  canopy. 

Though  they  were  double  and  double  weary  of 
him,  yet  his  edict  being  a  law,  to  the  kitchen  they 
returned  him,  whither,  by  and  by,  the  whole  collie 
of  scarlet  cardinals,  with  their  crosiers,  their  censors, 
their  hosts,  their  Agnus  dets  and  crucifixes,  flocked 
together,  in  heaps,  as  it  had  been  to  the  conclave,  or 
a  general  council,  and  the  senior  cardinal,  that  stood 
next  in  election,  to  be  Pope,  heaved  him  up  from 
the  dresser,  with  a  dirge  of  de  profundis  natus  est 
fex;  rex  he  should  have  said,  and  so  have  made 
true  Latin,  but  the  spirable  odour  and  pestilent 
steam,  ascending  from  it,  put  him  out  of  his  bias  of 
congruity,  and,  as  true  as  the  truest  Latin  of 
Priscian,  would  have  queazened  him,  like  the  damp 
that  took  both  Bell  and  Baram  away,  and  many  a 
worthy  man  that  day,  if  he  had  not  been  protected 
under  the  Pope's  canopy,  and  the  other  cardinals, 
with  their  holy  water  sprinkles,  quenched  his  foggy 
fume  and  evaporating.  About  and  about  the 
inward  and  base  court  they  circumducted  him  with 
kyrie  eleison^  and  halleluiah,  and  the  chanters  in 
their  golden  copes,  and  white  surplices,  chanted  it 
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out  above  Gloria  Patri ;  in  praising  of  him,  the 
organs  played,  the  ordnance  at  the  Castle  of  St 
Angelo  went  off,  and  all  wind  instruments  blew  as 
loud  as  the  wind  in  winter,  in  his  passado  to  the 
Pope's  ordinary  or  dining-chamber,  where,  having 
set  him  down,  upon  their  faces  they  fell  flat,  and 
licked  every  one  his  ell  of  dust,  in  douking  on  all 
four  unto  him. 

The  busy  epitasis^  of  the  comedy  was,  when 
the  dishes  were  uncovered,  and  the  swart-rutter* 
sowre  took  air,  for  then  he  made  such  an  air  as 
Alcides  himself,  that  cleansed  the  stables  of 
Augeas,  nor  any  hostler  was  able  to  endure. 

This  is  once,  the  Pope  it  popped  under  board, 
and  out  of  his  palace  worse  it  scared  him  than 
Neptune's  phocases  that  scared  the  horses  of 
Hippolytus,  or  the  harpies  Jupiter  dogs  sent  to  vex 
Phineus  ;  the  cardinals  were  at  their  ora  pro  nobis^ 
and  held  this  suffocation  a  meet  sufferance,  for  so 
contemning  the  king  of  fishes,  and  his  subjects,  and 
fleshly  surfeiting  in  their  carnivals.  Necromantic 
sorcery,  necromantic  sorcery,  some  evil  spirit  of  an 
heretick  it  is,  which  thus  molesteth  his  apostolick- 
ship.      The  friars  and  monks  caterwauled  from  the 

^PiTASis  (Gr.). — In  the  a/acient  drama,  that  part  which  embraces  the 
main  action  of  a  play,  and  leads  on  to  the  catastrophe. 

•SwART-RuTTER, — **  A  reister  or  swart-rutter,  a  German  horseman." — 
Cotgrave, 
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abbots  and  priors  to  the  novices,  wherefore,  tanquam 
in  circa,  we  will  tronce  him  in  a  circle,  and  make 
him  tell  what  lanternman,  or  groom  of  Hecate's 
close-stool  he  is,  that  thus  nefariously  and  pro- 
ditoriously  profanes  and  penetrates  bur  holy  father's 
nostrils :  what  needs  there  any  more  ambages  ? 
The  ringol,  or  ringed  circle  was  compassed  and 
chalked  out,  and  the  king  of  fishes,  by  the  name  of 
the  king  of  fishes,  conjured  to  appear  in  the  centre 
of  it ;  but  surdo  cantant  absurdi,  sive  surdum  incan- 
tant  fratres  sordidi,  he  was  a  king  absolute,  and 
would  not  be  at  every  man's  call ;  and  if  friar 
Pendela  and  his  fellows  had  any  thing  to  say  to  him, 
in  his  admiral  court  of  the  sea,  let  them  seek  him, 
and  neither  in  Hull,  Hell,  nor  Halifax. 

They  seeing,  that  by,  their  charms  and  spells 
they  could  spell  nothing  of  him,  fell  to  a  more 
charitable  suppose,  that  it  might  be  the  distressed 
soul  of  some  king  that  was  drowned,  who,  being 
long  in  purgatory,  and  not  relieved  by  the  prayers 
of  the  church,  had  leave,  in  that  disguised  form,  to 
have  egress  and  regress  to  Rome,  to  crave  their 
benevolence  of  dirges,  trentals,  and  so  forth,  to  help 
him  forward  on  his  journey  to  Limbus  Patrum,  or 
Elysium ;  and  because  they  would  not  easily  believe 
what  tortures  in  purgatory  he  had  sustained,  unless 
they  were  eye-witnesses  of  them,  he  thought  to 
represent  to  all  their  senses  the  image  and  idea  <rf 
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his  combustion,  and  broiling  there,  and  the  horrible 
stench  of  his  sins  accompanying  both  under  his 
frying  and  broiling  on  the  coals,  in  the  Pope's 
kitchen,  and  the  intolerable  smell  or  stink  he  sent 
forth  under  either.  Una  voce  in  this  spleen  to  Pope 
Vigilius  they  ran,  and  craved  that  this  king  of  fishes 
might  first  have  Christian  burial ;  next,  that  he 
might  have  masses  sung  for  him,  and  last,  that  for  a 
Saint  he  would  canonize  him.  All  these  he  granted, 
to  be  rid  of  his  filthy  redolence,  and  his  chief  casket, 
wherein  he  put  all  his  jewels,  he  made  the  coffin  of 
his  enclosure,  and,  for  his  ensainting,  look  the 
almanack  in  the  beginning  of  April ;  and  see  if  you 
can  find  out  such  a  saint  as  Saint  Gildard,  which,  in 
honour  of  this  gilded  fish,  the  Pope  ensainted  ;  nor 
there  he  rested  and  stopped,  but  in  the  mitigation  of 
the  very  embers  whereon  he  was  singed,  that,  after 
he  was  taken  by  them,  fumed  most  fulsomely  of  his 
fatty  droppings,  he  ordained  Ember- weeks  in  their 
memory,  to  be  fasted  everlastingly. 

I  had  well  nigh  forgot  a  special  point  of  my 
Romish  history,  and  that  is,  how  Madam  Celina 
Comificia,  one  of  the  curiousest  courtezans  of  Rome, 
when  the  fame  of  the  king  of  fishes  was  canon-roared 
in  her  ears,  she  sent  all  her  jewels  to  the  Jewish 
Lombard  to  pawn,  to  buy  and  incaptive  him  to  her 
trencher  ;  but  her  purveyor  came  a  day  after  the  fair, 
and,  as  he  came,  so  he  fared,  for  not  a  scrap  of  him, 
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but  the  cobs  of  the  two  herrings,  the  fisherman  had 
eaten,  remained  of  him,  and  those  cobs,  rather  than 
he  would  go  home  with  a  sleeveless  answer,  he 
bought  at  the  rate  of  fourscore  ducats  (they  were 
rich  cobs  you  must  rate  them)  and  of  them  all  cobbing 
country  chuffs,  which  make  their  bellies  and  their 
bags  their  Gods,  are  called  rich  cobs.  Every  man 
will  not  clap  hands  at  this  tale  :  The  Norwichers, 
imprimis,  who  say,  the  first  gilding  of  herrings  was 
deducted  from  them  :  and,  after  this  guise,  they  tune 
the  accent  of  their  speech,  how  that  when  Castor 
was  Norwich  (a  town  two  miles  beyond  this  Nor- 
wich, that  is  termed  to  this  day  Norwich  Castor, 
and  having  monuments  of  a  castle  in  it,  environing 
fifty  acres  of  ground,  and  ring-bolts  in  the  walls, 
whereto  ships  were  fastened)  our  Norwich,  now 
upon  her  legs,  was  a  poor  fisher-town,  and  the  sea 
spawled  and  springed  up  to  her  common  stairs  in 
Confur-street 

All  this  may  pass  in  the  Queen  s  peace,  and  no 
man  say  bo  to  it ;  but,  bawwaw,  quoth  Bagshaw,  to 
that  which  drawlatcheth  behind,  of  the  first  taking  of 
herrings  there,  and  currying  and  gilding  them 
amongst  them ;  whereof,  if  they  could  whisper  to  us 
any  simple  likelihood,  or  raw-bone  carcass  of  reason, 
more  than  their  imaginary  dream  of  Gilding-cross  in 
their  parish  of  St.  Saviour  s,  (now  stumped  up  by  the 
roots)  so  named,  as  they  would  have  it,  of  the  smoky 
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gilding  of  Herrings  there  first  invented,  I  could  well 
have  allowed  of ;  but  they  must  bring  better  cards 
before  they  win  it  from  Yarmouth. 

As  good  a  toy  to  mock  an  ape  was  it  of  him, 
that  showed  a  country  fellow  the  Red  Sea,  where  all 
the  Red-Herrings  were  made  (as  some  places  in 
the  sea,  where  the  sun  is  most  transpiercing,  and 
beats  with  his  rays  ferventest,  will  look  as  red  as 
blood)  and  the  jest  of  a  scholar  in  Cambridge,  that 
standing  angling  on  the  town-bridge  there,  as  the 
country  people  on  the  market-day  passed  by,  secretly 
baited  his  hook  with  a  Red-Herring,  with  a  bell 
about  the  neck ;  and  so  conveying  it  into  the  water 
that  no  man  perceived  it,  all  on  the  sudden,  when  he 
had  a  competent  throng  gathered  about  him,  up  he 
twitched  it  again,  and  laid  it  openly  before  them  ; 
whereat  the  gaping  rural  fools,  driven  into  no  less 
admiration  than  the  common  people  about  London, 
some  few  years  since,  were  at  the  bubbling  of  Moor- 
ditch,  swore  by  their  Christendoms,  that,  as  many 
days  and  years  as  they  had  lived,  they  never  saw 
such  a  miracle  of  a  Red-Herring  taken  in  fresh 
water  before.  The  greedy  sea-gull,  ignorance,  is 
apt  to  devour  anything  :  For  a  new  Messias  they 
are  ready  to  expect  of  the  Bedlam  hatmaker's  wife 
by  London  Bridge  ;  he  that  proclaims  himself  Elias, 
and  s^th  he  is  inspired  with  mutton  and  porridge : 
And,  with  them,  it.  is  current,  that  Don  Sebastian, 
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King  of   Portugal,  slain   twenty   years   since  with 
Stukeley  at  the  battle  of  Alcazar,  is  raised  from  the 
dead,  like  Lazarus,  and  alive  to  be  seen  at  Venice. 
Let  them  look  to  themselves  as  they  will,  for  I  am 
theirs  to  gull  them  better  than  ever  I  have  done ; 
and  this  I  am  sure,  I  have  distributed  gudgeon  dole 
amongst  them,  as  God*s  plenty,  as  any  stripling  of 
my  slender  of  wit  far  or  near.     They  needs  will 
have   it  so,   much   good   do   it  them,   I  cannot  do 
withal :   For,  if  but  carelessly,  betwixt  sleeping  and 
waking,  I  write  I  know  not  what,  against  plebeian 
publicans   and   sinners,  no  better  than   the   sworn 
brokers  of  candlestick-turners  and  tinkers,  and  leave 
some  terms  in  suspence,  that  my  post-haste  want  of 
argent  will   not  give   me  elbow-room   enough    to 
explain  and  examine  as  I  would,  out  steps  me  an 
infant  squib   of  the   inns   of  court,    that  hath   not 
half  greased  his  dining-cap,  or  scarce  warmed  his 
lawyer's  cushion  ;  and   he,  to  approve   himself  an 
extravagant  statesman,  catcheth  hold  of  a  rush,  and 
absolutely  concludeth,  it  is  meaned  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  and  that  it  will  utterly  mar  the  traffick  into 
that  country,  if  all  the  pamphlets  be  not  called  in 
and  suppressed,  wherein  that  libelling  word  is  men- 
tioned.    Another,  if  but  a  head  or  tail  of  any  beast, 
he  boasts  of  in  his  crest  or  his  escutcheon,  be  reck- 
oned up  by  chance  in  a  volume  where  a  man  hath 
just  occasion  to  reckon  up  all  beasts  in  armoury,  he 
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sttaight  engageth  himself,  by  the  honour  of  his  house 
and  his  never  reculed  sword,  to  thrash  down  the 
hairy  roof  of  that  brain  that  so  seditiously  mutinied 
against  him,  with  the  mortiferous  bastinado ;  or  cast 
such  an  incurable  Italian  trench  in  his  face,  as  not 
the  basest  creeper  upon  pattens  by  the  highway- 
side,  but  shall  abhor  him  worse  than  the  carrion  of  a 
dead  corpse,  or  a  man  hanged  up  in  gibbets. 

I  will  deal  more  boldly,  and  yet  it  shall  be 
securely,  and  in  the  way  of  honesty,  to  a  number  of 
God's  fools,  that,  for  their  wealth  might  by  deep 
wise  men,  and  so  forth  (as  now-a-days,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  best  lawyers  of  England,  there  is  no 
wisdom  without  wealth,  allege  what  you  can  to  the 
contrary  of  all  the  beggarly  sages  of  Greece)  these, 
I  say,  out  of  some  discourses  of  mine,  which  were  a 
mingle  mangle  cum  putre^  and  I  know  not  what  to 
make  of  myself,  have  fished  out  such  a  deep  politic 
state  meaning,  as  if  I  had  all  the  secrets  of  court 
and  commonwealth  at  my  fingers  ends.  Talk  I  of  a 
bear ;  O,  it  is  such  a  man  that  emblazons  him  in  his 
arms ;  or  of  a  wolf,  a  fox,  or  a  chameleon,  any 
lording,  whom  they  do  not  affect,  it  is  meaned  by. 
The  great  potentate,  stirred  up  with  those  perverse 
applications,  not  looking  into  the  text  itself,  but  the 
ridiculous  comment ;  or,  if  he  looks  into  it,  follows 
no  other  more  charitable  comment  than  that,  straight 
thunders  out  his  displeasure,  and  showers  down  the 
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whole  tempest  of  his  indignation  upon  me  ;  and,  to 
amend  the  matter,  and  fully  absolve  himself  of  this 
rash  error  of  misconstruing,  he  commits  it  over  to 
be  prosecuted  by  a  worse  misconstruer  than  himself, 
videlicet^  his  learned  counsel  (God  forgive  me,  if  I 
slander  them  with  that  title  of  learned,  for  generally 
they  are  not)  and  they,  being  compounded  of  no- 
thing but  vociferation  and  clamour,  rage  and  fly  out 
they  care  not  how  against  a  man's  life,  his  person, 
his  parentage,  two  hours  before  they  come  to  the 
point,    little   remembering  their  own  privy  escape 
with   their    laundresses,    or  their    night    walks   to 
St  Pancras,  together  with  the  hobnailed  houses  of 
their  carterly  ancestry,  from  whence  they  are  sprung, 
that  have  cooled  plough  jades  buttocks  time  out  of 
mind,  with  the  breath  of  their  whistling,  and  with 
retailing   their   dung  to  manure  lands,  and  selling 
straw  and  chaff,  scratched  up  the  pence   to  make 
them   gentlemen.       But,    Lord,    how  miserably  do 
these  ethnicks,  when  they  once  match  to  the  pur- 
pose, set  words  on  the  tenters,  never  reading  to  a 
period,  which  you  shall  scarce  find  in  thirty  sheets 
of  a  lawyer's  declaration,  whereby  they  might  com- 
prehend the  entire  sense  of  the  writer  together,  but 
disjoint  and  tear  every  syllable  betwixt  their  teeth 
severally  ?     And  if,    by  no  means,  they  can  make 
it  odious,  they  will  be  sure  to  bring  it  into  disgrace 
by    ill-favoured     mouthing    and    mis-sounding    it 
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These  be  they,  that  use  men's  writings  like  brute 
beasts,  to  make  them  draw  which  way  they  list,  as  a 
principal  agent,  in  church  controversies  of  this  our 
time,  complaineth. 

I  have  read  a  tale  of  a  poor  man  and  an 
advocate,  which  poor  man  complained  to  the 
King  of  wrong  that  the  advocate  had  done,  in 
taking  away  his  cow.  The  King  made  him  no 
answer  but  this,  That  he  would  send  for  the  advo- 
cate, and  hear  what  he  could  say.  Nay,  quoth  the 
poor  man,  if  you  be  at  that  pass,  that  you  will  pause 
to  hear  what  he  will  say,  I  have  utterly  lost  my  cow, 
for  he  hath  words  enough  to  make  fools  of  ten 
thousand.  So  he,  that  shall  have  his  lines  bandied 
by  our  usual  plodders  in  Fitzherbert,  let  him  not 
care  whether  they  be  right  or  wrong ;  for  they  will 
writh  and  turn  them  as  they  list,  and  make  the 
author  believe  he  meaned  that  which  he  did  not 
mean  ;  and,  for  a  knitting  up  conclusion,  his  credit 
is  unreprievably  lost,  that,  on  bare  suspicion  in  such 
cases,  shall  but  have  his  name  controverted  amongst 
them ;  and,  if  I  should  fall  into  their  hands,  I  would 
be  pressed  to  death  for  obstinate  silence,  and  never 
seek  to  clear  myself,  for  it  is  in  vain,  since  both  they 
will  confound  a  man's  memory  with  their  tedious 
babbling,  and,  in  the  first  three  words  of  his  apology, 
with  impudent  exclamation,  interrupt  him  ;  whereas 
their  mercenary  tongues,  lie  they  never  so  loudly, 
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without  check  or  control,   must    have    their    free 
passage  for  five  hours  together. 

I  speak  of  the  worse  sort,  not  of  the  best,  whom 
I  hold  in  high  admiration,  as  well  for  their  singular 
gifts  of  art  and  nature,  as  their  untainted  ooasdences 
with  corruption ;  and,  from  some  of  them,  I  avow, 
I  have  heard  as  excellent  things  flow,  as  ever  I 
observed  in  TuUy  or  Demosthenes.  Those  that 
were  present  at  the  arraignment  of  Lopus,  (to  insist 
upon  no  other  particular,  hereof,)  I  am  sure,  will  bear 
me  record.  Latinless  dolts,  saturnine  heavy-headed 
blunderers,  my  invective  hath  relation  to  ;  such  as 
count  all  arts  puppet-plays,  and  pretty  rattles  to 
please  children,  in  comparison  of  their  confused 
barbarous  law,  which,  if  it  were  set  down  in  any 
Christian  language,  but  the  Getan  tongue,  it  would 
never  grieve  a  man  to  study  it 

Neither  Ovid,  nor  Ariosto,  could,  by  any  per- 
suasion of  their  parents,  be  induced  to  study  the 
civil  law,  for  the  harshness  of  it ;  how  much  more, 
had  they  been  alive  at  this  day,  and  bom  in  our 
nation,  would  they  have  consented  to  study  this 
uncivil  Norman  hotchpotch  ?  This  sow  of  lead, 
that  hath  never  a  ring  at  the  end  to  lift  it  up  by, 
is,  without  head,  or  foot,  the  deformedest  monster 
that  may  be !  I  stand  lawing  here,  what  with  these 
lawyers,  and  self-conceited  misinterpreters,  so  long, 
that  my  Red-Herring,  which  was  hot  hroiting  on 
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the  coals,  is  waxed  stark  cold  for  want  of  blowing. 
Have  with  them  for  a  riddle  or  two,  only  to  set  their 
wits  a  nibbling,  and  their  jobbernowls  a  working, 
and  so  good  night  to  the  seignories,  but,  with  this 
indentment  and  caution,  that,  though  there  be 
neither  rhyme  nor  reason  in  it,  as,  by  my  goodwill 
there  shall  not,  they,  according  to  their  accustomed 
gentle  favours,  whether  I  will  or  no,  shall  supply  it 
with  either,  and  run  over  all  the  peers  of  the  land 
in  peevish  moralising  and  anatomizing  it 

There  was  a  Herring,  or  there  was  not,  for  it 
was  but  a  cropshin,  (one  of  the  refuse  sort  of 
Herrings,)  and  this  Herring,  or  this  cropshin,  was 
sensed  and  thurified  in  the  smoke,  and  had  got  him 
a  suit  of  durance,  that  would  last  longer  than  one 
of  Erra  Pater's  almanacks,  or  a  constable's  brown 
bill ;  only  his  head  was  in  his  tail,  and  that  made  his 
breath  so  strong,  that  no  man  could  abide  him. 
Well,  he  was  a  Triton  of  his  time,  and  a  sweet- 
singing  calander  to  the  state,  yet,  not  beloved  of  the 
showery  Pleiades,  or  the  Colossus  of  the  sun ;  how- 
ever, he  thought  himself  another  Tumidus  Anti- 
machusy  as  complete  an  Adelantado,  as  he  that  is 
known  by  wearing  a  cloak  of  tuft-taffeta  eighteen 
years  ;  and  to  Lady  Turbot  there  is  no  demur  but 
he  would  needs  go  a-wooing,  and  offered  her,  for  a 
dowry,  whole  hetacombs,  and  a  two-handed  sword  ; 
she  stared  upon  him  with  Megara's  eyes,  (like  Iris 
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the  messenger  of  Juno,)  and  bad  him  go  eat  a  fool's 
head  and  garlick,  for  she  would  have  none  of  him; 
thereupon,  particularly,  strictly,  and  usually,  he 
replied,  "  That,  though  thunder  never  lights  on 
Phoebus's  tree,  and  Amphion,  that  worthy  musician, 
was  husband  to  Niobe,  and  there  was  no  such 
acceptable  incense  to  the  heavens  as  the  blood  of 
a  traitor ;  revenged  he  would  be,  by  one  chimera  of 
imagination  or  other,  and  hamper  and  embark  her 
in  those  mortal  streights,  for  her  disdain,  that,  in 
spite  of  divine  symmetry  and  miniature,  into  her 
busky  grove  she  should  let  him  enter,  and  bid 
adieu,  sweet  Lord,  or  the  cramp  of  death  should 
wrest  her  heart-strings." 

This  speech  was  no  spirable  odour  to  the 
Achelous  of  her  audience ;  whereupon,  she  charged 
him,  by  the  extreme  lineaments  of  the  Erimanthean 
bear,  and  by  the  privy  fistula  of  the  Pierides,  to 
commit  no  such  excruciating  syllables  to  the  yield- 
ing air;  for  she  would  sooner  make  her  a  French 
hood  of  a  cowshard,^  and  a  gown  of  spider  s  webs, 
with  the  sleeves  drawn  out  with  cabbages,  than  be 
so  contaminated  any  more  with  his  abortive  loathly 
motives  :  With  this,  in  an  Olympick  rage,  he  calls 
for  a  clean  shirt,  and  puts  on  five  pair  of  buskins, 
and  seeketh  out  eloquent  Xenophon,  (out  of  whose 

CowsHARD. — Cowdung,  ,,^ 
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mouth  the  Muses  spoke,)  to  declaim,  in  open  court, 
against  her. 

The  action  is  entered,  the  complaint  of  her 
wintered  brows  presented,  of  a  violent  rape  of  his 
heart  she  is  indicted  and  convicted.  The  circum- 
stance that  follows  you  may  imagine  or  suppose; 
or,  without  supposing  and  imagining,  I  will  tell 
you,  the  nut  was  cracked,  the  strife  discussed,  and 
the  centre  of  her  heart  laid  open  ;  and,  to  this  wild 
of  sorrow  and  excruciament  she  was  confined, 
either  to  be  held  a  flat  thomback,  or  sharp  pricking 
dog-fish  to  the  public  weal,  or  seal  herself  close  to 
his  seal-skinned  riveled  lips,  and  suffer  herself,  as 
a  spirit,  to  be  conjured  into  the  hellish  circle  of 
his  embraces. 

It  would  not  be  good  cropshin.  Madam  Turbot 
could  not  away  with  such  a  dry  withered  carcass  to 
lie  by  her ;  currat  rex^  vivat  lex,  come  what  would, 
she  would  have  none  of  him ;  wherefore,  as  a 
poisoner  of  mankind  with  her  beauty,  she  was 
adjudged  to  be  boiled  to  death  in  hot  scalding 
water,  and  to  have  her  posterity  thoroughly  sauced, 
and  soused,  and  pickled  in  barrels  of  brinish  tears, 
so  ruthful  and  dolorous,  that  the  inhabitants  on  the 
Bosphorus  should  be  laxative  in  deploring  it  O! 
for  a  legion  of  mice-eyed  decipherers  and  calculators 
upon  characters,  now  to  augurate  what  I  mean  by 
this;   the  devil,  if  it  stood  upon  his  salvation,  can- 

I 
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not  do  it,  much  less  petty  devils,  and  crud 
Rhadamanths  upon  earth  (elsewhere  in  France  and 
Italy  subintelligitur^  and  not  in  our  auspicious 
island  climate)  men  that  have  no  means  to  purchase 
credit  with  their  prince,  but  by  putting  him  still  in 
fear,  and  beating  into  his  opinion,  that  they  are  the 
only  preservers  of  his  life,  in  sitting  up  night  and 
day  in  sifting  out  treasons,  when  they  are  the  most 
traitors  themselves,  to  his  life,  health,  and  quiet, 
in  continual  commacerating  him  with  dread  and 
terror ;  when,  but  to  get  a  pension,  or  bring  him  in 
their  debt  next  to  God,  for  upholding  his  vital  breath, 
it  is  neither  so,  nor  so,  but  some  fool,  some  drunken 
man,  some  madman  in  an  intoxicated  humour,  hath 
uttered  he  knew  not  what,  and  they  being  starved 
for  intelligence,  or  want  of  employment,  take  hold 
of  it  with  tooth  and  nail,  and,  in  spite  of  all  the 
waiters,  will  violently  break  into  the  King's  chamber, 
and  awake  him  at  midnight  to  reveal  it 

Say,  that  a  more  piercing  lynceous  sight  should 
dive  into  the  entrails  of  this  insinuating  parasite's 
knavery;  to  the  strapado  and  the  stretching  torture 
he  will  refer  it  for  trial,  and  there  either  tear  him 
limb  from  limb,  but  he  will  extract  some  capital 
confession  from  him,  that  shall  concern  the  Prince's 
life,  and  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  bring  himself  in 
such  necessary  request  about  his  Prince,  that  he 
may  hold  him  for  his  right  hand,  and  the  only  staff 
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of  his  royalty,  and  think  he  were  undone,  if  he  were 
without  him ;  when  the  poor  fellow,  so  tyrannously 
handled,  would  rather,  in  that  extremity  of  con- 
vulsion, confess  he  crucified  Jesus  Christ,  than  abide 
it  any  longer.  I  am  not  against  it  (for,  God  forbid 
I  should)  that  it  behoves  all  loyal,  true  subjects  to 
be  vigilant  and  jealous  for  their  Prince's  safety ;  and, 
certainly  too  jealous  and  vigilant  of  it  they  cannot 
be,  if  they  be  good  princes  that  reign  over  them,  nor 
use  too  many  means  of  disquisition  by  tortures,  or 
otherwise,  to  discover  treasons  pretended  against 
them ;  but,  upon  the  least  wagging  of  a  straw,  to 
put  them,  in  fear  where  no  fear  is,  and  make  a 
hurly-burly  in  the  realm  upon  had  I  wist,  not  so  much 
for  any  zeal  or  love  to  their  princes,  or  tender  care 
of  their  preservation,  as  to  pick  thanks  and  curry  a 
little  favour,  that  thereby  they  may  lay  the  founda- 
tion to  build  a  suit  on,  or  cross  some  great  enemy 
they  have,  I  will  maintain,  it  is  most  lewd  and 
detestable ;  I  accuse  none,  but  such  there  have  been 
belonging  to  princes  in  former  ages,  if  there  be  not 
at  this  hour. 

Stay,  let  me  look  about :  Where  am  I  .'*  In  my 
text,  or  out  of  it?  Not  out,  for  a  groat ;  Out,  for  an 
angel :  Nay,  I  will  lay  no  wagers,  for,  now  I  per- 
ponder  more  sadly  upon  it,  I  think  I  am  out 
indeed,  Bear  with  it ;  it  was  but  a  pretty  paren- 
thesis of  princes  and  their  parasites,  which  shall  do 
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you  no  harm,  for  I  will  cloy  you  with  Herring  before 
we  part 

Will  you  have  the  other  riddle  of  the  cropshin, 
to  make  up  the  pair  that  I  promised  you  ?  You 
shall,  you  shall  (not  have  it,  I  mean)  but  bear  with 
me,  for  I  cannot  spare  it,  and,  I  persuade  myself, 
you  will  be  well  contended  to  spare  it,  except  it 
were  better  than  the  former ;  and  yet,  I  pray  you, 
What  fault  can  you  find  with  the  former  ?  Hath  it 
any  more  sense  in  it,  than  it  should  have  ?  Is  it  not 
right  of  the  merry  cobbler's  cut,  in  the  witty  play  of 
"The  Case  is  Altered?"^ 

I  will  speak  a  proud  word,  though  it  may  be 
accounted  arrogancy  in  me  to  praise  my  own  stuff: 
If  it  be  not  more  absurd  than  Phillip's  Venus,  The 
White  Tragedy,  or  The  Green  Knight,  or  I  can  tell 
what  English  to  make  of  it  in  part,  or  in  whole,  I 
wish,  in  the  foulest  weather  that  is,  to  go  in  cut 
Spanish  leather  shoes,  or  silk  stockings,  or  to  stand 
bare-headed  to  a  nobleman,  and  not  get  of  him  the 
price  of  a  periwig  to  cover  my  bare  crown  ;  no,  not 
so  much  as  a  pipe  of  tobacco  to  raise  my  spirits,  and 
warm  my  brain. 

My  readers,  peradventure,  may  see  more  into  it 
than  I  can  ;   for,  in  comparison  of  them,  in  whatso- 


*Thb  Case  is  Altered.— A  comedy  attributed  to  Ben  Joosoa,   aad 
written  before  the  end  of  the  year  1599,  although  not  printed  till  ten  years  after. 
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ever  I  set  forth  I  am  (Bemardus  non  vidit  omnia)  as 
blind  as  blind  Bayard,  and  have  the  eyes  of  a 
beetle ;  nothing  from  them  is  obscure,  they  being 
quicker  sighted  than  the  sun,  to  espy  in  his  beams 
the  motes  that  are  not,  and  able  to  transform  the 
lightest  murmuring  gnat  to  an  elephant  Carp,  or 
descant  they,  as  their  spleen  moves  them,  my  spleen 
moves  me  not  to  defile  my  hands  with  them,  but  to 
fall  a  crash  more  to  the  Red- Herring. 

How  many  are  there  in  the  world,  that  childishly 
deprave  alchymy,  and  cannot  spell  the  first  letter  of 
it!  In  the  black  book  of  which  ignorant  band  of 
scorners,  it  may  be,  I  am  scored  up  with  the  highest : 
If  I  am,  I  must  entreat  them  to  wipe  me  out,  for  the 
Red- Herring  hath  lately  been  my  ghostly  father  to 
convert  me  to  their  faith ;  xh^probatum  est  of  whose 
transfiguration  ex  luna  in  solenty  from  his  dusky  tin 
hue  into  a  perfect  golden  blandishment,  only  by  the 
foggy  smoke  of  the  grossest  kind  of  fire  that  is, 
illumines,  my  speculative  soul,  what  much  more,  not 
sophisticate,  or  superficial  effects,  but  absolute,  essen- 
tial alterations  of  metals  there  may  be  made  by  an 
artificial,  repurified  flame,  and  divers  other  helps  of 
nature  added  besides. 

Cornelius  Agrippa  maketh  mention  of  some 
philosophers,  that  held  the  skin  of  the  sheep,  that 
bore  the  golden  fleece,  to  be  nothing  but  a  book  of 
alchymy  written  upon  it ;    so,  if  we  should  examine 
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matters  to  the  proof,  we  should  find  the  Red- 
Herring's  skin  to  be  little  less  :  The  accidence  of 
alchymy  I  will  swear  it  is,  be  it  but  for  that  experi- 
ment of  his  smoking  alone  ;  and,  (which  is  a  secret 
that  all  tapsters  will  curse  me  for  blabbing,)  in  his 
skin  there  is  plain  witchcraft ;  for,  do  but  rub  a  can, 
or  quart  pot  round  about  the  mouth  with  it,  let  the 
cunningest  lick-spiggot  swelt  his  heart  out,  the  beer 
shall  never  foam  or  froth  in  the  cup,  whereby  to 
deceive  men  of  their  measure,  but  be  as  settled  as  if 
it  stood  all  night 

Next,  to  draw  on  hounds  to  a  scent,  to  a  Red- 
Herring's  skin  there  is  nothing  comparable;  the 
round,  or  cob  of  it,  dried  and  beaten  to  powder,  is 
ipse  tile  against  the  stone ;  and,  of  the  whole  body  of 
it  itself,  the  finest  ladies  beyond  seas  frame  their 
kickshaws. 

The  rebel  Jack  Cade  was  the  first,  that  devised 
to  put  Red- Herrings  in  cades,^  and  from  him  thqr 
have  their  name.  Now,  as  we  call  it,  the  swinguig 
of  Herrings,  when  he  caded  them ;  so  in  a  halter  was 


^Cades. — A  cade  of  herrings,  a  cask  or  barrel  containing  six  hundred  of 
them,  from  which  keg  is  evidently  corrupted.  There  can  be  no  douU  that  it 
was  made  from  cadu8t  notwithstanding  Nash*s  fanciful,  or  rather  jocular  deri- 
vation, in  his  Lenten  Stuffy  or  Praise  of  the  Red-Herring,  Shakeg>eare 
has  turned  the  derivation  the  contrary  way : — 

"  Jack  Cade, — We,  John  Cade,  so  called  from  our  supposed  father 

**  IHck. — Or  rather  of  stealing  a  cade  of  herrings  (04106),*^ 

Nares'  €fU$$eay, 
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he  swung,  and  trussed  up  as  hard  and  round  as  any 
cade  of  Herrings  he  trussed  up  in  his  time,  and 
perhaps  of  his  being  so  swung  and  trussed  up, 
having  first  found  out  the  trick  to  cade  herring,  they 
would  so  much  honour  him  in  his  death,  as  not  only 
to  call  it  swinging,  but  cading  of  herring  also.  If 
the  text  will  bear  this,  we  will  force  it  to  bear  more, 
but  it  shall  be  but  the  weight  of  a  straw,  or  the 
weight  of  Jack  Straw  more,  who  with  the  same 
.Grceca  fdcy  I  marted  unto  you  in  the  former,  was 
the  first  that  put  the  Red- Herring  in  straw,  over 
head  and  ears  like  beggars,  and  the  fishermen  upon 
that  Jack-strawed  him  ever  after ;  and  some,  (for  he 
was  so  beggarly  a  knave  that  challenged  to  be  a 
gentleman,  and  had  no  wit  nor  wealth  but  what  he 
got  by  the  warm  wrapping  up  herring)  raised  this 
proverb  of  him,  "Gentleman  Jack  Herring  that  puts 
his  breeches  on  his  head,  for  want  of  wearing." 
Other  disgraceful  proverbs  of  the  Herring  there  are, 
as,  "Never  a  barrel  better  herring;  Neither  flesh  nor 
fish,  nor  good  Red- Herring,"  which  those,  that  have 
bitten  with  ill  bargains  of  either  sort,  have  dribbed 
forth  in  revenge,  and  yet  not  have  them  from  Yar- 
mouth ;  many  coast  towns,  besides  it,  enterprising 
to  cure,  salt,  and  pickle  up  herrings,  but  mar  them  ; 
because  they  want  the  right  feat,  how  to  salt  and 
season  them.  So  I  could  pluck  a  crow  with  poet 
Martial  for  calling  it  putre  haleCy  the   scald  rotten 
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herring;  but  he  meant  that  of  the  fat  restive  Scottish 
herrings,  which  will  endure  no  salt,  and  in  one 
month  (bestow  what  cost  on  them  you  will)  wax 
rammish,  if  they  be  kept ;  whereas  our  embarreled 
white  herrings,  flourishing  with  the  stately  brand  of 
Yarmouth  upon  them,  {scilicety  the  three  half  lions, 
and  three  half  fishes,  with  the  crown  over  their 
head,)  last  in  long  voyages,  better  than  the  Red- 
Herring,  and  not  only  are  famous  at  Rouen,  Paris, 
Dieppe,  and  Caen  (whereof  the  first,  which  is  Rouen, 
serveth  all  the  high  countries  of  France  with  it,  and 
Dieppe,  which  is  the  last  save  one,  victuals  all 
Picardy  with  it)  but  here  at  home  is  made  account 
of  like  a  Marquess,  and  received  at  court  right 
solemnly ;  I  care  not  much  if  I  rehearse  to  you  the 
manner,  and  that  is  thus : 

Every  year  about  Lent-Tide,  the  sheriffs  of  Nor- 
wich bake  certain  herring  pies,  (four  and  twenty  as  I 
take  it,)  and  send  them  as  a  homage  to  the  Lord  of 
Castor  hard  by  there,  for  lands  that  they  hold  of 
him ;  who  presently  upon  the  like  tenure,  in  bouncing 
hampers  covered  over  with  his  cloth  of  arms,  sees 
them  conveyed  to  the  Court  in  the  best  equipage; 
at  Court  when  they  are  arrived,  his  man  rudely 
enters  not  at  first,  but  knocketh  very  civilly,  and 
then  officers  come  and  fetch  him  in  with  torch-light, 
where,  having  disfraughted  and  unloaded  his 
l^S^gage,    to  supper  he  sets    him  down  like  a  lord. 
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with  his  wax  lights  before  him,  and  hath  his  mess  of 
meat  allowed  him  with  the  largest,  and  his  horses 
(quatenus  horses^  are  provendered  as  epicurely : 
After  this,  some  four  mark  fee  towards  his  charges 
is  tendered  him,  and  he  jogs  home  again  merrily. 

A  white  pickle  herring?  Why,  it  is  meat  for 
a  Prince.  Haunce  Vandervecke  of  Rotterdam,  (as  a 
Dutch  post  informed  me,)  in  bare  pickled  herring, 
laid  out  twenty  thousand  pounds,  the  last  fishing : 
He  had  lost  his  drinking  belike,  and  thought  to 
store  himself  of  medicines  enough  to  recover  it 

Noble  Caesarean  Charlemagne  Herring,  Pliny 
and  Gesner  were  to  blame  they  slubbered  thee  over 
so  negligently.  I  do  not  see  why  any  man  should 
envy  thee,  since  thou  art  none  of  these  Lurcones  or 
Epulones,  gluttons,  or  flesh-pots  of  Egypt  (as  one, 
that  writes  of  the  Christians  captivity  under  the 
Turk,  styleth  us  Englishmen)  nor  livest  thou  by  the 
unliving  or  eviscerating  of  others,  as  most  fishes  do, 
or  by  an  extraordinary  filth  whatsoever ;  but,  as  the 
chameleon  liveth  by  the  air,  and  the  salamander  by 
the  fire,  so  only  by  the  water  art  thou  nourished, 
and  nought  else,  and  must  swim  as  well  dead  as 
alive. 

Be  of  good  cheer,  my  weary  readers,  for  I  have 
espied  land,  as  Diogenes  said  to  his  weary  scholars, 
when  he  had  read  to  a  waste  leaf.  Fishermen,  I 
hope,  will  not  find  fault  with  me  for  fishing  before 
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the  net,  or  making  all  fish  that  comes  to  the  net  in 
this  history,  since,  as  the  Athenians  bragged,  they 
were  the  first  that  invented  wrestling;  and  one 
Erichthonius  amongst  them,  he  was  the  first  that 
joined  horses  in  collar-couples  for  drawing;  so  I 
am  the  first  that  ever  set  quill  to  paper  in  praise 
of  any  fish  or  fisherman. 

Not  one  of  the  poets  aforetime  could  give  you 
or  the  sea  a  good  word.     Ovid  saith, 

Nimium  ne  credite  panto. 

The  sea  is  a  slippery  companion,  take  heed  how  you 
trust  him. 

And  further, 

Perjurii  pcenas  repetit  tile  locus. 

It  is  a  place  like  hell,  good  for  nothing  but  to 

punish  perjurers : 
With  innumerable    invectives    more  against 
it,  throughout  in  every  book. 
Plautus,  in  his  Rudens,  bringeth  in  fishermen 
cowthring  and  quaking,  dung-wet  after  a  storm,  and 
complaining    their    miserable   case  in    this    form: 
Captamus  cibum  i  mart ;  si  eventus  non  venit,  nequc 
quicquam  captum  est  piscium,  salsi  lautique  domum 
redimus  clanculuMy  dorminus  inccenati:  "All  the  meat 
that  we  eat  we  catch  out  of  the  sea,  and  if  there  we 
miss,  well  washed  and  salted,  we  sneak  home  to  bed 
supperless ;"  and  upon  the  tail  of  it  he  brings  in  a 
parasite  that  flouteth  and  bourdeth  them  thus:  Heus 
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vos  famdica  gens  kominum^  ui  vivitis,  ut  peritis  ? 
Hough !  you  hunger-starved  gubbins,  or  offals  of 
men,  how  thrive  you  ?  how  perish  you  ?  And  they 
cringing  in  their  necks,  like  rats,  smothered  in  the 
hold,  poorly  replied,  Vivimus  fame,  speque  sittque, 
"  With  hunger  and  hope,  and  thirst,  we  content  our- 
selves." If  you  would  not  misconceit,  that  I 
studiouly  intended  your  defamation,  you  should  have 
thick  hail-shot  of  these. 

Not  the  lousy  riddle  wherewith  fishermen 
constrained,  some  say  Homer,  some  say  another 
philosopher,  to  drown  himself,  because  he  could  not 
expound  it,  but  should  be  dressed  and  set  before  you 
supemagulum^  with  eight  score  more  galliard  cross- 
points,  and  kickshiwinshes,  of  giddy  ear- wig  brains, 
were  it  not  I  thought  you  too  fretful  and  cholerick 
with  feeding  altogether  on  salt  meats,  to  have  the 
secrets  of  your  trade  in  publick  displayed.  Will 
this  appease  you,  that  you  are  the  predecessors  of 
the  Apostles,  who  were  poorer  fishermen  than  you  ? 
That,  fpr  your  seeing  wonders  in  the  deep,  you  may 
be  the  sons  and  heirs  of  the  prophet  Jonas ;  that 
you  are  all  cavaliers  and  gentlemen,  since  the  king 
of  fishes  vouchsafed  you  for  his  subjects ;  that,  for 
your  selling  smoke,  you  may  be  courtiers,  for  your 
keeping  of  fasting  days  friar  observants ;  and  lastly, 
that,  look  in  what  town  there  is  the  sign  of  the  three 
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mariners,  the  huff-cappest^  drink  in  that  house  you 
shall  be  sure  of  always. 

No  more  can  I  do  for  you  than  I  have  done, 
were  you  my  God-children  every  one  :  God  make 
you  his  children,  and  keep  you  from  the  Dun- 
kirkers,  and  then,  I  doubt  not  but,  when  you  are 
driven  into  harbour  by  foul  weather,  the  cans 
shall  walk  to  the  health  of  "  Nashe's  Lenten  Stuff, 
or  the  Praise  of  the  Red- Herring"  ;  and  even  those 
that  attend  upon  the  pitch  kettle,  will  be  drunk  to 
to  my  good  fortunes  and  recommendums.  One  boon 
you  must  not  refuse  me  in  (if  you  be  boni  socia  and 
sweet  Olivers)  that  you  let  not  your  rusty  swords 
sleep  in  their  scabbards,  but  lash  them  out  in  my 
quarrel  as  hotly,  as  if  you  were  to  cut  cables,  or  hew 
the  main-mast  over  board,  when  you  hear  me  mangled 
and  torn  in  men's  mouths  about  this  playing  with  a 
shuttlecock,  or  tossing  empty  bladders  in  the  air. 

Alas !  poor  hunger-starved  muse,  we  shall  have 
some  spawn  of  a  goose-quill,  or  overworn  pander, 
quirking  and  girding,  "  Was  it  so  hard  driven  that  it 
had  nothing  to  feed  upon  but  a  Red-Herring?" 
Another  drudge  of  the  pudding-house  (all  whose 
lawful  means  to  live  by  throughout  the  whole  year 
will  scarce  purchase  him  a  Red- Herring)  says  I 
might  as  well  have  writ  of  a  dog's  turd,  (in  his  teeth 

*Huff-Cap. —Strong  ale.      "  These  men  hale  at  At/ c<jp  till  they  be  red 
as  cocks,  and  little  wber  than  their  combs." — HarrUofCt  England  p.  2Qa. 
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sir-reverence.)  But,  let  none  of  these  scum  of  the 
suburbs  be  too  vinegar  tart  with  me  ;  for,  if  they  are, 
rU  take  mine  oath  upon  a  Red-Herring  and  eat  it, 
to  prove  that  their  fathers,  their  grandfathers,  and 
their  great  grandfathers,  or  any  other  of  their  kin, 
were,  scullions  dishwash,  and  dirty  draff  and  swill 
set  against  a  Red- Herring.  The  puissant  Red- 
Herring,  the  golden  Hesperides  Red- Herring,  the 
Maeonian  Red-Herring,  the  Red-Herring  of  Red- 
Herring's  Hall,  every  pregnant  peculiar  of  whose 
resplendent  laud  and  honour,  to  delineate  and  adum- 
brate to  the  ample  life,  were  a  work  that  would 
drink  dry  fourscore  and  eighteen  Castilian  fountains 
of  eloquence,  consume  another  Athens  of  facundity 
and  abate  the  haughtiest  poetical  fury  betwixt  this 
and  the  burning  zone  and  the  tropick  of  Cancer. 
My  conceit  is  cast  into  a  sweating  sickness,  with 
ascending  these  few  steps  of  his  renown  ;  into  what 
a  hot  broiling  Saint  Laurence's  fever  would  it 
relapse  then,  should  I  spend  the  whole  bag  of  my 
wind  in  climbing  up  to  the  lofty  mountain  crest  of 
his  trophies  ?  But  no  more  wind  will  I  spend  on  it 
but  this :  Saint  Denis  for  France,  Saint 
James  for  Spain,  Saint  Patrick  for 
Ireland,  Saint  George  for 

England,   and  the 

RED-HERRING  FOR 

YARMOUTH. 
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TOM  NASH  HIS   GHOST. 

Of  this  (rMA«fr#  wt  praBcnt  our  readeis  with  a  wofd-fer-fpoid  aa4 
"RiADABLK  Reprint''  transcribed  from  a  cc^y  in  the  British  Hnsan. 
It  is  bound  up  with  a  volume  of  Nash's  pieces,  induding  Dr.  Gabrid 
Harvey's  "The  Trimming  of  Thomas  Nash,"  &c 

Of  "  The  Ghost "  or  its  author  we  have  not  as  yet  found  any  particalais» 
although  we  have  consulted  Watt,  Collier,  Ritson,  Hazlitt,  and  the  Indexa 
to  Notes  and  Queries.  But  we  fear  the  uneardung  of  the  writer  is  lather  a 
difficult  task,  as  there  was  such  a  doud  of  controversialists  in  those  days  that 
nobody  appears  to  hkve  taken  die  troaUe  of  handing  the  names  of  half  of  th^ 
down  to  posterity.  Should  any  particulars  be  found  on  the  subject,  we  pro- 
pose to  give  them  in  our  next  Pait,  and  so  printed  that  they  can  be  placed  in 
the  proper  position  by  the  Binder  on  the  completion  of  a  volume  of  "Tbx 
Old  Book  Collector's  MiscxLLamr." 

The  ascribing  the  authorship  of  <*  Pap  with  a  ffatehet"  to  Tom  Na^ 
at  so  distant  a  period  from  the  present,  was  in  itself  sufficiently  tempdog  to 
lead  us  to  reproduce  "  The  Ghost,"  and  more  particularly  as  we  have  "*«T^f^ 
and  annotated  that  "  Martin  Mar^Prelate "  Tract  for  puUicatioQ  in  ov 
Miscellany. 
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Tom  NASH  his  Ghost  : 

To  the  three  scurvy  Fellowes  of  the  upstart 

Family  of  the  Snufflers,  Rufflers  and  Shufflers ;   the 

thrice  Treble-troublesome  Scufflers  in  the  Church 

and  State^  the  onely  lay  Ecclesi-Ass^  I  call 

GENEBALLI88IM0'  8. 

Being  like  Jobu  3.    Comfartert,  or  the   Chwehei  3.   Anti-Diioipleit  the 

ClergUi  3.  Perseevtert,  the  Statet  3.  Sbrt-leeehet,  the  IHvelt  3. 

Chaplainei;  namely  the  Anabaptist,  the  2A» 

hertindf  and  the  Bronniit, 

Written  by  Tlumai  Noih  his  Qhott^  with  Pap  with  a  Hatchet,  a  little 

revised  since  the  3a  Yeare  of  the  late  Qu,  JElizaheths  Reigne 

when  Martin  Mar-Prelate  was  as  mad  as  any 

of  his  Iktb-men  are  now. 


Printed  first  at  York,  and  since  reprinted 
^t  London,    id^p. 
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Tom  NASH  HIS  Ghost. 

I  am  a  Ghost,  and  Ghosts  do  fear  no  laws  ; 

Nor  do  they  care  for  popular  applause : 

I  liv'd  a  Poet  poor,  long  time  ago  ; 

And  (living  a  poor  Poet^  /  died  so. 

The  thirtieth  year  of  blest  Eliza's  reign 

I  had  a  yerkingy  fir  king y  jerking  vein  ; 

In  those  days,  we  had  desperate  m^lmen  here 

Who  did  the  Queen,  State^  Church  and  Kingdom  jeer. 

And  now  a  crew  are  up  as  wise  a^  those 

Who  do  all  Rule  and  Government  oppose. 

In  those  days  I  did  bring  those  men  in  frame; 

And  now  my  Ghost  is  come  to  do  the  same 

Their  leaders  were  calVd  Martins ;  but  I  call 

These  fellows  Swallows,  th^  would  swallow  all. 

I  then  did  gall  their  Galls,  and  spright  their  spright, 

I  made  the  nests  of  Martins  take  their  flight ; 

But  first  they  had  dispersed  their  fond  opinions, 

In  sundry  places  of  the  Queen's  dominions. 

Which  (like  Impostumes^  not  well  cur'd  at  first. 

Corrupted  ever  since,  doth  now  out-burst. 

Wherefore  my  airy  Ghost  shall  undertctke 

Once  more  to  try  a  perfect  cure  to  make; 

For  (being  now  invisible,  a  Spirit) 

I  cut  through  th*  air,  and  in  the  earth  canferrit, 

And  in  an  auger  hole  myself  can  hide 

And  hear  their  knaveries  and  spy  unspied. 

My  lines  are  sharp,  bat  charity's  my  ground. 

My  aim  is  to  conform  not  to  confound 

But  if  my  labour  prove  to  be  in  vain 

My  Ghost  shall  (whence  it  came)  return  again. 

......y  Google 
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TOM    NASH 
HIS 

GHOST. 

APPEARING 

To  the   Anabaptist,   the   Libertine,   and  the 
BROWN  1ST. 


1 T  were  a  troublesome  and  tedious  business 
for  general  counsel  (with  the  help  of  all 
the  universities)  to  give  these  whom  I 
write  to,  correspondent  epithets,  names, 
titles,  and  tittle-tattles  that  may  be 
suitable  to  their  education  and  continual 
practice,  for  as  when  monopolies  and  projects  did 
oppress  and  molest  this  kingdom  like  swarms  of 
caterpillars ;  in  which  unjust  designs  too  many  crafty 
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companions  did  abuse  the  king's  name,  in  playing 
the  knaves,  to  the  mighty  and  intolerable  general 
injury  of  his  Majesty,  and  all  his  subjects  :  So  these 
locusts  are  crawled  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  and 
under  the  blessed  name  of  God  they  do  play  the 
devil  incarnate- 
It  is  to  be  wondered  at,  what  wondrous  pains 
they  take  to  do  wickedly;  how  their  unholy  and 
crooked  imaginations  have  pumped  into  their 
impious  fancies  the  false  conceptions  of  some 
virtuous  matter  ;  then  are  they  in  extreme  pain  and 
travail  till  they  are  delivered  from  the  abortive 
issue  of  their  addle  brains  :  for  which  (although 
they  have  no  acceptance  from  God,  nor  thanks  from 
good  men  but  rather  hatred  from  all)  yet  out 
their  stinking  stuff  must,  or  the  musty  verse  must 
break  or  crack  all  the  hoops,  or  the  devil  perhaps 
may  want  his  due  if  authority  be  not  reviled  against, 
and  along  schismatical  oration  hypocritically  stretched 
out  to  the  rabble  of  their  disobedient  and  unlicked 
auditors,  who  out  of  their  deep  ignorance  do  extol 
the  vapourous  matter,  with  a  wire-drawn  speech 
and  louting  courtesy,  bless  them  for  that  day's 
exercise,  in  inveighing  so  vehemently  and  bitterly 
against  all  rule  and  government  in  Church  and 
State ;  when  indeed  his  admired  mouth  better 
deserved  the  help  of  Doctor  Executioner,  that  he 
might  wipe  it  with  a  hempen  wisp. 
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Their  tongues  have  been  the  wedges/  their 
heads  the  beetles,  and  their  pens  the  axes  that  have 
split,  rent  and  cloven  all  our  blessed  peace,  content 
and  happiness  which  we  lately  enjoyed  :  their  books 
have  been  shot  (like  Bolts)  whereby  this  kingdom's 
disgrace  is  not  only  overspread  over  itself ;  but  also 
our  dishonour  is  scattered  over  the  face  of  all 
Christendom  ;  and  though  they  be  so  ignorant  that 
they  cannot  dispute  with  a  sexton ;  yet  they  will 
take  upon  them  to  displace  a  bishop  and  learned 
divines,  and  place  in  their  room  weavers  and  wire- 
drawers. 

But  the  wisdom  of  these  Martinists  I  will 
answer,  that  bishops  have  been  erroneous,  negligent, 
proud,  contentious,  covetous,  uncharitable,  ambitious, 
&C.*,  all  which  is  granted,  but  it  is  not  granted  that 
all  bishops  have  been  so  (nor  at  least  so  bad  as 
these  fellows  would  make  them)  as  men  are  men, 
so  men  are  subject  to  error  and  failing :  if  some 
great  men  in  high  and  eminent  places  have  done 
amiss,  doth  it  stand  with  your  witless  reasons  to 
quite  to  overthrow  and  cast  down  their  high 
callings,  functions  and  necessary  offices  :  some 
judges  perhaps  have  done  corruptly ;    ergo  we  will 


*Their  Tongues  have  been  Wedges,  Ac — "To  make  your  tongue 
the  wedge,  and  your  head  the  beetle.  .  .  .  Nay,  if  you  shoot 
books  like  fool's  bolts."— See  Dedication  to  "Pap  with  a  Hatchet; 
being  a  reply  to  Martin  Mar-Prelate,"  (about)  1589. 
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have  no  more  judges  :  you  may  better  ai^e,  that 
many  Separatists  are  malicious  or  ignorant  knaves, 
and  therefore  we  would  have  no  more  Separatist 
This  were  to  be  as  wise,  as  he  that  pulled  down  hk 
house,  because  there  was  one  old  rotten  post  in  it, 
or  that  all  your  tribe  should  have  no  easier  cure  for 
the  tooth-ache,  but  by  knocking  out  your  brains : 
No,  no,  my  friends  (afar  ofif)  there  is  no  doubt  but 
if  the  State  were  settled  (which  by  your  Sectaries 
have  too  much  disturbed)  there  are  (under  God) 
Parliamental  Chirurgeons  and  Physicians  that  with 
his  Royal  Majesty's  most  humble,  hearty,  loyal  and 
all  desired  assistance  and  protection,  would  soon 
recover  this  almost  gangrened  Chiirch  and  Com- 
monwealth to  its  former  health,  and  most  renowned 
reputation  and  dignity. 

I  would  wish  these  shuttle-heads  that  desire  to 
rake  in  the  embers  of  rebellion,  to  give  over  blowing 
the  coals  too  much,  lest  the  sparks  fly  in  their  faces, 
or  the  ashes  choke  them  :  some  of  them  have  made 
such  hot  work  already  with  tutoring  their  tutors, 
that  their  own  lips  are  burnt :  It  is  well-known  that 
their  magnified  teachers  have  three  several  times  in 
the  presence  of  God  taken  their  oaths,  wherein 
they  have  vowed  all  Canonical  obedience,  and  they 
ought  to  observe  the  said  oaths,  till  such  time  as  the 
wisdom  of  that  power  and  authority  which  ordained 
these  oaths  do  alter  or  abrogate  the  same  as  occa- 
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sions  may  require.  But  though  they  seemed 
constantly  to  swear  obedience  to  those  venerable 
edicts  of  jdie  church;  yet  it  is  found  that  their 
humble  submission  was  but  dissembling  intrusion  ; 
and  now  they  are  possessed  of  their  pulpits,  they 
take  great  care  that  no  learned  conformable  preacher 
shall  come  there  at  any  time,  for  fear  that  if  truth 
come  onc^  to  light,  then  their  cake  will  be  dough, 
and  they  being  once  discovered  to  their  auditors 
(especially  their  good  dames)  may  happen  to  want 
their  pudding,  bacon,  with  other  good  cheer, 
besides  some  other  courtesies  at  conventicles. 

Thus,  when  these  extraordinary  qualified 
Theologues  are  mounted  in  their  thrones,  a  Popish 
priest  can  hardly  out-do  him  in  strange  postures,  as 
in  lifting  up  the  pureness  of  the  whitest  whiteness 
of  his  eyes ;  then  mark  how  he  displays  his  arms  as 
if  he  were  swimming  ;  also  the  terrible  assault  and 
battery  that  the  poor  cushion  endures,^  the  hawkings, 
hemmings,  hummings,  coughings,  spittings  (with 
other  parenthesis  while  there  is  more  matter  a 
pumping)  besides  the  terrible  thundering  voice 
against  our  church-liturgy,  although  they  do  know 
that  they  lie,  and  that  that  book  was  approved  of 
by  the  learned  Calvin  and  all  the  reverend  fathers 
of  the  blessed  reformation  in  King  Edward* s  reign. 
That  five   martyred  bishops,  (namely.    Archbishop 

See  Bttt!er's  **  Hudibras,"  Part  i,  canto  i,  lines  9—12. 
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Cranmer,  Bishop  Ridley,  BislTbp  Latitner^  Bishop 
Hooper,  Bishop  Farrar,  with  many  more  godly  men 
and  glorious  Martyrs,  (whom  the  Papists  most 
cruelty  burnt  and  persecuted ;  yet  they  all  at  their 
very  deaths  did  acknowledge  our  church  liturgy,  or 
common-prayer  book,  and  sealed  their  faiths 
with  their  bloods,  by  the  Papists'  tyranny  ;  and  is  it 
possible  that  any  should  be  so  shameless  as  to  say 
that  book  is  Popish  now. 

The  said  book  was  suppressed  in  Queen  Marys 
reign  because  it  was  not  Popish :  The  said  book 
was  not  Popish  in  all  the  happy  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  nor  was  it  esteemed  either  Popish  or 
Romish  in  all  the  reign  of  King  y antes:  in  both 
the  times  of  these  three  mighty  princes  (of  ever- 
blessed  memory)  and  till  within  these  three  or  four 
years,  there  hath  scarcely  been  heard  of  any  learned 
or  religious  minded  Protestant  that  did  ever  hold 
that  book  to  be  stuffed  with  Romish  rags  of  Popery, 
although  some  things  in  it  may  be  amended,  and 
some  things  quite  omitted. 

But  you  have  such  nice  stomachs  that  nothing 
will  drown  with  you  except  it  be  sauced  with  dis- 
obedience and  contention,  you  being  such  odd 
fellows  whom  learning,  wit,  sense  or  reason  can  by 
no  means  satisfy.  Whips  are  for  slaves  and  not 
swords,  and  it  is  fit  that  such  as  wisdom  cannot 
satisfy,  should  have  their  mouths  bunged  up  with 
jeers,    will  nothing   agree  with    your  appetites,    or 
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relish  well  in  yoxir  palates,  but  the  bare-rib  of  a 
bishop,  or  the  jowl  of  a  judge :  truly  I  hold  it 
better  that  so  that  some  of  you  were  taken  away 
with  Gregories  Voyder;^  the  season  is,  there  are 
caps  with  four  comers,  and  those  you  distaste;  there 
are  creatures  to  be  met  in  one  comer,  hold  there ; 
and  there  is  a  tree  near  Paddington  with  three 
comers  ;*  but  no  more  of  that  (I  pray)  though  it  is 
necessary  that  some  of  you  should  escape  no  worse. 
I  am  so  clear-sighted  that  I  can  see  through 
the  very  veins  and  sinews  of  your  consciences ;  for 
your  religions  you  may,  (many  of  you)  cast   cross 


Kx&BGORis's  VoYDBR.— Gregory  Brandon,  the  common  hangman,  suc- 
ceeded Derrick,  whose  pupil  and  assistants  he  seems  to  have  been  in  his 
declining  years.  In  a  paper  called  the  PcurUctmenta/ry  Kite,  1648,  is  the 
following: — 

"  What  would  you  say  to  see  them  fall, 

With  both  their  houses  vile ; 

Because  they  have  deceived  us  all, 

Now  Gr^;ory  theyll  beguile." 

This  functionary  was  very  popular  in  his  calling.    The  gallows  was  sometimes 

called  by  his  Christian  name  : — 

"and  he 

Doth  fear  his  fate  from  the  Oregorian  tree." 

Gregoiy  Brandon  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Richard,  the  infamous  butcher  of 

Charles  L 

•A  Tree  with  Three  Corners. —The  gallows  at  Tyburn  formerly 
consisted  of  three  posts,  over  which  were  laid  three  transverse  beams.  This 
clumsy  machine  gave  place  to  an  elegant  (I)  contrivance,  called  "The  New 
Drop,"  by  which  the  use  of  that  vulgar  vehicle  a  cart,  or  mechanical  instru- 
ment a  ladder,  was  avoided ;  the  criminals  being  left  suspended  by  the 
dropping  down  of  that  part  of  the  floor  on  which  they  stand.  You  will  ride 
a  wooden  horse,  or  the  three-legged  mare,  were  common  expressions, 
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and  pile>  and  for  your  just  dealing  you  may  play  at 
My  Sow's  Pigged.^  Therefore  it  is  wholesonte  for 
tbe  times  that  such  cocks  as  you  should  be  fet  blood 
ia  the  comb. 

It  is  a  marvel  that  most  of  your  perverse  secb 
havenot  wry  mouths,  for  very  few  of  you  do  8peak  rigbl 
at  any  time  but  out  of  the  concupiscence  of  yoor 
consciences,  and  the  learning  you  are  indued  withal 
in  Crooked- Lane  Latin  hath  got  you  with  child  with 
rebellion ;  and  being  with  child  you  long  to  swallow 
churches  and  devour  authority^  but  you  will  be  told 
one  time  or  other  that  there  \%  some  odds  betwixt 
learning  and  libeling. 

I  know  some  that  will  do  their  iU-good  will  to 
outlaw  my  soul  for  writing  this,  and  they  will  serve 
an  execution  of  damnation  upon  me,  but  if  I  be  of 
their  coining  I  will  meet  them  with  such  a  powder 
that  shall  make  their  bones  to  rattle  in  their  skins 
like  three  blue  beans  in  a  blue  bladder  rattle  bladder 
rattle.^ 


*My  Sow's  Pigged. — A  very  old  game,  being  mentioned  in  Tajkrt 
Motto,  1622.  It  is  thus  alluded  to  in  Poor  Robin's  AlnMWcfr,  1734  :  *^Tbe 
lawyers  play  at  beggar  my  neighbour ;  the  schoolmastcn  pli^  •!  qsMlMM 
and  commands  ;  the  farmers  play  at  my  90w'$  pigg'd,** 

'Three  Blue  Beans,  &c — What  is  the  origin  of  this  ^idiaasical  coi^ 
bination  of  words,  it  may  not  now  be  easy  to  discover,  unless  wc  wifrow  it 
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And  for  a  conclusion,  It  is  as  lawful,  for  honest 

men  by   either  speaking    or   writing   to  make  the 

malicious  facts  and  acts  of  knaves  known,  as  it  is 

for  knaves  to  slander  and  abuse  honest  men  ;    and 

most  certain  it  is  that  the  leaders  of  these  factions  do 

know  they  are  out  of  the  way,  and  would  be  glad  to 

return  again  (were  it  not  for  some  worldly 

respects)   for  which   causes   they   must 

impudently   go    on,  according 

to  the  old  proverb  over 

shoes,    over 

boots. 


invented  to  create  a  difficulty  in  repeating  the  alliteration  distinctly.      It  is  at 
least  of  long  standing. 

i'.— Hark,  does't  rattle? 

S. — Yes,  like  three  blue  beans  in  a  blue  bladder,  rattle,  bladder,  rattle. 

Old  Fortunatus,  Atic,  Dr.  iii,  p.  128. 
Prior  has  in  his  Alma  : — 

•*  They  say — 

That  putting  all  his  words  together, 

'Tis  three  blue  beans  in  one  blue  bladder." 

Canto  i,  v.  25. 
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MERRY  CONCEITED  JESTS 


or 


GEORGE  PEELE,   GENTLEMAN, 

SOMETIME  STUDENT  IN  OXFORD, 

WHXRSIN  IS  SHOWED 


THE  COURSE  OF  HIS  LIFE,  HOW  HE 
LIVED : 

A   BiAN  VERY  WELL  KNOWN   IN  THE    CITY    OF   LONDON, 
AND  ELSEWHERE. 


Bay,  read,  and  jndge, 
The  price  do  not  grudse ; 
It  wul  do  thee  more  jSeasnre 
Than  twice  so  much  treasure. 


Edited  by  CHARLES  HINDLEY. 

LONDON  I 

REEVES    AND    TURNER, 

196,   STRAND, 

(Opposite  St  Gement  Danes  Church), 

1871. 
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Of  Pecle's  Jests  (?)  the  late  Rev.  Alexander  Dyce,  in  his  careful  and 
elaborate  edition  of  Peele's  Works,  published  by  Pickering  in  two  volumes 
in  1828,  and  a  second  in  1829,  to  which  in  1839  was  added  a  third  volume, 
containing  a  reprint  of  Sir  Clyomon  and  Clamadei,  1599,  says  : — "  The 
tract  entitled  Merrie  Conceited  legts^  of  George  Peele*  professes  to  give  an 
account  of  '  the  course  of  his  life,  how  he  lived,  a  man  very  well  known  in  the 
city  of  London  and  elsewhere.'  It  represents  him  as  a  low  and  vulgar  sharper, 
who  scrupled  not  to  raise  money  by  the  most  fraudulent  methods  and  ridiculous 
rogueries ;  it  tells  us  that  he  resided  at  the  Bankside,  over  against  Blackfriars, 
that  he  had  a  wife,  and  that  his  daughter  of  ten  years  old  sometimes  assisted 
him  in  his  knavish  tricks ;  and  though  it  says  nothing  of  his  personal  appear- 
ance, it  affords  the  important  information  that  his  voice  'was  more  woman 
than  man.'  This  tract  I  regard  as  a  work  of  fiction,  containing  a  slight 
admixture  of  truth  :  I  apprehend  that  but  few  of  the  adventures'  it  relates 
have  any  foundation  on  incidents  in  the  life  of  Peele,  and  that  his  notorious 
name  was  given  to  its  hero  solely  with  the  view  of  ensuring  its  popularity. 

^By  Jests  we  are  to  understand  amunng  doings  as  well  as  sayings* 

'This  pamphlet  (a  thin  4to)  probably  appeared  soon  after  Peele's  death, 
though  the  earliest  known  edition  of  it  bears  the  date  1607.     It  was  printed 
again  in  1626,  1627,  1657,  and  1671  ;   and  there  is  an  edition  without  a  date, 
published  by  "  Henry  Bell,''''  of  which  a  reprint  was  given  in  1809.     Anthony 
Wood  notices  "  his  (Peek's)  book  of  jests  or  dinsbes,  which  at  length  was 
sold  on  the  stalls  of  ballad-mongers."    Ath,  Oxon,  vol.  i,  col.  688,  ed,  Bliss. 
I  find  it  thus  mentioned,  among  the  most  fiunous  productions  of  the  kind,  in 
the  lines  prefixed  to  the  fourth  edition  of  A  Banquet  of  Jests^  1634  : 
**  Pasquel's  conceits  are  poore,  and  Scoggins*  dri, 
Skelton's  meere  rime,  once  read,  but  now  laid  by, 
PeeWs  Jetts  are  old,  and  Tarleton's  are  growne  stale." 

"The  story  headed  "  The  Jest  of  Geoige  and  the  Barber  "  was  probably 
founded  on  fact,  as  we  meet  with  it  dramatised  in  a  comedy  called  The 
Pwritainot  or  the  Widdaw  of  Watling  Streete,  rvritten  by  W.  8,,  1607. 
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Nor  ought  we  to  be  surprised  that  such  a  liberty  was  taken  with  the  name  d 
a  dissipated  dramatist,  when  we  remember  that  one  of  Scotland's  mas 
illustrious  sons — a  man  of  rare  erudition  and  of  true  poetic  genius — has  beet 
metamorphosed  into  'The  King's  Fool/  in  a  chap-book  entitled  '  The  Jests 
of  George  Budianan,'  which  still  finds  many  readers  among  the  peasantiy  of 
the  north,  who  receive  it,  with  all  its  absurdities,  as  an  authentic  recoid. " 

Robert  Bell,  in  his  "  English  Poets,"  gives  the  following  brief  biogiaphial 
sketch  of  Peele  : — "  George  Peele  was  a  native  of  Devonshire:  His  niiae 
appears  in  the  Matriculation  Book  of  Oxford  as  a  member  of  Broadgates  HaM 
(now  Pembroke  CoU^e)  in  1564,  and  Mr.  Dyce,  assuming  him  to  have  beea 
at  least  twelve  or  thirteen  when  he  was  entered,  places  his  birth  about  1552 
or  1553.  While  he  was  at  the  University,  Wood  tells  us  that  he  was  estcciBfd 
a  most  noted  poet  In  1577  he  took  his  Bachelor's  degree,  and  was  made 
Master  of  Arts  in  1579,  alter  which  he  went  up  to  London,  and  became  a 
writer  for  the  theatre.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  appeared  ooci- 
sionally  on  the  stage ;  but  he  certainly  did  not  follow  it  as  a  profession.  His 
intimate  associates  were  Nash,  Marlowe,  and  Greene,  the  most  profligate  nea 
of  genius  of  the  time  :  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  acquainted  witk 
Shakespeare,  Jonson,  and  their  contemporaries,  who  were  coming  in  at  the 
dose  of  his  career.  Peele  appears  to  have  abandoned  himself  to  the  wont 
excesses  of  the  town,  and  to  have  shortened  his  life  by  dissipation,  if  a  course 
allusion  to  him  by  Frauds  Meres  may  be  credited.  The  date  of  his  death  is 
unknown ;  but  as  Meres'  reference  to  it  was  printed  in  1598,  it  must  have 
taken  place  in  or  before  that  year.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  onr  poea 
who  imparted  form  and  power  to  the  drama,  was  one  of  the  contributors  to  the 
Phcmiw  Nett,  and  in  addition  to  numerous  small  pieces  and  Pageants^  wrote 
several  plays,  only^five  of  which  have  come  down  to  us.  Of  the  remainder, 
few,  probably,  were  printed,  and  these  are  supposed  to  have  been  destroyed 
in  the  fire  of  London  in  1666," 
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CONCEITED 

I  E  S  T  S, 

OF    GEORGE   PEELE    GEN- 
TLEMAN, SOMETIMES  STV- 
DENT  IN  Oxford. 

Wherein    is   shewed   the   course   of  his    life, 

how  he  lived:    a  man  very  well  knowne  in 
the  City  of  London,  and  elsewhere. 


Buy,  reade,  and  iudge, 
The  price  doe  not  grudge  : 
It  will  doe  thee  more  pleasure. 
Than  twice  so  much  treasure. 


LONDON, 

Printed  for  Henry  Bell,  dwelling  in  the  Little 
Old  Baily  in  Eliots  Court. 
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The  Jests  of  George    Peele,    with 
four  of  his  Companions  at  Brentford} 


^EORGE,  with  others  of  his  associates, 
being  merry  together  at  the  tavern, 
having  more  store  of  coin  than  usually 
they  did  possess,  although  they  were 
as  regardless  of  their  silver,  as  a  garden 
whore  is  of  her  honesty,  yet  they  intended 
for  a  season  to  become  good  husbands,  if  they  knew 
how  to  be  sparing  of  that  their  pockets  were  then 
furnished  withal :  Five  pounds  they  had  amongst 
them,  and  a  plot  must  be  cast  how  they  might  be 
merry  with  extraordinary  cheer  three  or  four  days, 
and  keep  their  five  pounds  whole  in  stock  :  George 
Peele  was  the  man  must  do  it,  or  none,  and  generally 
they  conjured  him  by  their  loves,  his  own  credit,  and 
the  reputation  that  went  on  him,  that  he  would  but 
in  this  show  his  wit :  and  withal  he  should  have  all 


^Brainford  is  used  throughoat  this  and  the  following  Jest  (?)  for  Brent* 
ford  in  the  old  copy* 
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the  furtherance  that  in  them  lay.  George  as  easy  as 
they  earnest  to  be  won  to  such  an  exploit,  om- 
sented,  and  gathered  their  money  together,  and 
gave  it  all  to  George^  who  should  be  their  piu-se- 
bearer,  and  the  other  four  should  seem  as  servants 
to  George  Peele ;  and  the  better  to  colour  it,  they 
should  go  change  their  cloaks,  the  one  like  the 
other,  so  near  as  they  could  possible  :  the  which  at 
BelzebuUs  brother  the  brokers,  they  might  quickly 
do :  This  was  soon  accomplished,  and  George  was 
furnished  with  his  black  satin  suit  and  a  pair  of 
boots,  which  were  as  familiar  to  his  legs,  as  the 
pillory^  to  a  baker's  or  collier's  neck,  and  be 
sufficiently  possessed  his  friends  with  the  whole  scope 
of  his  intent,  as,  gentle  Reader,  the  sequel  will 
show.  Instantly  they  took  a  pairs  of  oars,  whose 
arms  were  to  make  a  false  gallop  no  further  than 
Brentford,  where  their  fare  was  paid  them  so 
liberally,  that  each  of  them  the  next  tide  to  London 
purchased  two  new  waistcoats,  yet  should  these 
good  benefactors  come  to  their  usual  places  d 
trade,  and  if  they  spy  a  better  fare  than  their  own, 
that  haply  the  gentleman  hath  more  mind  to  go 
withal,  they  will  not  only  fall  out  with  him  that  is 


*The  Pillory,  which  was  a  mode  of  punishment  for  crimes  by  piil£c 
exposwe  of  the  offender,  and  used  for  many  centuries  in  most  of  the  comitxks 
of  Europe,  under  various  names,  was  abolished  in  Great  Britain  in  1837,  bjtbe 
statute  I  Vic.  c.  23. 
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of  their  own  sweet  transporters,  as  they  are :  but 
abuse  the  fair  with  foul  speeches,  as,  a  pox,  or  the 
devil  go  with  you,  as  their  Godfather  Charon  the 
ferryman  of  hell  hath  taught  them.  I  speak  not  this 
of  all,  but  of  some  that  are  brought  up  in  the  east, 
some  in  the  west,  some  in  the  north ;  but  most  part 
in  the  south  :  but  for  the  rest  they  are  honest  com- 
plete men,  leaving  them  to  come  to  my  honest  George, 
who  is  now  merry  at  the  Three  Pigeons  in  Brentford} 
with  sack  and  sugar,  not  any  wine  wanting,  the 
musicians  playing,  my  host  drinking,  my  hostess 
dancing  with  the  worshipful  Justice,  for  so  then  he 
was  termed,  and  his  mansion  house  in  Kent,  who 
came  thither  of  purpose  to  be  merry  with  his  men, 
because  he  could  not  so  conveniently  near  home, 
by  reason  of  a  shrewish  wife  he  had :  my  gentle 
hostess  gave  him  all  the  entertainment  her  house 
could  afford  ;  for  Master  Peele  had  paid  royally,  for 

*Thb  Three  Pigeons  in  Brentford,  **is  a  house  of  interest,  as  being 
in  all  likelihood  one  of  the  few  haunts  of  Shakespeare  now  remaining;  as 
being,  indeed,  the  sole  Elizabethian  tavern  existing  in  England,  which,  in  the 
absence  of  direct  evidence,  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  have  been  occasionally 
visited  by  him." — Halliwell's  Local  Illustrations  to  the  Merry  Wives  of 
Windeor,  Folio  Shakespeare. 

It  was  kept  at  one  time  by  Lowin,  one  of  the  origtnal  actors  in  Shakes- 
peare's  plays,  and  is  often  named  by  old  dramatists  : — "  Thou  are  admirably 
suited  for  The  Three  Pigeons  at  Brentford.  I  swear  I  know  thee  not" — The 
Jloaring  Girl;  or^  Moll  Outpurse,  a  comedy  by  Middleton,  1611. 

**We  will  turn  our  course  to  Brainford,  westward,  if  thou  sa/st  the  word 
.  my  bird  o*  the  night !  we'll  tickle  it  at  the  Pigeons. " — Ben 
Jonson's  The  Alchemist,  Act  v,  Sc  2. 
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all  his  five  pounds  was  come  to  ten  groats.  Now 
George  PeeCs  wit  labours  to  bring  in  that  five  pounds 
there  was  spent,  which  was  soon  begotten.  Being 
set  at  dinner,  My  host,  quoth  Georgey  how  falls  the 
tide  out  for  London?  Not  till  the  evening,  quoth 
mine  host,  have  you  any  business  sir  ?  Yes  many, 
quoth  George,  I  intend  not  to  go  home  this  two  days: 
Therefore  my  host  saddle  my  man  a  horse  for 
London,  if  you  be  so  well  furnished,  for  I  must  send 
him  for  one  bag  more,  quoth  George^  ten  pounds 
hath  seen  no  sun  this  six  months.  I  am  ill  furnished 
if  I  cannot  furnish  you  with  that,  quoth  my  host,  and 
presently  saddled  him  a  good  nag,  and  away  rides 
one  of  George's  men  to  London,  attending  the  good 
hour  of  his  Master  Peele  in  London.  In  the  mean- 
time George  bespeaks  great  cheer  to  supper,  saying, 
he  expected  some  of  his  friends  from  London. 
Now  you  must  imagine  there  was  not  a  penny 
owing  in  the  house,  for  he  had  paid  as  liberally  as 
Caesar,  as  far  as  Caesar's  wealth  went  For  indeed 
most  of  the  money  was  one  Caesar's  an  honest  man  yet 
living  in  London,  But  to  the  catastrophe.  All  the 
day  before,  had  one  of  the  other  men  of  George  Pede 
been  a  great  solicitor  to  my  hostess,  she  would  b^ 
leave  of  his  master  he  might  go  see  a  maid,  a  sweet- 
heart of  his  so  far  as  Kingstony  and  before  his 
master  went  to  bed  he  would  return  again  :  saying, 
he  was  sure  she  might  command  it  at  his  master's 
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hands.  My  kind  hostess  willing  to  pleasure  the  young 
fellow,  knowing  in  her  time  what  belonged  to  such 
matters,  went  to  Master  Peele,  and  moved  him  in  it, 
which  he  angrily  refused :  but  she  was  so  earnest  in 
it,  that  she  swore  he  should  not  deny  her,  protesting 
he  went  but  to  see  an  uncle  of  his  some  five  miles 
off:  Marry  I  thank  you, quoth  George.rciy  good  hostess, 
would  you  so  discredit  me,  or  hath  the  knave  no 
more  wit,  than  at  this  time  to  go,  knowing  I  have  no 
horse  here,  and  would  the  base  cuUion^  go  a  foot  ? 
Nay,  good  sir,  quoth  mine  hostess,  be  not  angry,  it  is 
not  his  intent  to  go  a  foot :  for  he  shall  have  my 
mare,  and  I  will  assure  you  sir,  upon  my  word  he 
shall  be  here  again  to  have  you  to  bed  ;  well,  quoth 
George,  Hostess,  FU  take  you  at  your  word,  let  him  go, 
his  negligence  shall  light  upon  you.  So  be  it,  quoth 
mine  hostess  :  so  down  goeth  she,  and  sends  away 
civil  Thomas,  for  so  she  called  him,  to  his  sweet- 
heart backed  upon  her  mare  :  which  Thomas  instead 
of  riding  to  Kingston,  took  Lo7idon  in  his  way, 
where  meeting  with  my  other  horseman,  attended 
the  arrival  of  George  Peele,  which  was  not  long  after: 
they  are  at  London,  George  in  his  chamber  at 
Brentford,  accompanied  with  none  but  one  Anthony 
Nit  a  barber,  who  dined  and  supped  with  him  con- 


*CULLI0N. — \Cullian  in  the  old  copy.]      A  mean  wretch  ;  scoundrel 
rogue. 
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tinently/  of  whom  he  had  borrowed  a  lute'  to  pass 
away  the  melancholy  afternoon,  of  which  he  couH 
play  as  well  as  Banks's  horse*  The  barber  very 
modesdy  takes  his  leave,  George  obsequiously  bids 
him  to  supper,  who  (God  willing)  would  not  foil 
George  being  left  alone  with  his  two  supposed  mea 
gave  them  the  mean  how  to  escape,  and  walking  in 
the  court,  George  found  fault  with  the  weather,  saying 
it  was  rawish  and  cold :  which  word  mine  hostess 
hearing,  my  kind  hostess  fetched  her  husbands  holiday 
gown,  which  George  thankfully  put  about  him,  and 
withal  called  for  a  cup  of  sack,  after  which  he  would 
walk  into  the  meadows  and  practise  upon  his  lute. 
'Tis  good  for  your  worship  to  do  so,  quoth  mine 
hostess:  which  walk  G^^w^<^  took  directly  to.Si^,  where 
having  the  advantage  of  a  pair  of  oars  at  hand, 
made  this  journey  for  London,  his  two  associates 
behind  had  the  plot  in  their  heads  by  Georges 
instruction  for  their  escape:    for  they  knew  he  was 


^Continually  in  the  old  copy,  which  we  take  to  be  a  ini^>ri]it  fcr 
continently, 

*A  Lute. — An  instrument  of  music  with  strings,  resembling  the  gmttr, 
and  formerly  to  be  found  in  many  barbers'  shops,  for  the  amosement  of  those 
customers  who  were  obliged  to  wait  their  turn. 

'Bankes  his  Horsb  in  the  old  copy.  Banket  hone,  a  horse  named 
Morocco,  £unous  for  plajong  tricks,  and  the  property  of  one  Banks.  It  is 
mentioned  in  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  "History  of  the  World,"  page  178;  abo 
by  Sir  Kenelm  Digby  and  Ben  Jonson. 
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gone,  my  hostess  she  was  in  the  market  buying  of 
provision  for  supper :  mine  host  he  was  at  tables,^ 
and  my  two  masterless  men  desired  the  maids  to 
excuse  them  if  their  master  came,  for,  quoth  they, 
we  will  go  drink  two  pots  with  my  Smug  Smith's 
wife  at  old  Brentford.  I  warrant  you,  quoth  the 
maids.  So  away  went  my  men  to  the  Smiths  at  old 
Brentford,  from  thence  to  London)  where  they  all 
met,  and  sold  the  horse  and  the  mare,  the  gown  and 
the  lute,  which  money  was  as  badly  spent,  as  it  was 
lewdly  got  How  my  host  and  my  hostess  looked 
when  they  saw  the  event  of  this ;  go  but  to  the 
Three  Pigeons  at  Brentford,  you  shall  know. 


The  Jests  of  George  and  the  Barber. 

[EORGE  was  not  so  merry  at  London  with 
his  capons  and  claret,  as  poor  Anthony 
the  barber  was  sorrowful  at  Brentford  for 
the  loss  of  his  lute,  and  therefore  determined  to 
come  to  London  to  seek  out  George  Peele,  which  by 
the  means  of  a  kinsman  that  Anthony  Nit  had  in 
London,  his  name  was  Cuts  or  Feats,  a  fellow  that 
had  good  skill  in  tricks  on  the  cards,  and  he  was 
well    acquainted    with    the    place    where    Georges 

^MiNX  Host  hs  was  at  Tables.— 4.0.,  Backgammon, 
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common  abode  was:  and  for  kindred  Mke  h€ 
directed  the  barber  where  he  should  have  him, 
which  was  at  a  blind  alehouse  in  Sea-ooal  lane 
There  he  found  George  in  a  green  jerkin,  a  Spanish 
platter  fashioned  hat,  all  alone  at  a  peck  of  oystera 
The  barber  s  heart  danced  within  him  for  joy  he  had 
so  happily  found  him,  he  gave  him  the  time  of  the 
day:  George  not  a  little  abashed  at  the  sight  of  the 
barber,  yet  went  not  to  discover  it  openly,  he  th^ 
at  all  times  had  a  quick  invention,  was  not  now 
behind  hand  to  entertain  my  barber,  who  knew  for 
what  his  coming  was:  George  thus  saluted  him,  My 
honest  barber,  quoth  George,  welcome  to  London,  I 
partly  know  your  business,  you  come  for  your  lute, 
do  you  not  ?  Indeed,  sir,  quoth  the  barber,  for  that 
is  my  coming.  And  believe  me,  quoth  George,  you 
shall  not  lose  your  labour;  I  pray  you  stand  to  and 
eat  an  oyster,  and  Til  go  with  you  presendy:  for  a 
gentleman  in  the  city  of  great  worship,  borrowed  it 
of  me  for  the  use  of  his  daughter,  that  plays 
exceeding  well,  and  had  a  great  desire  to  have  the 
lute  :  but,  sir,  if  you  will  go  along  with  me  to  the 
gentleman's  house,  you  shall  have  your  lute  with 
great  satisfaction,  for  had  not  you  come,  I  assure 
you  I  had  sent  to  you,  for  you  must  understand, 
that  all  that  was  done  at  Brentford  among 
us  mad  gentleman,  was  but  a  jest,  and  no 
otherwise.     Sir,  I  think  not  any  otherwise,   quoth 
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the  barber :  but  I  would  desire  your  worship,  that 
as  you  had  it  of  me  in  love,  so  in  kindness  you 
would  help  me  to  it  again.  Oh  God,  what  else, 
quoth  GeoTffe,  TU  go  with  thee  presently,  even  as  I 
am,  for  I  came  from  hunting  this  morning;  and 
should  I  go  up  to  the  certain  gentlemen  above,  I 
should  hardly  get  away.  I  thank  you  sir,  quoth  the 
barber,  so  on  goes  George  with  him  in  his  green 
jerkin,  a  wand  in  his  hand  very  pretty,  till  he  came 
almost  at  the  alderman's  house,  where  making  a 
sudden  stay,  Afore  God,  quoth  George^  I  must  crave 
thy  pardon  at  this  instant,  for  I  have  bethought 
nryself,  ^ould  I  go  as  I  am,  it  would  be  imagined  I 
had  had  some  of  my  Lord's  hounds  out  this  morning, 
therefore  FU  take  my  leave  of  thee,  and  meet  thee 
where  thou  wilt  about  one  of  the  clock.  Nay  good 
sir,  quoth  the  barber,  go  with  me  now :  for  I 
purpose,  God  willing,  to  be  at  Brentford  to-night. 
Sayest  thou  so,  quoth  George^  why  then  Til  tell  thee 
what  thou  shalt  do  :  thou  art  here  a  stranger,  and 
altogether  unknown,  lend  me  thy  cloak  and  thy  hat, 
and  do  thou  put  on  my  green  jerkin,  and  FU  go  with 
thee  directly  along.  The  barber  loth  to  leave  him 
until  he  had  his  lute,  yielded  to  the  change.  So 
when  they  came  to  the  gentleman's  porch,  he  put  on 
Georges  green  jerkin,  and  his  Spanish  hat,  and  he 
the  barber's  cloak  and  his  hat.  Either  of  them 
being  thus   fitted,   George  knocks  at  the  door,   to 
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whom  the  porter  bids  heartily  welcome,  for  George 
was  well  known,  who  at  that  time  had  all  the  over- 
sight of  the  pageants :  he  desires  the  porter  to  bid 
his  friend  welcome,  for  he  is  a  good  fellow  and  a 
keeper,  Mr.  Porter,  one  that  at  his  pleasure  can 
bestow  a  haunch  of  venison  on  you;  Marry  that  can 
I,  quoth  the  barber.  I  thank  you  sir,  answered  the 
porter,  Mr.  Peele,  my  master  is  in  the  hall,  pleasedi 
it  you  to  walk  in  }  With  all  my  heart,  quoth  George, 
in  the  meantime  let  my  friend  bear  you  company. 
That  he  shall  Mr.  Peele,  quoth  the  porter,  and  if  it 
please  him  he  shall  take  a  simple  dinner  with  me. 
The  barber  gives  him  hearty  thanks,  not  misdoubt- 
ing Mr.  Peele  any  way,  seeing  him  known;  and 
himself  so  welcome;  fell  in  chat  with  the  porter. 
George  Peele  goes  directly  to  the  alderman,  who  now 
is  come  into  the  court;  in  the  eye  of  the  barber, 
where  George  after  many  complaints,  draws  a  blank^ 
paper  out  of  his  bosom,  and  making  action  to  the 
barber  reads  to  the  alderman,  as  foUoweth ;  I 
humbly  desire  your  worship  to  stand  my  friend  in  a 
slight  matter,  yonder  hard  favoured  knave  that  sits 
by  your  worship's  porter,  that  dogged  me  to  arrest  me, 
and  I  had  no  other  means  but  to  take  your  worship's 
house  for  shelter  the  occasion  is  but  trivial,  only  for 
stealing  of  a  piece  of  flesh,  myself  consorted  with  three 
or  four  gentlemen  of  good  fashion,  that  would  not 
willingly  have  our  names  come  in  question.     There- 

^Bx^CK  in  the  old  copy. 
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fore  this  is  my  boon,  that  your  worship  would  let 

one  of  your  servants  let  me  out  at  the  garden  door, 

and   I   shall  think  myself   much  indebted  to  your 

worship.      The  kind  gentleman  little  dreaming  of 

George  Peele  s  deceit,  took  him  into  the  parlour,  gave 

him   a  brace   of    angels,    and   caused   one   of    his 

servants    to  let    George  out  at   the  garden   door ; 

which  was  no  sooner  opened,  but  George  made  way 

for  the  barber  seeing  him  any  more,  and  all  the  way 

he  went  could  not  choose  but  laugh  at  his  knavish 

conceit,  how  he  had  gulled  the  simple  barber,  who 

sat  all  this  while  with  the  porter  blowing  of   his 

nails  :  to  whom  came  this  fellow  that  let  out  George. 

You  whorson  keeperly  rascal,  quoth  the  fellow,  do  you 

come  to  arrest  any  honest  gentleman  in  my  master's 

house  ?  Not  I,  so  God  help  me,  quoth  the  barber,  I 

pray  sir  where  is  the  gentleman  Mr.  Peele  that  came 

along  with  me  ?    Far  enough,  quoth  the  fellow,  for 

your  coming  near  him,  he  is  gone  out  at  the  garden 

door.      Garden  door,  quoth  the  barber,  why,  have 

you  any  more  doors  than  one  ?    We  have  sir,  and 

get  you  hence  or  TU  set  you  going  Goodman-keeper. 

Alas,  quoth  the  barber,  sir,   I  am  no  keeper,  I  am 

quite  undone  :  I  am  a  barber  dwelling  at  Brentford, 

and  with  weeping  tears  up  and  told  him  how  George 

had  used  him.      The  servant  goes  in  and  tells  his 

master :    which  when   he  heard,  he  could   not  but 

laugh  at  the  first :  yet  in  pity  of  the  poor  barber,  he 
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givW  htm  twenty  shillings  towards  his  loss.  The 
iar^er  sighing  took  it,  and  towards  Brentford  home 
he  goes,  and  whereits  he  came  from  thence  in  a  new 
clos^  and  a  fair  hat^  he  went  home  weeping  in  an 
old  ha*^  and  a  ^een  jerkin. 


How  Qeorge  Peele  became  a  Physician, 

|EORG£  on  a  time  being  happily  furnished 
both   of  horse  and  money,   though  the 
hofse    he    hired,    and    the    money    he 
borrowed ;   but  no  matter  how  he  was  possessed  of 
them  :  and  towards  Oxford  he  rides  to  make  merry 
with  his  friends  and  fellow  students  :  and  in  his  way 
he  took  up    Wkkhamy   where  he  sojourned   that 
night:  b^ing  at  supper,  accompanied  with  his  hostess, 
among  other  table-talk,  they  fell  into  discourse  of 
ehirurgery^  of  which  my  hostess  was  a  simple  pro- 
fessor.     Geof^  Peele  observing  the  humour  of  my 
she-chirurgeon ;   upheld  her  in  all  the  strange  cures 
she  talked  ef^  and  praised  her  womanly  endeavour ; 
telling  her,  he  loved  her  so  much  the  better,  because 
it  We^  a  thing  that  he  professed,  both  physic  and 
ehkurgery :  and  George  had  a  dictionary  of  physical 
wards,  that  it  might  set  a  better  gloss  upon  that 
which  he  seemingly  professed :   and  told  his  good 
hostess  at  his  return  he  would  teach  her  something 
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that  shpuld  her.  fio  hurt:  for  (quoth  he)  ?tt  thi? 
in^^nt  I  am  ^oipg  abo^t  ^  great  cure  as  far  a§ 
fVarwic^Aire,  to  a  gentleman  pf  great  living,  ancl 
on^  that  hath  ^een  in  a  ppnsumption  thi?  hal[  year, 
s^d  \  hope  tq  do  hjm  good.  Q  God  (quoth  the 
hpstess)  thpfe  is  a  gentleman  not  a  quarter  of  mile 
pif,  that  h^th  bepn  a  long  tipi^  sipk  pf  th^  same 
dise^^se :  Belieye  me,  sir,  quoth  t|ie  hostess,  would 
it  please  your  worship  ere  ypur  dep^ure  in  the 
morning,  but  to  visit  the  gentleman,  and  ^ut  spend 
ypur  opinion  of  him,  and  I  make  no  question  but 
the  gentlewoman  will  be  very  thankful  to  you.  I 
faith  (quoth  Gforge)  haply  at  my  return  I  may ;  but 
at  this  time  my  haste  is  such  that  I  cannot :  and  so 
good  night  mine  hostess.  So  a)vay  yrent  George 
to  bed  ;  and  my  giddy  hostess,  fight  of  the  nature 
of  most  women,  thought  that  night  as  long  as  ten, 
till  she  was  delivef eel  of  that  |>urthen .  of  news 
which  she  had  received  from  my  new  doctor :  (for 
so  he  termed  himself)  Morning  being  come,  at 
break  of  the  day  mine  hostess  trudges  to  this 
gentleman's  house  acquainted  his  wife  what  an 
excellent  man  she  had  at  her  house  :  protesting  he 
was  the  best  seen  in  physic,  and  had  done  the 
most  strangest  cures  that  ,ever  she  heard  of:  saying 
that  if  she  would  but  send  for  him,  no  question 
he  would  do  him  good.  The  gentlewoman  glad  to 
he,^  pf  an^hjiiig  that  might  procure  the  health  of 
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her  husband  presently  sent  one  of  her  men  to  desire 
the  doctor  to  come  and  visit  her  husband  :  which 
message  when  Qeorge  heard,  he  wondered  ;  for  he 
had  no  more  skill  in  physic,  than  in  music,  and 
they  were  as  distant  both  from  him,  as  heaven  from 
hell.  But,  to  conclude,  George  set  a  bold  face  on  it, 
and  away  went  he  to  the  sick  gentleman ;  where 
when  he  came,  after  some  compliment  to  the  gende- 
woman,  he  was  brought  to  the  chamber,  where  the 
ancient  gentleman  lay  wonderful  sick,  for  all  physic 
had  given  him  over:  George  begins  to  feel  his 
pulse,  and  his  temples,  saying,  he  was  very  far 
spent :  yet,  quoth  he,  under  God,  I  will  do  him 
some  good,  if  nature  be  not  quite  extinct  Where- 
upon he  demanded  whether  they  had  ever  a 
garden  ?  That  I  have  quoth  the  gentlewoman.  I 
pray  you  direct  me  thither,  quoth  George:  Where 
when  he  came,  he  cut  a  handful  of  every  flower, 
herb  and  blossom,  or  whatsoever  else  in  the  garden, 
and  brought  them  in  the  lapel  of  his  cloak,  boiled 
them  in  ale,  strained  them,  boiled  them  again  ;  and 
when  he  had  all  the  juice  out  of  them,  of  which  he 
made  some  pottle  of  drink,  he  caused  the  sick  gen- 
tleman to  drink  off  a  maudlin  cupful,  and  willed  his 
wife  to  give  him  of  that  same  at  morning,  noon,  and 
night,  protesting,  if  anything  in  this  world  did  him 
good,  it  must  be  that :  giving  great  charge  to  the 
gentlewoman  to  keep  him  wonderful  warm :  ^d  at  my 
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return, quoth  Georg-e^some  ten  days  hence  I  will  return 
and  see  how  he  fares  :  for,  quoth  he,  by  that  time 
something  will  be  done,  and  so  I  will  take  my 
leave.  Not  so,  .  quoth  the  gentlewoman,  your 
worship  must  needs  stay  and  take  a  simple  dinner 
with  me  to-day.  Indeed,  quoth  George^  I  cannot 
now  stay ;  my  haste  is  such,  I  must  presently  to 
horse.  You  must  suppose  George  was  in  haste 
until  he  was  out  of  the  gentlewoman's  house  :  for 
he  knew  not  whether  he  had  poisoned  the 
gentleman  or  not,  which  made  him  so  eager  to  be 
gone  out  of  the  gentleman's  house.  The  gentle- 
woman seeing  she  could  by  no  means  stay  him  gave 
him  two  brace  of  angels,  which  never  shined  long 
in  his  purse,  and  desired  him  at  his  return  to  know 
her  house:  which  George  promised,  and  with 
seeming  niceness  took  the  gold,  and  towards  Oxford 
went  he,  forty  shillings  heavier  than  he  was,  where 
he  bravely  domineered  while  his  physical  money 
lasted.  But  to  see  the  strangeness  of  this:  Whether 
it  was  the  virtue  of  some  herb  which  he  gathered,  or 
the  conceit  the  gentleman  had  of  George  Peele^  but 
it  so  pleased  God  the  gentleman  recovered  ;  and  in 
eight  days  walked  abroad ;  and  that  fortunate  potion 
which  George  made  at  random,  did  him  more  good 
than  many  pounds  that  he  had  spent  in  half  a  year 
before  in  physic.  George  his  money  being  spent,  he 
made  his  return  towards  London;    and  when  he 
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came  within  a  mile  of  the  gentleman's  house,  he 
inquired  of  a  country  fellow  how  such  a  gentleman 
did.  The  fellow  told  him  God  be  praised,  his  good 
landlord  was  well  recovered  by  a  virtuous  gentleman 
that  came  this  way  by  chance.  Art  thou  sure  of  it, 
quoth  George?  Yes,  believe  me,  quoth  the  fellow; 
I  saw  him  in  the  fields  but  this  morning.  This 
was  no  simple  news  to  George.  He  presently 
set  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  whereas  he  thought 
to  shun  the  town,  he  went  directly  to  his  inn ;  at 
whose  arrival,  the  hostess  clapped  her  hands,  the 
hostler  laughed  the  tapster  leaped,  the  chamberiain 
ran  to  the  gentleman's  house,  and  told  him  the 
doctor  was  come.  How  joyful  the  gentleman  was, 
let  them  imagine  that  have  any  after-healths. 
George  Peele  was  sent  for,  and  after  a  million  of 
thanks  from  the  gentleman,  and  his  friends,  Gwrge 
Peele  had  twenty  pounds  delivered  him :  which 
money,  how  long  it  was  a  spending,  let  the  taverns 
in  London  witness. 


How  George  helped  his  friend  to  a  Supper. 

jEORGE  was  invited  one  night  by  certain 
of  his  friends  to  supper,  at  die  White 
Horse    in     Friday   Street;    and    in  tie 
evening  as  he  was^oing,  he  met  wifli  an  old  frftffd 
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of  his,  who  was  so  ill  at  the  stomadh,  hearing 
George  tell  him  of  the  good  cheer  he  went  to,  him- 
self being  unprovided  both  of  meat  and  money,  that 
he  swore  he  had  rather  have  gone  a  mile  about  than 
have  met  him  at  that  instant  And  believe  me, 
quoth  George,  I  am  heartily  sorry  that  I  cannot  take 
thee  along  with  me,  myself  being  but  an  invited 
guest ;  besides,  thou  art  out  of  clothes,  unfitting  for 
such  a  company:  Marry  this  FU  do,  if  thou  wilt 
follow  my  advice,  TU  help  thee  to  thy  supper. 
Any  way,  quoth  he  to  George,  do  thou  but  devise 
the  means,  and  TU  execute  it.  George  presently 
told  him  what  he  should  do;  so  they  parted. 
George  well  entertained,  with  extraordinary  wel- 
come, and  seated  at  the  upper  end  of  the  table, 
supper  being  brought  up,  H,  M.  watched  his  time 
below  ;  and  when  he  saw  that  the  meat  was  carried 
up,  up  he  follows,  (as  George  had  directed  him,) 
who  when  George  saw,  You  whoreson  rascal  (quoth 
George)  what  make  you  here  }  Sir,  quoth  he,  I  am 
come  from  the  party  you  wot  of  You  rogue,  (quoth 
George)  have  I  not  forewarned  you  of  this  ?  I  pray 
you,  sir,  quoth  he,  hear  my  errand.  Do  you  prate, 
you  slave,  quoth  George,  and  with  that  took  a  rabbit 
out  of  the  dish,  and  threw  it  at  him.  Quoth  he. 
You  use  me  very  hardly.  You  dunghill,  quoth 
George,  do  you  out-face  me?  and  with  that  took 
the  other  rabbit,  and  threw  it  at  his  head ;   after 
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that  a  loaf;  then  drawing  his  dagger  making  an 
offer  to  throw  it,  the  gentlemen  stayed  him  ;  mean- 
while H.  M.  got  the  loaf  and  the  two  rabbits,  and 
away  he  went:  which  when  George  saw  he  was 
gone,  after  a  little  fretting,  he  sat  quietly.  So  by 
that  honest  shift  he  helped  his  friend  to  a  supper, 
and  was  never  suspected  for  it  of  the  compajiy. 

How  Oeorge  Peele  was  shaven,  and  of  the 
revenge  he  took. 

[HERE  was  a  gentleman  that  dwelt  in  the 
West  Country,  and  had  stayed  here  in 
London  a  term  longer  than  he  intended, 
by  reason  of  a  book  that  George  had  to  translate 
out  of  Greek  into  English:  and  when  he  wanted 
money,  George  had  it  of  the  gentleman  :  but  the 
more  he  supplied  him  of  coin,  the  further  off  he  was 
from  his  book,  and  could  get  no  end  of  it  neither 
by  fair  means,  entreaty,  or  double  payment;  for 
George  was  of  the  poetical  disposition,  never  to 
write  so  long  as  his  money  lasted,  some  quarter  of 
the  book  being  done,  and  lying  in  his  hands  at 
random  :  The  gentleman  had  plotted  a  means  to 
take  such  an  order  with  George  next  time  he  came, 
that  he  would  have  his  book  finished.     It  was  not 


*  Query,  politic. 
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long  before  he  had  his  company  ;  his  arrival  was  for 
more  money :  the  gentleman  bids  him  welcome, 
causeth  him  to  stay  dinner,  where  falling  into 
discourse  about  his  book,  found  that  it  was  as  near 
ended  as  he  left  it  two  months  ago.  The  gentle- 
man, meaning  to  be  gulled  no  longer,  caused  two  of 
his  men  to  bind  GeorgCy  hand  and  foot  in  a  chair :  a 
folly  it  was  for  him  to  ask  what  they  meant  by  it : 
the  gentleman  sent  for  a  barber,  and  George  had  a 
beard  of  an  indifferent  size,  and  well  grown  he 
made  the  barber  shave  him  beard  and  head,  left 
him  as  bare  of  hair,  as  he  was  of  money :  the 
barber  he  was  well  contented  for  his  pains,  who  left 
George  like  an  old  woman  in  man's  apparel ;  and 
his  voice  became  it  well,  for  it  was  more  woman 
than  man.  George,  quoth  the  gentleman,  I  have 
always  used  you  like  a  friend,  my  purse  hath  been 
open  to  you  ;  that  you  have  of  mine  to  translate, 
you  know  it  is  a  thing  I  highly  esteem,  therefore  I 
have  used  you  in  this  fashion,  that  I  might  have  an 
end  of  my  book,  which  shall  be  as  much  for  your 
profit  as  my  pleasure.  So  forthwith  he  commanded 
his  men  to  unbind  him,  and  putting  his  hand  into 
his  pocket,  gave  him  two  brace  of  angels  :  quoth 
he,  Mr.  ^eele,  drink  this,  and  by  that  time  you  have 
finished  my  book,  your  beard  will  be  grown,  until 
which  time  I  know  you  will  be  ashamed  to  walk 
abroad.     George  patiently  took  the  gold,  said  little, 
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and  when  it  was  dark  night,  took  his  leave  of  the 
gentleman,  and  went  directly  home  :  who  when 
his  wife  saw,  I  omit  the  wonder  she  made  but 
imagine  those  that  shall  behold  their  husbaads 
in  such  a  case.  To  bed  went  George  and  ere 
morning  he  had  plotted  sufficiently  how  to  cry  qtad 
pro  q%io  with  his  politic  gentleman. 

The  Jest  of  George  Peele  at  BristoL^ 

|EORGE  was  at  Bristol,  and  there  staying 
somewhat  longer  than  his  coin  would 
last  him,  his  palfrey  that  should  be  his 
carrier  to  London,  his  head  was  grown  so  big,  that 
he  could  not  get  him  out  of  the  stable.  It  so 
fortuned  at  that  instant,  certain  players  came  to  the 
town,  and  lay  at  that  inn  where  George  Peele  was : 
to  whom  George  was  well  known,  being  in  that  time 
an  excellent  poet,  and  had  acquaintance  of  most  of 
the  best  players  in  England',  from  the  trivial  sort  he 
was  but  so  so  :  of  which  these  were,  only  knew 
George  by  name  no  otherwise.  There  was  not  past 
three  of  the  company  come  with  the  carriage,  the 
rest  were  behind,  by  reason  of  a  long  journey  they 
had,   so   that  night  they   could  not  enact,   which 

'BRtSTOW  in  original  edition,  trkidi  tms  tbe  old  teno^fer  Bristol 
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George  hearing,  had  presently  a  stratagem  in  his 
head  to  get  his  horse  free  out  of  the  stable,  and 
money  in  his  purse  to  bear  his  charges  up  to 
London.  And  thus  it  was  :  he  goes  directly  to  the 
mayor,  tells  him  he  was  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman, 
and  that  he  had  a  certain  history^  of  the  knight  of 
the  roads;  and  withal,  how  Bristol  was  first 
founded  and  by  whom,  and  a  brief  of  all  those  that 
before  him  had  succeeded  in  office  in  thatworshipful 
city  :  desiring  the  mayor,  that  he  with  his  presence, 
and  the  rest  of  his  brethren,  would  grace  his 
labours.  The  mayor  agreed  to  it,  gave  him  leave, 
and  withal  appointed  him  a  place,  but  for  himself 
he  could  not  be  there,  being  in  the  evening  :  but 
bade  him  make  the  best  benefit  he  could  of  the  city, 
and  very  liberally  gave  him  an  angel,  which  George 
thankfully  receives,  and  about  his  business  he  goes, 
got  his  stage  made,  his  history  cried,  and  hired  the 
players  apparel,  to  flourish  out  his  show,  promising  to 
pay  them  liberally ;  and  withal  desired  them  they 
would  favour  him  so  much,  as  to  gather  him  his 
money  at  the  door,  (for  he  thought  it  his  best  course 
to  employ  them,  lest  they  should  spy  out  his  knavery, 
for  they  have  perilous  heads).  They  willingly  yield 
to  do  him  any  kindness  that  lies  in  them ;  in  brief, 
carry  their  apparel,  to  the  hall,  place  themselves  at 

*A  Certain  History.— i.^.,  Historical  play. 
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the  door,  where  George  in  the  meantime  with  the 
ten  shillings  he  had  of  the  mayor,  delivered  his 
horse  out  of  purgatory,  and  carries  him  to  the  towns 
end,  and  there  placeth  him,  to  be  ready  at  his 
coming.  By  this  time  the  audience  were  come,  and 
so  forty  shillings  gathered,  which  money  George  put 
in  his  purse  and  putting  on  one  of  the  player's  silk 
robes,  after  the  trumpet  had  sounded  thrice,*  out  he 
comes,  make^  low  obeisance,  goes  forward  with  his 
prologue,  which  was  thus  : 

A  trifling  toy,  a  jest  of  no  account,  pardie? 

The  Knight,  perhaps  you  think  for  to  be  I : 

Think  on  so  still;  for  whf  you  know  that  thought 

is  free, 
Sit  still  a  while.  Til  send  the  actors  to  ye. 

Which  being  said,  after  some  fireworks  that  he 
had  made  of  purpose,  threw  out  among  them,  and 
down  stairs  goes  he,  gets  to  his  horse,  and  so  with 
forty  shillings  to  London;  leaves  the  players  to 
answer  it ;   who  when    the  jest    was    known,  their 


*After  the  Trumpet  had  Sounded  Thrice. — In  our  early  theatres 
the  performance  was  preceded  by  three  toundingt  or  flourishes  of  tmmpeK 
At  the  third  sounding  the  curtain  which  concealed  the  stage  from  the 
audience  was  drawn  (opening  in  the  middle  and  running  upon  iron  rods),  and 
the  play  began. 

"Pardie, — ue.,  par  Dieu,  verily. 

■For  why.— i,tf.,  because. 
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innocence  excused  them,  being  as  well  gulled  as  the 
mayor  and  the  audience. 


How  George  gulled  a  Punk,  otherwise  called 
a  Croshabell. 

|OMING  to  London,  he  fell  in  company 
with  a  cockatrice ;  which  pleased  his  eye 
so  well,  that  George  fell  aboarding  of  her, 
and  proffered  her  the  wine  :  which  my  croshabell 
willingly  accepted  :  to  the  tavern  they  go,  where 
after  a  little  idle  talk,  George  fell  to  the  question 
about  the  thing  you  wot  of  My  she-hobby  was 
very  dainty,  which  made  George  far  more  eager ;  and 
my  lecherous  animal  proffered  largely  to  obtain  his 
purpose.  To  conclude,  nothing  she  would  grant 
unto  except  ready  coin,  which  was  forty  shillings, 
not  a  farthing  less  :  if  so  he  would,  next  night  she 
would  appoint  him  where  he  should  meet  her. 
George  saw  how  the  game  went,  that  she  was  more 
for  lucre  than  for  love,  thus  cunningly  answered  her : 
gentlewoman,  howsoever  you  speak,  I  do  not  think 
your  heart  agrees  with  your  tongue  ;  the  money  you 
demand  is  but  to  try  me,  and  indeed  but  a  trifle  to 
me  :  but  because  it  shall  not  be  said  I  bought 
that  gem  of  you  I  prize  so  highly.  Til  give  you  a 
token  to-morrow,  that  shall  be  more  worth  than  your 
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demand,  (f  so  you  please  to  accept  it  Sir^  quoth 
she,  it  contenteth  me  well :  and  so,  if  please  you,  at 
this  time  we'll  part,  and  to-morrow  in  the  evening 
meet  you  where  you  shall  appoint  The  place  was 
determined,  and  they  kissed  and  parted,  she  home, 
George  into  Saint  Thomas  Apostles,  to  a  friend  of 
his,  of  whom  he  knew  he  could  take  up  a  petticoat 
oP  trust:  (the  first  letter  of  his  name  begins  with 
G.)  A  petticoat  he  had  of  him,  at  the  price  of  five 
shillings  ;  which  money  is  owing  till  this  day.  The 
next  night  being  come,  they  met  at  the  place  ap- 
pointed, which  was  a  tavern ;  there  they  were  to 
sup  :  that  ended,  George  was  to  go  home  with  her, 
to  end  his  yeoman's  plea  in  her  common  case.  But 
Master  Peele  had  another  drift  in  his  mazzard ;  for 
he  did  so  ply  her  with  wine,  that  in  a  small  time  she 
spun  such  a  thread,  that  she  reeled  homewards,  and 
George  he  was  fain  to  be  supporter :  when  to  her 
house  she  came,  with  nothing  so  much  painting  in 
the  inside,  as  her  face  had  on  the  outside ;  with 
much  ado  her  maid  had  her  to  bed,  who  was  no 
sooner  laid,  but  she  fell  fast  asleep ;  which  when 
George  perceived,  he  sent  the  maid  for  milk,  and  a 
quart  of  sack  to  make  posset ;  where  before  her 
return,  George  made  so  bold  as  to  take  up  his  own 
new  petticoat,  a  fair  gown  of  hers,  two  gold  rings 
that  lay  in   the  window,  and  away  he  went :    the 

*t?»  trust 
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gown  and  the  gold  rings  he  made  a  chaffer  of;  the 
petticoat  he  gave  to  his  honest  wife,  one  of  the 
best  deeds  he  ever  did  to  her.  How  the  crosha- 
bell  looked  when  she  awaked  and  saw  this,  I  was 
never  there  to  know. 

How  the  Gentleman  was  gulled  for  shaving 
of  George. 

[EORGE  had  a  daughter  of  the  age  of  ten 
years,  a  girl  of  a  pretty  form,  but  of  an 
excellent  wit :  all  part  of  her  was  father, 
save  her  middle  :  and  she  George  had  so  tutored  all 
night,  that  although  himself  was  the  author  of  it, 
yet  had  he  been  transformed  into  his  daughter's 
shape,  he  could  not  have  done  it  with  more  conceit 
George  at  that  time  dwelt  at  the  Bank-side,  from 
whence  comes  the  she-sinner,  early  in  the  morning 
with  her  hair  dishevelled,  wringing  her  hands,  and 
making  such  pitiful  moan  with  shrieks  and  tears 
and  beating  of  her  breast,  that  made  the  people  in  a 
maze :  some  stood  wondering  at  the  child,  others 
pludced  her  to  know  the  occasion ;  but  none  could 
stay  her  by  any  means,  but  on  she  kept  her  journey, 
crying,  O,  her  father,  her  good  father,  her  dear 
father,  over  the  Bridge,  through  Cheapside,  and  so  to 
the  Old  Bailey,  where  the  gentleman  sojourned, 
here    sitting    herself    down,    an    hundred    people 
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gaping  upon  her,  there  she  begins  to  cry  out,  woe  to 
that  place,  that  her  father  ever  saw  it,  she  was  a 
cast-away,  her  mother  was  undone,  till  with  the 
noise,  one  of  the  gentleman's  men  coming  down, 
looked  on  her,  and  knew  her  to  be  George  Pedes 
daughter :  he  presently  runs  up,  and  tells  his  master: 
who  commanded  his  man  to  bring  her  up.  The 
gentleman  was  in  a  cold  sweat,  fearing-  that  George 
had  for  the  wrong  he  did  him  the  day  before  some 
way  undone  himself.  When  the  girl  came  up,  he 
demanded  the  cause  why  she  so  lamented,  and 
called  upon  her  father  ?  Georges  flesh  and  blood,  after 
a  million  of  sighs,  cried  out  upon  him,  he  had  made 
her  father,  her  good  father,  drown  himself.  Which 
words  once  uttered,  she  fell  into  a  counterfeit  swoon, 
whom  the  gentleman  soon  recovered.  This  news 
went  to  his  heart,  and  he  being  a  man  of  a  very  mild 
condition,  cheered  up  the  girl,  made  his  men  to  go  buy 
her  new  clothes  from  top  to  toe,  said  he  would  be  a 
father  to  her,  gave  her  five  pounds,  bid  her  go  home 
and  carry  it  to  her  mother,  and  in  the  evening  he 
would  visit  her :  at  this,  by  little  and  little  she  began 
to  be  quiet,  desiring  him  to  come  and  see  her  mother. 
He  tells  her  he  will  not  fail, bids  her  go  home  quietly. 
So  down  stairs  goes  she  peartly,  and  the  wondering 
people  that  stayed  at  door  to  hear  the  manner  of 
her  grief,  had  of  her  nought  but  knavish  answers, 
and  home  went  she  directly.      The  gentleman  was 
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so  crossed  in  mind,  and  disturbed  in  thought  at  this 
unhappy  accident,  that  his  soul  could  not  be  in  quiet, 
till  he  had  been  with  this  woeful  widow,  as  he 
thought,  and  presently  went  to  Black  Friars,  took 
a  pair  of  oars,  and  went  directly  to  George  Peele  s 
house,  where  he  found  his  wife  plucking  of  larks,  my 
crying  crocodile  turning  of  the  spit,  and  6^^^^  pinned 
up  a  blanket  at  his  translation.  The  gentleman, 
more  glad  at  the  unlooked-for  life  of  George,  than 
the  loss  of  his  money,  took  part  of  the  good  cheer 
George  had  to  supper,  wondered  at  the  cunning  of  the 
wench,  and  within  some  few  days  after  had  a  end  of 
his  book. 

How  George  read  a  Play-book  to  a  Gentleman. 

[HERE  was  a  gentleman,  whom  God  had 
indued  with  good  living  to  maintain  his 
small  wit:  he  was  not  a  fool  absolute, 
although  in  this  world  he  had  good  fortune  :  and  he 
was  in  a  manner  an  ingle  to  George,  one  that  took 
great  delight  to  have  the  first  hearing  of  any  work 
that  George  had  done,  himself  being  a  writer,  and 
had  a  poetical  invention  of  his  own,  which  when  he 
had  with  great  labour  finished,  their  fatal  end  was 
privy   purposes.      This    self-conceited    brock^    had 

^Brock,  a  badger. 
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George  invented  to  half  a  score  sheets  of  p2^)er; 
whose  Christianly  pen  had  writ  Finis  to  the  famous 
play  of  the  Turkish  Mahomet  and  Hyrin  the  fair 
Greek,^  in  Italian  called  curtezan,  in  Spain,  a 
margarite,  French,  une curtain;  in  Eng^land,  among 
the  barbarous,  a  whore ;  but  among  the  gentle,  their 
usual  associates,  a  punk  :  but  now  the  word  refined 
being  latest,  and  the  authority  brought  from  a 
climate  as  yet  unconquered,  the  fruitful  county  of 
Kent  they  call  them  Croshabell,  which  is  a  word  but 
lately  used,  and  fitting  with  their  trade,  being  of  a 
lovely  and  courteous  condition.  Leaving  them : 
this  fantastic,  whose  brain  was  made  of  nought  but 
cork  and  sponge,  came  to  the  cold  lodging  of 
Monsieur  Peele,  in  his  black  satin  suit,  his  gown 
furred  with  coney,  in  his  slippers  :  being  in  the 
evening,  he  thought  to  hear  George's  book,  and  so  to 
return  to  his  inn  ;  (this  not  of  the  wisest,  being  of 
St.  Bernards)  George  bids  him  welcome,  told  him 
he  would  gladly  have  his  opinion  in  his  book.  He 
willingly  condescended,  and  George  begins  to  read, 
and  between  every  scene  he  would  make  pauses, 
and  demand  his  opinion  how  he  liked  the  carriage 
of  it  Quoth  he,  wondrous  well,  the  conveyance. 
O,  but  (quoth  George)  the  end  is  far  better  :  for  be 
meant  another  conveyance  ere  they  two  departed) 

*The  Turkish  Mahomet  and  Hyrin  (Irenb)  the  Fair  G&jeex.— 
A  play  written  by  Peclc,  but  never  printed. 
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George  was  very  tedious  in  reading,  and  the  night 
grew  old :  I  protest,  quoth  the  gentleman,  I  have 
stayed  over-long,  I  fear  me  I  shall  hardly  get  into 
mine  inn.  If  you  fear  that,  quoth  George^  we  will 
have  a  clean  pair  of  sheets,  and  you  take  a  simple 
lodging  here.  This  house-gull  willingly  embraced 
}X,  and  to  bed  they  go,  where  George  in  the  midst  of 
the  night  spying  his  time,  put  on  this  Dormouse's 
clothes,  desired  God  to  keep  him  in  good  rest,  hon- 
esty takes  leave  of  him  and  the  house,  to  whom 
he  was  indebted  four  nobles.  When  this  drone 
awaked,  and  found  himself  so  left,  he  had  not  the 
wit  to  be  angry,  but  swore  scurvily  at  his  misfortune, 
and  said,  I  thought  he  would  not  have  used  me  so. 
And  although  it  so  pleased  the  Fates  he  had  another 
suit  to  put  on,  yet  he  could  not  get  thence,  till  he 
had  paid  the  money  George  ought  to  the  house, 
which  for  his  credit  he  did :  and  when  he  came 
to  his  lodging,  in  anger  he  made  a  poem  of  it : 

Peele  is  no  poet,  but  a  gull  and  clowny 
To  take  away  my  clothes  and  gown  : 
I  vow  by  Jove,  if  I  can  see  him  wear  it, 
r  II  give  him  aglig,  and  patiently  bear  it 
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How  George  Peek  served  half  a  score  Citizens.* 

lEORGE  once  had  invited  half  a  score  of 
his  friends  to  a  great  supper,  where  they 
were  passing  merry,  no  cheer  wanting, 
wine  enough,  music  playing :  the  night  growing 
on,  and  being  upon  departure,  they  call  for  a  reckon- 
ing. George  swears  there  is  not  a  penny  for  them 
to  pay.  They,  being  men  of  good  fashion,  by  no 
means  will  yield  unto  it,  but  every  man  throws  down 
his  money,  some  ten  shillings,  some  five,  some 
more  :  protesting  something  they  will  pay,  WeU, 
quoth  George,  taking  up  all  the  money  ;  seeing  you 
will  be  so  wilful,  you  shall  see  what  shall  follow  :  he 
commands  the  music  to  play,  and  while  they  were 
skipping  and  dancing,  George  gets  his  cloak,  sends 
up  two  pottles  of  hippocras,^  and  leaves  them  and 
the  reckoning  to  pay.  They  wondering  at  the  stay 
of  George,  meant  to  be  gone,  but  they  were  stayed  by 
the  way,  and  before  they  went,  forced  to  pay  the 
reckoning  anew.  This  showed  a  mind  in  him,  he 
cared  not  whom  he  deceived,  so  he  profited  himself 
for  the  present 

^See  supplementary  Notes  at  the  end. 

■HiPPOCRAS. — A  beverage  composed  of  wine,  with  spices  and  sngir, 
strained  through  a  cloth.  It  is  said  to  have  taken  its  name  from  MlppocraU$' 
ileeve,  the  term  apothecaries  gave  to  a  strainer. 
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A  Jest  of  George  going  to  Oxford} 

[HERE  was  some  half  dozen  of  citizens, 
that  had  oftentimes  been  solicitors  with 
George^  he  being  a  master  of  art  at  the 
University  of  Oxford,  that  he  would  ride  with  them 
to  the  commencement,  it  being  midsummer. 
George,  willing  to  pleasure  the  gentlemen  his  friends, 
rode  along  with  them.  When  they  had  rode  the 
better  part  of  the  way,  they  baited  at  a  village 
called  Stokerty  five  miles  from  Wickham :  good 
cheer  was  bespoken  for  dinner,  and  frolic  was  the 
company,  all  but  George,  who  could  not  be  in  that 
pleasant  vein  that  did  ordinarily  possess  him,  by 
reason  he  was  without  money :  but  he  had  not  fetched 
forty  turns  about  the  chamber,  before  his  noddle 
had  entertained  a  conceit  how  to  money  himself 
with  credit,  and  yet  glean  it  from  some  one  of  the 
company.  There  was  among  them  one  excellent 
ass,  a  fellow  that  did  nothing  but  strike  up  and 
down  the  chamber,  that  his  money  might  be  heard 
chide  in  his  pocket :  this  fellow  had  George 
observed,  and  secretly  conveyed  his  gilt  rapier  and 
dagger  into  another  chamber,  and  there  closely  hid  it: 
that  done,  he  called  up  the  tapster,  and  upon  his 
cloak  borrows  five  shillings  for  an  hour  or  so,  till  his 


^See  Notes  at  the  end. 
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man  came,  (as  he  could  fashion  [it  well  enough :)  so 
much  money  he  had,  and  then  who  more  merry 
than  George  ?  Meat  was  brought  up,  they  settbem- 
selves  to  dinner,  all  full  of  mirth,  especially  my  littfe 
fool,  who  drank  not  of  the  conclusion  of  their  feast: 
dinner  ended,  much  prattle  passed,  every  man 
begins  to  buckle  to  his  furniture :  among  whom 
this  Hichcock^  missed  his  rapier :  at  which  all  the 
company  were  in  a  maze ;  he  besides  his  wits,  for 
he  had  borrowed  it  of  a  special  friend  of  his,  and 
swore  he  had  rather  spend  20  nobles.  This  is 
strange,  quoth  George^  it  should  be  gone  in  this 
fashion,  none  being  here  but  ourselves,  and  the 
fellows  of  the  house,  who  were  examined,  but  no 
rapier  could  be  heard  of:  all  the  company  much 
grieved;  but  George  in  a  pitiful  chafe,  swore  it 
should  cost  him  forty  shillings,  but  he  would 
know  what  was  become  of  it,  if  art  could  do  it: 
and  with  that  he  caused  the  ostler  to  saddle 
his  nag,  for  George  would  ride  to  a  scholar,  a 
friend  of  his,  that  had  skill  in  such  matters.  O, 
good  Mr.  Peele,  quoth  the  fellow,  want  no 
money,  here  is  forty  shillings,  see  what  you  can 
do,  and  if  you  please,  FU  ride  along  with  you. 
Not  so,  quoth  George,  taking  his  forty  shillings,  I'll 
ride  alone,  and  be  you  as  merry  as  you  can  till  my 

^HiCHCOCK. — A  simpleton ;  also  a  term  of  contempt. 
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return.  So  George  left  them,  and  rode  directly  to 
Oxford,  there  he  acquaints  a  friend  of  his  with 
all  the  circumstance,  who  presently  took  horse  and 
rode  along  with  him  to  laugh  at  the  jest  When 
they  came  back,  George  tells  them  he  had  brought 
one  of  the  rarest  men  in  England:  whom  they 
with  much  compliment  bid  welcome.  He,  after  a 
distracted  countenance,  and  strange  words,  takes 
this  Bullfinch^  by  the  wrist  and  carried  him  into  the 
privy,  and  there  willed  him  to  put  in  his  head,  but 
while  he  had  written  his  name,  and  told  forty: 
which  he  willingly  bid  :  that  done  a  scholar  asked 
him  what  he  saw?  by  my  faith  sir,  I  smelt  a 
villanous  scent,  but  I  saw  nothing.  Then  I  have, 
quoth  he,  and  with  that  directed  him  where  his 
rapier  was,  saying,  it  is  just  north-east,  enclosed  in 
wood  near  the  earth  :  for  which  they  all  made  diligent 
search,  till  George,  who  hid  it  under  a  settle,  found 
it,  to  the  comfort  of  the  fellow,  the  joy  of  the 
company,  and  the  eternal  credit,  of  his  friend,  who 
was  entertained  with  wine  and  sugar ;  and  George 
redeemed  his  cloak,  rode  merrily  to  Oxford,  having 
coin  in  his  pocket,  where  this  Loach*  spares  not  for 
any  expense,  for  the  good  fortune  he  had  in  the 
happy  finding  of  his  rapier. 


^Bullfinch.    •Loach.— A  stupid  fellow. 
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How  George  served  his  Hostess, 

[EORGE  lying  at  an  old  widow's  house,  and 
had  gone  so  far  on  the  score,  that  his 
credit  would  stretch  no  farther  :  for  she 
had  made  a  vow  not  to  depart  with  drink  or  victuals 
without  ready  money :  Which  George  seeing  the  fury 
of  his  froward  hostess,  in  grief  kept  his  chamber, 
called  to  his  hostess,  and  told  her,  she  should  under- 
stand that  he  was  not  without  money,  how  poorly 
soever  he  appeared  to  her,  and  that  my  diet  shall 
testify:  in  the  meantime,  good  hostess,  quoth  he, 
send  for  such  a  friend  of  mine.  She  did,  so  his 
friend  came,  to  whom  George  imparted  his  mind,  the 
effect  whereof  was  this,  to  pawn  his  cloak,  hose  and 
doublet,  unknown  to  his  hostess  :  for,  quoth  George, 
this  seven  nights  do  I  intend  to  keep  my  bed 
(Truly  he  spake,  for  his  intent  was,  the  bed  should 
not  keep  him  any  longer.)  Away  goes  he  to  pawn 
his  apparel ;  George  bespeaks  good  cheer  to  supper, 
which  was  no  shamble-butcher's  stuff,  but  according 
to  the  place :  for,  his  chamber  being  remote  from  the 
house,  at  the  end  of  the  garden,  his  apparel  being 
gone,  it  appeared  to  him  as  the  counter,*  therefore 

^Counter,  &c. — A  punning  allusion  to  the  Compter  prison,  which  was 
situate  in  the  Poultry,  in  Cbeapside. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


The  Jests  of  George  Peele.  41 

to  comfort  himself,  he  dealt  in  poultry.  His  friend 
brought  the  money,  supped  with  him,  his  hostess 
he  very  liberally  paid,  but  caviled  with  her  at 
her  unkindness;  vowing  that  while  he  lay  there, 
none  should  attend  him  but  his  friend.  The  hostess 
replied,  a  God's  name,  she  was  well  contented  with 
it :  so  was  George  too  :  for  none  knew  better  than 
himself  what  he  intended,  but  in  brief,  thus  he  used 
his  kind  hostess.  After  his  apparel  and  money  was 
gone,  he  made  bold  with  the  feather  bed  he  lay  on, 
which  his  friend  slily  conveyed  away,  having  as 
villanous  a  wolf  in  his  belly  as  George,  though  not 
altogether  so  wise,  for  that  feather  bed  they 
devoured  in  two  days,  feathers  and  all :  which  was 
no  sooner  digested,  but  away  went  the  coverlet, 
sheets,  and  the  blanket,  and  at  the  last  dinner,  when 
George's  good  friend  perceiving  nothing  left  but  the 
bed-cords,  as  the  devil  would  have  it,  straight  came 
in  his  mind  the  fashion  of  a  halter,  the  foolish  kind 
knave  would  needs  fetch  a  quart  of  sack  for  his 
friend  George;  which  sack  to  this  day  never  saw 
vintner's  cellar:  and  so  he  left  George  in  a  cold 
chamber,  a  thin  shirt,  a  ravished  bed,  no  comfort 
left  him,  but  the  bare  bones  of  deceased  capons.  In 
this  distress  George  bethought  him  what  he  might 
do,  nothing  was  left  him  ;  and  his  eye  wandered  up 
and  down  the  empty  chamber,  by  chance  he  spied 
out  an  old  armour,  at  which  sight  George  was  the 
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joyfulest  man  in  Christendom,  for  the  annour  of 
Achilles,  that  Ulysses  and  Ajax  strove  for,  was 
not  more  precious  to  them,  than  this  to  him :  for  he 
presently  claps  it  upon  his  back,  the  halbert  in  his 
hand,  the  morion  on  his  head,  and  so  gets  out  the 
back  way,  marches  from  Shoreditch  to  Clerkenwell, 
to  the  no  small  wonder  of  those  spectators  that 
beheld  him.  Being  arrived  to  the  wished  haven  he 
would  be,  an  old  acquaintance  of  his  fiunished  him 
with  an  old  suit,  and  an  old  cloak  for  his  old  armour. 
How  the  hostess  looked  >vhen  she  saw  that  meta- 
morphosis in  her  chamber,  judge  those  bomborts^ 
that  live  by  tapping,  between  the  age  of  fifty  and 
threescore. 

How  he  served  a  Tapster. 

|EORGE  was  making  merry  with  three  or 
four  of  his  friends  in  Pye-comer,  where 
the  tapster  of  the  house  was  much  given 
to  poetry :  for  he  had  engrossed  the  Knight  of  die 
Sun,  Venus  and  Adonis,  and  other  pamphlets  whidi 
the  stripling  had  collected  together,  and  knowing 
George  to  be  a  poet,  he  took  great  delight  in  his 
company,  and  out  of  his  bounty  would  bestow  a 
brace  of  cans  on  him.  George  observing  the 
humour  of  the  tapster,  meant  presently  to  work 

^BoMBORT.— A  person  who  serves  liquor. 
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upon  him.  What  will  you  say,  quoth  George  to  his 
friends,  if  out  of  this  spirit  of  the  cellar  I  fetch  a 
good  angel  that  shall  bid  us  all  to  supper.  We 
would  gladly  see  that,  quoth  his  friends.  Content 
yourself,  quoth  George.  The  tapster  ascends  with 
his  two  cans,  delivers  one  to  Mr.  Peele,  and  the 
other  to  his  friends,  gives  them  kind  welcome  :  but 
George  instead  of  giving  him  thanks,  bids  him  not 
to  trouble  him,  and  begins  in  these  terms.  I  pro- 
test gentlemen,  I  wonder  you  will  urge  me  so  much, 
I  swear  I  have  it  not  about  me  What  is  the 
matter,  quoth  the  tapster,  hath  any  one  angered 
you  1  No  faith,  quoth  Qeorge,  Til  tell  thee,  it  is 
this :  There  is  a  friend  of  ours  in  Newgate,  for 
nothing  but  only  the  command  of  the  justices,  and 
he  being  now  to  be  released,  sends  to  me  to  bring 
him  an  angel:  Now  the  man  I  love  dearly  well,  and 
if  he  want  ten  angels,  he  shall  have  them,  for  I  know 
him  sure:  but  here's  the  misery,  either  I  must  go 
home,  or  I  must  be  forced  to  pawn  this,  and  plucks 
an  old  Harry  groat  out  of  his  pocket  The  tapster 
looks  upon  it:  Why,  and  it  please  you  sir,  quoth  he, 
this  is  but  a  groat  No  sir,  quoth  George,  I  know 
it  is  but  a  groat:  but  this  groat  will  I  not  lose  for 
forty  pounds:  for  this  groat  had  I  of  my  mother, 
as  a  testimony  of  a  lease  of  a  house  I  am  to  possess 
after  her  decease :  and  if  I  should  lose  this  groat,  I 
were  in  a  fair  case :   and  either  I  must  pawn  this 
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groat,  or  there  the  fellow  must  lie  still.  Quoth  the 
tapster,  if  it  please  you,  I  will  lend  you  an  angel  on 
it,  and  I  will  assure  you  it  shall  be  safe.  Wilt  thou, 
quoth  George  ?  as  thou  art  an  honest  man,  lod  it 
up  in  thy  chest,  and  let  me  have  it  whensoever  I 
call  for  it  As  I  am  an  honest  man,  you  shall 
quoth  the  tapster.  George  delivered  him  his  groat: 
the  tapster  gave  him  ten  shillings :  to  the  tavern  go 
they  with  the  money,  and  there  merrily  spend  it 
It  fell  out  in  a  small  time  after,  the  tapster,  having 
many  of  these  lurches,  fell  to  decay,  and  indeed  was 
turned  out  of  service,  having  no  more  coin  in  the 
world  than  this  groat;  and  in  this  misery  he  met 
George  as  poor  as  himself  O  sir,  quoth  the  tapster, 
you  are  happily  met;  I  have  your  groat  safe,  though 
since  I  saw  you  last,  I  have  bid  great  extremity:  and 
I  protest,  save  that  groat,  I  have  not  one  penny  in 
the  world;  Therefore  I  pray  you  sir,  help  me  to  my 
money,  and  take  your  pawn.  Not  for  the  world, 
quoth  George;  thou  sayest  thou  hast  but  that  groat 
in  the  world,  my  bargain  was,  that  thou  shouldst 
keep  that  groat  until  I  did  demand  it  of  thee:  I  ask 
thee  none.  I  will  do  thee  more  good,  because  thou 
art  an  honest  fellow,  keep  thou  that  groat  still,  till  1 
call  for  it:  and  so  doing,  the  proudest  ^ck  in 
England  cannot  justify  thou  art  not  worth  a  groat, 
otherwise  they  might:  and  so,  honest  Michael,  fare- 
well.    So  George  leaves  the  poor  tapster  picking  of 
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his  fingers,  his  head  full  of  proclamations  what  he 
might  do:  at  last  sighing  he  ends  with  this  proverb: 

For  the  price  of  a  barrel  of  beer ^ 
I  have  bought  a  groafs-worth  of  wit y 
Is  not  that  dear  f 


How  George  served  a  Gentlewoman. 

lORGE  used  often  to  any  ordinary  in  this 
town,  where  a  kinswoman  of  the  good 
wife's  in  the  house,  held  a  great  pride  and 
vain  opinion  of  her  own  mother-wit :  for  her  tongue 
was  as  a  Jack  continually  wagging  :  and  for  she  had 
heard  that  George  was  a  scholar,  she  thought  she 
would  find  a  time  to  give  him  notice,  that  she  had 
as  much  in  her  head,  as  ever  was  in  her 
grandfathers  :  yet  in  some  things  she  differed  from 
the  women  of  those  days  :  for  their  natural  com- 
plexion was  their  beauty  :  now  this  titmouse  what 
she  is  scanted  by  nature,  she  doth  replenish  by  art, 
as  her  boxes  of  red  and  white  daily  can  testify.  But 
to  come  to  George^  who  arrived  at  the  ordinary 
among  other  gallants,  throws  his  cloak  upon  the 
table,  salutes  the  gentlemen  and  presently  calls  for  a 
cup  of  canary.  George  had  a  pair  of  hose  on,  that 
for  some  offence  durst  not  be  seen  in  that  hue  they 
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were  first  dyed  in,  but  from  his  first  colour  bein^a 
youthful  green,  his  long  age  turned  him  into  a 
mournful  black,  and  for  his  antiquity  was  in  print : 
which  this  busy  body  perceiving,  thought  now  to  give 
it  him  to  the  quick :  and  drawing  near  Mr.  Fede, 
looking  upon  his  breeches,  by  my  troth  sir,  quoth 
she,  these  are  exceedingly  well  printed.  At  which 
word,  George  being  a  little  moved  in  his  mind,  that 
his  old  hose  were  called  in  question,  answered,  and 
by  my  faith,  mistress,  quoth  George,  your  face  is  most 
damnably  ill  painted.  How  mean  you  sir,  quMft  flfe I 
Marry  thus,  mistress,  quoth  George,  that  if  k  wert 
not  for  printing  and  painting,  my  arse  and  yiMr  fact 
would  grow  out  of  reparations.  At  which  she  biting 
her  lip,  in  a  parrot  fury  went  down  the  stairs.  The 
gentlemen  laughed  at  the  sudden  answer  of  George, 
and  being  seated  at  dinner,  the  gentlemen  would 
needs  have  the  company  of  this  witty  gentlewoman 
to  dine  with  them;  who  with  little  denying  came,  m 
hope  to  cry  quittance  with  George.  When  she  was 
ascended,  the  gentlemen  would  needs  place  h»  by 
Mr.  Peele;  because  they  did  use  to  dart  one  at 
another,  they  thought  it  meet,  for  their  more  safety, 
they  should  be  placed  nearest  together.  George 
kindly  entertains  her:  and  being  seated,  he  desires 
her  to  reach  him  the  capon  that  stood  by  her,  and  he 
would  be  so  bold  as  to  carve  for  his  money:  and  as 
she  put  out  her  arm  to  take  the  capon,  George  sitting 
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by  her,  jerks  me  out  a  huge  fart,  which  made  all  the 

company  in  a  maze,  one  looking  upon  the  other,  yet 

they  knew  it  came  that  way.     Peace,  quoth  George^ 

and  jogs  her  on  the  elbow,  I  will  say  it  is  I.     At 

which    all    the    company  fell     into    a    huge 

laughter,   she  into  a  fretting  fury,   vowing 

never  she  should  sleep  quietly  till   she 

was  revenged  of  George  his  wrong 

done  unto  her :  and  so  in  a 

great  chafe  left  their 

company. 


FINIS. 


♦#♦  The  origin — or,  to  say  the  least,  the  parallel— of  the  Merrie  letti 
of  George  Peele  and  the  Barber,  and  of  his  going  to  Oxford,  are  to  be  traced 
to  "The  Pnritan;  or,  the  Widow  of  Watling  Street,  1607,"  a  play  falsely 
attributed  to  Shakespeare  {see  Acts  iii  and  iv. ),  in  which  there  is  a  character 
named  George  Pyeboard,  supposed  by  some  writers  to  be  meant  for  George 
Peele — ^a  peel  signifying  a  board  with  a  long  handle,  which  bakers  use  to  put 
things  in  and  out  of  the  oven  with.  To  the  Jest  of  "  How  George  Peele 
served  half  a  score  Citizens,''  at  page  36,  a  parallel  is  to  be  found  in  a  work 
entitled  "The  Groundworke  of  Conny-Catching,  1592,"  where,  giving  a 
description  of  A  Shifter,  we  find:   "A  Shifter,  not  long  since,  going 
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ordiiumly  booted,  got  leave  of  a  carrier  to  ride  his  own  hackney  a  little  wxf 
from  London,  who,  coming  to  the  inn  where  the  carrier  that  nig^  sbooH 
lodge,  honestly  set  up  the  horse,  and  entered  the  hall,  where  were  at  oie 
table  some  three  and  thirty  clothiers,  all  returning  to  their  several  coantrkt 
Using,  as  he  could,  his  courtesy,  and  being  gentleman-like  attired,  be  was  at 
all  their  instance  placed  at  the  upper  end  by  the  hostess.  After  he  had  a 
while  eaten,  he  fell  to  discourse  with  such  pleasance,  that  all  the  table  weie 
greatly  delighted  therewith.  In  the  midst  of  supper  enters  a  noise  of 
musicians,  who  with  their  instruments  added  a  double  delight  For  them  he 
requested  his  hostess  to  lay  a  shoulder  of  mutton  and  a  couple  of  caposs  to 
the  fire,  for  which  he  would  pay,  and  then  moved  in  their  behalf  to  gather. 
Among  them  a  noble  was  made,  which  he  fingering,  was  well  blessed ;  lor 
before  he  had  not  a  cross,  yet  he  promised  to  make  it  up  an  angd.  To  be 
short,  in  comes  the  reckoning,  which  (by  reason  of  the  fine  fare  and  excess  of 
wine)  amounted  to  each  man's  half  crown.  Then  he  requested  his  hostess  lo 
provide  so  many  possets  of  sack,  as  would  furnish  the  table,  which  he  wooki 
bestow  on  the  gentlemen  to  requite  their  extraordinary  costs :  and  jestingly 
asked  if  she  would  make  him  her  deputy  to  gather  the  reckoning ;  she  granted, 
and  he  did  so :  and  on  a  sudden,  (feigning  to  hasten  his  hostess  with  the 
possets)  he  took  his  cloak,  and  finding  fit  time,  he  slipped  out  of  doozs,  leaving 
the  guests  and  their  hostess  to  a  new  reckoning,  and  the  musicians  to  a  good 
supper,  but  they  paid  for  the  sauce.  This  jest  some  untruly  attributs  ts  s 
man  of  excellent  parts  about  London,  hi^  he  is  slandered  :  the  party  that 
performed  it  hath  scarce  any  good  quality  to  live.  Of  these  sort  I  estU 
set  down  a  great  number." 

The  marrow  (!)  of  the  last  of  these  Jests,  viz.,  "How  Gcoigcscnred  a 
Gentlewoman,"  will  be  found  in  Maston's  "  Antonio  and  MiUinda,"  First  Part, 
1602,  Act  ii,  Sc  i: 

Flavin — Pray  you,  in  ancient  times  were  not  those  satin  hose?  In  good 
faith  now  they  are  new-dyed,  pinked,  and  scoured,  they  show  as  well  as  if 
they  were  new.     What  mute,  Balurdo  ? 

Fellche — Ay,  in  faith,  and  'twere  not  for  printing  and  painting^  ny 
breech  and  your  face  would  be  out  of  reparation. 

Was  Marston,  or  the  author  of  the  Jests,  the  plagiary  ?    The  latter,  sardy.— 
Dyce, 
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